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TEDP keeps newest phone technology in reach
If we have both the need and a low
income, we can even get them for
free.
In Colorado, the program that makes
them available is the Colorado
Telecommunications Equipment
Distribution Program (TEDP).
JoAnne Hirsch is communications
technology program manager for the
Colorado Commission for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH), a
division of the Colorado Department
of Human Services. At the May 19
meeting, she described the devices
available from TEDP.

Bob, JoAnne and Bernie pose before the meeting.
As former Denver Chapter president Dave Conant
used to say, this is the best time ever to be hard of
hearing. That is because technology is improving
exponentially. It is not just the powerful, finely tuned
hearing aids that help us stay ahead of our hearing
loss, but also an array of devices designed—or
modified—to improve communication, especially
over the telephone and Internet.

Who can qualify
TEDP serves deaf, hard-of-hearing
and deaf-blind Colorado residents
who meet income limits, up to 300 percent of the
federal poverty level. Such equipment includes
amplified and captioned telephones, wireless devices,
TTYs, and various accessories.
To that end, TEDP requires, in addition to an income
statement, a professional referral for each applicant.
An application may be certified by a physician,
audiologist, speech pathologist, or service
professional in an agency that serves people with
hearing loss.
.(Please see page 2)
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To join the program, an applicant also must subscribe
to a phone service (in other words, not only a cell
phone). “Land lines are going to go away,” Hirsch
acknowledges, but an alternative is a digital line,
which provides voice communication over the
Internet. The applicant also must provide proof of
residence in Colorado.
The right match
According to the TEDP application, the following
types of assistive devices are available, without
charge, to qualified applicants:
• amplified telephones
• captioned telephones
• portable ring signalers that ring, flash or
vibrate with incoming calls
• amplified headphones
• neck loops
• answering machines
Hirsch encourages clients to try different
technologies before settling on one of the devices in
the TEDP catalog. For example, the widely-publicized
captioned phones are popular, but many people
would find today’s newest amplified phones more
convenient. Some can actually slow down speech, or
change its pitch to improve clarity.
“Our program wants to match the right device for the
individual to ensure the person uses it to the fullest
capacity,” she says.
For those who would like to experiment, TEDP has
demonstration centers located around the state,
where phones and devices are available for tryouts.
Center cities and phone numbers are listed below:
• Denver: 303-315-1284
• Colorado Springs: 719-471-8181
• Greeley: 970-352-8682
• Fort Collins: 970-482-2700
• Grand Junction: 970-241-0315 ext. 29

TEDP is a national program, with demonstration
centers in every state. HLAA has compiled a list of
state programs, including websites, eligibility
requirements, and the types of equipment that are
available. To see the list, visit www.hearingloss.org.
Some states fund their programs by assessing
manufacturers a portion of their revenue from
device sales; most, like Colorado, place a surcharge
on consumer phone bills. To obtain an application
for the Colorado program, visit
www.ccdhh.com/index.pho/tedprogram.

Frances Owens to speak
at June 16 meeting
Our speaker for the June 16 meeting will be former
Colorado First Lady Frances Owens, who now is
community relations manager for the Anchor Center
for Blind Children. The non-profit center is located
in Denver in the Stapleton area, and serves blind
children newborn to age 3, including those who also
have hearing loss.
As first lady from 1999-2007, Owens traveled
throughout the state, encouraging children to make
reading an important part of their lives. She also
helped various nonprofit organizations promote
their work and causes. While in the governor’s
residence, she managed a long-term project to
renovate the carriage house and gardens.
Since then she has specialized in helping charitable
organizations promote their missions and manage
their community relations. She has been with the
Anchor Center since 2016.

New secretary

Chapter secretary Willa Rose has resigned. At its May
19 meeting, the board appointed Marilyn Weinhouse
to complete Willa’s term.

Budget items

The board voted to appropriate $30 each month to
provide refreshments at the meeting. Member

Adelaide Zabrinsky has donated $400 to help
pay for rental of the meeting room at Englewood
Public Library.

Correction

In the May issue, the story “Hearing loss may cause
medical problems,” contained an error. It should have
stated that Type 2 diabetes is associated with hearing
loss, not Type 1.

Social plans

Ken Keuhlen has volunteered to fill the new position
of social committee chair. Ken will work with vice
president Bob Haigh to plan activities for members.
Among ideas they have proposed so far are movies,
plays, picnics, card games, day trips, museums, zoo
visits, hikes and meals at local restaurants.

Annual summer picnic set for July 21 at Creekside
There will be no meeting in July, but the annual
summer picnic will be July 21 at Creekside Park in
Glendale, from noon to 3 p.m. Ann and Brian
Monson will chair the picnic planning committee.
The chapter will provide fried chicken and
beverages. Members are asked to bring a side dish
or desert to share. For more information or to
volunteer, contact Ann at ann.monson@gmail.com,
or call 303 699-8073.
Creekside Park is at 4400 E Virginia Ave., Glendale,
CO 80246. It has a covered pavilion with picnic
tables, restrooms, a drinking fountain, walking or
jogging path, and two volleyball courts.
Directions to the park:
From Alameda Ave. and Colorado Blvd. (Burns

Welcome Spring!

Park) go south on Colorado Blvd about 2 blocks, to
the intersection of Cherry Creek Drive and E.
Virginia Ave. Go left on E. Virginia Ave., for 2 more
blocks. Just past Birch St., the park will be on your
right. Turn right on Clermont St. to reach the
entrance and parking lot.
From Parker Road and Leetsdale go north to
Alameda, west on Alameda to Colorado Blvd. at
Burns Park, and follow the same route as above.
Editor’s note: Google does not permit the direct
electronic capture of its maps. Thus it is impossible
legally to obtain a map for publication (at least
within my ability). However, if you have a smart
phone or a computer, simply go to
Googlemaps.com and enter the address.
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