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From the pastor
On Sunday, June 2, we begin Vacation Bible School, with the theme
“Roar! Life is Wild. God is Good.” We witness the wildness of life
and the goodness of God in the energy and enthusiasm of children,
and I think that we learn as much about God from them as they do
from us.
Then on the following Sunday, we celebrate Pentecost. Seven weeks
after Easter, it is the commemoration of the Holy Spirit coming upon
the disciples like a flame and the miracle that all could understand
what they were saying as if it were spoken in their native tongues.
In one of our confessions we proclaim,
We trust in God the Holy Spirit
everywhere the giver and renewer of life …
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
I give thanks to God the Holy Spirit for the energy and enthusiasm
we see in the children. Let’s make sure that we pay attention to these
children. We can teach them much of what we have learned, but we
can also learn from them much of what we have forgotten.
Your fellow servant,
Sterrett

PNC Update
As of May 16, 2019, our
Mission Information Form
has been posted on the
PCUSA website after our
clerk and Presbytery COM
chairman submitted their
approval. PCUSA then
matched potential candidates with our criteria. The
PNC committee is now in
the process of reviewing
the ones matched so far.
We will continue this process until we find candidates we feel we want to
contact further. We also
posted an informational
paragraph about our position on Louisville, McCormick, and Dubuque seminary websites with links to
our Facebook page and
website in hopes recent
graduates might be interested. We are covering as
many bases as possible to
find the right pastor fit for
our church. We are not
hurrying this process as
we are in excellent hands
with our interim pastor,
Rev. Dr. Sterrett Collins.

The Congregational Care Committee has
nearly completed another busy spring season. We wish to thank all those who were
so willing to help us make our coffee fellowship times and special events a success.
During May, we had several special events
hosted by other committees. Camp Sunday
and a reception honoring our high school
graduate Anne Hoepker were hosted by
the Christian Education team.
A special thank you to Music Director
Gretchen Fuller for providing a cake Sunday, May 26, to recognize those involved
in the music department.
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Sunday, June 2, will be our last coffee
fellowship for the summer. We will take
a break during these busy months and
resume Sept. 1.
Have a great summer!

Janet Little & Alan Dilts,
Co-Chairs

The Mission Team
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Photo 1: Caleb Miller,
front row, far right, was
one of only 12 Canton
High School students
who maintained a 4.0
GPA over eight semesters. Photos 2: CHS graduates Anne Hoepker,
Mason Keets and Caleb
Miller. Photo 3: Ryleigh
Watson, second row,
fifth from left, received
the Presidential Award.
Photo 4: Keighly
Watson, second row far
right, received the Student Council Award.
Photo 5: Abby Stevens
received the Band Director’s Award. Abby has
been named drum major
for the next school year
and was elected to Student Council. Photo 6:
Jackie Trotter, right, is
one of the University of
Illinois Master Gardeners who planted flowers
at the Veterans’ Memorial at Lakeland Park.
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Canton High School Awards
Anne Hoepker

AFSCME/CF Scholarship

Mason Keets

J. Marshall and Helen Quick Scholarship

Caleb Miller

Louise Wilcoxen-Jones Scholarship
Little Giant Booster Club Scholarship
Cody Krulac Memorial Scholarship
Illinois State Scholar
Mid-Illinois Academic All Conference ISHA Academic
Canton High School Male Athlete of the Year
Canton High School Fall Athlete of the Season
National Honor Society Most Valuable

Tanner Putman

Three-Year ISHA Activity Award

Other School News
Canton High School Baseball
Noah Stevens has been a part of the spring baseball
program as part of the sophomore baseball team.
Ingersoll Middle School Track
In Ingersoll track news, Myles Frame and Gabe
Vasquez competed with their team, with Myles
running in relay events and 200 meters, and Gabe
running relays and 400 meters, and competing in pole
vault and long jump.

Camp Sunday was held
April 28. Representatives from Wilderness Christian
Camp came to church that day
and showed a DVD of camp
activities. We received support
from the congregation in the
form of many donations that
will be given to the camp for
their summer activities.
On Sunday, May 19, we hosted
a reception honoring Anne
Hoepker for her high school
graduation. Doug Estabrook
introduced her to our congregation and presented her with a
gift from the church.
Sunday School is on hiatus
until the fall.
Vacation Bible School is the
next major event on our schedule. It is being held Sunday,
June 2, through Thursday, June
6. There are 30-plus volunteers
stepping up to help get God’s
message to our children. Every
leader has been diligently
working on lessons, games,
food, decorations, experiments,
music and crafts. “Roar * Life is
Wild; God is Good!” is the
theme. You will be amazed as
we transform the church into
the Serengeti with African
wildlife and scenery. Donations for food and decorating
supplies are still needed, so
please see the signup sheets in
the narthex. Our mission is to
provide support to Youth
Acres. That support can come
in the form of monetary donations or in donations of time. It
is our plan to have a workday/

playday after VBS to help on a
project at Youth Acres and then
enjoy being outside in God’s
creation. VBS Dedication Sunday will be June 2 during
church services. Keep us in
your prayers!!
On Thursday, May 23, an appreciation dinner was held to
honor those serving on our
team this past year and for
those who have helped out tirelessly with Christian Education.
We are looking into a fun outing for the church youth this
summer in the form of a trip to
Cartville, a Chiefs game, a
swimming party, or something
along these lines. Students
have been earning points for
attendance and participation in
all church activities, and will be
rewarded for that dedication.
Rev. Collins is in the planning
stages of a communicant’s class
to be held during the summer
or fall. At least five youth are
ready to be trained toward a
better understanding of their
relationship with God and the
gospel, ownership of faith, and
what God is doing in their lives
and this world through His
church.

Birthdays
June 1
Jameson Frame
June 2
Dixie Thompson
June 3
Jim Arrenholz
June 4
Noah Stevens
June 5
Vickie Keets
June 6
Abby Stevens
June 7
Fredie Vansickle

June 15
Ed Patton
June 20
Sean Essex
John Favorita
Rachel Hopper
June 24
Peggy Lisenbee
June 25
Gary Atkins

Anniversaries
June 19
John and Linda Van Zant
June 23
Terry and Penny Frame

Our annual Strawberry Festival
was a great success.
We had a sunny day,
with around
150 people attending.
Our profit was over $1200,
which will pay
for kitchen supplies.
A big thank you
to the 25 people
helping that evening,
for the 20 people baking cakes,
and for all who sold tickets.
We were certainly blessed.

