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The unconventional last wish
of a dying 22-year-old man gave
Stacy Stanberry a wish fulfilled
also. It solidified the purpose he
had always wanted in life. “I
lost my mom to cancer. I knew I
wanted to do something but didn’t
know what. I love to hunt and love
to work with kids,” he shared.
With those two passions and with
the help of others, Stacy started
the organization Texas Hunt For
The Cure.
Stacy heard about Derek Wade Cline,
a lover of hunting and a friend of the
family who was in the last stages of
terminal cancer. He had expressed to his
family that if he could make it to hunting
season and have the opportunity to shoot
a buck, he could die happy. “Everyone
knew he didn’t have much time left,”
Stacy remembered. “So I said to him, ‘If
you want to wait for hunting season to
get a buck, I can take you. But if you just
want to shoot something that has horns
on it, I’ll take you on a ram hunt.’ Derek
loved it so much, and it made such a
difference to him. He only lived a month
after that. On my way back from taking
him hunting, I pulled over and had my
cry. I thought, This is something I really need
to do. I always wanted to do something
with kids, and it was after helping Derek
that I realized there were other kids who
would want to do this but not have
that chance.”
In addition to Stacy, there were
others who worked to bring about
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Derek’s last wish. Because of the joyful
reaction the team received from Derek,
Stacy collaborated with the others who
expressed an interest in offering this
gift to another child and together they
launched the organization which is for
children through the age of 21. They will
consider up to the age of 25, with certain
conditions. One of the team members
is Andrea Sanford, who takes care of
paperwork and administrative duties for
the group. With her help, they became a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Andrea is not a hunter but is
comfortable around guns because
her husband hunts, and she has some
experience with weapons. “As a child I
learned to shoot at targets, but I chose
not to kill anything. I love being outdoors
and nature. My son has an interest in
guns and shooting things but not animals.
He enjoys the chase, sneak and the hunt,”
she smiled, “but I don’t know if he is
ready to shoot anything.”
Stacy, unlike Andrea, is an avid hunter
and this charity was a perfect fit for him.
Since he was a baby, his stepdad, whom
he called Dad, took him squirrel and
rabbit hunting and fishing many times.
“I remember being dressed in camo,” he
said. “I didn’t start big game hunting
until I was 25. When I started, that
became my thing.”
Along with Stacy’s love of hunting
was his love of seeing children who want
to hunt get the opportunity to do so.
He realized that taking children hunting
carried the tremendous responsibility of
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teaching them about weapons. “I love
taking kids out and letting them
see nature and being a part of it. I can
teach them how to take care of their
weapons. They need to respect them, not
fear them.”
Stacy has taken children hunting
before, and his son has been a big hunter
since he was 7 years old. As a coach of a
baseball team and being very close to the
members in the team, Stacy took five of
the players on their first hunt to shoot
their first deer. “They were grinning from
ear to ear,” he said. “You can’t buy that. I
understand that not every kid wants to do
this. It’s not going to be for everybody.
Eventually, I want to schedule some
striper fishing for those who want to fish
and not hunt.”
The organization wants to give just
as much focus on fishing as hunting.
“Hunting is pretty much a cold weather
sport with the season being November
through January,” Andrea stated. “You
have the rest of the year for fishing
trips that probably would benefit the
younger children.”
The organization currently uses the
services and resources at the Wildlife
Ranch, which reduces its fee for them.
Stacy’s goal is to arrive on a Saturday
morning with the child and parents and
stay through Sunday. “I like to drive
around with them through the ranch, so
they can see all the animals, enjoy nature
and see what the ranch has to offer,” he
stated. “We want to limit the hunting
trips to whoever is sick and their parents,
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so the child who is ill can get all the
attention. We want it to be like a
big picnic.”
In the future, Stacy wants to put
together a package of items a true
hunter would wear during the hunt.
Understandably, parent’s finances are
geared toward other expenses in dealing
with the illness. “For a lot of kids who
are sick like this, their parents are just
trying to take care of them,” Stacy
explained. “Their finances are usually
low, because their insurance has gotten
so high or medicine is so high or one of
the parents has had to quit work. With
the organization, we hope to reach more
kids who aren’t financially able to do this
kind of thing. Everything is paid for, so
it’s like a big vacation for the parents and
the child. We come in with something
the child has always wanted to do but
never had the opportunity. Or, maybe
they’ve hunted a few times and never got
anything and want to try one more time.
When I see one kid smile, it makes it
all worthwhile.”
One thing that is common with all
children with a terminal illness is they
want to be treated like any other child.
They want to be treated as if they are
normal. “I think that’s why they enjoy
going on a hunt,” Andrea stated. “They
don’t feel like a sick kid, but just another
kid out hunting with their family and
doing things other kids do. It sounds
simple, but to put a smile on the face
of someone who has endured so much
and to give them something else to think
about is a good feeling.”
Stacy agreed. “They change so much
when they are out there. It energizes
them. I just love to see the kids smile.
That’s all I want out of it.”
For more information, visit
www.texashuntforthecure.com.
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