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Good afternoon. 

In response to a rule proposed by the Office of the Secretary of State (SOS), the 
chief elections officer in Texas, Senator Don Huffines has demanded that SOS 
either significantly rewrite or do away with the proposed rule that would end the 
practice of printing real-time paper records. Voter confidence requires 
transparency in the administration of elections, and that means that real-time 
paper backup records must be retained or even advanced, not rolled-back. 

Senator Huffines' press statement on the issue is attached, and it's copied below: 

"Proposed updates to the way elections are run in Texas would wrongly 

reduce paper records and backups when we ought to be tightening 

security by making sure we keep proper records. The state's chief election 

officers must reconsider and redraft their proposed election rules to pursue 

more real-time paper records and backups, not fewer. The proposed 

election rules take Texas backward on election integrity by raising voters’ 

doubts and suspicions at a time when Texas should be increasing voters’ 

confidence. The comfort & convenience of election administrators should 

not take priority over voters' confidence and election integrity. 

"Transparency in the administration of elections is an absolute necessity 

so voters may have confidence that our elections are fair and free of undue 

influence. Texas must bolster voters’ confidence by offering them 

transparent election policies that include real-time paper backup records. 

"Foreign governments have recently compromised the records and 

communications of national partisan organizations, and of states' 

registration rolls, making election hacking a remote but serious possibility. 

We must close the door to the possibility of undue influence over our 

elections, and we must prevent foreign governments from exploiting our 

systems and driving an outcome that serves them better than it serves the 

American people. At minimum, real-time paper records will help inform us 
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of any irregularities -whether benign or malicious - so appropriate remedies 

can be pursued. 

"I am outraged that Texas is not the nation's leader on election integrity, 

and I'm appalled that we are moving backward rather than forward." 

In addition to requesting that the rule be significantly rewritten to retain or 
advance real-time paper backup records, Senator Huffines also called on the 
agency to hold multiple public hearings around the state so voters can address 
their concerns in person without the burdens of traveling to Austin. 

Finally, Senator Huffines implored the state's chief election administrator to be 
"proactive and aggressive in pursuit of transparency in election administration 
and increasing voters' confidence that elections in Texas are fair and free of 
undue influence." 

Those who wish to comment on the proposed rule changemay do so by email at 
elections@sos.texas.gov; you may also submit comments by mail at P.O. Box 
12060, Austin, Texas 78701. The comment deadline has been extended to 
November 10, and the proposed rule will not affect the November 2016 General 
Election. 

Sincerely, 
Brent Connett 

Chief of Staff 

Senator Don Huffines (SD 16) 

512-463-0116 (o) 

512-799-8360 (c) 
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