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Vertical Life Calvary Chapel
“Vertical Relationship, Horizontal Love”
Exodus 33:18: And he said, “I beseech You, show me
Your glory”.
Working Start Copy Of Constitution, Bylaws, & Charter

==================================================================
==================================================================
We believe that "Truth" and "Love" together are key. These two terms are married
in Scripture, separated they fall apart. Together they cause fertility to flourish in your
relationship with God and ability to impact others as salt and light. (Matthew 5:13-16).
Ephesians 4:15, "But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ..." There are blessings that are only available from
applying "Truth" with "Love", 2 John 1:3, "Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from
God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and
love." So please see the following through this mindset and receive (or be reminded
of) God's grace, mercy, and peace that He gives for you.
==================================================================
==================================================================
Vertical Life, Calvary Chapel (VLCC)
Constitution, Bylaws, and Charter

Preamble
We, the followers of Christ at Vertical Life Calvary Chapel, declare and establish this
constitution, bylaws, and charter to preserve and secure the principles of our faith
according to the Bible, and to govern this body in an orderly manner consistent with the
teachings of the Bible. This constitution also seeks to declare and preserve the
autonomy of this body of believers, the liberties of each, and the freedom of action of
this local Church assembly in relation to everyday life, work, as well as other
congregations.
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The Calvary Chapel Distinctive book can be read for verification of clarification on any
topics mentioned.

SECTION 1. NAME, MISSION, & VISION: “Proverbs 4:6, “Forsake her (wisdom) not,
and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee” + 2:10-11, “10 When
wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;
11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee”.
NAME:
This body shall be known as Vertical Life Calvary Chapel.
The reason behind the name is to remind us to keep our relationship with God
connected at times throughout our life. Through this allowing ourselves the capability
to better our world through the relationship of God with us that we allow to flow.
Further explanation is shown in our Mission Statement.
MISSION:
Vertical Life, Calvary Chapel (VLCC) Mission statement
“Vertical Relationship, Horizontal Love”
First, we are to keep and be a connection point for ourselves/our community to the
vertical relationship between man and God. Secondly, reaching out our hands to the
horizontal relationships of man with man in full selfless love directing them upward to
God.
Exodus 33:18: And he said, “I beseech You, show me Your glory”.
VISION:
Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the
law, happy is he.”
Vision statements are not goals, since only an individual can decide a goal. A Vision
statement is a tool to come along side of others to empower them toward right goals.
Our Vision has 7 pillars particularizing/‘fleshing out’ our Mission to physical
accomplishment
Vertical Life, Calvary Chapel (VLCC) Vision statement
1. To see people connect, for the first time, vertically; coming to a saving
knowledge & life saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:16-20
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16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them.
17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
2. To focus not on teaching people only, but rather training people to have
vertical life connections to dependency & relationship with God in all matters of
life & Church; therefore connecting to His power & peace that passes all our
understanding & circumstances.
Ephesians 4:12
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ”, through a 1 Corinthians 13:13 lens (v.13 And now abideth faith, hope,
love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.)
Philippians 4:7
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.
Jeremiah 18:5-8
5 Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.
6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but
shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.
7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.
8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by
the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not
be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

3. To build the vertical, forensic faith of the Believers in the accuracy of the Bible
& show how God’s comprehensive Word is meaningful to handle the exhaustive
issues of daily life.
2 Timothy 3:16-17
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16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
2 Timothy 2:15
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

4. To train to have all Counsel given….whether at work or with friends, about
politics or handling life problems…. ALL Counsel we give in life must be
vertically directed to & filtered through the “Wonderful Counselor” in concept &
foundational truthful thought.
Isaiah 9:6
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
1 Peter 2:5-6
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded.
Matthew 7:24
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
Proverbs 23:23
Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.

5. To teach believers to vertically defend their faith in a secular age;
counteracting religious indoctrinations such as the atheistic/evolutionary nature
religion, psychological humanism, & other teachings that faces adults & children
alike on a daily basis attacking all that is true.
1 Peter 3:15
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15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
2 Peter 2:1
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
Proverbs 14:12
12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.
John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.

6. To horizontally build connections & help engage our & other local
congregations into our communities to share the vertical love of Christ in
thought, word, & deed.
Ephesians 4:16
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
Colossians 3:16-17
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.
James 2:17
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
Matthew 25:40
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
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7. To instruct that all teaching received needs to be verified through the vertical
verse-by-verse study of the entire Bible, & that we (as truth seeking Christians)
cannot accept what is taught solely based on ones status of position given or
earned.
1 John 4:1
4 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.
Acts 17:10-11
10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who
coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.11 These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
Hebrews 4:12
12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
==================================================================
SECTION 2. DOCTRINE AND BELIEFS
1. GOD: We believe there is one God, eternally existing in three persons: the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. (Genesis 1:1 & Matthew 28:19).
That He created the Universe by His spoken word in 6 literal days for His glory.
(Genesis 1; Exodus 20:11; Romans 11:36). God created all nature including nature's
physical dimension of Time. Time is a limited creation. Time, itself, is a creation of God
and therefore fits in the palm of His hand. God is beyond time, through all time, and in
all time at one time.
2. JESUS: We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ {Jesus is God}. (John 1, John 10:30,
Revelation 1:8).
Jesus' virgin birth. (Luke 1:34-35).
Jesus' sinless life. (2 Corinthians 5:21 & Hebrews 7:26).
Jesus' vicarious and atoning death {vicarious in: He performed & suffered as our
substitute to benefit & advantage us through this action of love by performing what
should have happened to each of us because of our sin} {atoning in: harmonizing,
giving us a way [past, present, and future] to make us one in relationship with God

Vertical Life Calvary Chapel

April 30, 2019

Page 7 of 60

since mankind's separation to Him through sin. (Genesis 3)} (1 Corinthians 15:3 &
Hebrews 2:9). Jesus Christ's death paid for all mans sin on the planet and throughout
all time (being that time is a creation of His and that He is beyond and in all time at one
time)... BUT it is our responsibility to want to accept His payment for us through faith.
(John 1:3 & John 3).
Jesus' resurrection. (1 Corinthians 15:4, Luke 24).
Jesus' ascension to the right hand of the Father. (Acts 1:9).
Jesus' return to earth in glory and power. (Matthew 24.30, Revelation 19:11-13).
3. HOLY SPIRIT: We believe in the present ministry of the person of the Holy Spirit.
(John 14:15, 16).
He dwells within a follower of Christ and enables them to live the Christian life.
(Ephesians 1:13, 14).
His giving of gifts to the Church to complete His purposes. (1 Corinthians 12).
4. EMPOWERMENT BY THE SPIRIT & SPEAKING IN TONGUES:
This is placed here to avoid confusions for the future generations.
TONGUES: Each member of the congregation holds their view on Biblical speaking in
tongues. Some believe that it is miraculous speaking in another language only. Acts
2:4. Some believe it also includes speaking in a Spiritual language. 1 Corinthians
13:1. Speaking in tongues is not to be done without an interpreter or randomly during
the service or singing times, following the clear instructions in the Bible. Only during
Afterglow services (fellowship designed for hearing a word of knowledge, etc. after
certain services) or when other organized with an interpreter can tongues as well as
other gifts be used. For example; if you start speaking in tongues randomly during the
service you will become a distraction pulling people away from the Holy Spirit led song
leaders & Holy Spirit led preaching to yourself. The Bible talks about how it will turn
away unbelievers (1 Corinthians 14:22-24). One of the ushers or a member will have
to kindly ask you to stop for now because you are distracting. But if you persist an
usher will be called to have to escort you out of the service & show you the Scriptures
more in detail. 1 Corinthians 14:27-28.
EMPOWERMENT: “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth”, Acts 1:8.
Since Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would be sent as a helper for the duration of our
time in this world, we seek to gain every bit of help He has to offer and think that all
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honest spiritual gifts should be accepted and desired. We get Baptized in the Spirit
once upon salvation.
1 Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one
Spirit.”
and
Ephesians 4:5-6, “5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all”.
These are both in the singular.
But to lived immersed in this Baptism requires our submission. It’s like a cookie cutter
of a man (or woman) to be filled. We have to clean and empty ourselves out for the
complete room of the Spirit’s shape to be seen working in our lives. The old “death to
self + putting on Jesus life active in me = Spirit filled life, Galatians 5:16.
We tend to live by our own power instead of the by the Baptism of power of the Holy
Spirt given to us. So to live the Spirit filled life, we will have to re-immerse ourselves
into the Baptism we have received and live in it, just like when we are saved but have
to apply that helmet of salvation daily, Ephesians 6:17.
We don’t lose our salvation when God’s helmet of salvation is not applied, but rather
need to apply God’s salvation daily in view of how we live and respond in life, go back
to (Hebrews 6:19) anchor on it for understanding, inspiration, and security to make it
through life. Putting on salvation more than just on Sundays at Church will allow us to
forgive others because salvation reminds us that we have been forgiven. Putting on
the helmet of salvation empowers us to love others....because salvation reminds us
that we have been loved, as awful as we are.
Taking communion/The Lord’s Supper has this as the main point, to remember and get
a Spiritual ‘medical check up’ aligning ourselves back with the Cross and salvation we
received by (Ephesians 2:8+9) grace through faith in the love of Jesus Christ. Again,
we can love because we can remember that He first loved us, 1 John 4:19. We can
forgive because we can remember the great sins He has forgiven us, Ephesians 4:32.
And so, through then submitting to this, we take off the wrong and allow the Holy Spirit
to empower us ‘in full’ as we choose to embrace the right actions which are opposites
of our wrong, Ephesians 4. Less of me, more of Him!
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Things change as you embrace being that new creation/that new creature in Christ
Jesus, 2 Corinthians 5:17. The Holy Spirit is that Helper promised in that change. The
Holy Spirt has come to empower you to a changed glorious life through Him! You just
have to grab a hold of His hand reaching down to you.
So this experience many call “being Baptized in the Spirit” though technically it is reentering back into the Baptism that you already have been sitting in since salvation.
Same thing, just technicality with Scriptural title correction.
Again we are so blessed. There was this yearning for the indwelling and empowering
of the Holy Spirit back before and even during the time of Jesus. David take not thy
Holy Spirt from me verse Psalm 51:11 written after his tragic sin. The Old Testament
time period the Holy Spirit would come and go from people dramatically impacting their
life. Samson lost strength Judges 16:19, Saul lost his sanity 1 Samuel 18:12 + chapter
22, and here David’s fear after his drastic sin with Bathsheba and the lies and murder
to cover it up, 2 Samuel 11.
New Testament we see the reflection of this yet and the constant yearning for the
Spirit’s power. We see this when Jesus was getting baptized, Matthew 3:16-17. John
4:14; Jesus addressing the Samaritan woman stating that He has the water that can
make her never thirst again; that gives eternal life. John 7 Israelite yearning ceremony
for the Holy Spirt to come & fill them. Jesus in the midst of the thousands there then,
interrupting their silent moment of face bowed to God plea, stated an answer to their
plea as God in human flesh. He said He is the fountain of water of the Spirit, John
7:37-38. Then we have Acts when the Spirit is promised and then given for the Church
generation. The power that is promised and dwells in you as a believer of Jesus Christ
since we are the Temples of the Holy Spirit’ Acts 2:1-4.
Example for understanding:
I once taught a kid’s lesson called, “Getting Stirred Up!” I applied it to my daughter as
well.. My daughter was intrigued as I passed her two large glasses of milk and a
container of chocolate syrup. I let her slowly pour chocolate syrup into the glasses of
milk. She smiled as she squirted in excessive amounts chiming in “♪♫♬LaAlaAla ala
ala making CHOCOLATE milk♪♫♬!!!” When done I lifted the glass of milk that now
had a very thick layer of chocolate on the bottom (visible through the clear glass). I
smiled and said,
“I can’t wait to drink this amazing chocolate milk!”
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With that said I held the glass to my lips and took a sip. I slowly drank about half of the
plain white liquid (the chocolate was still inert on the bottom of my glass). “Wait!
Daddy your not doing it right!”, my daughter interrupted in a terror.
“That’s not chocolate milk unless you stir it up!”
“Whaaaa...”, I said as I pretended to look surprised, “Oh, the chocolate is supposed to
be mixed in? What a good idea, I’ll try that.” I grabbed a spoon and stirred the milk
until it was a frothy, brown color. Lifting the glass to my lips I asked,
“Does that look better?”
She nodded—and volunteered to try a taste of it for me! With her attention firmly fixed
on the glass (hoping for a sip), I explained, “The white milk is like our lives, and the
chocolate is like the Holy Spirit! When God saves us, the Holy Spirit comes to live
inside us; but that doesn’t mean He’s in control of every part of our lives! The Holy
Spirit can help us become “tastier” Christians—who think and act like Christ, instead of
living for ourselves. We just need Him to completely fill and control us. We need the
Holy Spirit to get stirred up inside us!” Let’s be like tasty chocolate milk, mixing God
into every part of our lives! So of course the lesson ended a delightful drink of
Chocolate milk! What a bonus!
So it is with your life. I hope this stirs you up for Him!
5. SALVATION:
SIN: Sin is an archery terminology of measurement to show how far you 'missed the
mark'. Only through hitting the 'bullseye' can someone be without sin. Sin came into
the world through one man, Adam, our first ancestor. Adam, being created without
initial sin, chose to sin (Adam had no sin but still chose to rebel and sin). Therefore,
Adam, passed along to us is His nature. As orange trees bear oranges as their fruit,
so we bear fruit of sin in our lives out of our sin nature. You don't have to teach a kid to
steal, complain, hit his neighbor...it happens naturally from that babies sin nature he's
already cultivating. Galatians 5:17. Adam shows us that even without a sin nature
men choose to sin. Genesis 3, Romans 5:12, 1 Corinthians 15:21. Only Jesus was
man and never sinned and was never born with a sin nature through the virgin birth. 2
Corinthians 5:21. God came down off of his judgment seat after righteously giving final
verdict of our condemnation...took off his judiciary robes-putting on the robes of the
flesh (Jesus is God in human flesh)... and then sacrificed everything, dying, to pay our
sins for us as a loving father or mother would do for their lawbreaking child.
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WORKS: There is none righteous not even one. (Romans 3:10). There is no 'good
person'. (Romans 3:12) All our 'good works' are tainted as a dirty rag by our
sinfulness (Isaiah 64:6). This is because, like a glass window, one pebble shatters all
of the glass so one sin causes a violation (shatters) all of what is good and morally
right. Our shattering God's law is shown in the 10 Commandments, Exodus 20.
James 2:10. We become conscious of sin by the law (10 Commandments). Romans
3:20. The law is not sinful, it causes us to know what sin and true righteousness
(being a good person) really is. Romans 7:7. God knows our thoughts and hearts
and states even if we look with lust we commit adultery in our hearts (Matthew
5:27-28) or even hate our brother we commit murder (1 John 3:15) since both of these
thoughts are the precursors to outwardly, physically breaking those two laws (Exodus
20). An inward sin leads to the outward sin. God even sees our sin of not doing what
is right and good when we know we should do it! James 4:17. Romans 3:23 states it
lightly with a 'all have sinned'. Romans 3:20, "Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."
10 Commandments (Exodus 20):
1. No other God but God (put nothing before God).
2. Make no gods, idols, or graven images (God Himself should get all of your worship.
Don't make a view on 'who God is like' that just suits your wants and lusts. Do not
elevate anything or person, or goal, or pursuit, or activity to the worship place of God or
before God- that is making that person, career, goal into an idol).
3. Do not take God's name in vain (this includes stating in your thoughts or speech 'Oh
MY GOD', 'JESUS', etc. in the place of cussing or exclamations of excitement). It is
wrong, called "blaspheme", and is counted against you as disrespect of who God is.
4. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy (the day God rested and just enjoyed
creation- Saturday, Genesis 2:2). Have you always taken a full day off and not sinned?
You are starting to get the point.
5. Honor your mother and father (with your mind and actions always without
complaint).
6. Don't Murder. Very specifically do not murder and do not lead yourself to hatred
wishing someone to be dead.
7. Don't commit adultery (staying pure to your covenant and not intentionally going
out tempting others before and after marriage in your mind, heart, and in actions). No
stealing other mens' wives in suggestive thoughts are deeds- staying loyal to the one
you love.
8. Do not steal (that includes anythings small like a paperclip, toy when you were
young, pen, or cookie from the cookie jar).
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9. Don't lie, not even a supposed small 'white' lie is justifiable. Be tactfully truthful
having a heart to build people up or just remain silent instead.
10. Do not Covet- do not want or desire what others have. Be patient and work hard
earning your own stuff instead. This coincides with stealing and adultery in your heart.
God gave us a conscious that coincides with these 10 laws. Romans 2:14-15. So
even to the worse offender on the other side of the world (me being in Japan the exact
opposite side of the world I grew up) I can address these issues of wrong with them
and they would agree it's wrong before God, even though they love to violate these
laws.
BEING RELIGIOUS: Romans 1:25, "Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.
Amen." People are different from all creatures seeking something missing inside. The
religious nature of people alone shows we long for our Creator. You don't see squirrels
or monkeys doing religious ceremonies. God has set eternity, the things of Him, in our
hearts. Ecclesiastes 3:11. We see the evidence and proof that He created everything
through mathematics, logic, uniformity in nature, and the simple fact that morality
exists. Intelligence begets intelligence scientifically (Science being: the study of
repeatable laws and processes). Romans 1:20. This is why there are so many people
trying to seek God in their own religious way. We are noticeably different from all the
life on Earth. We have this desire to seek God. This is why people create so many
religions to seek or become like Him, many ending in the worship of mere things that
were created by God instead (such as how Evolutionist worship nature as 'God', and
make up pretend ways to support their blind faith with no scientific beginning). But God
demands for us to look at what the evidence shows to make our decisions and verdict.
God demands we follow and seek truth. Proverbs 23:23. And with all of that effort all of
mans morality (living as a "good person"), good works (living with a "good life"),
religion, and philosophies cannot bridge us to God. They cannot overcome our
cancerous, destructive, contaminating sins. Isaiah 64:6, "...we are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away." Philippians 3:8, "Yea doubtless, and
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung..." Sin
contaminates any "goodness" we strive to have with the muddy, bloody
incriminating stains of our own individual sins.
In John 14:6, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me." John 10:9, "I am the door: by me if any man enter
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." Mathew 7:13-14, "13
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Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is he gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." Matthew
7:21-23, "21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." Matthew
13:41-12, "41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, 42 and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them
into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth."
Jesus loves you. God loves you.
Jesus provided His historic promised sacrifice dying on the cross out of love for us.
This paid and covered our sin providing us a way to have our relationship restored with
God that was separated by our sin that we need to serve eternal consequence for (sin
is all the bad things we naturally do, all the cancerous deeds and thoughts we have).
We can’t take back our actions. We can’t take back our thoughts. We can’t take back
our words…but we can be forgiven for them if we repent (acknowledge them) and
believe accepting what Jesus did. Romans 10:9
2 Peter 2:5 states that God “…did not spare the ancient world when He brought the
flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and
seven others”. The door of the Ark was left open for one full week before the storms
that were generated came. God wouldn’t have had Noah make the Ark as big as it was
for no purpose. It was big enough to accommodate anyone who wanted to enter. But
like Noah and the people of his day, overall it is up to us to choose to get onboard
God’s plan of restoration for us.
Admit you understand that you are a sinner before God. Accept Jesus death and His
resurrection from the dead 3 days later proving who He was. He did this to provide the
payment so we don’t have to be righteously judged for our atrocities and go to a level
of Hell. Then live your life with true faith in want He states in His word to help guide us,
the Bible, to shine as a light and example to the world…not out of ‘being religious’ but
rather out of love and a changed heart. We will overcome our hardships one step at a
time with His power to help and guide. Get our mind off ourselves to loving God
therefore loving others since He is the God who loves- this includes those who we
don’t like and even having concern for our enemies. 1 John 4:8. Matthew 5:44.
Jesus lived a perfect life, was crucified- died in our place. And to show what He did He
rose from the grave! You can't earn eternal life, it is God's gift to all who humble
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themselves and come to Jesus. Romans 10:9, "That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved."
We believe a follower of Christ has had a conversion of the heart. (Jeremiah 31.33.)
True faith will begin to show the fruit of those new desires in your heart as evidence of
a true conversion. This is the fruit of the convictions of the Holy Spirit now indwelling
inside of you. (Acts 20:21, 2 Corinthians 5:17, James 2:14-25, Galatians 5:22-23, 1
Corinthians 3:16 & 6:19-20).
We believe to be saved is NOT by working hard or doing some sort of religious ritual.
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Jesus died and took our punishment so we would not have to. (1
John 2:2 & 4:10).
We believe…no…we know that you can 100% know you are saved. Do you 100%
know where you will go when you die? We know we can have 100% assurance of
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. We cannot be saved or kept secure by any form of
religious actions, sacrament, or works. Again, we cannot be “kept saved” by our works.
(Ephesians 2:8-9.) Only Jesus Christ has the power to save, we accept by faith and
faith alone which leads to a genuine change of heart and actions in life evidence, our
life’s “fruit”. (James 2:14-26 & Matthew 7:15-20). Again, "yes", we can have full
assurance of our salvation. (1 John 5:13). You just have to rest your hope on Jesus &
what He did, not your actions or works. Jesus saves alone.
CAN PEOPLE LOSE THEIR SALVATION? This is a great question since there are
typically two polarized sides to this, a black or a white. There is more about this
polarization in the “Calvanism/Arminianism” section. So, “Can Lose” vs. “Eternally
Never Lose Salvation”, which is or is neither right? We can address this issue now
since we already learned about salvation itself. We here at VLCC take the position
of accepting people of either side of this debate. The main focus actually comes
down to two topics. 1st topic being FALSE CONVERSION.
False Conversion is a topic addressed regularly in the Bible such as in Jesus’
teachings in the book of Matthew:
Matthew 7:21-23, “21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.”
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Key word there is the “never” in verse 23. Never is “οὐδέποτε” (oudépote) in the
Koine Greek. This word means; “not even at any time, i.e. never at all:—neither at any
time, never, nothing at any time”. James 2:14 states, “What does it profit, my brethren,
if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?” The
answer to that is an obvious proclamation of ‘NO!’ Because a person with a real, 2
Corinthians 5:18, reconciliation to relationship with God will show a life changed by the,
2 Corinthians 5:17, new creation/new creature you have become through this
relationship. Things will change. The Holy Spirit will start to convict.
So when you have a person who is very dedicated at first then goes off into sin to
never come back again to God, one side will declare: “They fell off that spiritual cliff &
lost their salvation!” But the other side will simply proclaim, “They were a false convert
from the start. Situations that God allowed in their lives brought them to reveal this to
themselves.”
There is a truth: Works cannot save you nor keep you saved. Ephesian 2:8-9, as
stated before, addresses this. Jesus is the one who saves you and keeps you covered
in your salvation, not us saving ourselves in any way (John 3:16). This keeps a lot of
stress off of us!
Jesus speaks much further on this topic of false conversion in Matthew using the real
life imagery of sowing seeds (planting seeds).
Matthew 13

The Parable of the Sower
“1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2 And great
multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and
the whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 And he spake many things unto them in
parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 4 And when he sowed, some
seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell
upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were
scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 And some fell among
thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 8 But other fell into good ground,
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.
9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
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The Purpose of Parables
10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in
parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever
hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in
parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah which saith, By hearing
ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive: 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted,
and I should heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for
they hear. 17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them

The Parable of the Sower Explained
18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any one heareth the word of
the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth
away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.
20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the
word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a
while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is
offended. 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word;
and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that
heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth,
some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened
unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when the blade
was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So the
servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed
in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath
done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?
29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to
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the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them:
but gather the wheat into my barn.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is
the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches
thereof………

The Parable of the Tares Explained
………36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.
37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;
38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares
are the children of the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40 As therefore the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41 The
Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
2nd, So the question then transforms to, “…will God allow for people to choose
to leave the faith?”
Lose Salvation example will say that, “Revelation 3:5 it implies that God does erase
some people from the book of life, and that these people would once be born again,
justified, saved, and, nevertheless, in the end condemned, lost, and perish. In other
words, they lose their salvation on that reading of the verse”. Revelation 3:5, “He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels.”
Eternally Never Lose example would rebuttal, “The promise, “I will not erase his name
from the book of life”, does not necessarily imply that some do have their names
erased. It simply says, to the one who is in the book, and who conquers in faith: I will
never wipe your name out. In other words, being erased is a fearful prospect, which I
(God) will not allow to happen to those who persevere. Revelation teaches that to
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have your name in the book of life means that you will most definitely persevere and
conquer and thus meet the condition not to be blotted out.
Now another argument from the Eternally Never Lose side; they also will state that,
“You have verses like, John 10:28-30, ’28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father,
which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one.’ & Ephesians 1:13, ‘In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise’.”
Eternally Never Lose example would be, “See here! No one, especially no mere
man, could ever “pluck” us our of Jesus hand, which is cover by God the Father’s
hand, then sealed with the Holy Spirit!” Many even ‘Lose Salvation’ believers would
admit this to be very true statement.
Lose Salvation example rebuttal would be, “But it doesn’t say God doesn’t let you
have the choice to leave on your own free will!”
Key thoughts:
Philippians 2:12–13 states, “12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of his good pleasure.” This means that there must be an effort on your part to
make sure you really have that faith based relationship with God, not just a religious
one which has no saving value.
Philippians 3:12, “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus.” This means we are never to be cavalier or trifling about your perseverance.
God uses real warnings to keep us vigilant and to keep us persevering. We are safe,
but we are not careless. That is the point. Press on to make salvation your own, as
Paul says, because Christ has made you His own.
There are dangerous sin cultures that tends to develop from both sides of the salvation
Eternally Never Lose vs. Lose Salvation arguments if you get too caught up in either
or philosophy.
==================================================================
Overconfident, “I can do whatever I want because grace of forgiveness covers all!”
Eternally Never Lose followers tend to have radical offshoots who believe that they
can do whatever they want because they are covered from their sin by Jesus. They
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take verse like Ephesians 1:7,“In whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace”. We already talked about
what the book of James speaks on this topic, faith without works is dead, not a saving
faith. They would fall directly here.
==================================================================
Lack of Confidence, “I must work as hard as I can to pay/bribe to maybe keep favor
with God.” Lose Salvation followers have the polar opposite radical offshoot sin
tendencies. They lean to the sins of works based Salvation supported with having no
security (living in fear) to be able to know if they even have a saving relationship with
God! They believe they never can know. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Paul shows that we
are to address ministry life with the attitude of an athlete. This is the single area of the
bible I find causing the most confusion for many about sin in this extreme offshoot
culture. These verses tend to be looked at outside of the context in which Paul was
preaching to make their own false doctrine of permanent insecurity (needing works to
have any hope of salvation), contradicting Ephesians 2:8-9.
==================================================================
1 Corinthians 9:24-27, “24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that striveth for the
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we
an incorruptible. 26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateth the air: 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”
The first line & last lines here are the confusion. “‘Castaway” is disqualification/being
disapproved. 1 Corinthians 9:27 word for “disqualified” is the opposite of the word
“qualified” or “approved.” The Koine Greek word used in the biblical texts is
‘adokimos’. The word ‘approved’ is a good translation of its’ Greek word root ‘dokimos’,
but it can also be translated as ‘acceptable’ or ‘pleasing’. ‘A’ (alpha) in the beginning is
a negative particle turning the word into the opposite meaning..
What is most important is that the word was often used in connection with money. The
ancient world did not have paper money, but used coins as currency. The precious
metals used for these coins were melted down and poured into molds. Once the metal
cooled, the coins would be put into circulation. Some people, however, would shave
the edges off these coins so they could take the shavings and make additional coins.
But since the coins were valued based on weight, such a practice would reduce the
value of the coins that had been shaved. This was such a problem that during one year
in Athens, over 80 laws were passed to try and stop the practice of coin shaving.
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Not surprisingly, there were people who had the job of examining coins to make sure
they had the proper weight. If you were selling something for 10 silver coins, and you
suspected that you were getting paid with shaved coins, you could take your coins to
this person and have them weigh the coins to make sure that they were the proper
weight. You didn’t want to get cheated by being paid with coins that contained less
silver than they were supposed to. This person who examined and weighed the coins
was called a dokimos, an approver. A dokimos made sure that only coins of the proper
weight were kept in circulation (Genesis 23:16; Zechariah 11:13 example of using
weight to verify).
This helps us understand several of the New Testament texts where God is described
as the ‘dokimos’ of men. E.G. Rom 14:18, “For he that in these things serveth Christ is
acceptable to God, and approved (dokimos) of men.” 2 Corinthians 10:18, “For not he
that commendeth himself is approved (dokimos), but whom the Lord commendeth.” 2
Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved (dokimos) unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” James1:12, “Blessed is
the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried (dokimos), he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” God is the weigher
of men, the one who make sure that we are not cutting corners, taking shortcuts, or
cheating others. The problem with this word as it relates to the gospel is that some
people teach that God’s works based approval has something to do with whether or not
we receive eternal life from God. They teach that if God does not approve of
someones works, this means that God does not give them eternal life. But this is not
what the word means at all. The approval of works by God has nothing to do with
whether or not a person has eternal life, but instead has to do with whether or not
God’s finds a person useful and honest in their dealings with others. Due to this,
“useful” is a good synonym for the Greek word ‘dokimos’. So what was Paul teaching
in 1 Corinthians 9:27?
First Corinthians 9:27 is sometimes misquoted to try and show that not even Paul was
certain that he would go to heaven when he died (insecurity of salvation). Paul writes
that he keeps close watch over his body so that he does not end up disqualified
(adokimos). Many of us have listened to a sermon not long ago in which the pastor
said that, “if even the Apostle Paul could not know for sure that he had eternal life, it
was the height of arrogance to believe that we had it. All we can do, (this pastor
taught) was try our hardest and hope that when we stood before God, we discovered
that we had done enough.” Thankfully, that hopeless message is not what Paul is
teaching at all or ever taught. We fight not because salvation is based on the merit of
works, but because faith without works is dead (James 2:26). Our confidence is found
in Jesus Christ, not our own performance (2Timothy 1:7, “For God hath not given us
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the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind”). It is true that Life is
a proving ground for whether faith is alive or dead—a proving ground for whom we
trust. Paul was confident that absolutely nothing would be able to separate him from
God's love (Rom. 8:38–39). 1 John 5:13, “These things have I written unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know (which in the Koine Greek
wording & tenses stating that we absolutely 100% can know) that ye have eternal
life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” So there is no need to
have fear that you might not be saved once you have this relationship- all you could
biblically argue is ‘if a person could potentially chose to leave this relationship,
divorcing themselves from God or not’. You cannot biblically argue that you can lose
your salvation via your failure on works performance within the context of scripture.
In context, Paul compares his ministry to that of a runner who seeks to obtain a prize.
The prize that people compete for in a game is a perishable crown, but we seek an
imperishable crown. Toward this end, Paul runs with certainty, not with uncertainty (1
Corinthians 9:23-26). In the following context (remember chapter & verse divides
are manmade additions to the Bible) Chapter 10 continues the thoughts of what is
being talked about here in chapter 9. Paul gives the example of people who were
disqualified. He writes about some of the Israelites who had all the same blessings and
benefits as everyone else, but who died in the wilderness (1 Corinthians 10:1-12). The
point in the entire context is not about receiving eternal life or going to heaven
when Paul dies, but is instead about being faithful and useful to God in what God
wants to accomplish in Paul’s life. The prize is not eternal life, for eternal life is a
free gift of God that you cannot earn, it is beyond our grasps of achievement. That is
why Jesus had to come and die in our place.
The prize, or the crown, is significance in the Kingdom of God, blessing in Paul’s life
and ministry, and praise from God when he stands before Him for a life well-lived in His
service. So Paul is not concerned with losing his eternal life, but is very much
concerned with being disqualified for ministry. Paul’s desires to continue his ministry,
and to run in a way that is pleasing and honoring to God, he runs with care and
perseverance. The same thing is true for your life. Being disqualified does not mean
losing eternal life, but losing your ministry/your opportunity to serve God in this life. It
is these things Paul could lose, and which any of us can lose as well if we fail to love,
follow, and obey God.
Let’s break down these verses to understand further this truth:
1) I run... I fight: Sporting events were big in Paul’s day as well as in our own. This
was especially meaningful to the Corinthians, because their city was the center for the
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Isthmian Games, second in prestige to the ancient Olympics. Paul often uses figures
from arena competition (at least twelve different references in his letters), including
examples of runners, boxers, gladiators, chariot racers, and trophies.
2) Run in such a way that you may obtain it: Paul tells us to train and compete as
athletes who really want to win. Without effort, nothing can be won in a sporting event.
To compete as an athlete, one must be temperate. This term refers to the manner in
which Roman athletes had to train for ten months before being allowed in the games.
An athlete must refuse things that may be fine in themselves, but will hinder the pursuit
of his goal. Even so, the Corinthians must refuse things that are fine in themselves (like
meat sacrificed to idols- 1 Corinthians 8), because having them may hinder the pursuit
of the important goal: an imperishable crown, a heavenly reward that will never pass
away.
3) I keep/discipline my body: Discipline is a weak translation. The ancient Greek word
means “to strike under the eye; to give a black eye.” Paul didn’t want his body to lord it
over his entire being. Bring it into subjection literally means to lead about as a slave.
Paul made sure that his body was the servant, and his inner man was the master. The
desires of his body were not going to rule over his entire self. But Paul did not think
the body itself was evil; after all, it belongs to Jesus (1 Corinthians 6:20); nor would he
agree with later ascetics who punished their bodies in a quest for super-holiness.
Through the centuries, supposed “Christians” known as flagellants would literally whip,
beat, and torture themselves in a misguided attempt to fulfill this verse. Usually, these
“Christians” thought they could pay for their sins through such self-torture, and they
refused to recognize that Jesus paid all of the penalty of their sin. This violates
Ephesians 2:8-9, not saved by ours outward works.
4) when I have preached to others: Paul sees himself as both a herald of the games
(who announced the rules), and as a participant. Paul told others the rules of the
game, and he had to follow the rules himself. Preached: Refers to the office of the
herald, at these games, whose business it was to proclaim the conditions of the
games, display the prizes, exhort the combatants, excite the emulation of those who
were to contend, declare the terms of each contest, pronounce the names of the
victors, and put the wreath crown on their heads. I myself should become
disqualified/castaway: In this context, disqualified doesn’t refer to the loss of
salvation (no Greek’s citizenship was revoked upon losing), but the loss of reward.
Same for us, are salvation is not based on our works based performance (as some sort
of prize or goal we can achieve), but rather on the performance of Jesus Christ given
as a free gift to all. Castaway/Disqualified signifies such a person as the judges of the
games reject as not having deserved the prize. So Paul himself might have his
ministry be rejected by the great Judge; and to prevent this, he ran, he contended, he
denied himself, and brought his body into subjection to his spirit, and had his spirit
governed by the Spirit of God.
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==================================================================
So with both sides there are issues and problems if you take them to the extremes.
That is why, in imitation of the Bible, we at VLCC do not emphasize either or
opinion here when teaching, but rather emphasize and make bold print the warnings
of false conversion. We do this since if you are a true believer it will be shown
through a true active faith. This will result in your security knowing that you actually
have relationship with God. Once you have this relationship with God you can stay
eternally secure in it without fear of somehow losing this relationship with Him that you
cherish and love. The problem solely comes when you truly don’t cherish or love God.
2 Corinthians 13:5 & 2 Peter 1:10, show that we are responsible to test to make sure
we ourselves are of the faith. This is the charge to us as the Church in which we
focus.
2 Corinthians 13:5, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates?”
2 Peter 1:10, “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall”.
6. APPLICATION OF TEACHINGS (also see "Bible"): We believe that no matter what
denomination or historic Bible culture you follow, you must follow what God says in His
word above any teacher, teaching, or philosophy. (2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Timothy 3:15-17,
John 10:35). Teachers are human and can at times make mistakes. We believe that we
are held individually responsible on how we conduct ourselves with the word [the
Bible]. (2 Timothy 2:15). For the word of God cuts through to the heart of matters past
surface tension and side symptoms we face in life. (Hebrews 4:12). We believe all
must take a respectful 'Berea' approach to any teachings received to make sure all
teachings lines up with scripture. (Acts 17:11). We believe that you should take
whatever questions you have and diligently compare the answers you receive from a
teacher to the scripture to confirm what God has to say on the matter, reading the
'before' and 'after' verses for context. God promises to help you understand when you
remove yourself and idolatry of others (idolizing teachers) out of the way. (1
Corinthians 2 & 3). We believe that Biblical leaders should always redirect people's
attention off themselves and point the people instead to seek & see God. (Acts 3:6 &
14:15). We believe that teachers and all Christians alike must be bold to stand and
state truth while willing to examine themselves for error. (Acts 4 & 2 Timothy 2:15).
Proverbs 27:6, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy
are deceitful."
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7. THE END TIMES
From the very first Bible prophecy in Genesis 3:15 showing the promises of the Savior
to come born of a virgin & 332 other prophecies about the 1st coming of Christ...and so
His Second coming has so many more prophecies of the same.
We believe in and that Bible prophecies (the prophecies in the Bible) are to encourage
us. 1 Corinthians 14:3.
We believe the Bible strictly states that we are not to live in "the world is ending" fear or
become lazy/idle at working because of these future prophecies.
2 Thessalonians chapters 1-3.
We believe the Bible strictly forbids our assumption that we are living in the End Times
wrath of God, He states His wrath is not for us as the Church. 1 Thessalonians 5:9.
We believe instead we need to follow the teachings of Jesus through Peter & during
these closing times be extra selfless in love as well as very extra hospitable. 1 Peter
4:7-11.
We follow the example seen in the past fulfillment of Bible prophecies recorded in &
outside of Scriptures, by taking Bible prophecy literally on these topics-not just
Spiritually. Whole Bible is full of these examples.
We believe Bible prophecy is like archeology. Some things we dig up & we find the
exact place where someone lived or did this event. Other things we generally know
the area of & are constantly digging to find clues to give the full clarity of the
more exact event or location- but generally we know what happened.
Some Bible prophecies given as exact information: King Cyrus named & shown
historically recorded 150 years before he existed. Isaiah 44:24, 26-28 + 45:1-13.
Some Bible prophecies portray concepts in which we will see in full clarity as the days
get closer to their accomplishment. Look at the pictorial language in Revelation 9:17
which seems like armored vehicles being explained by an ancient person. In these
future prophecies we understand the direction & concepts but can't see the exact
clarity of what is presented visually until it actually happens.
We believe the world today is in its last days, and we can see the signs leading up to
the end of times. Christ said that some signs would be wars and rumors of wars,
nations against nations, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, etc (Matthew 24:6-7).
We believe that the End Times clock has truly been revealed counting down because
of the drastic increase in technology (knowledge) as well as the restoration of Israel in
1948. Daniel 12:4, Amos 9:14-15, Ezekiel 37:10-14.
NOTE: In Isaiah 66:7-8, the prophet foreshadowed the re-birth of Israel in 1948. Isaiah
describes a woman giving birth before going into labor, and he speaks of a country
being born in one day. This accurately describes what happened on May 14, 1948 when the Jews declared independence for Israel as a united and sovereign nation for
the first time in 2900 years. During that same day, the United States issued a
statement recognizing Israel’s sovereignty. And, only hours beforehand, a United
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Nations mandate expired, ending British control of the land. During a 24-hour span of
time, foreign control of the land of Israel had formally ceased, and Israel had declared
its independence, and its independence was acknowledged by other nations. Modern
Israel was literally born in a single day.
We believe God has never left Israel & is still using her people as well as God will
prophetically bless those who bless Israel, God's object lesson people. Jeremiah
30:11+Genesis 12:3.
We believe in the HARPAZO in Koine Greek, Rapture in Latin Bibles [Medieval Latin
‘raptura’ ("seizure, kidnapping"), which derives from the root ‘raptus’ ("a carrying off”)],
which is the SNATCHING AWAY in English. This is when Christ will call up the Church
existing on the Earth into the sky to avoid as well as let loose the coming main
Antichrist, who will deceive the world with his delusions & rebellion against God with a
false peace. 1 Thessalonians 4:18, Daniel 8:25, 1 Thessalonians 5:3, 2 Thessalonians
2:9-12.
We believe the works of the believer will then be judged at the judgment seat of Christ.
1 Corinthians 3:13 + 2 Corinthians 5:10). Not for salvation, but for recompense and
rewards which we will be able to cast back at the feet of Jesus. The believers will then
enjoy what the Bible calls the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Revelation 19:9-10.
We believe that on earth the seven year tribulation will begin after the Harpzo, also
typically known as the "Rapture" (see statements above for details). At this time, the
Antichrist will make himself known to the world as one that brings peace and stability to
the world. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-12. This time is referred by the Bible as the beginning
of sorrows. Matthew 24 + Daniel 9. Half way through the tribulation (3 ½ years into it),
the Antichrist will sit in the temple of God in the place of God, committing what the
Bible calls the abomination of desolations spoken of by Daniel (Daniel 9). At this point,
the great tribulation will begin, making the second half of the tribulation worse than the
first.
We believe at the end of the seven years, the second coming of Christ will take place,
in which all His children will descend with Christ as our Conqueror and King. The saints
will be robed in white riding a white horse right behind Christ (Revelation 19:11-16). At
this point, the nations will try to unite and fight against Christ. This battle is called the
battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19:19-21). The battle will really be no battle at all, for
Christ will speak and with His voice will He defeat the nations (Revelation 19:21).
Immediately following will be the Millennial Reign of Christ, which during those 1,000
years, Satan will be bound. At the end of those 1,000 years, Satan will be loosed again
for his final attempt to defeat Christ. The earth will be then destroyed. 2 Peter 3:9-10.
Satan will then be cast into the Lake of Fire, death and hell will also be cast into the
Lake of Fire. Revelation 20:8-10. At that time, God will make a new heaven and a new
earth and in it will be the New Jerusalem, where the saints will forever abide with
Christ. (Revelation 21:1-7).
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8. RESURRECTION: We believe in the resurrection of the saved and the lost; those
who are saved by faith in the finished work of Christ to the resurrection of life, and
those who are not unto the resurrection of damnation. (John 5:28-29).
9. MARRIAGE & GENDER: We joyfully comply to God's ordained definition of
marriage (one man married to one woman) as identified in the Bible. Genesis 2:19-25,
Mark 10:6-9, Ephesians 5:25. We do not support the homosexuality/lesbian, genderfluid, nor transgender movement or any other types of movements not supported by
God shown through the word (the Bible). These movements are formed through
political attacks against the very foundational basic government structure (the family) in
which our entire larger Governments are rested upon. Marriage is an object lesson
between the relationship of God & His people. (Entire Book of Hosea, Revelation
21-22) These other relationship are formed through people’s choices & in reality are
not recognized as legitimate before God because of the destructive physical nature,
heart issues (to include mental), & lies they are based off of deifying our own lusts over
what was originally designed as “good”. But us locally are called to love on them as
we are all sinners & want all to come to repentance but not to endorse their behaviors.
Romans 1:21-27, Leviticus 20:13, Deuteronomy 22:5, Romans 3:23, 2 Peter 3:9, John
3:16-21. We do not believe that women are lesser in any means then men- all equal
under God but were created with different biological roles, therefore are given different
guidelines to fulfill which the other cannot. Galatians 3:26-29, Genesis 1:27.
10. LIFE IN & OUT OF THE WOMB: We are one hundred percent supportive and
protective of the sanctity of the yet to be born children lives & immediately given birth
too. Life is originally from the very breath of God passed down to us since Genesis 1 &
2. We believe and embrace that God says that the child’s life starts in the mother’s
womb. And we will help those and support those who are pregnant through this. We
also support & assist families to help them grow their young ones in the love of Christ
in whatever capacity we can. Genesis 1:27, Jeremiah 1:5, Psalm 8:5-7, Job 31:15,
Psalm 22:10.
Isaiah 49:15
15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the
son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.
Psalm 139:13-16
13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.
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14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works;
and that my soul knoweth right well.
15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect; and in thy book all my
members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was
none of them.
Psalm 127:3-5
3 Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.
5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but
they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

11. ISREAL: We always will be a blessing to Israel. We believe what God said Israel is
His center of the map for the Earth, with Jerusalem as His epicenter. The Bible alone
views history from the vantage point of Israel, especially from Genesis 12 through Acts
8. The prophet Isaiah, for instance, envisioned Israel as occupying "the center of the
earth": In that day shall Israel be … a blessing in the midst of the earth. Isaiah 19:24,
“In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the
midst (the heart) of the earth”. Genesis 49:9, Numbers 24:9.
Genesis 12:3
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed.
Joel 2:1
1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand;
==================================================================
SECTION 3: ORGANIZATION & FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH
1. God's model for the church
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in prayers”, Acts 2:42
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We see the second chapter of Acts as a blueprint for how God intends His church to
operate. So we try very hard to remain as close to this model as possible. That early
church was a Spirit filled group of believers who strongly proclaimed the Gospel, met
together to study the Scriptures, prayed about everything all of the time, worshiped
together, and became involved in each other's lives. Every action was led by and
empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We believe that the Church’s primary mission is to display the Glory of God.
(Ephesians 3:21). That the Church through this mission is to carry out as His loving
example, being a voice of His truth and voice for His message of salvation. (Matthew
5:13-16, Matthew 24:14, Matthew 28:19, 2 Corinthians 5:20). This should be reflected
in our weekly assemblies. (Hebrews 10:25).
The Church is 'the Bride of Christ' & the "Body of Christ" which is composed of ALL
those who are saved (those who have accepted Jesus's gift of salvation) around us. (1
Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 5:21-33, Revelation 19:6-9). Marriage is used
as an object lesson of true born Christians relationship with God (Hosea & Ephesians
5:21-33). Each true Christian being an individual cell in he body of this Bride, working
together for Christ and His purposes. (1 Corinthians 12:13-27). And His purposes
creates the foundations for better families, congregations, governments, better
workplaces….the list goes on and on.
We want to add an extra note here due to a large amount of confusion and
downright deception in today's world about “Church”.
The Church is NOT a building to take care of nor solely just a small local group of
believers. Ephesians 5:23, "...Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is
the Savior."
There is only one Church. We as believers are all 'cells' of the body of the Church, who
is the bride of Christ/the body of Christ. Biblically it is never ‘Vertical Life Calvary
Chapel Church' but rather 'The Church at Vertical Life'. 'Churches' plural is not in the
Biblical Greek text ever in the Bible. Church is always in the Greek singular and then
typically states a location where they reside. Some versions err in translation stating
'Churches' attempting to strive for clarity with our fallen religiosity. (Revelations 1-3 is
typically where this is found in translations). Again we are not divided in Christ but
rather united. Let no one separate, make separations, of what God has brought
together. (1 Corinthians 1:10-12). Now don't use this knowledge to divide. We all have
our faults, you too! (Romans 3:23). Just because some has the name 'Church' at the
end of their congregation title does not mean their unsaved or evil.
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We will know if someone is of the true Church by who they say Jesus is, their Gospel
message presentation, and fruit of the Spirit in their lives. (1 John, James, Galatians 5,
1 Corinthians 13) (see also "Salvation"). If someone says they are of the faith but don't
show it, make sure they understand the salvation message with love. You never want
to escort a religious false convert to Hell and the Lake of Fire when we can be 100%
SURE of our salvation. (James 5:19-20, 1 John 5:13.)
2. Church Government
“And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all”, Ephesians 1:22-23
The government of this church is vested in the believers who compose it. It is subject
to the control of no other ecclesiastical body, but it recognizes and sustains the
obligations of mutual counsel and cooperation, which are common to evangelical
Christian churches.
The governing council of this church consists of the senior pastor and the board of
elders. All who hold a position of authority in this fellowship must seek to serve the
members of the church family in any way necessary and appropriate, as led by the
Lord Jesus and in accordance with 1 Peter 5:1-4.
While different forms of Local Church government show up in Scripture, we feel that
the safest ground is to stay as close to God's original setup as we can. Early on, He
always led His people through men specifically called for this purpose. From the
prophets to men like Moses, God would speak and lead through them. While every
Pastor needs help and should consider the wise counsel of other Godly believers, the
final decision on all matters falls to him. His responsibility is to be led by the Spirit in
communicating God's will for the body, and to be a willing bondservant of Jesus Christ
- the head over all things regarding the Church. Jesus gave us two Helps to guide us:
The Holy Spirit and The Bible. 1 John 4:1-3 states that we are to test the spirits, be
cause the Holy spirit will never contradict what is taught in the Word of God. Note that
some places in the world do not have the Bible, therefore rely heavily on the Holy Spirit
for guidance in the truth. We test the Spirit with the Word of God which is sharp to
discern like a sword (Hebrews 4:12) as well as equipped to instruct & correct (2
Timothy 3:16-17).
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Structure of the local Church Congregation

Elders are to Teach & Oversee led by
the Pastor as the Head Elder.

Christ
I
Holy Spirit and Bible
I
Eldership - Congregation
I
Deacons

The Congregation is responsible for
Checking Doctrine, Restoration, Helping
with Identifying New Leader Candidates,
and Furthering Membership through
leading people to salvation and helping
disciple them further in Christ, Helping
Share Love.

Deacons are members of the Congregation that
sacrifice to be Servants dedicated to helping
ministries run physically, making sure needs are
met, all is safe. So these volunteers fulfill the role of
Congregation and Deacons both.

The Eldership, though in respectable Leadership of the Local Congregation, is not
above the congregation’s accountability. The Congregation is commanded in the Bible
to be a part of handling certain situations that occur, such as addressing
Excommunication (Matthew 18), bringing brethren in conflict to a wise man in Christ (1
Corinthians 6), When a brother or sister sins against you, you go to them (Matthew
18:15), wives of members should ask Spiritual questions of the husband first before
asking the upper leadership-avoids husband replacement problems (1 Corinthians
14:35), etc. It’s not just up to the Eldership alone to identify and begin the handling
process of problems & questions that occur nor be the only ones sharing love with new
peoples who come in. It is the responsibility of the entire Congregation as a family.
Matthew 12:46-50.
Eldership is not to lord over the Congregation, but rather be a guide and help to direct
them to God. When a final decision must be met, or a clarity given- Elders are there to
be responsible to bring things to a conclusion in a serving manner as mediator or
arbitrator following the fundamental principles given in God’s Word, the Bible. The
Biblical Qualifications For Eldership are in Titus 1:5-9, 1 Tim. 3:1-7, & 1 Peter 5:1-4.
Any aspiring to Eldership will be examined to see if they fit these qualifications after
they have taken the Basic Faith course. As seen in these verses, only men are
allowed to be Elders according to God’s Word. There are many reasonings why, the
most significant (I personally believe from a practical level) is that it shows the support
of the Husbands roles in their families as the servant leaders of their homes, as well as
shows what a good servant leader is like for emulation. Men Following the Word is key
for this.
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Psalm 119:105
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
2 Peter 1:19
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy (the Bible); whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts”

3. The call to the Pastoral ministry:
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ”, Ephesians 4:11-12.
The title “Pastor” is rooted in the Biblical metaphor of shepherding. The Old Testament
uses the Hebrew word ( רעהraʿah), which is used as a noun as in "shepherd," and as a
verb as in "to tend a flock." It occurs 173 or so and in 144 Old Testament verses we
find it relates to the literal feeding of sheep, as in Genesis 29:7. In Jeremiah 23:4, both
meanings are used (ra'ah is used for "shepherds" and "shall feed"), "And I will set up
shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.” This is the focus of the
Pastor, to bring the sheep to God’s feeding. Pastoral role is an Eldership role therefore
falls under the same requirements but typically a more intense background
examination check.
It is our belief that serving God's people as a Pastor is something that one must be
called to do by Jesus Himself, not a profession to be chosen. Also, we consider this to
be a sacrificial calling, whereby the Pastor exists to care for the spiritual needs of the
congregation and to always direct them to the vertical counsel and power of God.
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace”, Isaiah 9:6

Being a Pastor is not about power but instead privilege to help and guide people for
Jesus to Jesus in all aspects of life.
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We have three ranks of Pastors here at VLCC:
Lead Pastor (sometimes called the Senior Pastor): This is the main Pastor who is the
head of all of the Eldership and congregation. All final decisions are placed on him to
decide on with God, through the Holy Spirits guidance and the help of the written Word.
The Lead Pastor’s goal is to raise up leaders in whom which one day will replace him
and continue that same process.
CoPastor (Sometimes called an Associate Pastor): The CoPastors are typically of the
similar education and Spiritual maturity as the Lead Pastor, submitting to the overall
guidance of the Lead Pastor. Their job is as well to be critical and supportive, helping
in all decisions being made for the betterment of our Christian community. Legendary
Pastor, is an esteemed CoPastor position for Lead Pastors & CoPastors who no
longer can perform full Pastoral duties due to age or health or have fulfilled their term
as Lead Pastor therefore passing the ‘baton’. Legendary Pastors fulfill the role of
CoPastor without the full demand of time. Typically they fill in once and a while or
perform travel ministries filling in or being invited to teach at other congregations or at
special events on certain topics. Like the Lead Pastor’s goal, CoPastors raise up
leaders in whom which one day will replace them and will continue that same process.
Assistant Pastor: An Assistant Pastor is a Pastor in training. “Youth Pastor” would
typically fall into this role though a CoPastor could step in as a Youth Pastor as well if
desired. Assistant Pastor are assigned to another Pastor for growth under and first
hand accountability. Assistant Pastors are not to make any major decisions on their
own when other Pastors are reachable, but they do bear a lot of responsibility and day
to day simpler decision making.
Pastors fall under the title of Eldership in the Bible. Under these Pastoral positions we
also have what we call the Elder positions as well. Elders typically are lesser trained
in Bible Schooling than a Pastor, but have a vast Christian life of experience. Elders
are there to help & support the Pastors assisting doing direct Pastoral ministries such
as teaching, conflict resolution, and counseling.
James 3:1, “My brethren, be not many masters (teachers), knowing that we shall
receive the greater condemnation.”
Every 10 years a reevaluation will be done to see about changing up or rotating of
Eldership positioning, to include Lead Pastor, for continued growth and discipleship
opportunities. This will help with the reinvigoration of the local leadership. Those who
were in lead in the past can also return in the future to the same positioning, but it
takes about ten years to complete typical leadership projects and goals.
Micah 6:6-8
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6 Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of
oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?
8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
Humbleness in understanding that the Lord is in charge of the local Church is key
which allows for this change to occur. Changing of these potions is not mandatory, but
should occur and will occur giving enough time as we are obedient to go and Matthew
28:19-20
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
We must be preparing peoples to take our place!
Deacons & Deaconess: These are members of the congregation who step forth to
serve. In the Greek Deacon means servants/bond slaves. The term reflects back
even to the old Roman ships, massive, with hundreds of giant long oars to propel the
ship through the water. You have the top level of rowers on the deck. These Deacons
of the Bible would be more though of as the under rowers, in the rows of seats under
he main deck, working hard and propelling the ship forward while being covered in the
waste/dirt falling between the cracks of the upper deck onto them. Deacons are in
charge of making sure that the grunt work, constantly looking around to make sure
everything is clean/working to free up the Pastors and Elders to focus on teaching,
counseling, etc. I know I myself constantly pick things off the ground, clean up after
others- it does take time away from my studies, preparation, and other work that needs
to be done.
The distinction between Elder and Deacon is based on the pattern found in Acts 6:1–6.
The apostles were devoted “to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (v. 4). Since this
was their primary calling, seven men were chosen to handle more practical matters in
order to allow the apostles the freedom to continue with their work.
The only passage that mentions the qualifications for deacons is 1 Timothy 3:8–13. In
this passage, Paul gives an official but not exhaustive list of the requirements for
deacons.
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Woman can be a Deaconess Biblically. There are essentially two texts in which a case
could be made for women deacons in the New Testament—Romans 16:1 and 1
Timothy 3:11.
In Romans 16:1, Phoebe is called a “servant of the church of Cenchrea.” This word,
‘servant,’ is the same as ‘Deacon’ or ‘Minister’- Ministry is the job of a Deacons &
Leaders.
1 Timothy 3:11 uses the word ‘women’ (some translation mistakenly place ‘wives’
though it is not there in the Greek texts at all). It is wedged in the middle of a
discussion of the qualifications for deacons (vv. 8-13). Women Deacons is precisely in
the context of Deacons. Further, a second argument is that if wives were intended, why
does Paul mention nothing about wives in his section on Elder qualifications (1 Timothy
3:1-7)? If Paul was mentioning “wives” here it would make it even more important to
mention wives as well for Elders who are in charge of the Deacons! But Paul doesn’t.
When you think of congregations today, women make up the majority of people who
lead and perform Deacon duties whether they get the title or not.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Some congregations do not have women Deacons because they
typically elevate Deacons into Eldership responsibilities, such a teaching & overall
decision making. In these congregations, women would not be allowed to be
Deacons- since they are also acting Elders. For us, Deacons stay to the role of
Deacons - servants of the church Ministries. The same as the women serving in those
congregations.
Unlike Pastors or Elders, Deacon titles of ordinations typically are not given. Rather
they are generally observed in persons character once they accomplished the Basic
Faith course work. Normally you will not be called a Deacon but rather by whatever
ministry name you are performing- such as Security, Cleaning, Secretary, VBS Team,
etc.
Ordinations for these positions:
Ordination requirements for America is that it must be a formal process, be held by the
selection of an ordained Minister, must be a considered, deliberate, and responsible
act.
We follow by this concept.
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We already stated the requirements and testing for the positions above. Record of
those officially ordained will be maintained and kept in good standing until the person
departs or falls out of fellowship or sadly removed because of sin. The record then will
be moved to a historic file. Ordination of Missionaries, Evangelists, or Church
planting Pastors will remain active on file as we help and support them and the
endeavors God is using them for.
It is important to note that even though being as significant as, for example, the VLCC
Lead Pastor of the Congregation you planted, you still need to abide by the
requirements of VLCC ordination program shown here. This ensures that the
ordination remains legal in the eyes of the law.
1 Samuel 16:11-13
“11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There
remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto
Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 12 And he sent,
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and
goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 13 Then Samuel
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of
the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to
Ramah.”
David’s story reflects God’s heart for ordination. God equips those He calls into His
service. You can be formally educated and ordained, but that is not the only way to be
ordained- nor God’s ordination necessarily. There is a Spiritual and Legal side to
ordination.
Spiritual ordination
Spiritual ordination is the calling of God upon your life. This is the individual calling that
a person receives when called into ministry.
We give recognition of spiritual ordination celebrated through the ceremony of
the laying of hands, prayer, anointing oil, giving a recognition and dedication
ceremony. It could be done in a small environment or in front of many.
Legal ordination
Legal ordination is when the state and federal government recognize the work you do
as a pastor.
The IRS at this moment defines ordination as “a considered, deliberate, and
responsible act of the church.” Under this definition, ordination grants you
privileges, like certain tax benefits and the ability to perform marriages/funerals,
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according to your status. Alongside spiritual ordination, legal ordination can be done
through your own church by law, if it is outlined in your church’s articles of incorporation
and bylaws.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Moving forward in your calling. Once David was anointed King,
he spent many more years being shepherd to his father’s flock. It was during this time
David trained for his future. God is faithful through the whole process, like with David,
God teaches and trains to fulfill His call on your life.
God trains each of his leaders differently; there is beauty and strength in that. We want
to key in on making sure there is a firm and solid foundation that is not only recognized
by God, but also by the state. God has placed a special anointing over His pastors
and spiritual leaders. He trains and equips those He calls into His ministry, and it
doesn’t have to look the same way for everyone. With faithfulness, God will complete
the work He started in you (Philippians 1:6).
NOTE: BOARD OF DIRECTORS
All nonprofits must have governing board. According to IRS Publication 4221-PC, “A governing board
should be composed of persons who are informed and active in overseeing a charity’s operations
and finances.” Basically, a board of directors is the group of individuals responsible for the
management of the activities and affairs of a church, ministry, or other nonprofit.
Our board of directors is part of the leadership responsibilities of the the Church government.
The board is responsible for making governing decisions for the church. These decisions include
buying or leasing a building, making purchases for the Church, voting on compensation of the
pastor and staff, and many more. These decisions have to be documented in board
meeting minutes, which are then used to prove that our Church or ministry is following
proper procedures when making decisions.
Due to the importance of the role, it is crucial for our local Church and Ministries to have the
correct people on our board of directors.
Our board should always have a minimum of three people as the board of directors,
typically the President, Secretary and Treasurer positionally. Though Secretary and Treasurer
positions can vary from person to person among the board members-but these three positions
must be filled by someone, preferably not the same person if it can be avoided.
How to find the correct people for you board.
-The Lead Pastor is always in the role of President.
-The majority of the board should be unrelated.

Vertical Life Calvary Chapel

April 30, 2019

Page 37
 of 60

-The majority of the board should also be uncompensated.
Having a board that is majority unrelated and uncompensated is what we refer to as a balanced
board. This is our aim, though it takes time and effort to get and stay there.
A balanced board is a term created to describe two requirements found in IRS regulation. IRS
regulation requires that the majority of the members of the board be both unrelated and
uncompensated.
1. Unrelated: When a board is made up of mostly family, it falls out of balance. Treasury
Regulation 53.4958-3(b)(1) defines family as “spouse, brothers or sisters (by whole or half
blood), spouses of brothers or sisters (by whole or half blood), ancestors, children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren and spouses of children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren.” Under this definition, younger churches may find it a little more difficult
to establish a balanced board. But we do not have to be discouraged. Our board
members do not have to be members of the church, nor do they have to live in the same
city. They can be pastors and/or trusted individuals that you know want your church to
succeed and fall into qualifications..
2. Uncompensated: Another requirement is that the majority of the board be made up
of individuals that are uncompensated. A common question that comes up is, “Can a
board member serve as a “volunteer board member”, be compensated for serving in
another position such as pastor or worship leader, and be considered uncompensated?”
That is a legitimate question to ask; but in this instance, being compensated is not only
referring to compensation received because they are a board member. Rather, the IRS
considers a board member compensated if he/she receives any
compensation from the organization for serving in any position.
1. Evaluate our current board applicants to see if a majority is unrelated and
uncompensated.
2. If the majority is not unrelated and/or uncompensated, determine the number of people
that must be added in order to balance the board.
3. Adding and removing members of the Board is done by the counsel of the Elders led by
the final decision of the Lead Pastor. If Temporary Lead Pastor is needed to handle
Current Lead Pastoral discipline, one can be raised from the Elders by a simple
vote after engaging the Calvary Chapel Association (CCA) for wisdom on the matters.
4. Board Members do not need to consist only of Elders, but can consist of Deacon eligible
peoples as well. Elder eligibility is a requirement for voting board member, this is
only waived when there are not enough Elders available on the board to meet the
minimum 3 member requirements for a vote. Board members do not have to be local,
though distance board members will not be able to be present for all voting matters that
require immediate decisions.
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5. All Board members have the right to make appeals and be heard without repercussions
for passing thoughts that are within the realm of the Bible’s standards. This includes giving
the rights to all nonvoting board members to present thoughts on subjects.
Tip 1: Choose the people you know.
The easiest qualified people to consider as board members are the people we tend to be the
closest with - our friends. Friends are like the family we have chosen for ourselves. They see us
through the highs and lows of life. Friends are often the people that know us the best and can
deliver constructive criticism. .
Tip 2: Do your due diligence.
Though it may be easy to ask trusted friends to serve alongside you, there may be a point where
you are receiving recommendations for potential board members. As the saying goes, good
people know good people. And though this is typically the case, it is important to do some
research about the potential board member. Consider taking the following steps to ensure the
individual is a good fit for our church’s board- people we do not know well.
Some suggested steps that can help in investigating a Board Member Applicant:
1. Request an application from them. Ask potential board members to list their
qualifications and why they believe they would be a good fit. They should provide references
from any other churches they have attended and worked with in the past and other boards they
have served on. Requiring an application can also show genuine interest on that individual’s
behalf. Connecting with people they have worked and served with previously will shed light on
how effectively they communicate and work on a team.
2. Hold an interview with the perspective board member and other members.
Your board is inevitably going to end up spending a lot of time together making decisions that
are going to affect your church or ministry in a very tangible way. It’ll be important for there to
be a healthy atmosphere for discussion and resolution. You may even consider a “trial period”
where the perspective board member can interact with the current board members in a more
social setting.
3. Give them a clear job description and invite letter with duties and
responsibilities explained. Just like any other role, the board of directors should have a
clear understanding of what is required of them, what they are responsible for, and how they
can best serve the church. It’s best to issue a “Board Member Invitation Letter” at the outset to
help with this clarity.
4. We can consider running a background check on any perspective board
members. In the case of Texas woman, Pamela June Alberts, who confessed to theft of “about
$67,000”. A background check would have revealed that she had two prior misdemeanors of
theft, as well as a felony of theft of property according to online records. Had the church done
its due diligence, the case would have potentially been avoided.
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Once you take the steps above, you’ll know that you can rely on your board of
directors.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.
10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not
another to help him up.
11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?
12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

4. Local Membership for VLCC
MEMBERSHIP: We have two types of members here:
1. Local Fellowship members are those who are Christians and come to services.
2. Associate members are those who are not a Christian but come to services.
Both of these categories are held accountable to the Biblical standards shown here &
more revealed in God’s Word by the leadership in authority. This includes the sad
reality of being potentially removed from fellowship and the congregation if becoming
obsessed with destructive sinful activities. This will happen after loving, but strict efforts
are taken, striving and leading for your repentance and restoration from your sin life
you assume. More on this under our “Excommunication” section.
Voting does not typically occur outside of Ministry Leaders, which to be one requires
taking the Basic Faith course to step up into positionally. All members are made aware
of general and certain issues so they can pass on their inputs to the appropriate
Ministry Leaders in their life. All members are encouraged to be apart of a home
fellowship, if not create one once taking the Basic Faith course. The Leaders of these
Home Fellowships are also considered Ministry Leaders, able to receive and bring
forth inputs to the upper leadership as well as help with voting on major issues.
Smaller daily issues the leadership will handle alone. Hebrews 10:25, Hebrews
13:17, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. NOTE: All membership personal information ever
obtained is to be kept to a need to know basis. Biblical Counselee’s information is kept
confidential basis between parties involved, but sometimes may need to be released to
minimal government/government related authorities due to the realms of safety
involved. Picture, photos, video, etc. at public events are not censored beyond
morality censorship based on the Biblical standard and may be applied to any social
network. This is because the media was taken to show the reality of events and
moments alike. This is an open social environment and will be kept to this standard.
2 Timothy 1:7, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind”.
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We are a location receiving the already members of God’s family to meet
together, fellowship, & keep each other supported toward the Vertical
relationship with God our Father. We are also a place where people who are not
members of God’s family can, through association with us, come to become a full
member of God’s adopted family by (in summery); accepting who Jesus is God, what
He has accomplished by dying on the cross for our sins, three days later resurrecting
from the tomb opening a path for our justification from our sins which condemn us and
separate us from God. John 1:12, Galatians 3:26, Ephesians 1:5, Romans 8:14-17,
Romans, 9:26, 2 Corinthians 6:18, 1 John 3:1, Hebrews 10:25. More revealed about
this is our “Salvation” section.
To be a little more clear, a Christian is:
• One who sees the affect of sin on the is world (negative deterioration, death, disease,
pestilence, famine, war, desires for cruelties).
• Believes that it is sin (sin: our inherited and willful violation of what is truly right since
the Garden of Eden, Genesis chapter 2-3) that separates us from God since God is
perfect and just. For example: Isaiah 59:2 “But your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not
hear.”
• Christians believe that there is no physical ‘good works’ we can do can earn God’s
favor, bribe God to let us into Heaven, or conquer our sin. -We need to choose
instead to turn around from our sins to Jesus for salvation and restoration to God
through belief in His payment. For example Isaiah 64:6, “But we are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags (literally ‘the best we can do are
nothing but soiled menstrual cloths compared to God’s perfection. Our righteousness
is tainted with sin); and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away”.
• Christians believe that Jesus is God in human flesh. -Believe that Jesus is the
promised Messiah, God’s rescue plan for us promised since Genesis 3:15 to reunite
us to God.
• Christians believe that Jesus humanly came born of a virgin.
• Believe that Jesus historically died on the cross paying for our sins legal violation that
condemns us to Hell.
• Believes Hell is the place that will be thrown into the forever burning lake of fire with
those inside it to be eternally separate from God’s revealed presence.
• And Christians believe Jesus rose again from the grave, showing His payment in full
for our crimes (all past, present, and future sins) that separate us from God so we
once again can be in full fellowship with Him.
• A Christian turns in what we call “repentance” to Salvation by accepting and proven
by following the path of Jesus that He has laid out for us instead of our own way.
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If you asked God for forgiveness & believe this then you are a member of the family of
God. We can vouch for others around us being saved by the fruits their actions show in
life.
1 John 2:2-5, “2 And He (Jesus) is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And hereby we do know that we know Him, if
we keep His commandments. 4 He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in Him. 5 But whoso keepeth His word, in
Him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him.”
The Bible makes it very clear that we can 100% know we are saved and going to
Heaven. For example, 1 John 5:13, “These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye
may believe on the name of the Son of God.”
5. THE CENTRALITY OF JESUS CHRIST - For we do not preach ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. (2 Corinthians
4:5)
- We believe that every activity of the church should be focused on Jesus somehow. In
corporate worship, many are overcome with emotion and feel the need to stand or
raise their hands toward heaven. This can be a beautiful outpouring of love for our
Savior, especially when the whole group is moved to do likewise. However, if no one
else is doing these things, the one who IS can distract others from being able to give
Jesus their full attention. This is not allowed, and anyone needing to do so should
move to the back of the room so as not to hinder the worship experience of others.
The Ushers or members will approach you if need be to pull you aside to explain these
things with the Bible.

6. THE BASIC FAITH COURSE: is a course of any kind made or chosen by the
Eldership to verify your faith in Christ through your testimony and shown
understanding, as well as help strengthen your foundational applicable principles in
understanding the Bible and who God is. This will always include the telling of your
testimony & the sharing of your presentation on how someone gets saved. 2
Corinthians 13:5.
7. PROBLEM MANAGEMENT AND EXCOMMUNICATION OF MEMBERS (also
known as "Church Discipline"):
THE EXCOMMUNICATION PROCESS IS FORBIDDEN TO BE AVOIDED IN VLCC.
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What Is It?
We expect that all members to live a day-by-day life (to include Pastors and
leadership) upholding the standards of living sating clearly throughout the Bible.
Psalms 119, “1 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord. 2 Blessed are they that keep His testimonies, and that seek Him with the
whole heart. 3 They also do no iniquity: they walk in His ways…”
The Church at times must exercise discipline toward members who have sinned. But
Church discipline must be handled carefully & straightforwardly with love & grace.
Excommunication is the practice of God Biblically removing someone from the
congregation who has turned to a life of sin or has a hidden sin they are unwilling to
seek help and turn around from. This is a judgment call of God to prevent cancer of
sin spread in the congregation as well as encourage the person to turn around from
their sin to a better life God has created them for. The process is for the person & the
people of God together to become better & stronger in Christ.
HOW TO BIBLICALLY PERFORM CHURCH DISCIPLINE:
There is a Biblical manner which must be upheld in such circumstances with the
emphasis on love and restoration rather than removal. It is set up as a rescue mission.
God always in the mission of rescuing from sins. Excommunication in the end moves
the member into the category of an unbeliever, but even further where the only contact
the congregation is to have with the member is contact of pleading for them to turn
around, repenting of their sin to the open arms of restoration with forgiveness in the
Church.
Situations:
Unintentional Error and/or private/public sin and/or things done flagrantly and
arrogantly. These sins need to be addressed from the Bible though counseling &
interaction first.
The manner in addressing a member who is in sin is listed in the Bible in 3 steps.
Matthew 18:15-17.
1. God one on one with the member; show their fault in the sin with him or her in
private.
2. If he/she does not listen, go with one or two witnesses & plead again.
3. If he/she refuses to listen, then take the matter before the Church leadership, in the
end possibly the Church as a whole.
After these steps have been carried out, the next steps are:
1.Remove the one in error from fellowship. 1 Corinthians 5:2-13.
2. The Church united should give disapproval of the unrepentant sin, but forgiveness
and comfort are in order if he/she repents. 2 Corinthians 2:5-8.
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3. If unrepentant, the members are not to associate with the disobedient person; and if
you must, speak to him/her as one who needs warning. 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15.
4. After two warnings reject the person from the fellowship. Titus 3:10.
HOW WE VOTE FOR EXCOMMUNICATION AT VLCC:
The last step is held under the votes of the Eldership & Congregational Appointed
Leaders as well as Service workers who have graduated through the Basic Faith
Program.
All members are to speak with the appointed workers and Elders (though Eldership is
more appropriate) to share their feelings on what the Bible shows for this sin, and after
such the vote to follow whatever the Bible states, Excommunication itself will be held
by these Elders And Workers of our local Church.
CHRISTIAN LEADERS WHO FALL INTO SIN:
If it is a Church Leader to excommunicate, there will be a time strived for to allow the
leader to be questioned and make their statements in front of the congregation before
the vote is cast in final appeal of the congregation for the Church Leader to repent and
come back to Christ. Church Leaders hold higher visibility and influence, therefore
higher accountability to the flock of Christians present. Again, the goal is repentance
and restoration. But even if a Leader repents, the Church Leader may have to forfeit
their position and abilities to perform certain actions in the congregations due to safety
concerns for others and or the Church Leader themselves. Safety concerns could be in
the Spiritual or physical realm. NOT EVEN THE LEAD PASTOR IS ABOVE
EXCOMMUNICATION. When the Lead Pastor gets to the point of needing
excommunication the Calvary Chapel Association needs to be involved and
overseeing the process to avoid rogue leadership boards and power struggles within
the congregation.
At any time any member or member of leadership can appeal for advise or help to the
Calvary Chapel Association for help during the Church Discipline process since they
are neutral party full of Godly wisdom and accountability.
SOME REASONS THE EXCOMMUNICATION PROCESS SHOULD BE STOPPED
OR IS NOT DONE FOR….
Legitimate disagreements on non-salvation related doctrines that they claim different
mainstream Biblical interpretation for. Though stopped or no excommunication held,
Eldership still holds the rights and may remove someone from a Church Leadership
position because of a conflict of interest with VLCC from a different doctrinal view not
flowing with our standards.
A repented sin that has already been dealt with. Though stopped or no
excommunication held, Eldership still holds the rights and may remove someone from
a Church Leadership position because of a conflict of interest with VLCC for safety or
command standard of disqualification God shows in scriptures.
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This list may be expounded on by Eldership. Eldership is always to be open to hear
suggestions from the congregation on how to better our documents.
8. FULL IMMERSION BAPTISM & COMMUNION (The Lord's Supper): These are the
two sacraments (two religious observances) we are commanded by God to do.
Matthew 28:18,1 Corinthians 12:13, Luke 22:14-20, 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.
BAPTISM:
’Baptize' literally means to 'plunge, immerse, bury, or cover'. In the New Testament
people were baptized as believers by total immersion in water at the Jordan river or
closest water source. Baptism symbolizes all that we have done in accepting Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Saviour.

So Why Be Baptized?
1. When we become Christians we turn away from running our own lives and embrace
a new life with Jesus as our master. Baptism is a public confession testifying that just
as anything that is dead gets buried so, in the same way, in baptism we symbolically
bury our old lives and come up out of the water prepared to live our new lives for
Christ.
Read: Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16
2. When we become Christians we accept God's power through the Holy Spirit to
become new people. We join the body of Jesus Christ, which is His Church. This is
also symbolized by our Baptism as it is a following the command of Jesus in unity
together.
Read: Acts: 2:38; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:27; Matthew 28:19
3. When we become Christians we are actually beginning new lives. The Bible calls
this 'being born again' or 'being converted'. This is a Spiritual birth, which takes place
as God comes to live in us, in the person of His Holy Spirit. Our Baptism also
symbolizes this has taken place.
Read: John 3:3-5; 2 Corinthians 5:17
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Matthew 28:19
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”
We show a public pictorial confession of our faith in what Jesus did by being Baptized.
All Christian, once you are saved, are to be Baptized. Baptism does not save you,
BUT it does represent the reality of your faith by obeying the command to physically
perform this outward object lesson of what has happened to our inward self.
SOME PEOPLE TRY TO USE THE THIEF ON THE CROSS TO AVOID BAPTISM….
But the Holy Spirit (with so many commands for Baptism in the Bible) shows that He
could not have made it any more clear that Baptism is intended to be part of our
Christian walk and the thief on the cross does nothing to take away all of the verses
that show us God’s emphasis on the act. At a certain point a person either accepts that
fact or denies God’s plainly stated commandments. I pray that each of us will stand for
what the Bible says regardless of what we may have been taught previously. John
23:39-43.
COMMUNION: For thousands of years, the Church has continued a practice called
communion, the Lord’s Supper, or the Eucharist.
Communion uses unleavened bread as a symbol for Jesus’ body and juice as a symbol
for His blood. Jesus started the tradition of communion. He instructed His followers to
use bread and wine to remember the sacrifice He was going to make when He died for
our sins on the cross (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
Jesus called Himself “the bread of life,” which means that we’re nourished by Him, we
survive because of Him, and He satisfies us when everything else leaves us empty
(John 6:48-51). There’s a connection between our nearness to Jesus, believing in Him,
and being fulfilled by Him (John 6:35). The early Church celebrated Jesus by taking
communion, sometimes every day (Acts 2:42-46). They saw that every time they
gathered around a table to eat and drink, it was a chance to recognize Jesus and thank
God for all He’s done.
Taking communion doesn’t make you a Christian. It doesn’t save your soul or get you
to Heaven.
God actually warns us about taking communion without considering what it means and
why we’re doing it. The intent is not for us to mindlessly perform a ritual, but to
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intentionally set aside time to remember what Jesus has done and why He did it (1
Corinthians 11:27-31).
Every time we gather around bread and wine (which is juice or low/no alcohol wine), in
church or in our homes, we remember Jesus is the one who provides all we need. It’s
not about the bread and wine; it’s about the body and blood of Jesus. It’s not about the
ritual or the method; it’s about coming back to Salvation for a Spiritual realignment or a
Spiritual checkup- listening to Jesus once again, confessing, and doing what He says.
Communion is not an obligation, but a celebration.
Communion celebrates the Gospel: Jesus was broken for us so that we can be fixed
by Him. Celebrating communion marks the story of Jesus, how He gave Himself
completely to give us a better life, a new start, and a fresh relationship with God (1
Peter 3:18).
IMPORTANT NOTE ON ALCOHOL & THE BIBLE in relation to communion & other
services:
We do not have a lot of time to go into this, but the question aways comes up about
drinking alcohol & the Bible. Is it allowed? Is it not? We see people drinking it in
Scriptures, but was it right for them to drink it? Yes, Jesus did make grape juice (which
was the best wine of the day) in John 2, but what were they all drinking
otherwise?….on & on the questions go.
The Bible FORBIDS getting drunk & drinking STRONG DRINKS throughout Scripture.
Water in the day of Jesus, for example, was very contaminated with disease. They
would add a small amount of dried alcohol to the water to make it into a light wine & kill
the germs. It was very expensive for them so the alcohol content was very, very light in
comparison for today. You could not physically get drunk with this wine unless you
forced yourself to vomit it out after drinking it again & again (which was the practice of
the Roman Soldiers on days off to eventually get drunk). This is why Peter in Acts
2:13-14 said it was too early to physically force yourself to get drunk yet. Getting drunk
was looked down on in Roman culture let alone we know that any drink strong enough
to make you drunk is not permitted by Scripture. The amount is like taking a can of
beer & filling it 2/3 with water or something else. You will get full before you ever get
drunk. Ephesians 5:18, Proverbs 31:4-5, Proverbs 20:1.
So we will never serve alcohol in the Church setting let alone at communion, especially
since most alcohol found today are fortified with extra amounts of alcohol. This also
includes any wedding or other services done here at VLCC. This is a school no
alcohol/no drug/no smoking zone. We will work hard to keep it this way for the
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protection of those who come & the children. We should also watch our mouths to
include cuss words & taking God’s name in vain which is rampant today for these
reasons as well, Matthew 15:18-20.
9. BIBLE: We believe the Bible in it's original language (the original Hebrew, Greek,
and Aramaic) to be the inerrant God breathed Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:15-17 & 2
Peter 1:20-21). We believe that all 'translations' may and do have errors at times so
therefore we should strive to compare the texts with the original language for clarity
and accurate understanding to the best of our ability. You can use resources such
as https://www.blueletterbible.org to help you with this.
The Bible is the Old and New Testament which was given by divine inspiration. It is the
only infallible rule in which we derive all things of faith and practice. (2 Peter 1:3).
Therefore we need to be diligent in studying His word and carefully applying it to our
lives with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. (2 Timothy 2:15 & 1 Corinthians 2:9-16).
10. MUSIC: We believe the music we play and songs we sing as the Church are for
God and should be examined to make sure doctrinally sound to convey truth and
glorify God. (Romans 11:36, Psalm 150, Psalm 147:7).
11. MONIES:
FINANCAIL TRANSPARENCY:
Any and all monies received via donation or other means will be included in a summery
& shown on overall spreadsheet format for all in the congregation to see. Put away
falsehood, only truth…Ephesians 4:25, with simplicity and Godly sincerity, not by
earthly wisdom but by the grace…2 Corinthians 1:12, does not come to the light, lest
his works should be exposed…John 3:19-20, walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with all humility…eager to maintain the unity…Ephesians
4:1-32 .
There will be no hiding of funds, though some sensitive individual specificity of detail
may be withheld from public view. “Secure and anonymous to the general public”
sometimes are the conditions for certain transactions and or interaction with private
information of the staffers or other peoples. In these rare cases, the funds instead will
be classified under the overall categories general name. NEVER will the money ever
be hidden- just any sensitive exact person or name of subcategory if deemed
necessary.
Voting on any major financial transactions ( e.g. buying land, building a building, etc. )
is done under the votes of the Eldership & Congregational Appointed leaders as well
as Service workers who have graduated through the Basic Faith Program.
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12. PAY:
1 Timothy 6:10
“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”
No one is ever to be paid over what is realistically deserved. We are not in existence
to make people rich. But we also want to make sure people are taken care of and
therefore deem the right to treat everyone differently on an individual basis as shown in
the Bible, Matthew 20:1-16 + 1 Timothy 5:17.
Matthew 20:1-16
20 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went
out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.
2 And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his
vineyard.
3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace,
4 And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give
you. And they went their way.
5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.
6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith
unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?
7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also
into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.
8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the
labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.
9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every
man a penny.
10 But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and
they likewise received every man a penny.
11 And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house,
12 Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto
us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day.
13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou
agree with me for a penny?
14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee.
15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I
am good?
16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.
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WE BELIEVE THAT THERE MUST BE AN ACCOUNTABILITY OF MONEY TO
BIBLICAL STANDARDS AND THE PEOPLE OF GOD (THE CHURCH). The Bible says
much on money. All of which can be brought forth to the leadership to be applied.
When in doubt the eldership will make the final decision based on God’s Word.
Therefore we are held accountable as well as are to be open and honest as stewards
of His monies. We are to be held accountable to whatever the Bible states on financial
issues taking heed to the warnings the Word Of God gives whenever in a doubting
circumstance.

13. Building the Church God's way:
“So He answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by
might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the Lord of hosts”, Zechariah 4:6
We believe that the Church is the body of Christ and that it is created by, put to work
by, and sustained by Jesus. We don't concern ourselves locally with goals involving
number of attendees, trying to imitate solely what others Congregations are doing, or
the traditions past on from the Congregations we came from, but instead focus all our
attention on allowing God to uniquely change us through the teaching of His Word in
the hope that we become more like Christ. He will find us trustworthy to minister to the
hurting and the lost in our community. When this happens, He will bring them to us as
He sees fit, and so we rely on this process as opposed to creating clever marketing
schemes or using worldly “lures". No matter how many people He sends, even if just
one….that one has great value to God and will be treated as if he was the same as a
million.
2 Timothy 4:3
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears”.
IMPORTANT, VERY IMPORTANT NOTES: We are Jesus followers and disciples;
not Calvinist, not Arminian, Not Reformist, nor following any tradition of man in a
secular age; religious indoctrinations such as the atheistic/evolutionary nature religion,
psychological humanism, & other teachings that faces adults & children alike on a daily
basis attacking all that is true.
Proverbs 14:12
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.
Proverbs 19:3
The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth against the LORD.
Proverbs 16:25
There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.
Mark 7:8
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the
washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.
John 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.
We in VLCC try to avoid conclusions, terminology, and arguments which are not clearly
presented in the Bible. In the midst of the heated arguments it is easy to ignore or
neglect the plain statements of the Bible, or to believe we have the ability to fully
understand the completeness of God and His ways. We could always be off on the
things not plainly stated in the Word of God, Romans 11:33-36.
How tragic it becomes when we are more concerned with “being right”, than loving.
Perhaps no issue is as important or as potentially divisive as the doctrine of salvation,
reflected in the debate between the followers of John Calvin (1509-1564) and those of
Jacob Hermann (1560-1609, best known by his Latin form of last name, Arminius.
Traditions of man passed down, such of that from the Reformed movement, John
Calvin “Calvinism” or Jacobus Arminius “Arminianism” must always be verified through
the Word of God to see what is true.
Hebrews 4:12, :For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
Even in Human hearts seeking God, we at times make a tradition & place former men
into status of god. In the core of Calvinism & Arminianism, they both fall to the right or
the left of the truths of the Bible when tested. They both take one attribute of God and
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supersize it to off-balance and make a god in their own image to follow. You can safely
assume you’ve created God in your own image when it turns out that God hates all the
same people you do.
E.G. 1. Calvinism takes belief in God’s all-powerful nature and contradicts
His loving nature with it- being since, 1 John 4:8," God is love” this causes a
problem with the entire being of God. It then dominos tainting each and every aspect
of God seen in the Bible let alone every action masquerading their thoughts under the
guise of ‘God’s Sovereignty’ when it is really their own.
Does this mean that all Calvinist are unsaved?
NO! You will find that there are many variations of belief among the Calvinist
traditions- since it has been around so long. Most are what I call “Light Calvinists”.
They try to take the teachings of Calvin in a more Biblical manner than what is actually
stated. Some even reject certain teachings but follow other teachings of Calvin.
Calvin in the end lacked understanding that God is beyond time. Calvin did not
understand that time itself was created in Genesis 1:1, “In the Beginning…”-that’s the
creation of time itself. God is beyond time, holds time itself in the palm of His hand- He
is also through all time at one time. This is why the Apostle John, in the book of
Revelation, could be brought forth to see the events of the future though his
understanding was limited to it. John 8:14 show Jesus speaking irrefutably in the past,
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present, and future tense all at the same time, showing His view of all Eternity at once.
John 1:3 + Colossians 1:15-16 links Jesus back to Genesis 1:1. Time is just all the
same moment for God. We are limited beings, created to flow through time. We
handle only one frame of moment at a time of God’s greater Mosaic Picture of life.
Calvin thought God seemed too weak if God was forced to live moment by moment
like us. Therefore Calvin concluded that God forces everything to happen. We have no
will of our own. This is the struggle Calvin dealt with throughout all of his vast
teachings and books. Calvin was insecure about God’s power. Calvinism in the end
focuses on man not having freewill because Calvin believed that God was forced to
ride through time with us. God is Greater than time itself-in all time at one time, creator
of time, so Calvin was quite incorrect in his anxieties and concerns.

FREEWILL ISSUES: Hardcore Calvinists and some others believe that God only
foreknows because He forces. This false view makes God imperfect and overbearing
against His loving design. This view makes there be no reason for Hell, the Cross,
Jesus death, nor Adam’s sin. They typical base this off of the Romans 8:29 ‘foreknew’
verse and skew it from their lack of understanding of God & time. They then couple
this with seeing that one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit we can have is ‘faith’ as seen in
in 1 Corinthians 10:9. 1 Corinthians 12:11-12 shows though that God’s sorts gifts
differently to all. 1 Corinthian 12:29-30 explains further our individual needs for
Christians to have different Spiritual gifts. 1 Corinthians 14:5 shows specifically that
not all speak in tongues, which is a Spiritual gift. The ‘gift of faith’ is therefore shown
different from Hebrews 11 defined faith. “Gift of faith”, in 1 Corinthians, is above and
beyond the saving general faith that we already have & it is not stating that it
impossible to have faith without having this forced ‘gift’. That would be completely out
of context with the chapters. This above & beyond gift is given to equip certain people
for extraordinary things for believers, not for salvation.
In Calvin’s Institutes Book 3: chapter 23, objection 7 (make sure you read his details
further down the page to cover objection seven!) John Calvin goes as far to blame God
for Adams sin, saying it is not by Adams free will choice.
Full Calvinists believe that God cannot know what He cannot cause, which is less than
the God of the Bible. They argue that if you don’t believe their view on God then you
believe in a lesser form of God. The circle goes on and on.
But the true view of God is that He does not need to cause to know. He is greater than
that and works in the context of allowing freewill choices. That’s why the Bible is full of
the word “faith” with clear definition in Hebrews 11:1-3.
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God chose the path in which all lives get a chance and the most people get saved
through their free will choice, in which He always creates the context and environment
for, and then He romances us like a groom proposing to the woman He loves. Some
reach out and accept His love. Others reject it. None are forced though God does at
times reach out in extreme measures, like Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).
God’s guiding hands are in all as He is good and the ways He does things, allows
things in our lives, He uses to better us and also to use us as tools to engage the
others around us (Psalms 119:68). Again God creates a freewill environment through
the Holy Spirit for someone to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for salvation from their sins back to
relationship with God’ John 3:16-21.
God’s real view on saving us:
God wants all to be saved.
1 Timothy 2:3+4
He saves anyone who comes to the uttermost!
Hebrew 7:25
God is not slack but is patient.
2 Peter 3:9
God will make a way if you, like a blind man, grope and want Him no matter where you
are on the Earth! He will reveal Himself.
Acts 17:26b-27
Acts 10 Cornelius example.
Mark 10:47 blind Bartimaeus.
Jesus died enough for all the world did not come to condemn it.
John 3:16-17
Whoever chooses (choice) to call on the name of the Lord...
Romans 10:13
God is available to all men at all times and appears to all men.
Titus 2:11
Creation (General Revelation Of God) is enough to convince that God exists.
Romans 1:19-21
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However men individually and as whole nations reject Him.
Romans 3:11- none seek God on their own without 1 John 4:19- We Love Him
because He first loved us...His action first culminates the freewill choice.
Romans 1:21 thru 32- God gives them over to their own lusts, not makes and forces
their lusts (James 1:13, God tempts no man).
Romans 11:10- God will let people go their own way (the entire nation of Israel in this
context!), Isaiah 1:4- Israel as a nation turned from God.
Galatians 3:6-9+23-29 and Hebrew 10:8-10, John 1:29
Abram and Gentiles always saved by faith (not works or the object lesson sacrifices),
such as the Hebrews 11 hall of Old Testament faith shows directly!
When you get your doctrine from what you read in the Bible it will be different from
many of the major teachers today and much clearer.
Many doctrines today are made off of old fables and tales back in Judaism or things
made up later in the time of Church history after the Bible was completed.
1 Timothy 1:4. But instead we follow God’s command to 2 Timothy 3:16-17 as we 2
Timothy 2:15 then we are like Acts 17:10-11 testing all that we are taught with the
infallibility of God’s word given and preserved for us through His omniscience.
Makes the Bible feel more given in love now, right? But of course don’t just take what I
say. Look it up and make sure!
Proverbs 23:23.
E.G. 2. Arminianism understandably in response to Calvinism, takes the belief of God
giving man freewill and goes overboard in the opposite direction of Calvinism with it.
They start making a god who is unreliable to us because we are unreliable to Him.
There is no security in their Jesus Christ, violating the 100% assurance God gives in 1
John 5:13. We can have 100% assurance because Jesus is the one who did all of the
work to save us. Arminians tend to believe that God only saves part way for a
moment. They believe you have complete freedom to the point of even accidentally
falling off a cliff to losing Salvation. So you will see a contamination of works based
salvation throughout their movement and writings. They believe good works keeps you
saved, therefore you never know when your sins made you go too far to lose the
salvation of Jesus. This is completely again opposite of relying on Jesus alone for

Vertical Life Calvary Chapel

April 30, 2019

Page 55 of 60

salvation. Romans 5:8 states, "But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus takes us, sin, and all! But as James,
the brother of Jesus, states in James 2:14-26. “Faith without works is dead”. Which
means that your true faith in Jesus is shown by your changed life and dependence on
the real relationship now obtained through Christ sacrifice. When you truly have faith
in something, a changed life- works- will follow automatically. Being perfect is not what
saves us…having faith will. Ephesians 2:8-9 states that it is by faith through the grace
of God alone that saves us, not our works so we could not ever boast in it, boast in our
accomplishment.
Does this mean that all Arminians are unsaved?
NO! Just like in Calvinism, in Arminianism you have sway of light Arminians. People
who do not take all of the teachings of Arminius to the fullest meaning. There are many
who accept the salvation message of the Gospel.
———
We except both from these movements and more among our congregation, but overall
know God teaches us what is truth through His Spirit verified through the Word Of God
in which the Spirit will never contradict. We guide people in the beliefs of the truths of
the Bible, not just because they come from a particular movement.
Colossians 2:8, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
We do this because there is no room for the Doctrines & Traditions of Men in God’s
Word.
Matthew 15:3, Matthew 15:6, Matthew 15:9, Mark 7:7, Mark 7:9-10, Mark 7:13,
Romans16:17-18, Ephesians 4:14-15, Colossians 2:8, 1 Timothy 1:3, 1 Timothy 4:1-5,
2 Timothy 4:3-5, Titus 1:9, Titus 1:14, Hebrews 13:9, 1 Peter 1:18-20, 2 John 9-11,
Revelations 2:14-16.
God commands for no one to add or subtract from the Bible as well, in
Revelations 22:18-19
There is nothing left to the imagination by this verse. Add doctrine and tradition to the
Bible–big problems. Subtract from the Bible–big problems. And, I don’t believe that
anyone of us have the slightest desire, verse 20, “to be taken out of God’s Book of
Life”.
God has rendered these verses we just listed to be, when taken as a group, totally void
of subject misinterpretation. Opinions about things the Bible does not directly state
about is OK. Teachings that end up contradicting the Bible and God, whose ways and
attributes are shown throughout the Bible, is forbidden. We instruct that all teaching
received needs to be verified through the vertical verse-by-verse study of the entire
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Bible, & that we (as truth seeking Christians) cannot accept what is taught solely based
on ones status of position given or earned.

14. GRACE UPON GRACE: Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
Luke 6:36. As we have received the ultimate grace of salvation given freely by Christ,
it is our desire to extend grace and not judgment to everyone. It is the grace of God
that allows us to be saved, to have peace, to feel loved, and to be able to rise above
the circumstances of this world and stay focused on the glorious eternity to come. We
hold firm to the teaching of Scripture found in Mathew 5:7, "Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy." It is our desire to follow the instructions of Jesus and
simply concern ourselves with loving God and loving everybody else.

15. THE PRIORITY OF THE WORD: Till I come, give attention to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine. (1 Timothy 4:13)
- We believe the key to growing and maturing as believers is Scripture. There are 66
books in the Bible, and our goal is to simply teach chapter by chapter and verse by
verse until we can make the same claim Paul makes in Acts 20:27 - "For I have not
shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”

16. THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE: By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another.” (John 13:35)
- Paul stated that even the gifts of the Spirit are meaningless if exercised without love.
Everything God does is a manifestation of His love for us, and it is our responsibility to
make this our driving force as well. Jesus made this point very clear when He said that
it only takes two commandments to cover all the teaching of the law and the prophets –
1. Love God. 2. Love everybody else. Luke 10:27, Matthew 22:37-39, Mark 12:30-31.

17. AMENDMENTS: This constitution and bylaws may be amended by the Lead
Pastor at any time with advice from the Elders and other Leaders. Otherwise, this
document shall be given a position of oversight in all Church matters.
18. HISTORY:
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Calvary Chapel in Misawa HISTORY
Where we have been:
2004-2007: God revealed a lack of workers and Spiritual starvation in northern Japan.
2010: Christian Truth to Japan Ministries (CTJM) was created to launch the next year
in a leap of faith.
2011: Friday the 11th, March 2011 the earthquake off the Pacific coast of Tōhoku(東北
地方太平洋沖地震 Tōhoku-chihō Taiheiyō Oki Jishin) took place....the big Earthquake
that moved the entire main island of Japan. CTJM was already ordained+supported by
Calvary Chapel of the Finger Lakes, New York (Calvary Chapel movement- NOTE:
CTJM was listed in the international Calvary Chapel Magazine as sent out) & our
friends ‘the Harbor’ (Southern Baptist) congregation of Geneva New York additionally
ordained+supported our endeavors. We left after the Earthquake (which we did not
plan for) occurred. CTJM entered through fleeing peoples into the country and settled
attached to a local Japanese congregation for a starting base location. Outside of
missions outreach, locally CTJM supported that congregation acting under the title of
‘American Officer’ (non-board position) and ‘Sunday School Leaders’. CTJM filled the
roles of Youth Pastor, Sunday School teachers, translator, & was in charge of all
American training/teaching, Bible studies, American conflicts, and filled the pulpit for
the Japanese when the Pastor was sick.
2013: The Japanese congregation disbanded, CTJM was renamed ‘North Northeast
Japan Fellowship’ with it’s independence. An American Bible Study & separate
Japanese Bible Study were created. Missions outreach (e.g. street witnessing
& orphanage visitation) continued to include the blossoming of ‘Surf Chapel’.
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2014: Calvary Chapel Misawa:
North NorthEast Japan
Fellowship (CCM) was
established under the Calvary
Chapel Japan Network with the
help of Calvary Chapel Honolulu
& the Calvary Chapel Association
(CCA).

2016: Our Calvary Chapel friends helped update the CCM Logo.

2018: Vertical Life Calvary Chapel (VLCC) rename was established to distinguish
ourselves from similar named congregations in
our area as well as used as an opportunity to
refocus our ministry efforts and lessons learned
since God’s 2010 calling. A slight change in our
logo reflected this. CTJM was re-established as
our main outreach & inter-congregational entity
utilizing the Tōhoku Regional Christian
Community Alliance (TRCCA) documentation
created with help from our fellow congregations
in the area to verify congregations that meet the
qualifications of being truly Christian.
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