Vertical Life,
Calvary Chapel
Mission & Vision Statement:
God’s Purpose & Goals directed
toward us

Vertical Life, Calvary Chapel (VLCC) Mission statement:

“Vertical Relationship, Horizontal Love”

First, we are to keep and be a connection point for ourselves/our
community to the vertical relationship between man and God. Secondly,
reaching out our hands to the horizontal relationships of man with man in
full selfless love directing them upward to God.
Exodus 33:18: And he said, “I beseech You, show me Your glory”.

Welcome to the family!

(2 Peter 3:9)

This guide has been made to help you understand or to reaffirm the basic vertical faith
of Christianity. It allows leaders to recognize that you have a foundational
understanding of God, the Bible, our purposes, & access to power in relationship to
Jesus Christ.
This guide alone is a man made help & cannot replace the solid everyday study of the
Word Of God (The Bible).
The goal is to bring you to a place where you are better prepared and ready to serve
in the local Church or at your ministry.
There are 7 Pillars in which we will explore, each leading to a different aspect of a
Vertical Life. Some sections are broad, tasking a few topics to make it through a
single Pillar. Others section will be swift, done in just a single session. When you are
finished we hope that this study has brought you to a firmer relationship or a renewal
of your relationship to God. Get ready to feel energized & motivated as you step into
the fields of harvest to vertically minister to your family, congregation, & community
through a relationship like no other.
May God bless & show His glory to you the entire way!
-Pastor Mike
PREACHEROFTHETRIUNE
———————————————————————————————————————

Who Is this Entity we call God & What Is He Like?
Hosea 11:9, “...I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of
thee”, shows the one main most important attributes of God we often
don’t calculate. His holiness. Holiness means to be separated for God,
perfectly separated in righteousness in God’s case.

We need to meditate on this, which means to digest it in our minds as we process it into our
hearts. What does this mean to us? What hope does this bring to the table?
Understanding this brings us to fear God in reverence.

1 John 4:19, “We love him, because he first loved us”. 1 John 4:8, “God is Love”. But
do we really understand what this means? Do
we live like we really understand what this
means? We can go through a whole list of Him
being all knowing to all powerful.

Can you name a few more attributes?

Attributes don’t just belong in an educational
book labeled “God”. They are tangible,
impacting/reinforcing us in so many ways.

DEUTERONOMY 4:35 & 39: 35 Unto thee it was
shewed, that thou mightest know that the
Lord He is God; there is none else beside
Him….39 Know therefore this day, and
consider it in thine heart, that the Lord
He is God in heaven above, and upon the
earth beneath: there is none else.

You have God’s love, His holiness, cannot lie and perfectly righteous, Him being
perfectly just, His faithfulness, His mercy and grace on us who don’t deserve it. He is
sovereign and independent, infinite, infallible, and is all eternal. I mean, all we have to do
is ask the question when reading any verse of the Bible: “what does this thought show
me about God, show me about our Heavenly Father, Jesus, the Holy Spirit?”. When
observed in context all of these attributes reveal what I’ve just talked about, more, and
shows the personality (‘God-anality’ if you would) of God, making Him ‘real’ to the fact of
seeing what He is doing because He is not so distant.
So there is great comfort and hope coming from the guidance and love of our Creator God
Who is in relationship with us.
His holiness is not like man’s holiness because of our sin nature. So when He loves,
He loves with a holy love. When He is righteous He has a holy righteousness. So
when I love, my love is limited. When He shows His holy love, His love is set apart and
perfect in it’s action and abundance. Holy means a superior love. He is not a limited
man, He is holy.
We need to meditate on this, which means to digest it in our minds as we process it into
our hearts. What does this mean to us? What hope does this bring to the table?
Understanding this brings us to fear God in reverence.
You see the fear of God is the cure for fear in life. 1 Kings 19:1-18 shows Elijah, the most
respected of Old Testament prophets, in panic, hopelessness begging God to kill Him. YESeven the greats of history are human like you & me!
But first God fed him and had him sleep (taking care of his physical needs) then He
brought Elijah to the reality of the situation. To the truth. Elijah’s perspective was
completely wrong, catastrophizing everything without reliance on God’s Psalm 119:68
working plan. He couldn’t see the bigger mosaic picture which that moment in his life was
being placed together to make.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of
knowledge, But fools
despise wisdom and
instruction

Growing our relationship to the understanding of having fear for the Lord changes us and
our perspective of circumstances.
1. Unsaved person’s fear of the Lord, Luke 23:30 + Revelation 6:16 (cannot face God so
call out for boulders to fall on them and kill them).
2. Saved person’s response to the fear of the Lord, Exodus 3:5 (see God bigger than my
circumstances, taking oﬀ our shoes in His presence).

Luke 15:11-32, shows the example of the prodigal son and the father who ran! People in
high society and royalty never run. It’s for the peons to run. This father didn’t care what
others thought, he only cared about loving his son. That is the holy heart of God to us.
So what stories do you have of what God has done for you in the past? Any stories of
when God ran to you or provided? What verses from the Bible has God used in your life
recently? Reflecting on God’s relationship reality in your life helps keep you in proper
bearing for the future. You can write down your prayers in a journal and document how
God answered them. Take notes of impacting Bible verses that touch your life each day.
Many ways are out there to help you keep track. Because even Elijah’s can forget during
the cloud of hardships and failures.
Isaiah shows God’s holiness through Him being our Creator. Isaiah 44:21+24, God
emphasizes the ‘I created you’. John 1:1-3 connects Jesus to Genesis chapter 1-2
creation days. I can’t help but feel like taking oﬀ our shoes before Jesus...removing our
dirty shoes. For He is holy as we study this together. We need to fixate on who God is.
And the power will start pumping from the Jeremiah 17:5-8 springs and water flow. We
now can see how we can discover, rediscover who God is in perspective....But who are we
then? Can putting ourselves into proper perspective change how we react to
situations? 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old

things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
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Which will impact not just
ourselves, but our family &
communities’ perspective of
who God is….which is what
we see happening across
our nations.

A consuming fire – Hebrews 12:29
My strong fortress – 2 Samuel 22:33
Spirit – John 4:24
Love – 1 John 4:8
Great – Psalm 147:5
Abundant in strength – Psalm 147:5
Understanding – Psalm 147:5
The first – Isaiah 44:6
The last – Isaiah 44:6
The only God – Isaiah 44:6
The maker of all things – Isaiah 44:24
The head of Christ – 1 Corinthians 11:3
A God of peace – 1 Corinthians 15:33
Light – 1 John 1:5
A Jealous God – Deuteronomy 4:24
A witness between you and me – Genesis 31:50
A compassionate God – Deuteronomy 4:31
The faithful God – Deuteronomy 7:9
Just – 2 Thessalonians 1:6
A warrior – Exodus 15:3
My strength – Exodus 15:2
My song – Exodus 15:2
My salvation – Exodus 15:2
Majestic in holiness – Exodus 15:11
Awesome in praises – Exodus 15:11
Highly exalted – Exodus 15:21
A victorious warrior – Zephaniah 3:17
The shepherd and the guardian of our souls – 1 Peter 2:25

But is He this for you? If not, accept & claim
these promises TODAY! It will rock your world.

