Vertical Life,
Calvary Chapel
Mission & Vision Statement:
God’s Purpose & Goals directed
toward us

Vertical Life, Calvary Chapel (VLCC) Mission statement:

“Vertical Relationship, Horizontal Love”

First, we are to keep and be a connection point for ourselves/our
community to the vertical relationship between man and God. Secondly,
reaching out our hands to the horizontal relationships of man with man in
full selfless love directing them upward to God.
Exodus 33:18: And he said, “I beseech You, show me Your glory”.

Welcome to the family!

(2 Peter 3:9)

This guide has been made to help you understand or to reaffirm the basic vertical faith
of Christianity. It allows leaders to recognize that you have a foundational
understanding of God, the Bible, our purposes, & access to power in relationship to
Jesus Christ.
This guide alone is a man made help & cannot replace the solid everyday study of the
Word Of God (The Bible).
The goal is to bring you to a place where you are better prepared and ready to serve
in the local Church or at your ministry.
There are 7 Pillars in which we will explore, each leading to a different aspect of a
Vertical Life. Some sections are broad, tasking a few topics to make it through a
single Pillar. Others section will be swift, done in just a single session. When you are
finished we hope that this study has brought you to a firmer relationship or a renewal
of your relationship to God. Get ready to feel energized & motivated as you step into
the fields of harvest to vertically minister to your family, congregation, & community
through a relationship like no other.
May God bless & show His glory to you the entire way!
-Pastor Mike
PREACHEROFTHETRIUNE
———————————————————————————————————————

'Baptize' literally means to 'plunge, immerse, bury, or cover'. In the New Testament people
were baptized as believers by total immersion in water at the Jordan river or closest water
source. Baptism symbolizes all that we have done in accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Saviour.
So Why Be Baptized?
1. When we become Christians we turn away from running our own lives and embrace a
new life with Jesus as our master. Baptism is a public confession testifying that just as
anything that is dead gets buried so, in the same way, in baptism we symbolically bury
our old lives and come up out of the water prepared to live our new lives for Christ.
Read: Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16
2. When we become Christians we accept God's power through the Holy Spirit to become
new people. We join the body of Jesus Christ, which is His Church. This is also
symbolized by our Baptism as it is a following the command of Jesus in unity together.
Read: Acts: 2:38; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:27; Matthew 28:19
3. When we become Christians we are actually beginning new lives. The Bible calls this
'being born again' or 'being converted'. This is a Spiritual birth, which takes place as God
comes to live in us, in the person of His Holy Spirit. Our Baptism also symbolizes this has
taken place.
Read: John 3:3-5; 2 Corinthians 5:17

Matthew 28:19
“Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit”

We show a public pictorial confession of our faith in what Jesus did by being Baptized.
All Christian, once you are saved, are to be Baptized. Baptism does not save you,
BUT it does represent the reality of your faith by obeying the command to physically
perform this outward object lesson of what has happened to our inward self.

SOME PEOPLE TRY TO USE THE THIEF ON THE CROSS TO AVOID BAPTISM….
But the Holy Spirit (with so many commands for Baptism in the Bible) shows that He
could not have made it any more clear that Baptism is intended to be part of our
Christian walk and the thief on the cross does nothing to take away all of the verses
that show us God’s emphasis on the act. At a certain point a person either accepts
that fact or denies God’s plainly stated commandments. I pray that each of us will
stand for what the Bible says regardless of what we may have been taught
previously.

1: Why Are We To Get Baptized?
A: For Salvation!
B: For Good Points!
C: Because Jesus Told Us To In Object Lesson Of What
Happened To Us Internally.
2: Baptism Represents What?
A: Cleansing
B: Death, Burial, Resurrection
C: Nothing But A Tradition

Discussion: What IF You Accept Christ With Your Dying Breath…Would You
Be Able To Make It To Heaven?

COMMUNION
Have you ever wondered why Christians eat a small piece of bread and drink a sip of grape juice
once & a while at some Church services?
You’re not alone.
For thousands of years, the Church has continued a practice called communion, the Lord’s Supper, or
the Eucharist.
Communion uses unleavened bread as a symbol for Jesus’ body and juice as a symbol for His blood.
Yes, it sounds strange. But why do Christians talk about eating Jesus’ body and drinking His blood?
Are we cannibals (ʘᗩʘ')? NO! So don’t worry.
Jesus started the tradition of communion. He instructed His followers to use bread and wine to
remember the sacrifice He was going to make when He died for our sins on the cross
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Jesus called Himself “the bread
of life,” which means that we’re
nourished by Him, we survive
because of Him, and He satisfies
us when everything else leaves us
empty (John 6:48-51). There’s a
connection between our nearness
to Jesus, believing in Him, and
being fulfilled by Him (John 6:35). The early Church celebrated Jesus by taking communion,
sometimes every day (Acts 2:42-46). They saw that every time they gathered around a table
to eat and drink, it was a chance to recognize Jesus and thank God for all He’s done.
Taking communion doesn’t make you a Christian. It doesn’t save your soul
or get you to Heaven.
God actually warns us about taking communion without considering what it means and why
we’re doing it. The intent is not for us to mindlessly perform a ritual, but to intentionally set
aside time to remember what Jesus has done and why He did it (1 Corinthians 11:27-31).
Every time we gather around bread and wine (which is juice or low/no alcohol wine), in
church or in our homes, we remember Jesus is the one who provides all we need. It’s not
about the bread and wine; it’s about the body and blood of Jesus. It’s not
about the ritual or the method; it’s about coming back to Salvation for a
Spiritual realignment or a Spiritual checkup- listening to Jesus once again,
confessing, and doing what He says.

Communion is not an obligation, but a celebration.
Communion celebrates the Gospel: Jesus was broken for us so that we can be fixed by Him.
Celebrating communion marks the story of Jesus, how He gave Himself completely to give us a
better life, a new start, and a fresh relationship with God (1 Peter 3:18).

Luke 22:19

Where Did Communion Come From?
1. Tradition
2. Peter
3. Jesus
What Does Communion Do For Us?
1. Gives Us Salvation
2. Helps To Realigns Us Back To The Power Of Jesus & What He Has Done For Us
3. Feeds Us Food When We Are Hungry
When Should We Not Do Communion?
1. When Living In Unconfessed Sin
2. When Only Thinking Of Food & Friends Around You
3. All Of The Above

We do not have a lot of time to go into this, but the question
aways comes up about drinking alcohol & the Bible. Is it allowed?
Is it not? We see people drinking it in Scriptures, but was it right
for them to drink it? Yes, Jesus did make grape juice (which was
the best wine of the day) in John 2, but what were they all drinking
otherwise?….on & on the questions go.
The Bible FORBIDS getting drunk & drinking STRONG DRINKS throughout Scripture. Water in the day of
Jesus, for example, was very contaminated with disease. They would add a small amount of dried alcohol to
the water to make it into a light wine & kill the germs. It was very expensive for them so the alcohol content
was very, very light in comparison for today. You could not physically get drunk with this wine unless you
forced yourself to vomit it out after drinking it again & again (which was the practice of the Roman Soldiers on
days oﬀ to eventually get drunk). This is why Peter in Acts 2:13-14 said it was too early to physically force
yourself to get drunk yet. Getting drunk was looked down on in Roman culture let alone we know that any
drink strong enough to make you drunk is not permitted by Scripture. The amount is like taking a can of beer
& filling it 2/3 with water or something else. You will get full before you ever get drunk.

