
 
 
 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS OF TRAFFICKED PERSONS 
 
 
What is human trafficking? 
 
Human trafficking is modern day slavery, horrifically stripping 20.9 million people of 
their autonomy, their freedom of movement and choice, and other basic human rights 
to build a $150 billion criminal industry of human trade.    
 
Human trafficking generally refers to the process through which individuals are placed 
or maintained in an exploitative situation for economic gain.  Examples of exploitations 
include prostitution or other sexual exploitation, forced marriage, servile forms of 
marriage, child marriage, forced labor or services, debt bondage, slavery, servitude or 
the removal of organs.  No one can consent to being trafficked.  Trafficking affects all 
regions and most countries of the world.  It does not require movement or the crossing 
of an international border.   
 
What is the relationship between human rights and human trafficking? 
 
Human trafficking and many of the practices associated with it are prohibited under 
international human rights law, which has unequivocally proclaimed the fundamental 
immorality and unlawfulness of one person appropriating the legal personality, labor or 
humanity of another.  The rights violated by human trafficking include the right to liberty 
and security, the right to freedom of movement, the right to just and favorable work 
conditions, and the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental 
health.  Such rights apply to everyone, irrespective of their race, sex, nationality or 
other distinction. 
 
  
What are the obligations of States with respect to human trafficking?  
 
States are responsible for their own acts or omissions that breach their obligations 
under international human rights law.  In particular, States are obligated to PREVENT, 
PROTECT AND PROSECUTE. 
 

A. States must prevent future trafficking by addressing the demand for goods and 
services produced by trafficking through laws and policies on issues such as 



immigration.  States must provide skill-based education and opportunity for 
decent employment, especially in rural or economically depressed areas where 
people are at a high risk of being lured into slavery.  Corruption and complicity of 
public officials must be punished.  Measures taken to address vulnerability of 
trafficked persons should not include gender-based discrimination and must not 
violate the rights and freedoms of the trafficked persons. 
 

B. States must identify, protect and support trafficked persons. This includes 
ensuring that survivors are protected from further harm.  Such protection and 
support must not be made conditional on cooperation with criminal justice 
authorities.  Trafficking survivors must be provided effective and appropriate 
remedies such as restitution, compensation, recovery, satisfaction and 
guarantees of non-repetition.  While recognizing their right to due process, 
trafficked survivors need to be safely and voluntarily returned to their country 
of origin.   Supported reintergration is critical to safe repatriation and to a 
lessening of the likelihood of being re-trafficked. 
 

C. States must provide for an effective criminal justice response wherein 
trafficking and related offenses are criminalized, investigated and prosecuted. 
Trafficked persons should not be criminalized with respect to immigration laws or 
for activities consequential to their situation as trafficked persons and the routine 
detention of trafficked persons or detention of children must be prohibited.  Any 
detention should be necessary, legal and proportional to the specific case.  
Moreover, the trafficked person must have the right to remain in the country in 
which s/he is seeking remedies during legal proceedings and in some cases 
where repatriation is not preferred, should be presented with alternatives.   
 
 

Source: Human Rights and Human Trafficking, Fact Sheet No. 36, United Nations 
Office of the High Commissioner, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
The NGO Committee to Stop Trafficking in Persons (NGOCSTIP) is dedicated to the eradication of human 
trafficking in all its forms through education, advocacy, research, and monitoring compliance with United 
Nations treaties, protocols, laws and resolutions. 
 
 


