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CFCW – 11/08/2015 
 

“The Danger of Formal Religion” 
(Matthew 15:1-20) 

 
Introduction 
 
 On July 1, 1555, an evangelical Anglican priest named John Bradford was martyred at Smithfield, 
England.  He had been accused by authorities of stirring up a mob.  But really, Bradford’s crime was that 
he had opposed to the efforts of the English Queen, Mary Tudor (known to history as “Bloody Mary”), 
who was trying to return the Church of England to the Roman Catholic Church.  Bradford was martyred 
for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and for opposing the formal, ritualistic religion of the Roman 
Catholic Church.   

In his sermons, Bradford railed against all the additions the Roman Catholic Church had made to 
the Scriptures throughout the centuries.  Popes, cardinals, archbishops, crosses, chalices, relics, jewels, 
clerical vestments, bells, candles, etc. all came under Bradford’s censure.1  But Queen Mary would have 
none of it and Bradford was thrown into prison.  After spending six months in prison, Bradford was put 
to a horrible death.   He was burned at the stake.  But Bradford faced death bravely.  A biographer later 
wrote that Bradford endured the flames “as a fresh gale of wind in a hot summer's day, confirming by 
his death the truth of that doctrine he had so diligently and powerfully preached during his life."2 
 Why was Bradford willing to die?  Why did he stand up and preach a clear Gospel and oppose 
the ritualistic religion of Mary?  Bradford opposed Mary and her religious reforms because he 
understood that only the Gospel saves.  Bradford realized that if Mary was successful and Roman 
Catholicism returned to England, the true Gospel would be lost.  The formal religion of the Roman 
Catholic Church which is based on rituals and ceremonies is a false Gospel.   Friends, any religion or 
philosophy of life (whether it is called ‘Christian’ are not) that focus on externals and outward behavior 
as a way to please God is a false religion.  All such religions fail to save because they do not address the 
fundamental problem—the sinfulness of human hearts. 

 External, formal religion has been a danger in every age.  It was a great danger to the people of 
Israel in Jesus’ day.  In our passage for study this morning, Jesus confronts the external, formal religion 
of the “Pharisees and scribes” (15:1).  As we look at this passage, we will learn about the dangers of 
formal, outward, ritualistic religion.  And we will be reminded that we need a great salvation—a 
salvation that gives men and women new hearts.   
 
Background 
 

This morning we are continuing our study in the Gospel of Matthew.  As we have studied 
Matthew, we have seen that the ministry of Jesus was powerful.  His ministry was marked by both 
miracles and mercy.  We saw this last week in the way the Jesus walked on the water and rescued Peter 
and the other disciples from the stormy sea.  
 But even though Jesus’ ministry was marked by miracles and mercy, He still faced conflict.  
Most especially, Jesus was opposed by the religious leaders of the people of Israel—the “Pharisees and 
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scribes” (15:1).  Our passage this morning recounts an encounter between Jesus and a delegation of 
“Pharisees and scribes” who had travelled up from Jerusalem to investigate Jesus.  These religious 
leaders thought they were holy and acceptable to God.  But Jesus confronted them with the reality that 
their religion was worthless because their hearts were far from God. 
 
MIM:  Formal religion is powerless to save because it cannot change the heart.      
 
This morning we will see: 
-The Danger of Formal Religion (15:1-9) 
-The Need for a Heart Religion (15:10-20) 
 

I. The Danger of Formal Religion (15:1-9) 
 
Matthew 15:1-9- “Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why do your 
disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat.” 3 He 
answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For 
God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must 
surely die.’ 5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me 
is given to God,” 6 he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the 
word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 8 “‘This people honors me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.’”  
 

A. In 15:1, we see that a group of “Pharisees and scribes” came from Jerusalem to see Jesus. 
The Pharisees and scribes were really the Bible scholars of their days.  They spent years 
studying the OT and thought they knew the scriptures better than anyone else.  And 
Jerusalem was the center of the Jewish religion.  Such a committee of religious leaders from 
Jerusalem would have commanded a lot of respect in the eyes of the common men and 
women of Galilee.  And they had come specifically to test the orthodoxy of this young 
rabbi, Jesus.  They wanted to know if Jesus kept their traditions and lived up to their 
standards.  It did not take them long to decide that He did not. 
 

B. So in 15:2, we see them ask Jesus a question, “Why do your disciples break the tradition of 
the elders?  For they do not wash their hands when they eat?” (15:2).  By accusing Jesus’ 
disciples of breaking the “tradition of the elders” they were really accusing Jesus of being a 
bad teacher who should have taught His disciples better.  The “tradition” they were 
referring to belonged to the teachings of the elders and rabbis who for centuries had 
studied the OT and had given their authoritative commandments regarding HOW the OT law 
was to be observed.  Over time these traditions grew to enormous proportions.  There 
were rules for every aspect of life including how one should wash his hands before eating.  
The Pharisees viewed these traditions as having nearly equal authority with the OT itself.3  
And, of course, they were very careful to keep these traditions and they expected other 
religious leaders to do the same. 
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a. Now, the issue at stake with the washing of hands was one of ritual purity or 
holiness.  These “Pharisees and scribes” believed that in order to worship God 
properly, God’s people needed to keep themselves pure from any “defilement”.  
Defilement could come from many sources.  It might come through eating unclean 
food or eating food with hands that had come into contact with something unclean.  
The fear is that the defilement ‘out there’ would somehow get inside of you and 
make you ceremonially ‘unclean.’  The way to avoid this danger was to wash one’s 
hands according to the tradition of the elders before eating.  The traditions 
regarding how to properly wash your hands were very precise.  For instance, if you 
were going to wash both hands you needed to use at least an eggshell and a half 
of water, or else it didn’t count.4    

 
Observe:  We should notice that the Pharisees and scribes don’t accuse Jesus and His disciples of some 
outrageous crime—murder, adultery, theft.  No, they can’t point to anything like that.  But THEY are 
deeply troubled that Jesus’s disciples aren’t washing their hands the way THEIR tradition says they 
should.  This is the heart of the legalist, the one whose religion is all about outward actions and 
ceremonies and rituals.  Those outward acts become the all important thing in the mind of legalist.  
Why?  Because they are good at keeping the rules and so it is easy for them to look down on others who 
don’t keep the rules as well.  The “Pharisees and scribes” aren’t at all concerned about the spiritual 
good of Jesus and His disciples.  They are only concerned that their personal standards be kept.  Legal, 
formal religion is a cold religion that is concerned about personal standards of righteousness rather 
than people. 
  

C. But in 15:3-6 we see that Jesus was not interested in their formal religion at all.  He 
responded to their charge with a charge of His own. “And why do you break the 
commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?” (15:3).  Jesus really one ups them 
here.  The “Pharisees and scribes” were concerned that Jesus and His disciples were 
breaking the traditions, but Jesus is concerned that they were breaking the Law of God.  
Then Jesus pointed out that the Law of God commanded people to honor their fathers and 
mothers (Exodus 20:12) and actually said that those who dishonored their parents should be 
put to death (Exodus 21:17).  But the “Pharisees and Scribes” followed a tradition, known 
as Corban, which said a person did not have to provide for his parents if he had devoted 
his possessions to God to be used in the service of God (15:5-6).  So a son could simply say, 
“Sorry, dad, I know you are hungry, but I have devoted my extra money to God so I can’t help 
you.” 
 

a. Instead of honoring one’s parents by providing for their needs, the tradition of 
Corban actually forbade people from providing for their parents if they had devoted 
their possessions to God.  So the commandment of God to honor parents was 
broken for the sake of the tradition.  Jesus’ point is that if their ‘tradition’ 
encourages such a violation of God’s law, it has no validity.  Jesus and His disciples 
would not be bound by such traditions.   
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D. In 15:7-9, Jesus called the “Pharisees and scribes” out for their formal religion.  He says, 
“You hypocrites!”  (15:7a).  Then Jesus quoted Isaiah 29:13, where the prophet Isaiah railed 
against the religious hypocrites in his day.  The Pharisees looked religious on the outside 
and spoke religious words, but their hearts were cold towards God.  And so their religion 
was worthless.  Formal outward religion based on doing certain things and not doing other 
things is ABSOLUTELY WORTHLESS (‘vain’; 15:9) in the eyes of God.   

 
So, looking at this section, it is clear that Jesus has no interest in the formal religion of the “Pharisees 
or scribes” (15:1).  In fact, such religion is dangerous.  In this section we see two dangers of formal 
religion.   
 

1. Danger #1- Disobedience (15:5-6)—“But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or mother, ‘What you 
would have gained from me is given to God,’ he need not honor his father” (15:5-6).  Sons and 
daughters have an obligation to care for their parents (“Honor your father and your mother”; 
15:4, cf. Exod. 20:12), but the tradition of the Pharisees and scribes was leading people to 
disobey the Law of God.  And what did this disobedience look like?  It looked like a lack of love.  
A greedy or bitter or rebellious son could simply wave his hand over his possessions and 
“dedicate them to God” so that his parents couldn’t use them.   

 
Application:  Now you and I might not be trying to earn our salvation by keeping a set of rules like the 
Pharisees were.  But that doesn’t mean we can’t fall into the trap of formal religion.  It is very easy to 
begin to think that God approves of us MORE than others because we DO certain things and DON’T DO 
other things.  It is easy for our hearts to make up standards of righteousness that we keep because we 
think they make us more acceptable to God.  And once we embrace those self-made standards of 
righteousness, it is very easy to begin to look down on others who don’t live up to our standards.  Just as 
the “Pharisees and scribes” failed to love others, so we can fail to love others as well.   
 
Question:  What is that ‘thing’ you do that tempts you to think that God approves of you more than 
others?  What is it you do that causes you to look down on others?   
 

 Do provide for your family well—better than others?     

 Are you a successful person?  Many degrees, a good position at work, lots of money all show 
that God is pleased with you, right?    

 Do you know the Bible better than others?  

 Do you know more about theology than others? 

 Are you more consistent in your quiet times than others you know? 

 Do you give more than others to the ministry or to charity? 
 
Friends, none of these things are bad in themselves.  But all of these things are examples of standards 
we can set up in our hearts so that we can judge others by them.  But when we look down on others for 
not keeping our standards we are acting like Pharisees.  To look down on others because we think we 
are better than them in some area of life is to sin.  It is to DISOBEY the second great commandment 
which is to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
Principle: If your Christianity doesn’t lead you to love and serve others, but instead leads you to judge, 
criticize, and look down on others, it is a defective Christianity. 
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2. Danger #2—Hypocrisy (15:7-9)—“You hypocrites!  Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he 
said: 8 ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they 
worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’”  So disobedience isn’t the only 
danger of formal, outward religion.  Hypocrisy is another danger.  Formal religion is always 
hypocritical religion.  The “Pharisees and scribes” looked religious and used religious words.  But 
their hearts were far from God.   
 

a. They didn’t love God.  They loved keeping their standards of righteousness.  They loved 
the appearance of being holy.  They used God to feel good about themselves. 
 

b. They didn’t love other people.  They loved being noticed and approved of by others 
people.   

 
Their religion was hypocritical, focused on the approval of others.   

 
Matthew 23:5-7- “They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad 
and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 
7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others.” 
 
Application:  Christ Fellowship, this can happen to us as well.  We can have wonderful theology in our 
church. We can sing songs that are rich in truth.  We can hear sermons based on the Bible.  We can look 
clean and neat and well put-together.  But, all the while, our hearts can be far from God.  It can all be 
utter hypocrisy—just a show meant to make others think we are holy and righteous and godly.  If you 
have ever been in a legalistic church, you have felt the coldness there.  Everyone looks nice and clean on 
the outside, but their hearts are cold towards God and towards one another.  Pray that our Christ 
Fellowship would never be marked by a cold, formal religion.  And pray that God would guard us from 
imposing false standards of righteousness on one another.  
 
So, in 15:1-9, we see that the formal, outward religion of the “Pharisees and scribes” was dangerous.  
It leads to disobedience and hypocrisy.  Formal religion is never enough.  It doesn’t deal with the real 
problem, which is the sinfulness of our hearts.  We see this as we look at 15:10-20… 
 

II.  The Need for Heart Religion (15:10-20) 
 
Matthew 15:10-20 – “And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a 
person.” 12 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended 
when they heard this saying?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall 
into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” 16 And he said, “Are you also still 
without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach 
and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. 
19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20 These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.”   
 

A. In 15:10-11, Jesus says some of the most revolutionary words many of the people of 
Galilee had ever heard.  And He knew they would have a hard time accepting what He was 
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going to say.   So Jesus prepared them by saying, “Hear and understand” (15:10b).  In other 
words, “Listen carefully and pay close attention.”5  Then He dropped a bomb shell on them: 

 
Matthew 5:11- “It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of the 
mouth; this defiles a person.” 
 

B. Jesus’ words represent a seismic shift in the thinking of first century Jews.  The “Pharisees 
and scribes” and common Jewish men and women of Jesus’ day all believed that they were 
good by nature.  They were Jews after all—descendants of Abraham.  They had received the 
Law.  They were God’s chosen people.  Other people were bad and evil—the Gentiles (non-
Jews) were bad and evil—but Jews were pure and holy.  The only way a Jew could become 
bad was by being contaminated by something evil or unclean outside of himself—like 
unclean food.  That is why Jews need to keep the traditions—to make sure they were not 
contaminated. 
 

Illustration:  I think it is hard for us to grasp this.  Many of us were raised in the Church.  We understand 
the idea of being sinful and having impure hearts.  But the Jews of Jesus’ day didn’t understand this.  
They didn’t believe they were sinful within.  They were very much like Muslims are today.  Muslims 
don’t believe that people are born sinful.  Islam teaches that people are good by nature, but can be 
influenced by outside forces to do evil.  So the essential thing in Islam is to keep from being influenced 
by outside forces to sin.  This is why those countries which are under Sharia Law make their women 
wear clothing that covers every part of their bodies, except for their eyes.  The fear is that the shape of a 
woman’s body will make a pure Muslim man fall into sin and so they get rid of that temptation by 
forcing women to completely cover up.    
 

a. But Jesus is saying just the opposite.  The problem isn’t OUT THERE.  The problem 
isn’t the food you eat.  The problem is WITHIN—in the heart.  The problem is the sin 
in our hearts.   It is the sin within—what “comes OUT of the mouth; this defiles a 
person” (15:11).  

 
“Jesus is warning that defilement is not something that may be casually acquired by physical contact…It 
is something that affects the person at the root of his or her being.  When one is evil there, then the 
words that come out of his mouth reveal the inner corruption.”6   
 

-Leon Morris 
 

C. Now Jesus was saying something revolutionary and it is clear that the Pharisees 
understood Him.   They are “offended” by what He said (15:12).  So the disciples came to 
Jesus and let Him know that the Pharisees were “offended” (15:12).  They were concerned 
that this important group of religious leaders from Jerusalem had been put off by what Jesus 
had said and they wanted Jesus to be aware of that.  They thought Jesus should tone down 
his rhetoric just a bit. 
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a. But Jesus was not concerned about the “Pharisees and scribes”.   In 15:13-14, 
Jesus gives two pictures to help the disciples understand that the Pharisees were 
not to be followed.  The Pharisees were not plants planted by God.  In other words, 
they and their teachings were not of God.  And so they would be “rooted up” 
(15:13).  The Pharisees were blind guides leading the blind.  Both the Pharisees and 
those who followed them would “fall into a pit” (15:14).  They would face the 
judgment of God.   

 
D. After hearing this, in 15:15, Peter asked Him to explain the “parable” to the disciples.  Peter 

and the other disciples still couldn’t grasp the truth that Jesus was teaching in 15:11—that 
the problem was within, not without.  And so from 15:16-20, Jesus explains that the 
problem isn’t unclean food that comes into the body and contaminates it.  Everything a 
person eats passes into the stomach and then it is “expelled” (15:17).  Food doesn’t affect a 
person’s heart—who he or she really is.  Food doesn’t make a person sinful.  No!  The 
problem is within.  In 15:18, Jesus says that “what comes out of the mouth proceeds from 
the heart, and this defiles a person.”  What is in our heart comes out in our words—what 
we say.  Who we truly are is betrayed by how we speak.  If a person’s heart is “defiled” and 
sinful, then his or her words will reflect that.   
 

E. And it isn’t just words.  The sinful actions of men and women proceed from the heart as 
well- “evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.  These 
are what defile a person” (15:19-20a).  Our sinful words and actions are really simply the 
evidence of what is going on in our hearts.   

 
Illustration:  A polluted spring overflows with unclean water, and a polluted heart overflows in sinful 
words and actions.   
 

a. And in 15:20b, Jesus concludes His teaching by saying, “But to eat with unwashed 
hands doesn’t defile anyone.”  The concerns of the Pharisees and scribes about 
keeping the tradition of the elders completely missed the point.  Their religion was 
external, formal, ritualistic, but powerless to change the heart.   

 
So what does this passage teach us?  Three lessons. 
 

1. Lesson #1—Our words and actions reveal the state of our hearts.  Even as Christians, we 
sometimes miss this.  We say things like, “He just makes me so angry.”  That isn’t true.  People 
can’t make us angry.  Other people can’t make us bitter, or selfish, or jealous.  People can’t put 
sin into our hearts.  But when we conflict with others, it does expose what is in our hearts.  
The sin in our hearts comes out in words and actions. 

 
Application:  Our words reveal our hearts.  Complaining words indicate an ungrateful heart.  Unkind 
words indicate an angry heart.  But in contrast, praise to God indicates a humble heart and thanksgiving 
indicates a grateful heart.  What have the words you have spoken this week revealed about the state of 
your heart? 
 

2. Lesson #2—There is a fundamental difference between the religion of the Pharisees and the 
religion of Jesus.  The religion of the Pharisees was formal and external.  But true religion, 
Gospel religion, is focused on the heart. 
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So what is the difference between formal religion and biblical, heart religion? 
 

 Formal religion focuses on the external.  Heart religion focuses on the internal.   
 

 Formal religion says God wants my behavior.  Heart religion says God wants my heart 
(affections, love).  

 
Deuteronomy 6:5- “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might.”   
 

 Formal religion says, “If I keep these rules, God will love me.”  Heart religion says God already 
loves me because of Jesus so I want to obey Him out of gratitude and love. 

 

 Formal religion says God approves of me more than others because I do this or that better than 
others.  Heart religion delights to say with Martin Luther, “We are beggars; this is true.” 

 
Application:  So, listening to this sermon this morning, what kind of religion do you have?  Are you 
focused on keeping the rules?  Are you afraid that God will not accept you if you fail to keep some 
particular standard? Or have you realized the wonderful truth of Christianity.  We are all beggars!  None 
of us is good enough for God.  The Good News is that God accepts us in Christ.  Friend, God doesn’t want 
your outward behavior.  He wants your heart! 
 
“The heart is the principal thing in the relation of husband and wife, of friend and friend, of parent and 
child.  The heart must be the principal point to which we attend in all the relations between God and our 
souls.  What is the first thing we need, in order to be Christians?  A new heart.—What is the sacrifice 
God asks us to bring to him?  A broken and contrite heart.—What is the true circumcision?  The 
circumcision of the heart.—What is genuine obedience?  To obey from the heart.—What is saving faith?  
To believe with the heart.—Where ought Christ to dwell?  To dwell in our hearts by faith.—What is the 
chief request that Wisdom makes to everyone?  ‘My son, give me thine heart.’”7   
 

-J.C. Ryle 
 
Application:  Christ Fellowship, if Christianity is a religion of the heart then we need to actively engage 
our hearts as we worship God together as a church.  There should be no cold, formal singing, no 
wandering thoughts during prayer, no inattentiveness to God’s word as it is being proclaimed.  Our God 
is meeting with us.  He desires and deserves our love, our hearts, our passion for Him!   
 

3. Lesson #3—If we are to be saved, we need new hearts.  Looking at Jesus’ teaching this passage, 
we all stand condemned.  Just think about the words you have spoken this week.  How many of 
them were sinful, discontented, or angry?  And look at the list of sins that Jesus lists in 15:19: 

 

 “evil thoughts” – We have all had those. 
 

 “murder”—We probably haven’t physically killed anyone, but Jesus tells us that sinful 
anger towards someone is the same thing as murder (Matt. 5:21-26). 
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 “adultery”—Lust in the heart is the same as adultery in God’s eyes (Matt. 5:27-30). 
 

 “sexual immorality” – We are guilty. 
 

 “theft” – We are guilty. 
 

 “false witness”- or lying.  We are guilty. 
 

 “slander”- The assassination of the character of another.  Who of us hasn’t sinned with 
his or her lips? 

 
All of this goes to show us that if we are to be saved, we must receive a new heart.  The Good News 
this morning is that God changes the hearts of sinful men and women so that they love Him.   
 
Ezekiel 26:25-27 – “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I 
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” 
 
Application to non-Christians:  If you are with you us this morning and you aren’t a Christian, we are 
glad you are here.  We want you to understand that you are surrounded by people who have been given 
new hearts by God.  We aren’t the same people we used to be.  We don’t love the same things 
anymore.  We needed new hearts and God gave them to us.  We are certainly not perfect, but we have 
been changed.  And we are being changed from within.  Perhaps this morning you realize that you need 
a new heart.  You need God to give you His Holy Spirit so that you can love Him and obey Him.  If that 
is you, then you need to hear the Gospel. 
 
The Gospel 
 
 The basic message of Christianity is that all of us are sinners separated from God.  By nature, our 
hearts are sinful and turned in on themselves.  We were made to love and serve God and others.  But 
instead, we have loved and served ourselves.  The Bible calls this sin.  Sin separates us from God and if 
we die in our sins, we will face the never ending judgment of God in Hell.  But God is merciful!  He sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus lived a perfect life, never sinning.  He fulfilled all righteousness in the place 
of His people.  Jesus was “pure in heart” (Matt. 5:8).  Then He died on the cross bearing the penalty of all 
who would ever turn from their sins and trust in Him.  But Jesus rose from the dead.  And here is the 
good news.  All who turn from theirs sins and trust in Jesus are forgiven for their sins.  Even better, 
God gives them new hearts so that they love God and desire to serve Him.  God makes us new on the 
inside.  If you are not a Christian, but you want to know how you can be forgiven for your sins and 
receive a new heart, I would love to talk with you about that after the service this morning.   
 
Conclusion 
 
 Why was John Bradford willing to die for the sake of the Gospel?   Why was he willing to 
oppose the formal, ritualistic religion of Queen Mary?  Bradford was willing to die because he 
understood that the difference between external, formal religion and Gospel, heart religion is the 
difference between life and death, heaven and hell.  And he wanted the people of England to have the 
true Gospel so that they might be saved.  Friends, like Bradford, you and I have the true Gospel.  We 
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have received truly Good News that God changes hearts.  May God help us live worthy of the Gospel this 
week!  And may God help us share this Good News with others!  Let’s pray… 


