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CFCW – 10/25/2015 
 

“Two Feasts” 
(Matthew 14:1-21) 

 
Introduction 
 
 Feasts are found all throughout the Bible.  The people of Israel were actually commanded by 
God to gather together and observe three feasts each year—the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of 
weeks, and the feast of booths.  Now, get that.  God actually commanded His OT people, Israel, to 
celebrate and enjoy a feast together in His presence three times a year (2 Chron. 8:13).  Our God is not 
a drab, gloomy deity.  He is the eternally happy God!  And there are many other feasts recorded in the 
Bible as well: Solomon’s feast for all the people of Israel at the dedication of the Temple, Esther’s feast 
for King Ahasuerus and Haman, the wedding feast at Cana where Jesus performed His first of seven signs 
proving His deity.  Feasts are times of friendship, celebration, and joy.   

But not every feast in the Bible is a good feast.  Many feasts were evil.  Ben-Hadad, king of 
Syria, was feasting with his vassal kings before he was defeated by King Ahab and the army of Israel (cf. 
1 Kings 20:12).  Belshazzar was feasting with his lords, and wives, and concubines when the kingdom of 
Babylon was taken from his hands and given to the Medes and Persians (cf. Dan. 5).    

In our passage this morning, we are going to look at two feasts.  One feast is the pompous, 
wicked feast of a petty ruler.  The other is a humble feast offered to the poor and needy by the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus Christ.   
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are continuing our study of the Gospel of Matthew.  Matthew’s Gospel 
highlights the reality that Jesus is the Messiah—the divine King of Israel.  But we have seen that even 
though Jesus spoke with the authority of God and did miracles that only God could do, He was rejected 
by many.  Last week we saw the way that the people of Jesus’ hometown (Nazareth) rejected Him.  
Jesus was simply too familiar for the people of Nazareth to accept Him as the Messiah.   
 This morning, we are going to look at the death of John the Baptist (Matt: 14:1-12) and Jesus’ 
miraculous ‘Feeding of the Five Thousand” (Matt. 14:13-21) and we will highlight the two feasts 
contained in these narratives.  As we do so, we will see what characterizes the feast of Herod the 
Tetrarch and what characterizes the feast of Jesus Christ.  One feast looks glamorous, but ends in 
death.  The other feast is humble, but ends in life.   
 
MIM: The feast this world offers leads to death, but the feast Jesus offers leads to eternal life.    
 
This morning we see will what characterized: 
-The Feast of Herod (14:1-12) 
-The Feast of Jesus (14:13-21) 
 

I. The Feast of Herod (14:1-12) 
 

Matthew 14:1-12- “At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, 2 and he said to his 
servants, “This is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in him.” 3 For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison for the 
sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 because John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for 
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you to have her.” 5 And though he wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, because they held 
him to be a prophet. 6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the 
company and pleased Herod, 7 so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. 
8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” 9 And the 
king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. 10 He sent and had 
John beheaded in the prison, 11 and his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she 
brought it to her mother. 12 And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and they went and 
told Jesus.” 
 

A. Looking in 14:1, we see that “At that time, Herod the Tetrarch heard about the fame 
of Jesus.”  So around the same time Jesus was being rejected by the people of 
Nazareth (13:53-38), Herod began to hear about this new Prophet who was mighty 
in both words and miracles.  
 

a. Herod the Tetrarch was the son of Herod the Great, the king who had ruled 
over Israel at the time of Jesus’ birth and sought to kill Jesus while He was 
still an infant (cf. Matt. 2).  After Herod the Great’s death, Herod the 
Tetrarch (also known as Herod Antipas) ruled over the regions of Galilee and 
Perea in northern Israel from 4 BC to 39 AD.  So He was the ruler over 
Galilee during Jesus’ adult life.1 

 
b. And in 14:2, we find out what Herod thought of Jesus.  He told his servants, 

“This is John the Baptist.  He has been raised from the dead” (14:2a).  It is 
worth noting that no one in the NT (not even Jesus’s enemies) ever doubts 
that He has the power to perform miracles.  They only question the source 
of the power.  Herod simply assumed that Jesus could perform miracles 
because He was John the Baptist resurrected from the dead.  It seems 
Herod’s conscience bothered him over what he had done to John the 
Baptist and it led him to be afraid and to be curious about Jesus.  Luke’s 
Gospel tells us that Herod actually “sought to see” Jesus (Luke 9:9b). 

    
c. From 14:3-12, Matthew really gives us something of a flashback to explain 

why Herod was so interested in Jesus.  As we said, he believed that Jesus 
was actually John the Baptist raised from the dead.  Herod had imprisoned 
John, because John confronted Herod for taking his half-brother Philip’s 
wife as his own (14:3).  Apparently, John had rebuked Herod on more than 
one occasion.  The Greek indicates that John was continually rebuking 
Herod, perhaps even publically, for his adulterous relationship with 
Herodias (14:4).   

 

Application:  From John’s rebuke of Herod we learn that a man of God will always be faithful to 

confront sin, even if it costs him greatly to do so. 

   

                                                           
1
 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 2007), 

553. 
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i. As for John, it is likely that Herod imprisoned Him in the fortress 
Machaerus, whose prison was deep underground.  It is possible that 
John was in this dark, dreary, miserable prison for a year before he 
was murdered.2   

 
d. 14:5 tells us that Herod actually wanted to put John to death, but was afraid 

to because “he feared the people, because they held [John] to be a prophet” 
(14:5b).  Herod was afraid of the crowds and didn’t want to arouse their 
anger by killing a man they viewed as a prophet.  And Herod apparently had 
quite a conflicted relationship with John the Baptist.  He was torn between 
wanting to kill John and respecting John.  Mark 6:20 tells us: 

 
Mark 6:20- “…Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. 
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.” 
 

e. But Herod’s relationship with John came to an end one fateful day when 
Herod was celebrating his birthday along with many powerful friends.  The 
Jews in Jesus’ day didn’t celebrate their birthdays, but Greek’s did.  Herod 
was more Gentile than Jew.  So 14:6 tells us that Herodias’ daughter, whose 
name was Salome, “danced before the company and pleased Herod.”  

 
f. The passage isn’t clear, but it is likely given what we know of the Herod’s 

that Salome’s dance was less than moral.  Clearly Herod was “pleased” and, 
in 14:7, made an extravagant “oath” to give the young girl whatever she 
might want. 

 
g. 14:8 shows us the wickedness of the Herods.  The young girl, who was 

probably only between 12 and 14 years old, went to her mother, Herodias, 
to get her advice on what to ask for.  Herodias saw her chance to get 
revenge against John the Baptist for challenging her marriage to Herod.  And 
so, “prompted by her mother,” (14:8), Salome goes to Herod and asks for 
John the Baptist’s head “on a platter.”  In other words, she wanted John 
dead right then and there and she wanted proof.     

 
Application: We should note the influence parents have on their children.  Look at the way Herodias 
influenced her daughter for evil.  Christian parents, you can’t be passive in the discipleship of your 
children.  If you are not positively influencing your children for Christ and teaching them to follow 
Him, they ARE being negatively influenced by the world.  As one person put it, “If you won’t teach 
your children to pray, Satan will teach them to curse.”  
 

h. Herod was no doubt stunned by this macabre request.  14:9 says he was 
“sorry”.  But he was also clearly a coward.  He was worried about what his 
important guests would think of him if he refused the request.  And so he 
gave the command and John the Baptist was murdered (14:10-11).   

 

                                                           
2
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15 in the MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1987), 419. 
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i. When John’s disciples heard about his death they came and took his body 
away and buried it and went and told Jesus.   

 
Now I want us to notice the CONTRASTS in this scene.  Here is a royal feast.  Important people are 
there.  Wine is flowing freely. Everyone is indulging in every possible pleasure.  Pomp, glamour, power, 
pleasure—everything this world tells you to live for is here.  It seems so beautiful.  But notice what else 
is here.  Notice the cruelty and insanity of a righteous man being brutally murdered because a little girl 
danced in a way that pleased a wicked ruler.  How like our world this is!  It seems beautiful.  In this 
world, we are told that we can have real life if we have the right position, know the right people, and 
possess the right things.  But just like the darkness of Herod’s party, our world is broken and ugly and 
cruel.   
 

B. This morning, I want us to briefly look at Herod’s feast and see the sin that was 
present.  Then I want us to consider our world.  Because just as Herod gave a feast 
for his guests, so our world offers us a feast.  It offers money, pleasure, power, and 
greatness.  It tells us we can find LIFE here.  But just as Herod’s feast was twisted, so 
the feast this world offers is ultimately deceptive.  It leads to death.   

    
a. Sin #1—Lust (14:3-4) 

 
Matthew 14:3-4 – “For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison for the sake of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 because John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have 
her.” 
 

i. What was ultimately behind the imprisonment of John, the man 
Jesus described as the greatness man who had ever lived up until 
that time (Matt. 11:11)?  It was simple lust.  Herod wanted 
Herodias and Herodias wanted Herod and so they both divorced 
their spouses and married one another disobeying the Law of God.  
When John rebuked Herod for his sin, Herod threw John in prison.  
Herod knew that John the Baptist was righteous.  But he didn’t 
care because he loved his sin more than God.  Herod was 
controlled by his sin. 

 
Illustration:  If you know what it is like to be addicted to something (alcohol, drugs, pornography), then 
you have experienced the controlling power of sin.  Even when you don’t want to commit the sin, you 
feel absolutely helpless to resist.   
 
Application:  And friends, a controlling lust can characterize our hearts as well.  Maybe the issue for us 
at Christ Fellowship isn’t alcohol or drugs or pornography.  But just because we are not enslaved to a 
particular substance doesn’t mean our hearts aren’t tied to this world.  Maybe the controlling desire for 
us is for a better car, a bigger house, or the perfect marriage.  But if we are controlled by a desire for 
anything in this passing world, we are loving that thing more than God. 
1 John 2:15-17- “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and the pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.  And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”   
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This world promises life, but it is characterized by lust. 
 

b. Sin #2- Hatred (14:8) 
 
Matthew 14:8- “Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a 
platter.” 
 

i. Herod Antipas might have wanted John dead (14:5), but his hatred 
for John the Baptist was nothing like the hatred of Herodias.  
Herodias was cruel and as soon as the opportunity kill John 
presented itself, she pounced. 

 
 Illustration:  And just as hate characterized Herod’s feast, so our world is characterized by hate as well.  
The examples are limitless.  Our own country continues to deal with the shame of slavery and the hate 
that both fueled that trade and even now causes conflict in our country.  The news reports regularly tell 
us more about the hatred that characterizes the Israeli- Palestinian conflict.  Until recently, we thought 
we were passed the brutality of the Medieval Ages, but the barbaric atrocities of the Islamic State 
demonstrate clearly that hatred is deep in man’s heart.   
 
This world promises life, but it is characterized by hate. 
 

c. Sin #3 - Fear of Man (14:9) 
 
Matthew 14:9- “And the king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be 
given.”   
 

i. Herod was no doubt stunned by the sudden and cruel request of 
this little girl.  Still, he had the opportunity to do the right thing and 
to refuse the request.  But he granted her request.  Why?  Because 
of the fear of man.  Because of “his oaths and his guests” (14:9) he 
commanded John to be killed.  Herod feared man more than God.   

 
Illustration:  Fear of man characterizes our world as well.  In America we are told to be independent 
thinkers and to “do our own thing.”  But for some reason, we often find ourselves doing what we think is 
going to make others around us like us.  When I was a child, it was called ‘Peer Pressure.’  But really it 
is just the fear of man.  The fear of man leads us to sin against God because we care more about what 
people think about us than about what God thinks of us.   
 
Proverbs 29:25a- “The fear of man lays a snare.” 
 
This world promises life, but the fear of man leads us away from God.   
 
So, we live in a beautiful world.  Every television commercial tells us that this world is wonderful and, 
after all, this world is all there is, so we should try to get all we can out of this life.  But we also know 
that this world is broken.  It is characterized by sins like lust, hatred, and the fear of man.  And where 
do these sins lead?  They lead to death.  “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23).  
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And Herod’s feast led to death.  It led to death for John the Baptist.  “He sent and had John 
beheaded in the prison” (14:10).  John was a righteous man.  He was probably only in his early thirties.  
But he died at the hands of a cruel and wicked ruler because a little girl danced.   

But, friends, John’s death wasn’t the ultimate tragedy of this story.  John died.  But then John 
went to his heavenly reward.  In contrast, Herod and Herodias and Salome and their guests all rejected 
God’s purposes for their lives.  They might have thought they were truly living, but really they were 
already dead.  

 
1 Timothy 5:6- “[B]ut she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives.”   
 
The Herods were dead spiritually and so when they died physically, they faced the wrath of God for their 
sins.   
 
Application to the non-believer: Friend, what about you?  The world is constantly setting a feast before 
you.  It is glamorous and attractive and shiny.  But it is filled with sin and leads to death.  It is inviting you 
to eat and drink deeply.  Are you indulging in this feast?  Are you living for this passing world?  Are you 
pursuing sin thinking that it isn’t a big deal?  Friend, that path leads to death and judgment. 
 
If you are living for this world, let me urge you to consider that there is another feast—a feast 
prepared and offered to you by Jesus Christ.     
 

II. The Feast of Jesus Christ (14:13-21) 
 
Matthew 14:13-21- “Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went 
ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 Now when it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the 
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go 
away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two 
fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, 
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke 
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they all ate 
and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21 And those who 
ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.” 
 

A. In 14:13, we see that Jesus heard about Herod the Tetrarch’s interest in Him (cf. 14:1-2).  He 
knew that Herod wanted to see Him, but Jesus’s time had not come and he did not want to 
trigger an unnecessary confrontation with Herod.  So, He “withdrew” (14:13b) from the 
threat. 
   

a. Jesus was, no doubt, also weary from ministry.  And so He took His disciples with 
Him and got into a boat in order to be away from the crowd (14:13a).  But the 
crowds wouldn’t let Jesus alone.  Perhaps they overheard Jesus speaking with His 
disciples about where He was going.  Perhaps they could tell from the direction of 
the boat on the water where Jesus was heading.  We don’t know.  But somehow 
they figured out where Jesus was heading and travelled on foot to that place.  So 
when Jesus arrived and “went ashore he saw a great crowd” (14:14).   
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b. Now Jesus’ response to this is so beautiful.  Here is the weary Savior seeking 
necessary rest and safety.  But when confronted with the needs of the multitudes, 
He pours Himself out for their good.  “He had compassion on them and healed their 
sick” (14:14b). Mark and Luke’s account tell us that Jesus also taught the multitudes 
many things about the Kingdom of Heaven (Mark 6:34, Luke 9:11).  It was a day full 
of Gospel ministry.  

 
c. But then as the day wore on, Jesus’ disciples became concerned.  They came to 

Jesus and urged Him to send the crowds away into the surrounded towns and 
villages to get food (14:15).  

 
d. But in 14:16-17, Jesus turns the tables on the disciples.  “But Jesus said, ‘They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat.”  In the Greek, the word “You” is 
emphatic.  Jesus is saying, “Alright, disciples, you are right.  The people are hungry 
and in need.  So YOU give them the food they need.”  But the disciples have no 
idea what to do with this.  They realize they are powerless to do anything and so 
they just point Jesus to their lack of resources- “We have only five loaves here and 
two fish.” 

 
e. In 14:18-19a, Jesus fills up the lack in His disciples—“bring them here to me” 

(14:18a).  Then Jesus had the crowds seated and He took the five loaves and two 
fish and looked up to heaven in prayer and said a blessing (14:19a).  A common 
prayer of Jesus’ time was, “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, 
who brings forth bread from the earth.”3  And, of course, bread in those days was 
nearly synonymous with life as it was the staple food for the majority of people. 

 
f. Then in 14:19b-21, we see what happens.  Jesus multiplied bread and fish to feed 

five thousand men, “besides men and women.”  One commentator estimated that a 
total of 15,000 men, women, and children might have been fed that day.4  And even 
after all those people were fed, there were still twelve large baskets of leftovers left 
over (14:20).  ‘The Feeding of the Five Thousand’ is a miracle of great power.  It is a 
creation miracle—where food was created out of nothing.  Once again, it points to 
the reality that Jesus is God.   

 
Question: So, this was a great miracle.  But was this a feast?  Yes.  I think Matthew intends for us to 
see this as a feast prepared by Jesus for the poor and needy.  In 14:19, Jesus ordered the crowds to “sit 
down.”  According to commentator Daniel Doriani, the word translated ‘sit down’ (Gk. ἀνακλιθῆναι) is a 
technical term in the Greek that means ‘to recline.’  Doriani continues, “In antiquity, people reclined at 
banquets, so Jesus is hinting that they should prepare for a feast.”5   
 

                                                           
3
 D.A. Carson, “Matthew”, 342. [modernization mine] 

 
4
 Daniel Doriani, Matthew, vol. 2 in Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing 

Company, 2008), 20.  
 
5
 Ibid., 18. 
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Question: What kind of feast was this?  It was a humble feast.  John’s Gospel tells us the food came 
from a little boy and the loaves were barley loaves, which was the bread of the poor (John 6:9).  The 
people invited to Jesus’ feast (the poor, common, hurting men and women of Galilee) would have 
never been invited to Herod’s Feast, but they were welcomed at Jesus’ table.  The world despises the 
poor and needy, but our Lord Jesus is gracious.  

 
B. Now, we have seen that Herod’s feast was characterized by sin, just like this world.  But 

what characterized Jesus’ feast?  I want us to look at this narrative and see three things 
that characterized Jesus’ feast. 

 
a. Jesus’ Feast is characterized by COMPASSION (14:14) 

 
Matthew 14:14 – “When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and 
healed their sick.” 

 
i. The word ‘compassion’ in 14:14 is a strong word.  One commentator said 

that Jesus was “moved with compassion to the depths of his being” when 
He saw the desperate and needy crowd.6  Jesus healed the sick out of 
compassion and then He fed the hungry masses out of compassion.   

 
Illustration:   Our Lord was compassionate toward broken and needy people.  Christ Fellowship, are we 
compassionate?  Perhaps you have heard about NBA star Lamar Odom.  He was found unresponsive 
and in a drug-induced coma.  How do we respond when we hear about the rich and famous who reveal 
their deep-seated brokenness?  Do we have contempt for them?  Do we mock them?  Brothers and 
sisters, as followers of Jesus, we must be compassionate towards one another in the church—we are all 
BROKEN.  And we must be compassionate towards the broken men and women of this world.  You see, 
you and I need Jesus just as much as Lamar Odom does! 
 

b. Jesus’ Feast is characterized by FAITH (14:16-17) 
 
Matthew 14:16-17- “But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They 
said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 
 

i. This stood out to me as I studied this passage this week.  Why did Jesus 
command the disciples, “YOU [emphatic] give them something to eat” 
(14:16)?  He knew they couldn’t do it.  He knew that they lacked the 
resources.  But He wanted them to realize their need so that they would 
then look to Him.  And when they realized their need, Jesus said, “bring 
them here to me” (14:18).  And Jesus took the loaves and fish and looked up 
to heaven and performed the miracle.   And in this way, Jesus taught the 
disciples to put their faith in Him.   

 
Application:  The application for us is clear.  Christ Fellowship, apart from Jesus we can do nothing (John 
15:5).  Gospel ministry is IMPOSSIBLE apart from the power of God.  But by faith in Jesus, we can do all 
things (Phil. 3:14).  By faith in Jesus, we can proclaim the Gospel and see people saved, cleansed, and 

                                                           
6
 Oliver Barclay, quoted in Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids: William 

B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 1992), 376. 
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made whole.  By faith in Jesus, we can conquer the sins that have a stronghold in our own lives.  By faith 
in Jesus, we can impact the nations for the Gospel.   
 

c. Jesus’ Feast is characterized by SATISFACTION 
 
Matthew 14:20a – “And they all ate and were satisfied.” 
 

i. The word “satisfied” (Gk. ἐχορτάσθησαν) here was used of animals who 
stayed at the feeding trough until they could eat nothing more.7  Again, the 
point is that God is not stingy.  He is lavish in grace.  The crowds ate and 
ate until they could eat no more.  They were fully satisfied with Jesus’ feast.   

 
Application:  And, in the same way, those of us who have put our trust in Jesus Christ alone for 
salvation have found Him fully satisfying.  Our sins have been forgiven.  Our lives are lived out under 
our Heavenly Father’s watchful care.  And our future is secure.  Jesus now sits glorified in Heaven.  And, 
His followers, we will be with Him in glory forever!   
 
So, consider Jesus’ feast.  It was humble, but it was life giving. The people ate and they were satisfied.  It 
was good!  
 
Now, let’s compare these two feasts again.  Herod’s feast represents the feast of this world that looks 
glamorous, but ends in death.  Jesus’ feast is humble, but it gives life.     
  

 The world’s feast is characterized by hate.  But Jesus’ feast is characterized by compassion. 
 

 The world’s feast is characterized by the fear of man, but Jesus’ feast is characterized by faith in 
God. 

 

 The world’s feast is characterized by insatiable lust, but Jesus’ feast is characterized by 
satisfaction.   

 
Question:  Which feast is fit for Hell and which feast is fit for Heaven?  Friends, Jesus’s feast is fit for 
Heaven!   
 
The Gospel 
 
 And if you are not a Christian, Jesus offers you a feast this morning.  Listen to this Gospel 
promise from Isaiah 55:1-2: 
 
Isaiah 55:1-2 – “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy 
and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.” 
 
 You see, the “Feeding of the Five Thousand” is really a picture of the salvation that God offers 
to all who will receive Jesus Christ as Savior.  We are all needy.  Our sins have separated us from God.  

                                                           
7
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15, 430. 
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We are starved of the righteousness we need to stand before God, just as the men and women of 
Galilee lacked food.   

But Jesus came to meet our need!  The eternal Son of God became a Man. He lived a perfect life 
in the place of sinful men and women.  Then He offered Himself on the cross as a substitute for all who 
would ever turn from their sins and trust in Him.   

But Jesus didn’t stay dead.  He rose from the dead!  And the Bible says that all who turn from 
their sins and trust in Him for salvation are forgiven.  They are welcomed by God.  And they are satisfied 
with the perfect righteousness of Christ, just as the people of Galilee were satisfied by the bread and 
fish.   
 
Conclusion 
 
 So, this morning, we have seen two feasts.  The feast of the world ends in death.  But Jesus’ 
feast ends in eternal life.  If you are not in Christ, I invite you to partake of Jesus’ feast!  Come to Christ!  
Turn from your sins!  Put all your trust in Him!   

And Christians, those of you who have already put your trust in Christ, feed on Jesus this week 
by faith.  Jesus is all-together satisfying.  He provides true life and rest for our souls.  May we delight in 
Him in this coming week! 
 
Let’s pray… 
 
 
 
  


