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         CFCW – 09/13/2015 
 

“The Perfect Revelation of God” 
(Psalm 19) 

 
Introduction 
 
 We owe a lot to the sun.  The sun warms the earth, generates weather patterns, stirs the 
atmosphere, and provides energy to growing plants.  Those plants in turn provide both oxygen and food 
for all of life.1  In short, the sun makes life on the earth possible.   

At the same time, the sun reveals to us the beauty of God’s creation in this world.  It is only 
because the sun shines its light that we are able to see the wonders that God has made for us to enjoy.  
Without the sun the earth would be shrouded in perpetual darkness.  The light of the sun reveals the 
glory of our God in the physical world.   

Now, in just the same way as the glory of God in creation is made visible to us by the light of 
the sun, so the glory of God in His attributes, perfections, and work of redemption is made visible to 
us by the light of God’s word.  It is only in God’s word that we have the fullness of God’s revelation of 
himself.  Our God is committed to revealing His glory.       

    
Background 
 
   This morning we are going to be studying Psalm 19.  Psalm 19 speaks of the two ways God’s 
reveals His glory—in His creation and in His word.  Psalm 19 begins with these words: 
 
Psalm 19:1- “The heavens declare the glory of God…” 
 
This Psalm is affirmation that all the glory of heaven exists to declare the greater glory of God, the 
Creator.   

Psalm 19 was written by David, the sweet Psalmist of Israel.  Nothing is said in this Psalm that 
would give us insight into what was going on in David’s life when he wrote it.  But here David is 
meditating on God’s two-fold revelation of Himself.  As we have said, God has revealed Himself through 
his Creation.  Theologians call this God’s general revelation, because it is revealed to all mankind.  
David meditates on this from verses 1-6.  But God has also given us a greater revelation of Himself 
through his word.  Theologians call this God’s Special Revelation, because it is a fuller revelation of 
God to His covenant people.  David meditates on this special revelation from verses 7-11.  Finally, from 
verses 12-14, David ends the Psalm by applying the truths he has declared to his own life. 
 
MIM: God’s revelation of Himself demands a response from His people. 
 
In our passage this morning we see: 
-God Has Revealed Himself in Creation (v.1-6) 
-God Has Revealed Himself Perfectly in His Word (v.7-11) 
-God’s Revelation of Himself Demands a Response (v.12-14) 
 
 

                                                           
1
 From http://www.ask.com/science/sun-important-earth-bf1286cda924f041 accessed online on 

09/11/2015. 

http://www.ask.com/science/sun-important-earth-bf1286cda924f041
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I.  God has Revealed Himself in Creation (v.1-6)  
 
Psalm 19:1-6- “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  Day to 
day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard.  Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.  In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.  Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to 
the end of them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat.” 
 

a.  As we mentioned before, the Psalmist begins with Psalm with a strong 
affirmation that Creation is a revelation of the glory of God.  David starts with the 
heavens (sun, moon, stars) in particular in 19:1-6, but he intends for us to consider 
all of creation as well.   

 
Illustration: The glory of the night sky and the beauty of the morning, the immensity of the ocean, and 
the power of a lightning storm all serve to display the power and glory of the Creator God.   

 
a. John Calvin put it this way: 

 “When a man, after beholding and contemplating the heavens, has been brought to acknowledge God, 
he will learn also to think about and admire God’s wisdom and power displayed in all the earth, even in 
the smallest of plants.”2 
 
Illustration:  Let’s for a minute just think about the majesty of the heavens we can see with our eyes.  
Scientists tell us: 
 

1.  Just our own galaxy, the Milky Way, has more than 200 billion stars.3 And according to 
scientists, there are likely between 100 and 200 billion Galaxies!4 
 

2. The Milky Way is more than 100,000 light years across (A light year is the distance light can 
travel in a year and light moves at 186,000 miles per second!) 

 
3. 90% of the matter in our galaxy is invisible to the human eye even when aided by telescopes.5  

So there is a lot out there we can’t even see! 
 
Why did God create this vast galaxy?  Our Psalm tells us.  To display his power and Godhead! (Romans 
1:20).  Our God is the glorious Creator.   
 
 

                                                           
2
 John Calvin, “Psalms” in Calvin’s Commentaries, vol. 4 (Grand Rapids, Baker Books, 2003), 308-9.  

modernization mine. 
 
3
 Cited from http://phys.org/news/2014-12-facts-milky.html accessed online on 09/11/2015. 

 
4
 Cited from http://www.space.com/25303-how-many-galaxies-are-in-the-universe.html accessed online 

on 09/11/2015. 
 
5
 Cited from http://phys.org/news/2014-12-facts-milky.html accessed online on 09/11/2015. 

http://phys.org/news/2014-12-facts-milky.html
http://www.space.com/25303-how-many-galaxies-are-in-the-universe.html%20accessed%20online%20on%2009/11/2015
http://www.space.com/25303-how-many-galaxies-are-in-the-universe.html%20accessed%20online%20on%2009/11/2015
http://phys.org/news/2014-12-facts-milky.html


3 
 

b.  “Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge” (19:2)—In 
19:2, we see another truth about this revelation.  God’s revelation of His glory in 
Creation is continual.  Just as He created all things, our God actively sustains all 
things and keeps them in order day in and day out, so that each successive day is a 
new display of the wisdom and power and glory of our God.  Hebrews 1: 3 reminds 
us that it is Christ who upholds the universe by the word of his power so that the 
Sun rises and sets on schedule, the tide comes in and out on time, and the seasons 
of Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter do not fail to arrive.  But think about this for a 
minute.  Every new day is an opportunity to witness the glory of God afresh.   

 
Application:  So every day, we should have our eyes open to see more of the glory of God in the world 
around us—more of His wisdom, power, creativity, and beauty.   
   

c. “There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.” (19:3)- 19:3 
pictures the reality that every aspect of creation speaks of God’s glory.  Whether it 
is the stars in the night sky or the clouds in the day, or the majesty of a mountain, or 
the beauty of a flower, all creation speaks CLEARLY about God’s glory.   

 
d. Indeed, in 19:4a, we see that the “voice” of Creation speaks clearly around the 

world.  “Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.”   

 
Illustration:  I remember how difficult it was to learn Turkish when Missy and I first moved in Turkey.  At 
the very beginning, the best I could do was to say a few words like, “I water want please now” and “I like 
Turkey people, yes!”  But God’s Creation speaks clearly of his glory in all parts of the world.  Whether in 
Russia or Australia, Nigeria or Sri Lanka, Argentina or Williamsburg, VA, all people are able to look to the 
Creation and see the glory of God on full display regardless and differences in language and culture. 
 
“Sun, moon, and stars are God’s travelling preachers; they are apostles upon their journey confirming 
those who regard the Lord, and judges on circuit condemning those who worship idols.”6 
 
         -Charles Spurgeon 
 
From 19:4b-6, the Psalmist turns his attention to what is perhaps the supreme display of God’s glory 
in creation from the human perspective—the Sun.  David writes: 
 
Psalm 19:4b-6-“In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his 
chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.  Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its 
circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat.”   
 
Illustration:  Now how many of you have spent an afternoon just looking up at the sky and staring at the 
sun?  None of us has, right?  Why?  Because the Sun shines so brightly that if we looked at it for more 
than a few seconds, it would do irreparable damage to our eyes.  The glory of the sun is blinding.  The 
ancient Egyptians and many other cultures used to worship the sun as a god.  But David’s point in this 
psalm is not that we should worship the sun.  Instead, we should consider that it is our glorious God 
who created the sun.  If the sun is glorious, how much more glorious must be our God?! 

                                                           
6
 Charles Spurgeon, The Treasury of David, vol. 1 (Hendrickson Publishers reprint), 271. 



4 
 

1. Looking at 19:5-6, we see that the Psalmist gives two metaphors for the 
glory of the Sun.  In 19:5, he compares the sun to a bridegroom leaving 
his tent and in 19:6, he pictures it as a strong runner who completes his 
race and is still smiling.   
 

a. But I want us to focus on the first comparison.  In ancient Israel, 
when the wedding day came, the bridegroom would leave his 
tent in order to go to the wedding feast and get his bride (c.f. 
Matthew 25).   

 
Illustration:  Consider the joy and excitement a young man would experience on that day as the time of 
waiting was over and he was finally able to burst forth from his tent and go out to get his bride and 
consummate his marriage.  It is that energy and excitement that the Psalmist equates here to the power 
of the rising of the sun.  It is a beautiful picture of power and joy.   
 
God’s revelation of Himself in creation is glorious!  It is an abundant display of His eternal power and 
Godhead (Rom. 1:20).  But as great as God’s revelation of Himself is in Creation, Psalm 19 tells us that 
there is even a greater revelation of God. 
 

II. God Has Revealed Himself Perfectly in His Word (19:7-11) 
 
Psalm 19:7-11-“The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandments of 
the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the 
LORD are true and righteous altogether.”  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover by them is your servant warned; in 
keeping them there is great reward.”   
 

A.  From verses 7-9 we see six descriptions of the word of God.  These descriptions are 
synonyms.  The Psalmist calls God’s word: 
 

a. The law of the LORD (v.7a) 
b. The testimony of the LORD (v.7b) 
c. The precepts of the LORD (v.8a) 
d. The commandments of the LORD (v.8b) 
e. The fear of the LORD (v.9a) 
f. The rules of the LORD (v.9b) 

   
i. We should notice that these words—law, testimony, precepts, 

commandments, fear, and rules—all speak of God’s word as 
something that is to be obeyed.  God’s word makes demands on its 
readers.  It is the authority.   

 
ii. I also want us to compare God revelation of Himself in His word 

with God’s revelation of Himself in creation.   There is a qualitative 
difference between the two.  God’s special revelation is far more 
personal.  Look with me at 19:1 again.  You see it says, “The 
heaven’s declare the glory of God.”  That word for God there is the 
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Hebrew word EL.  It is the most generic and basic word for God.  
But when you get to verses 19:7-9 you see the Psalmist uses a 
different name for God.  In your English bibles it appears as the 
word LORD with all capital letters.  This is God’s special name 
Yahweh or Jehovah (Hb. ָ֣ה  This is God’s covenant name—the  .(ְיהו 
name He gave Moses to give to the people when they asked who 
had sent him (Exod. 3:14).  The fact that the Psalmist uses the 
covenant name for the Lord in these verses speaks of relationship 
and intimacy.  You see, God’s word is a personal disclosure of God 
to His people.   So as we learn what God’s Law is like, we see what 
God himself is like.  God has united the two. 
 

Psalm 138:2- “…for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.” 
 

iii.  Let’s look a bit closer at verses 19:7-9, going phrase by phrase.  
  

1. 19:7a-“the Law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul”—
“The Law of the Lord is perfect” is where the Psalmist 
begins.  The word for Law here is Torah, but David is not 
limiting the perfection of God’s word to the five books of 
the Moses.  All of God’s word is perfect, blameless, 
without error and fully sufficient to accomplish the 
purposes of God.  God’s word has the power to revive the 
soul--to give spiritual life and strength to the soul.  This 
description teaches us that God’s word doesn’t merely 
inform the mind, it impacts the very soul of man giving 
him spiritual strength to obey God. 

 
Illustration: Contrast the effects of Harry Emerson Fosdick’s liberal Christianity [“Shall the 
Fundamentalists Win?”] and the Southern Baptist Resurgence in the life of Southeastern Theological 
Seminary.  God’s authoritative word gives life; but a Gospel-less Christianity breads death.   
 
Application: Bringing it down to the personal level, this is why we must make reading God’s word a daily 
part of our lives.  As we studied last week in Psalm 23, the Lord is our Shepherd who “revives” our souls 
(23:3a).  But here in Psalm 19:7a, we see one of the ways that God revives our souls is by His perfect 
word.  If you would have strength to live for God, you must feast on God’s word.   
 

2. 19:7b- “the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple”—Here we see that God’s word is the “testimony” of 
Jehovah himself.  This is His solemn declaration of what is 
true.  And God’s word is sure.  It is a better foundation to 
build one’s life on than any other philosophy this world 
can offer. 
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“What a blessing that in a world of uncertainties we have something sure to rest upon!  We hasten from 
the quicksands of human speculations to the terra firma of Divine Revelation.”7 
 
         -Charles Spurgeon 
 

a. And we see what God’s testimony does as well.  It 
makes simple people wise.  Would you be wise in 
this life?  Would you live a life that brings a smile 
to God’s face?  Love, cherish and obey God’s word.    

 
3. 19:8a-“the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 

heart”—God’s word is here called “precepts” or first 
principles.  These are principles to live by.   We are 
accustomed in our culture to think of rules as keeping us 
from having fun.  But God’s precepts are different.  They 
explain who God is, and who we are and how we are to 
live.  God’s precepts show us how to be holy so that we can 
be truly spiritually happy.    
 

“If you will not be holy, God himself cannot make you happy.”                                             

        -Robert Murray M’Cheyne 

4. 19:8b-“the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 
the eyes”—God’s word here is called the “commandment”.  
God’s word is not merely a list of suggestions for how to 
live. God word makes demands on our lives.  God created 
us.  He gives us breath and life.  He is keeping your heart 
beating at this moment.  And God calls us into a 
relationship with him. But that relationship will always be 
on His terms. 
   

a. The good news for us is that these commandments 
allow us to see clearly in a world full of deception.  
The “commandment of the Lord” enlightens our 
spiritual eyes.  The world says that are pleasures 
and joys to be found in pursuing selfish ambition, 
and immorality, and possessions.  But God’s word is 
pure and teaches us to see reality for what it is.  
God’s word tells us that this world is passing away 
and instructs us to lay up treasures in heaven where 
we will live with God forever (Matt. 6:24). 

 
5. 19:9a-“the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever”— 

Isn’t it interesting that the David calls the God’s word the 
fear of the Lord?  What did he have in mind?  God’s word 

                                                           
7
 Charles Spurgeon, The Treasury of David, vol. 1, 272. 
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teaches the believer to have a right reverence, and awe, 
and even fear of God so that he delights in bring a smile to 
God’s face and fears bringing a frown to God’s face. 
 

Hebrews 12:28-29—“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” 
 

a. As we see in 19:9a, such reverence and fear will 
“[endure] forever,” as saints will surround the 
throne through the ages, praising the God who has 
made them clean by the cross of Jesus Christ.   

 
6. 19:9b-“the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous 

altogether”—God’s word is the rule of life and it is true and 
righteous.  It is morally perfect.  God’s word is the Truth 
that casts judgment on all other truth claims.  It is the 
source we go to for the final word in all matters of life and 
godliness. 

 
John 17:17- “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” 
 

B. So we see in 19:7-9 that David has a high view of God’s word.  In 19:11-12, he 
continues to speak of the intrinsic worth of Scripture and the reality that God’s Law 
both warns us and leads us into the path of “reward” and blessing.   

 
Psalm 19:11-12- “More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is 
great reward.”   
 

a. The Psalmist says God’s word is more to be desired than gold, even much 
fine gold, and sweeter than the honeycomb.  This makes sense.  If God’s 
word reveals God’s character and warns us about sin and keeps on the 
path that leads to eternal glory, than it is far more valuable than anything 
this passing world can offer.   

 
Illustration:  So God’s word is valuable.  As you know, Missy and I used to Harlan, KY.  Harlan’s life blood 
has always been coal.  It is really the only industry that has kept the area alive.  Driving around Harlan 
you will see all kinds of signs saying, “Friend of coal” and “If you don’t like coal, turn off your lights.”  
Harlan values coal, and rightly so.  Its economy is based on it.  But imagine if everyone in Harlan went 
around speaking of the worth of coal, but no miners ever went into the mountains to mine it.  Imagine 
if they all proclaimed how much they love coal, but never worked hard to get to it in order to use it?  It 
just sat in the mountain.  You would think that they were foolish, wouldn’t you?  But isn’t that what we 
do with God’s word all too often?  We say, “I’m a friend of the Bible” and “The Bible is God’s Holy 
Word” but all too often we neglect to read and study and cherish it as we should.  Don’t you see how 
foolish that is?  If God’s word is more valuable than gold we need to search its riches.   
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Application:  But perhaps the problem is that even though you have tried to study the Bible, you have 
found that it is hard to do.  Don’t be surprised by this.  Our flesh, our residual fallen nature, hates God’s 
word.  And it will fight against any attempt we make to read it.  Brothers and sisters, this is spiritual 
warfare.  We need to pray for grace to love God’s word more, and then we need to obey God and read 
and study it.  God has told us his word is valuable and sweet.  So let’s believe God and do the hard work 
of mining its treasures.  It might be tough at first, but you will find, that it will become “sweeter than 
honey from the comb” (v.10).  If you need help knowing where to start in studying the Bible talk with me 
or a mature brother or sister in the congregation.   
 
We have seen that God reveals His glory to all mankind in Creation.  And we have seen that God has 
given an even greater revelation of Himself to His people in His word.  Having meditated on these truths, 
the Psalmist now begins to respond to God’s revelation.  He does this by making three requests of God 
in 19:12-14… 
 

III. God’s Revelation of Himself Demands a Response (19:12-14) 
 
Psalm 19:12-14- “Who can discern his errors?  Declare me innocent from hidden faults.  Keep back your 
servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me!  Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression.  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.   
 

A.  In 19:12, in light of the purity and cleanness of God’s Law, the Psalmist cries out 
with the reality that every man is sinful- “Who can discern his errors?”  We fall into 
sin so easily.  In fact, we are so sinful that we often don’t even realize when we are 
sinning.  Every day adds new offenses against God, but often we don’t even realize 
it.  But then the Psalmist says, “Declare me innocent from hidden faults.”  But the 
Psalmist isn’t innocent.  He can’t even discern his errors.  How can God declare 
him innocent? 
 

B. In 19:13, the Psalmist asks God to keep him back from presumptuous sins.  
“Presumptuous sins” are willful, deliberate sins.  They are things we do that we 
know are sinful, but we do them anyway.  The Psalmist was concerned that he 
would be kept from great transgression—serious sins.  He asks Lord to make it so 
that those sins would not have dominion over him.  The Psalmist fears being a slave 
of sin.  But then he says something interesting.  Then he says that he would be 
blameless.  But we know the Psalmist isn’t blameless.  David certainly wasn’t a 
blameless man.  How can God declare him blameless? 

 
C. Finally, in 19:14, the Psalmist says some of the most beautiful words in Scripture, 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”   These are lovely words, but as I 
meditated on this passage, I had to ask myself, how can a sinful man’s words be 
acceptable to a holy God? 
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The Gospel 
 

The answer is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Psalmist has been confronted with the reality of 
the holiness and purity of God’s Law, and in light of that Law, he sees himself as a sinner.  So he asks 
God to declare him innocent of his transgressions.  David knew that the only way he could be acceptable 
to God is if God did not hold his sins against him.  He says so in Psalm 32. 
 
Psalm 32:1-2-“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the 
man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.” 
 
Yes, David is a sinner, just as we are all sinners.  But he understood that God would forgive sinners and 
cover their sins.  He understood that God was his “redeemer.”  Do you see that word at the end of 
verse 14?  Redeemer.  By faith, David trusted that God was his Redeemer!  We know that God 
redeemed His people from their sins by sending his Son, the Lord Jesus, to live the perfect life you and I 
have failed to live.  He died on the cross as a sacrifice, taking the penalty of all the sin of everyone who 
would ever put their trust in Him.  Through his death and resurrection God has purchased a people for 
the sake of his name.  He has a redeemed a people from their sins.  David was looking forward to his 
redemption and putting his faith in it.   
 

Where is your faith this morning?  Are you looking to your ability to be good enough to please 
the completely holy God?  Or have you looked at God’s perfect Law and seen that you have already 
failed the test.  We have all failed the test.  If you realize this, then look to Jesus, the Redeemer.  Ask 
God to forgive you for your sins, and put your trust in Christ alone to be righteous before God.  God will 
treat you as if you lived Jesus’ life.  He will forgive you!  He will save you even now!  This is how you can 
be innocent, and blameless before God (Col. 1:21-22).  Only in this way will the words of your mouth 
and meditation of your heart be acceptable to God.  If you haven’t trusted in Christ, I pray you will do so 
today. 
 
Application: Brother and sisters in Christ, I want to encourage you this morning with the reality that in 
Jesus, you are both INNOCENT and BLAMELESS in the eyes of God.  We know that we all still struggle 
with sin, and yet the testimony of Scripture is that there is no condemnation for you in Christ Jesus 
(Rom. 8:1).  You are free from the penalty of your sin.  And you are free to serve the Lord in holiness 
this week.  You have been saved to serve God with joy!   
 
Conclusion 
 
 In our passage this morning we see that God has revealed Himself through His creation and His 
word.  Much of the joy of the Christian life is growing in the appreciation of the glorious revelation God 
has given of Himself.  God’s word is a treasure for us!  God’s word is perfect and it will guide us through 
this life until we stand before God on the Last Day—made perfect through the blood of Jesus Christ.  
May we treasure God’s word in this coming week! 
 
Let's pray... 


