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CFCW – 08/16/2015 
 

“God’s Sovereign Messiah” 
(Psalm 2) 

 
Introduction 
 
 There are many ways that people and nations in our world seek to attack God.  Some of these 
attacks are open and aggressive.  For instance, the government of North Korea declares that the only 
acceptable religion is “Kim Il-Sung-ism”, the worship of Kim Il-Sung, the deceased political leader.  And 
North Korea backs up this proclamation.  In North Korea, simply saying the words “Jesus” or “God” or 
meeting together as believers are crimes punishable by death.1  Countries like communist China likewise 
continue to persecute Christians.  We have all seen the tragically regular headlines regarding the 
murderous rage of ISIS against Christians, whom they threaten with death for following Jesus.  And we 
are aware of secular groups like the aggressive “new atheists” who claim in an remarkably unqualified 
manner that belief in God is the greatest cause of evil in the world.   
 But some of these attacks on God are more subtle.  The aggressive push against any form of 
religious discourse in the public sphere in our country is one example.  These policies don’t openly deny 
God.  They simply seek to silence religious speech from the public sphere.  Likewise, the Supreme Court 
didn’t directly attack God in its recent ruling regarding ‘Gay Marriage.’  Rather, it attacked God’s 
morality by claiming that that which is sinful is now good.     
 Attacks against God are nothing new.  The hearts of sinful men and women are hostile towards 
God, and as the Lord Jesus taught us in Matthew 12:34, “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks.”  And if man cannot ascend to heaven to dethrone God, he will content himself with speaking 
against God.  That is what we will see in our passage for study this morning—man speaking and raging 
against God.  But as we will also see in our passage, our sovereign God speaks back.   
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are studying Psalm 2.  As we said last week, a psalm is a song of worship.  The 
precise background of Psalm 2 is unknown, but it has been classified by commentators as a ‘Royal Psalm’ 
because it refers to the coronation of the Davidic king (“I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill”; 2:6).  It 
is possible that King David wrote this Psalm for his own coronation.  But as you study this Psalm, you 
realize that this Psalm addresses more than a merely human king.  Psalm 2 finds its ultimate fulfillment 
in the person of Jesus Christ, the Messiah (Hb. ו יח ֹֽ  his Anointed”; 2:1).  For this reason, we should“ ;ְמשִׁ
also think of Psalm 2 as a ‘Messianic Psalm’—a psalm that points us forward to the Person of Jesus 
Christ.   

Most commentators agree that Psalm 1 and Psalm 2 are intended to be read together as a two-
part introduction to the entire book of Psalms.  If Psalm 1 showed us the character and destiny of the 
righteous man describing for us what it means to be “blessed”, Psalm 2 shows us that the Psalms are 
also intended to teach us about the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the source of that “blessing”.  Psalm 2 
divides neatly into four sections of three verses each.  In each section, a different voice is speaking.  
Taken as a whole, Psalm 2 exposes the evil of the human heart which rages against God, declares with 
confidence the final victory of God and His Messiah, and calls men and women to turn from their 
rebellion and to submit to God.   
 

                                                           
1
 See “North Korea” in Operation World, ed. by Jason Mandryk (Colorado Springs: Biblica, 2010), 507-8. 
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MIM: God’s enemies may rage against Him, but God’s Messiah will conquer.   
 
This morning we will study Psalm 2 by looking at four voices found in this Psalm: 
-The voice of God’s Enemies (2:1-3) 
-The voice of God the Father (2:4-6) 
-The voice of God the Son (2:7-9) 
-The voice of the Psalmist (2:10-12) 
 

I. The Voice of God’s enemies (2:1-3) 
 
Psalm 2:1-3- “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 
  

A. Looking at 2:1, you see the Psalmist asks, “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in 
vain?”  In 2:1, the Hebrew word translated “rage” (Hb. ּו  refers to being “restless” or to (ָרְגשׁ֣
“being in turmoil”.  The Hebrew word translated “plot” (Hb. ֶיְהּגּו) really refers to “empty or 
vain muttering”.  So the nations are in an uproar, in a commotion.  And looking at 2:2, you 
see that all this “raging” and “plotting” is against the “Lord and against his Anointed.”   
We know that the Lord is God, but who is this “Anointed” one?  In the context of this Psalm, 
it is safe to say that God’s “Anointed” refers the king of Israel, who was anointed with oil 
on the day of his coronation.   
 

B. But the word “Anointed” here doesn’t refer to a merely human king.  The Hebrew word is 
meshiach (Hb. ִׁשָמ חי  ַ ), from which we get the English word “Messiah”.  Now King David faced 
the assaults of the nations before and even after he became king of Israel.  But as we study 
this passage further, we will see that this Psalm isn’t ultimately speaking of David.  This 
Psalm points past David and any other earthly king to the Great King, the Messiah.  Both 
the ESV and the NASB capitalize the word “Anointed” to make this point.  This Psalm is 
ultimately about the raging of the nations against God and against His divine King—Jesus 
Christ.   
 

C. In 2:2, these “rulers” of the nations are said to “take counsel together.”  They are preparing 
for battle.2  So get the picture:  In 2:1-2, you have the nations and the peoples of the world 
being led by their rulers in a desperate “raging” and “plotting” against God and against His 
Messiah.  They are up-in-arms.  But what is their objective? 
 

D. In 2:3, we see the objective—“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 
us.”  The nations and peoples of the world, led by their kings are in a desperate struggle to 
cast off the rule of God.  They want to be free from what they consider God’s oppressive 
“bonds”.   And they want to free themselves from God’s purposes in the world through His 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, so that they can live the way they want to live.  Ever since the Garden 
of Eden the heart of sinful men and women has been to live the way they want to live as 
opposed to the way God has commanded them to live.  Man has always wanted to 
determine for himself what is good and what is evil. 

                                                           
2
 Rolf A. Jacobson, The Book of Psalms in NICOT (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 2014), 66. 
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“We have, in these first three verses, a description of the hatred of human nature against the Christ of 
God.”3  
 
         -Charles Spurgeon 
   
Illustration: The ultimate expression of this kind of raging and plotting against God occurred at Calvary 
when Jesus was crucified.  In Acts 4:24-27, the apostles, after being beaten by the Jewish officials for 
preaching about Jesus, quote Psalm 2:1-2 in their prayer to God: 
 
Acts 4:24-27- “And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, 
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of 
our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “ ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot 
in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the 
Lord and against his Anointed’— 27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.” 
 
The apostles in the early church recognized that the crucifixion of Jesus Christ was a picture of the 
hatred of man against God seen in Psalm 2:1-2.  Pontius Pilate and King Herod and all the people 
opposed God and His Messiah at the cross.  The cross shows us the hatred of the sinful human heart 
for God.  Only one time in History has Man had God in his grip and Man murdered Him.    
 
Illustration:  And this hatred of God characterizes our own day as well.  What does this raging against 
God and against Jesus look like?  Well, we already discussed some of this in the introduction when we 
spoke of countries that persecute Christians and the rulings of our own Supreme Court against Biblical 
morality.  But we need to realize that raging against God happens on the individual level as well.   

In our day, it looks like the aggressive atheist college professors who work hard to overthrow 
the faith of the young Christian college students in their classrooms.  It looks like the myriad of anti-God 
philosophies and false religions that are being proclaimed in the world.  It looks people, particularly the 
younger generations, who are abandoning God’s standards of morality for the world’s.  Men and women 
continue to seek to overthrow God so that they can live how they please. 
 
Application:  Psalm 2:1-3 is a picture of the heart of sinful Man.  The fallen heart hates God and desires 
to overthrow His rule.  So let me ask you, how do you respond to God’s rule in your life?   How do you 
respond to God’s commands in the Bible?  Do you delight in God’s commands, or do you sort of chafe 
against them?   
 
“To a graceless neck the yoke of Christ is intolerable, but to the saved sinner it is easy and light.  We may 
judge ourselves by this, do we love that yoke, or do we wish to cast it from us?”4  
 

-Charles Spurgeon 
 

                                                           
3
 Charles Spurgeon, The Treasury of David, vol. 1 (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers), 10. 

 
4
 Ibid., 11. 
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In 2:1-3, we see the raging of the nations and peoples against God.  The voice of God’s enemies is 
commotion and restlessness.  But just like the foaming of the sea that quickly dissipates and leaves no 
trace behind, so all the plotting and raging of the peoples against God is impotent—just “sound and 
fury signifying nothing.”5  That is what we see when we listen to the voice of God in 2:4-6.    
 

II. The Voice of God the Father (2:4-6) 
 
Hebrews 2:4-6- “He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5 Then he will speak 
to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my 
holy hill.” 
 

A. “He who sits in the heavens laughs.”  In 2:4, we see the only place in the entire Bible 
where God is said to laugh.6 And it is not a joyful laugh.  It is a mocking laugh—“the 
Lord holds them in derision” (2:4b).  Looking at all the bluster of the “nations” and 
“peoples” God is absolutely unmoved.  He is not anxious or intimidated.  Why?  
Because while man is raging on earth, God is sitting sovereignly “in the heavens.”  Man 
cannot get at God.  Man cannot wound God or thwart God’s purposes in history.   

 
Illustration: Friends, a tiny ant in a sealed glass jar, buried in a cave in China has a FAR greater chance of 
biting you this morning than sinful men and women have of storming heaven and dethroning God.   
 

B. But then in 2:5, God doesn’t only laugh, He also speaks and it is clear that He speaks to 
sinful men and women “in his wrath.”  God’s plans are determined and they calculated 
to terrify those who opposed Him.  And what is God’s great plan?  “As for me, I have 
set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”   

 
Illustration: The plotting of King Saul and the threats of the Philistines could not stop God’s purpose in 
setting King David on the throne of Israel in Jerusalem.  In the same way, no human enemy will be able 
to thwart God’s great purpose in history to set King Jesus on the throne of “Zion” (which is another 
name for Jerusalem).  God’s plan is to establish an unshakeable and eternal Kingdom with King Jesus 
on the throne.  And when King Jesus reigns in His fullness on the earth, His enemies will be defeated 
forever.   
 
Illustration: So let’s think about it.  The evil laws of nations like North Korea, the beheadings of ISIS, and 
the bombings of Boko Haram cannot defeat God’s purposes.  God has set Jesus on the throne!  The 
false teaching of world religions and innumerable cults, the immoral indoctrination of children in 
schools, and the spread of moral relativism cannot defeat God’s purposes.  God has set Jesus on the 
throne!  The rulings of the United States Supreme Court, the election of ungodly politicians and 
presidents, and the slow but steady return to paganism we are witnessing in our country will not be able 
to stop God’s purposes! This morning God declares in triumph, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, 
my holy Hill” (2:6)   
 
 
 

                                                           
5
 From MacBeth, Act V, scene V. 

6
 James Boice, Psalms, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), 24.   
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Application: Brothers and sisters, we may read headlines and be tempted to be discouraged about the 
cause of God in the world.  But we don’t have to be discouraged.  Where is King Jesus today?  He is 
reigning in heaven right now!  He is at the right hand of the majesty on high right now!  The enemies of 
Jesus crucified Him, but they did not defeat God’s purpose, did they?  No! 
 
Acts 4:27-28- “For truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom 
you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do 
whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.” 
   
At the cross, Jesus seemed to be weak.  It looked like Satan had thwarted God’s plan.  But the cross 
was the very centerpiece of God’s master plan to have Jesus exalted to the highest place of glory.  No 
matter, what sinful men and women may try to do, God’s purposes will succeed.  That gives us great 
confidence. 
 
Encouragement to believers:  Now, brothers and sisters, we should take great encouragement this 
morning.  Look at this picture of God:  God is Majestic!  Unassailable!  He “sits in the heavens.”  His 
enemies cannot defeat Him.  They cannot even reach Him!  And, in Christ, this God is your God!  Friend, 
do you realize that God’s plan for you is that you will be with Him forever in heaven.  It doesn’t matter 
what happens to you in this life.  It doesn’t matter what illness or loss you face.  It doesn’t matter what 
men and women may say or do to you.  You can have complete confidence this morning because God is 
your God.  I think that is what Paul was getting at in Romans 8:31-39, which Kris read for us this 
morning. 
 
Romans 8:31- “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?”  
 
Beloved, in 2:4-6, God the Father speaks saying that His purposes in Jesus Christ will prevail.  But in 
this the Psalm Jesus Christ, God the Son, also speaks… 
 

III. The Voice of God the Son (2:7-9) 
 
Psalm 2:7-9- “I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 9 You 
shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”  
 

A. In 2:4-6, God silenced the “raging” of the wicked by declaring His plan to establish Jesus as 
King forever.  But in 2:7-9, the voice changes again and now we hear from the “Lord’s 
anointed”—the Messiah.  And the Messiah speaks of God’s decree: “I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD (Yahweh; Jehovah) said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you” 
(2:7).  Who is the Messiah?  Again, the Messiah is Jesus Christ.  
 

B. How do we know this is Jesus speaking in 2:7-9?  Let me give you two reasons: 
 

a. First, we can be sure that this is Jesus Christ speaking because this is the way God 
the Father speaks of Jesus in the NT.  Here the Messiah says that the LORD said to 
HIM: “You are my Son”.  At two points in Jesus’ ministry, God the Father opens 
heaven and speaks of the Jesus in this way.   
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The Father speaks of Jesus as His Son at Jesus’ baptism. 
 
Matthew 3:17b- “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 
And the Father speaks of Jesus as His Son at Jesus’ transfiguration. 
 
Mark 9:7- “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.”   

 
b. Second, we can sure that this is Jesus Christ because 2:7b is a prophecy of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is tempting to look at the 2:7b “today I have 
begotten you” and speak of the Trinity and how from eternity past God the Son was 
begotten of God the Father.  We embrace the truth that the Son of God was 
eternally begotten of the Father.  But I don’t think that is the focus of this verse.   
 

i. When you look at the NT, the Apostle Paul quotes this verse in a different 
context.  Paul quotes this verse when he is preaching the Gospel to Jews of 
Antioch in Psidia in Acts 13.  When he gets to the Resurrection Paul says 
this: 

 
Acts 13:32-33- “And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has 
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, “ ‘You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you.’” 
 

ii. The Resurrection is the fulfillment of the words of Psalm 2:7b- “Today I have 
begotten you.”7  The resurrection is the great demonstration that Jesus is 
the Son of God (Rom. 1:4). 
  

C. And what does God say to Jesus the Messiah?  We see that in 2:8-9, “Ask of me, and I will 
make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.”  It was the 
custom of great Kings to offer to grant the requests of those they favored. For instance, in 
the OT book of Esther, Ahasuerus the King of Persia offered Esther up to half his kingdom 
(Esther 5:6).  God is a great King!  And in 2:8, He offers the world—all the “nations” to 
Jesus the Messiah.   Again, we see that God’s decree is that Jesus Christ should be Lord of all 
nations! 
 

D. And what is Jesus going to do with the nations?  Jesus is going to judge the nations.  “You 
shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potters vessel” (2:9).  
Friends, this is a promise of judgment against those who reject God and Jesus the Messiah.  
The imagery of a smashed pot is vivid.         

 
Illustration:  You might be able to glue a clay pot back together if it falls and gets a few cracks.  But if you 
intentionally take a clay pot and smash into the ground, there is no restoring the pot—It is a picture of 
total destruction.  And that is the image in view here.  The Day is coming when Jesus is going to come 
back and judge the nations.  He will smash those on earth who have opposed Him (cf. Rom. 19:11-21). 
   

                                                           
7
 See the discussion in James Montgomery Boice, Psalms, vol. 1, 25. 
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E. The reality that Jesus is coming in judgement is sobering.  But Jesus’ ultimate victory over 
those who oppose Him in this life has great significance for believers.  Imagine how this 
truth encourages our brothers and sisters in places like North Korea, Syria, and Nigeria 
where their enemies are currently persecuting them to death.  Even though they are 
suffering, they know that Jesus is going to win! Even though they are suffering, they know 
that Justice will ultimately prevail in the universe.   

 
Illustration:  In battle, if soldiers have confidence that they will be victorious, they are strengthened to 
bear the burden of the victory with calm resolution.  Brothers and sisters, in light of what Jesus declares 
in 2:7-9, we have ABSOLUTE assurance that, in Him, we will be victorious.   
 
Application:  So church, let me encourage you once again.  I am not sure what you are struggling with 
this morning.  I don’t know what pressures you are personally facing at work or in your home.  But in 
light of our Psalm this morning, I do know that King Jesus is going to be victorious.  And if you are His, 
you are going to share that victory.  So whatever burdens Jesus permits in our lives, we need to view 
those difficulties in proper relationship to the ultimate victory that has already been won by Jesus at 
the cross and the final victory that will be ours when Christ returns and sets up His Kingdom.  
Christians, we can live confidently for Jesus in this world—Jesus wins!! 
 
Application:  Let me also encourage you to be sharing this truth with others.  Part of our task in 
evangelism is to warn others of coming judgment.  We have the sweet privilege of telling others the 
Good News that Jesus died for sinners and will receive all who come to Him by faith.  We get to tell our 
lost friends, co-workers, and family members that God will forgive their sins and receive them.  But we 
must also warn them about the bad news, that Jesus is going to judge those who reject Him.  A person 
must realize he is sick before he will seek a physician.  And a man or woman must be convinced that he 
or she is under God’s wrath before they will flee the wrath to come.  
 
And warning others is precisely what we see the Psalmist do in 2:10-12.  Let’s listen to the fourth 
voice—the voice of the Psalmist… 
   

IV. The Voice of the Psalmist (2:10-12) 
 
Psalm 2:10-12- “Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with 
fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his 
wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” 
 

A. In 2:10, the voice changes once again and the Psalmist begins to speak.  He is wrapping up 
the argument of this Psalm by addressing those kings and rulers who are fomenting a 
rebellion against God.  What should these rebellious kings and rulers do?  The Psalmist 
gives five simple commands: 
 

a. “Now therefore, O kings, be wise” (2:10a)- In other words, live in light of the reality 
of who God is and seek to be pleasing to Him. 
 

b. “be warned, O rulers of the earth” (2:10b)-  God is a wrathful and judgment is 
coming.  Be aware that your rebellion against God is going to be crushed.   
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c. “Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling” (2:11)- Even though we don’t 
think of trembling and rejoicing as going together—there is hope in this command.  
The Psalmist still wants these rebellious kings to know that there is a way to be in a 
right relationship with God.  They don’t have to be destroyed by His wrath.  They 
can instead serve God with a godly fear.  They can experience both joy and 
trembling in the presence of God.  “Joy” because God is your God.  “Trembling” 
because God is the Lord Most High. 

 
d. “Kiss the Son, lest He be angry with you, and you perish in the way” (2:12)- In 

ancient times, kissing the feet of the king or the ground in front of the king was a 
means of showing submission.8  And that is the point.  These kings must submit to 
God’s rightful rule if they would enter into a right relationship with God.  But if they 
will now, they will certainly “perish.” 

   
Then the Psalmist concludes the Psalm with a benediction, “Blessed are those who take refuge in 
him.” 
 
And so, according to the Psalmist, there is a way to take refuge in God, even though these kings had 
been fomenting rebellion against them.  Now, how can a just God offer refuge and blessing to His 
enemies—to traitors who were seeking to cast off His good rule?  That takes us to the Gospel.   
 
The Gospel 
 
 The wonderful truth of Christianity is that even though God is great in power and seated “in the 
heavens,” He loves mankind.  All of mankind has rebelled against God.  Each of us has turned away from 
God.  We have sinned.  Instead of loving and serving God, we have served ourselves.  And according to 
the Bible, our rebellion against God deserves death.  We should be separated from God forever.  We 
should perish “in the way.”   

But God made a way of salvation!  Jesus, the one who will one day judge the nations in His 
quickly-kindled wrath, this same Jesus came to earth as a Servant in order to save sinners from their 
sins.  Jesus lived a perfect life (recorded for us in the Gospels) in the places of sinners so that we could 
be counted righteous in God’s eyes.  Then Jesus died on the cross in the place of sinful men and women.  
Jesus died the death that our sins deserved.  He bore the wrath of God in the place of every man and 
women who would ever turn from their sins and trust in Him.  Jesus died.  But then three days later, 
Jesus rose from the dead!  Now King Jesus sits at God’s right hand and extends the offer of salvation to 
everyone.  Whoever will turn from their sins and rebellion and trust in Him for salvation will be saved.  
They will be forgiven for all their sins, and they will be shield from the day of wrath when Jesus comes 
again to judge the nations.   
 
Application: Friend, where are you this morning?  Are you still in rebellion against God?  Are you still 
chafing against God’s Laws?  Or have you kissed the Son?  Have you bowed the knee to king Jesus and 
asked Him to forgive you for your sins.  If you haven’t trusted in Jesus for salvation, you can do that even 
now!  Take refuge in Him!  Those who take refuge in Jesus are eternally “blessed.” 
 
 
 

                                                           
8
 Rolf A. Jacobson, The Book of Psalms, 70. 
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Conclusion 
 
 Psalm 2 is a weighty Psalm that presents the folly of rebellion against God.  Many nations and 
peoples are “raging” and “plotting” against God in our day.  But their rebellion will come to an end.  
Psalm 2 teaches us that judgment that will come upon those who reject God and Jesus.  But this Psalm 
also offers hope.  It offers “blessing” through the cross of Jesus Christ.  Those of us who are Christians 
this morning know this blessing.  May God use us, and may God use our church, to bring many into this 
same experience of blessing in Jesus!   
 
Let’s pray…   
 
          

 
 


