
1 
 

CFCW – 07/26/2015 
 

“Parables of the Kingdom – Part 2” 
(Matthew 13:24-52) 

 
Introduction 
 
 In his poem, “The Ballad of East and West,” Rudyard Kipling once famously wrote, “The East is 
the East and the West is the West and never the twain shall meet.”1  By this Kipling meant that people 
born in the East (Asia) and people born in the West (Europe and America) value aspects of this world 
differently.  Perhaps the clearest example is the matter of time.  Generally speaking, people from the 
West value time and keeping a schedule highly.  Westerners tend to value time more than people and 
relationships.  But in the East, time is not as significant.  Easterners tend to value relationships more. 

This reality became crystal clear to Missy and me when we lived in Turkey.  On one occasion, 
some local friends invited us over to their home for dinner.  As I remember it, we arrived at their home 
around 6 pm and were expecting dinner.  But dinner wasn’t served until 11 pm!  Instead, we sat around, 
drank tea, talked to one another, and watched Turkish television for five hours.  Our hosts were 
apparently in no particular hurry to eat dinner.  They were happy just spending time together.  But by 11 
pm, I was pretty hungry and Kate, who was just an infant at the time, was pretty fussy!  I think I was 
getting fussy too!        
 Here’s the point I want to make from this story: In this life, we sacrifice for what we value.  
While we were in Turkey, we learned that Turkish people would gladly sacrifice time to be with us 
because they valued the relationship.  And because we understood that our friends were made in the 
image of God and valuable to God, we willingly waited for dinner so that we could be with them.   
 This morning, as we study God’s word, we are going to learn about what is truly valuable.  
Jesus will teach us about the value of the “kingdom of heaven.”  We will see that the “kingdom of 
heaven” is so valuable that it is worth sacrificing everything in this life to possess it.   
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are continuing our study of Jesus’ parables in Matthew 13.  Last week, we 
studied two of the six ‘Parables of the Kingdom’ found in this chapter (‘Parable of the Weeds’ and 
‘Parable of the Net’).  Both parables emphasized the solemn reality that a great and final Day of 
Judgment is coming.  On that day, those who belong to the “kingdom of heaven” will enter eternal 
glory, but those who are outside the “kingdom of heaven” will experience eternal loss in a place of 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” (13:42, 50)   
 This morning we are going to look at the other four parables of the kingdom found in this 
section (ESV titles; ‘Parable of the Mustard Seed’, ‘Parable of the Leaven’, ‘Parable of the Hidden 
Treasure’, and the ‘Parable of the Pearl of Great Value’) and learn what they have to teach us about 
God’s Kingdom.  My prayer as we study God’s word together this morning is that God would give us 
wisdom so that we would forsake this world for better treasure!   
 
MIM: The Kingdom of Heaven is both increasing and valuable. 
 
 

                                                           
1
 From Rudyard Kipling’s “The Ballad of East and West” accessed online at 

http://www.bartleby.com/246/1129.html on 07/22/2015. 
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This morning we will learn two realities about the “kingdom of heaven”: 
-The Kingdom of Heaven is Increasing 
-The Kingdom of Heaven is Valuable 
 
Jesus’ use of Parables 
 
 But before we look at these four parables this morning, I want us to remember what Jesus is 
doing in His use of parables.  Look with me at 13:34-35. 
 
Matthew 13:34-35—“All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to 
them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in 
parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 
 

In 13:34, Matthew makes the point that it was Jesus continual practice to use parables when He 
spoke to the crowds.  And as we have studied this chapter, we have noted that parables have a dual 
function.  Parables hide God’s truth from the unbelieving, but they reveal God’s truth to those who 
put their faith in Jesus.   

But in 13:35, you see that Jesus’ use of parables was significant in another way as well.  Jesus’ 
use of parables was the fulfillment of OT prophecy.  In 13:35, Matthew quotes Psalm 78:2 where Asaph 
declared that he would open his “mouth in parables.”  And in Psalm 78, Asaph went on to recount 
Israel’s history and interpreted God’s saving acts in history so that people learned more about God.  The 
point Matthew is making is just as Asaph’s Psalm revealed truth about God’s saving acts in Israel’s 
history, so Jesus’ parables in the NT revealed truth about God and how God would act to save His 
people.2       
 
Let’s look at the first two parables… 
 

I. The Kingdom of Heaven is Increasing (13:31-35) 
 
Matthew 13:31-35- “He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain 
of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has 
grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that 
a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”   
 

A. Looking at these first two parables (‘Parable of the Mustard Seed’ and ‘Parable of the 
Leaven’), Jesus is highlighting the reality that the “kingdom of heaven” is INCREASING.  The 
‘Parable of the Mustard Seed’ teaches us that the ‘kingdom of heaven’ is increasing in 
SIZE, while the ‘Parable of the Leaven’ emphasizes that the ‘kingdom of heaven’ is 
increasing in IMPACT.   

 
a. In 13:31, Jesus compares the ‘kingdom of heaven’ to a mustard seed which a man 

took and sowed in his field.  Jesus says that even though the mustard seed is the 
“smallest of all seeds…when it is grown it is larger than all the garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in it its branches.”   

                                                           
2
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The mustard seed is very small.  One person calculated that if you weighed out one 
gram of mustard seeds and counted the individuals seeds, you would find more 
than 700 individual seeds.3  But while the mustard seed was the smallest of the 
seeds that were commonly used in Palestine in Jesus’ day, they grow to be the 
largest of the garden herbs and really do become like a tree.  Mustard trees 
commonly grow to be twenty feet tall.4 

 
b. The point Jesus is making is that just as the mustard seed begins very small, but 

ultimately becomes the largest of the garden plants, so the beginning of the 
“kingdom of heaven” would be small but it would grow and grow until it became 
exceedingly large and vast and glorious.  The in-breaking of the “kingdom of 
heaven” may have begun with the preaching of just two men—John the Baptist and 
Jesus—but its impact would be worldwide.  The Kingdom of Heaven would increase 
in size as more and more people turned from their sins and trusted in Jesus.     

 
Illustration:  Jesus’ words have been fulfilled and are being fulfilled in history.    We tend to focus on 
the decline of Christianity in America and Europe, but when you look at 20th century history, the Church 
has expanded in unparalleled ways in South America, Africa, Asia, and even the 10-40 windows.  But 
keep this in mind as well—no one who enters the “kingdom of heaven”, no one who is truly saved, is 
ever lost.  And year after year, more and more people are being saved.  For the past 2,000 years, the 
“kingdom of heaven” has been increasing and it will continue to increase until all of God’s elect are 
saved and Jesus returns.   The “gates of Hell” will not prevail against the Church (Matt. 16:18). 
  
Application:  Be encouraged, church!  God’s plan has always been to gather a people for the sake of His 
name from every people group of the earth and God will not fail! In Revelation, the Apostle John gives 
us a glorious vision of what that will be like. 
 
Revelation 7:9-10- “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
 
Application: Now what makes me excited for our church is the opportunity we have to participate in 
seeing the “kingdom of heaven” expand in size in the world.  We have the opportunity of reaching our 
lost family members, neighbors, and co-workers with the Gospel.  Right now, we are supporting the 
work of missions through giving 10% of our budget to the cooperative program of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.  And we are getting ready to send out our first missionaries, with Stuart and Beth leaving 
for Hungary in a few weeks.  May God use our church for His glory among the nations in ways that are 
completely disproportionate to whom we are!     
 
So the ‘Parable of the Mustard Seed’ teaches us that God’s plan is that the “kingdom of heaven” will 
increase in SIZE until Jesus returns, but looking at the ‘Parable of the Leaven’ we see that the 

                                                           
3
 C.H. Hunzinger, cited in R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew in NICNT (Grand Rapids: William B 

Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 2007), 527.  
 
4
 Cited from http://www.gardenguides.com/124943-mustard-tree.html on 07/23/2015. 
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“kingdom of heaven” will also increase in IMPACT throughout history.  Let’s look at that parable 
together… 
 

B. ‘Parable of the Leaven’—In 13:33, Jesus says, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”  When we hear 
“leaven” we think of yeast which makes bread rise.  The way women in Jesus’ day 
“leavened’ dough was by taking a small piece of old leavened dough and putting it in the 
new dough they were making.  The “leaven” in the old dough would make the new dough 
rise.  Now the thing to notice about this parable is how much dough the woman is making.  
The ESV’s “three measures” (13:33) isn’t particularly helpful.  The NIV’s translation of this 
verse gets the idea across better: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”  

Commentators have pointed out that this much flour might make enough bread for 100-150 
people.5   
 

a. So the point Jesus is making is clear.  Just as the small amount of yeast ultimately 
leavened the large amount of dough, so the “kingdom of heaven” would begin 
small but have great IMPACT.   

 
What this parable doesn’t mean:  Now I want to make myself clear here.  I do not think we should read 
the ‘Parable of the Leaven’ and understand Jesus to be saying that the Church is going to somehow so 
influence the world for Jesus so that slowly but surely everyone will become Christians.  No.  We saw 
last week in the ‘Parable of the Weeds” and the ‘Parable of the Net’ that until the very end of this age, 
this world will contain both those who belong to the “kingdom of heaven” and those who don’t.  We do 
NOT expect the Church to bring in the fullness of the kingdom now.  We do NOT expect the Church to 
redeem the cultures of the world.  Only Jesus can do these things, and He will do them fully when He 
returns.   
 
So what does this parable mean?  Jesus means that the Church will certainly have an impact in the 
world and that impact will be increasing and worldwide—the yeast leavened the dough till it “was all 
leavened” (13:33).    
 
Illustration:  Christianity has had an undeniable impact on this world as it spread from a lonely corner of 
the Roman Empire to every corner of the globe today.  And as it has spread… 
 

1. Christianity has improved society.  Thousands of universities, schools, hospitals, 
orphanages and other practical ministries that have been birthed by the Church throughout 
history.  Dr. Dinesh Panjwani who was with us just recently is great example of this.  Dr. 
Panjwani and his wife, Shannon, work together in a hospital and orphanage reaching the 
poorest of the poor in NW India.   
 

2. Christianity has impacted culture.  Countless great works of literature, art, and music that 
have been produced in praise of Jesus, enriching our lives in this world 
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3. Most importantly, Christianity has rescued the lost.  Above all, think of the hundreds of 
millions of men, women, boys and girls who have been rescued from ETERNAL suffering 
through the spread of the Gospel over the last twenty centuries.   

 
The “kingdom of heaven” has had a great impact and it will continue to have a worldwide impact until 
Jesus returns.   
 
Application:  There is a word for our church here as well.  Those of us who follow Jesus are a part of 
the “kingdom of heaven.”  And just as yeast spreads and affects the dough, so Jesus expects us to 
affect the world around us.  He does want us to have a positive impact on our community and the 
nations.  Jesus doesn’t want us to hide our light under a basket.  So church, what are we doing to 
make this world better?  There are so many needs and so many ways we could engage with our 
community.  But think about headlines in recent days and the appalling revelations about Planned 
Parenthood.  It is good and right for our church and for Christians everywhere to denounce any 
organization that murders babies and sells body parts.  But can we do more?  Can we make positive 
impact in our community through, for instance, Care Net Crisis Pregnancy Center?  What can we do to 
help those who are considering an abortion choose life?  What can we do to introduce these women to 
Jesus, the Author of Life? 
 
Application: Christ Fellowship, King Jesus does want our church to make a positive impact in our 
community and the world.  Pray that God will give our church leadership wisdom to know what that 
should look like! 
   
So, in our passage we see that the “kingdom of heaven” is increasing, but we also see… 
 

II. The Kingdom of Heaven is Valuable (13:44-46) 
 
Matthew 13:44-46- “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went 
and sold all that he had and bought it.” 
 

A. In 13:44, Jesus gives the ‘Parable of the Hidden Treasure’ and in 13:45-46, Jesus gives the 
‘Parable of the Pearl of Great Value.”  Looking at these two parables together you see that 
they make the same main point—the “kingdom of heaven” is VALUABLE.   
 

a. ‘The Parable of the Hidden Treasure’ – In 13:44, Jesus compares the ‘kingdom of 
heaven’ to a treasure that has been buried in a field.  When a man happens to 
stumble upon the treasure and realizes what it is, he quickly covers the treasure 
back up and “in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”  
  

b. The point Jesus is making in the parable is that the one who truly discovers the 
surpassing value of possessing the ‘kingdom of heaven”—of belonging to Jesus—
will JOYFULLY sacrifice everything to follow Jesus.   

 
This is the point of the ‘Parable of the Pearl of Great Value’ as well: 
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c. So, looking at 13:45-46, we see Jesus describes the ‘kingdom of heaven’ as being 
similar to the situation of a merchant who is looking for pearls.  The word for 
‘merchant’ here refers to a wholesale dealer who would buy and resale 
merchandise.  In the ancient world, pearls were highly valued and were often 
bought as investments.6  The ‘merchant’ in Jesus’ parable found one pearl of “great 
value” and sold all he had to buy it.  When the ‘merchant’ recognized the value of 
the pearl, no cost was too high.    

 
Leon Morris summarizes Jesus’ point in these two parables nicely: 
 
“No cost is too great when it is a matter of gaining the kingdom.  The sacrifice of all that a man has is not 
too much.”7 
 
Philippians 3:7-8- “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.”   
        
There is much we could say about these two parables, but I want us to focus our attention on three 
realities we learn from this passage.   
 

1. We learn that the ‘kingdom of heaven’ is SUPREMELY valuable.  It is better to possess Jesus 
and to be an heir of heaven than to be king of the world.     

 
Illustration: I recently watched a documentary of some of the great businessmen of the Industrial Era in 
America.  Cornelius Vanderbilt built a vast empire through trains.  John D. Rockefeller built his empire 
through oil, Andrew Carnegie through steel, J.P. Morgan through banking and electricity.  These men 
fought and clawed their way to the very top.  But then what?  They grew old and died and left their 
money to others.  Their treasure was a vapor.  But having a relationship with God through Jesus is 
eternally valuable.   
 
Question:  Why is Jesus so valuable?  This is such an important question because it takes us right to the 
heart of the Gospel.  Jesus is so valuable because… 
 

 Jesus is the eternal Son of God. 
 

 Jesus rescues us from the penalty of our sins.  
 

 Jesus breaks the power of sin in our lives and produces a deep joy and freedom. 
 

 Jesus restores us to a right relationship with God. 
 

 Jesus gives us His Holy Spirit to convict us of sin, teach us how to live in way that pleases God 
and satisfies us, and He assure us of God’s love and care for us. 

 

                                                           
6
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (),  

 
7
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 360. 
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 Jesus never forsakes us in this life but walks with us through every trial. 
 

 Jesus enables us to TRULY enjoy the beauty of a sunrise and to delight in friendships in this life.  
 
Illustration: It is one thing to look at the sunrise and think it is a cosmic accident.  It is a much richer and 
fuller experience to realize that, in Christ, each sunrise you witness is another expression of your 
Heavenly Father’s love for you and for His world.   
 

 Jesus enables us to laugh over gains and mourn over losses with the knowledge that He 
overrules all for good. 
 

 And, Jesus brings us to Heaven where we will spend all eternity with God.  
 
The Gospel 
 
 The Good News of Christianity is summed up in the Person of Jesus Christ.  The Bible teaches 
that God made us to love and serve Him, but we have all served ourselves.  We were all born sinners, 
separated from God.  And because we are sinners we have sinned against God over and over again.  We 
use the abilities and opportunities that God has given us in this life, not to glorify God, but to satisfy 
ourselves.  Our sin deserved God’s righteous wrath.  But in great love, God sent Jesus to do for us what 
we could not do.  Jesus lived a perfect life.  Jesus loved God with all His heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
But then Jesus died a horrible and violent death on the cross at the hands of sinful men.  Jesus did not 
need to do this.  God was not required to provide a way of salvation.  But because of His great love, God 
sent His Son Jesus to redeem sinners.  Because of His great love, Jesus willingly gave Himself up as a 
sacrifice in behalf of His people.  Jesus died on the cross bearing the wrath of God against the sins of all 
who would ever turn from their sins and trust in Him.  Then Jesus rose from the dead showing that God 
had accepted His perfect sacrifice.   

Now here is amazing news of the Gospel!  God offers full and free forgiveness to whoever will 
turn from their sins and trust in Jesus alone for salvation.  So if you will turn from your sins and trust in 
Jesus for salvation this morning, all of your sins—past, present, and future—will be forgiven.  But the 
salvation that Jesus offers is more than just forgiveness of sins.  Those who receive Jesus as Savior and 
Lord become a part of the family of God.  They have a real relationship with God in this life.  And they 
have the promise of a perfect life with God in heaven.  All of that has been given to us in Jesus—Jesus is 
the ‘Pearl of great value.’  If you haven’t put your trust in Jesus, I would urge you to do so today.  I would 
love to talk to you afterwards if you have questions about that.   
 
Application: Christian brother or sister, are you rightly valuing the “kingdom of heaven”?  Are you rightly 
valuing your relationship with God?  Even though all we have said about Jesus is true, it is very possible 
to be a Christian who undervalues his or her relationship with Jesus and with other believers? 
 

 Do you value sleep more than waking up to start your day with God through His word and 
prayer?  
 

 Do you value the good opinions of your co-workers over their need to hear the gospel?  
   

 Do you value your own comfort over making sacrifices to serve the needs of the church?  Do you 
only serve in the church in the ways you WANT to serve?   
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 Does it seem inconvenient and unnecessary to meet up with another brother or sister in order 
to help them follow Jesus? 

 

 Is it becoming easier and easier to miss church on a Sunday morning? 
 

 Is that one particular sin becoming easier and easier to commit, even though it dishonors and 
saddens God? 

 
Friend, don’t undervalue Jesus.  Jesus is your Savior!  Jesus is supremely valuable!  Live for Him!   
 

2. We learn why so many do NOT follow Jesus.  When the man in the field discovered the value of 
the treasure, he sold all he had to purchase the field.  Imagine what his friends and relatives 
who didn’t know about the treasure must have thought.  They would have wondered why he 
was so determined to buy that field.  Because they didn’t realize the treasure was there, the 
field would not have looked valuable to them and so they wouldn’t have bought it.   
   

a. And this explains the trouble with so many people who hear the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, but never follow Jesus.  Why not?  Because they are not convinced that 
following Jesus is worth it.  This happens to so many children who are raised in 
Christian homes and go off to college and fall away from the Faith.  Why have they gone 
after the world?  Because they were never convinced that Jesus was worth it.  They did 
not have spiritual eyes to see Jesus for what He is—the Pearl of Great Value—and so 
they went after the world instead.    
 

Application: Young people, let me speak to you this morning.  Are you a Christian?  Have you turned 
from your sins?  Have you decided that you will follow Jesus?   If not, why not?  Is it possible that you 
have not followed Jesus because you don’t think He is worth it?  Is it possible that you have not 
followed Jesus because in your heart-of-hearts you think you will find something better than Jesus—
fun and excitement, pleasure, riches, popularity, power—in this life?  Let me assure you that all that 
glitters is not gold.  You were made for more than the pleasures of this world.  They might be exciting for 
a time, but they will never satisfy you.  So seek better treasure!   
 

3. We learn that life in the “kingdom of heaven” should be characterized by joy.  Do you see that 
in 13:44?  The man hides the treasure again and goes off to buy the field.  Now, how does he go 
off?  “In his joy” he goes off!  The man realized the value of the treasure he had discovered and 
so “in his joy” he went off to sell all he had to buy the field.  In the same way, brothers and 
sisters, those of us who have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ have everything we 
need to rejoice in this life.  No matter our present circumstances… 
 

a. If we remember what we have been saved from, we will have joy.   
 

b. If we remember that God is keeping us through Jesus in this life, we will have joy.   
 

c. If we realize the eternal treasure that awaits us because of Jesus in heaven, we will have 
joy.   

 
Philippians 4:4- “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”  
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Conclusion 
 
As we conclude our time together this morning, let’s look briefly at 13:51-52. 
 
Matthew 13:51-52- “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to 
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
  
 Here Jesus asks the disciples a question: “Have you understood all these things?”  In other 
words, have you put all of this together?  These parables were for the disciples.  Jesus wanted them to 
understand what He had been teaching them about the “kingdom of heaven” because, just as scribes 
in Jesus’ day had the responsibility to teach God’s law to others, so they disciples were going to be 
responsible to teach the truth of God’s word to others as well.  They were to be like a “master of a 
house” who has the responsibility to provide well for his family.     
 
Application:  Friends, we have this same responsibility.  As we have studied these parables of the 
kingdom over the last two weeks, we have seen the reality that a great and solemn Day of Judgment is 
coming.  We have seen the reality that Jesus’ kingdom will increase for as long as the world remains.  
We have seen the reality that Jesus’ kingdom is valuable.  We have the responsibility to apply these 
truths to our lives.  And we have the responsibility to share these truths with others as well—with our 
family, with our fellow church members, and with the lost.   
  
May God strengthen us for the task as we serve Him this week!   
 
Let’s pray… 
 


