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CFCW – 07/19/2015 
 

“Parables of the Kingdom: Part 1” 
(Matthew 13:24-52) 

 
Introduction 
 
 The early fifth century was a time of massive uncertainty for Christians in the Roman Empire.  In 
410 AD, the Visigoths, a Germanic tribe, sacked the city of Rome.  Many within the Roman Empire began 
to blame Christians for the decline of Roman power.  They claimed that Rome was being punished by 
the gods because the Romans had forsaken them for Christianity.   

In response, St. Augustine, the Bishop of Hippo in North Africa (modern-day Algeria) wrote a 
book which has come to be known as “The City of God.”  In this book, Augustine argued that Rome was 
not weakened by Christianity.  Rather, Christianity had benefited Rome.   

At the same time, Augustine comforted Christians by reminding them that there are two 
cities—the City of God and the City of Man.  Rome was a part of the City of Man—the kingdoms of men 
in this world which are sure to pass away.  But the City of God, the “New Jerusalem”, would conquer all 
and endure forever.  Instead of being shaken by the overthrow of Rome, Augustine encouraged 
Christians to focus on the City of God.  Augustine wanted Christians to fix their eyes and their hope on 
heaven rather than on the politics of this world and the ever-crumbling City of Man. 
 Over the past few weeks, we have seen headlines heralding the decline of Biblical Christianity in 
America.  Perhaps, you have been shaken by this.  Throughout our history, it has been a temptation for 
many Christians to think of America as a ‘Christian nation.  It has been easy to imagine that God would 
always protect America from the corruption and moral decline which has led to the overthrow of every 
great civilization from ancient Egypt to 19th century Britain.  But apart from God’s power in revival, 
every society deteriorates.   
 It is right to grieve for the state of our country and it is right to pray for revival.  But it is never 
right for Christians to despair.  Christians, we should not be shaken.  This world is not our home.  We 
are a part of the City of God—what Jesus calls in our Passage this morning “the kingdom of heaven.”  We 
might be uncertain about the future of America, but we are not uncertain about God’s kingdom.  The 
Bible declares that the days are coming when “the kingdom of the world [will become] the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever” (Rev. 11:15).  In other words, Jesus wins!  
While the kingdoms of this world will fall, the “kingdom of heaven” will not be conquered.  We will see 
this reality as we study our passage together this morning.   
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are going to continue our study of Matthew 13.  In this chapter, Matthew 
answers the question: “Why was Jesus rejected by the people of Israel?”  Why would someone who did 
so many miracles and spoke God’s word with such authority be rejected by His own people? 

Last time, we studied ‘The Parable of the Sower’ (13:1-23) where Jesus explained that men and 
women reject God and God’s word because their hearts are sinful.  Man’s heart is hardened against 
God.  The problem was with the people of Israel, not with Jesus.   

At the same time, Matthew 13 contains other parables that Jesus taught the people.  These 
parables focus on the “Kingdom of Heaven.”   They explain the nature of God’s kingdom and the value of 
God’s kingdom.  And they explain how God rules in His Kingdom.  We are going to look at two of these 
six ‘parables of the kingdom’ this morning (the ‘Parable of the Weeds’ and the ‘Parable of the Net’).  
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The two parables focus on the way God will rule His Kingdom.  Lord willing, we will look at the other 
four next week.   

 
MIM: This world contains those who belong to the kingdom of heaven and those who don’t, but a great 
day of separation is coming.   
 
Two truths about the “kingdom of heaven”:  
-This world contains those who belong to the kingdom of heaven and those who don’t. 
-A great day of separation is coming  
 
Let’s look first at the “Parable of the Weeds.” 
 
The Parable of the Weeds (13:24-30) 
 
Matthew 13:24-30- “He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow 
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, ‘Gather the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

 
A.  In this parable, Jesus tells the story of a landowner who sowed good seed in his wheat field.  

But at night, an “enemy” came into the field and “sowed weeds (“tares”; KJV, NASB) among 
the wheat.”   

 
Illustration:  If you have done any gardening you know what a challenge it is to battle weeds.  At our 
house, we keep a large bottle of Spectracide on hand and I go around regularly pulling up all the new 
weeds—but they just keep coming…  
  

B. But while “weeds” are annoying, we shouldn’t imagine that this “enemy” went into the 
fields with dandelion seeds.  The word for “weeds” here refers to a plant called darnel.  
Darnel is related to rye and it looks a lot like wheat when it first sprouts.  But the grain 
produced by darnel is poisonous.  Jesus is describing malicious sabotage on the part of the 
enemy which could easily make the landowner’s entire crop worthless.1  In Roman law, it 
was a crime to intentionally sow darnel in another person’s wheat field.2  So apparently, the 
situation Jesus is picturing here was pretty common. 
 
 

                                                           
1
 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew in NICNT (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 

2007), 526. 
 
2
 Ibid., 525. 
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C. Once the crop began to sprout, the landowner’s “servants” came to him asking if he had 
given them good seed to sow because the field now had darnel (13:27).  The landowner 
immediately realized that an enemy had sabotaged his crop.  And when the servants asked 
if they should gather the darnel out of the wheat, the landowner told them not to because 
the roots were entangled and he did not want them pulling up with the wheat with the 
darnel.  The separation would have to wait until the harvest.  Then the darnel would be 
gathered and burned, while the wheat was put in the barn.  

 
Like the “Parable of the Sower” which we studied last time, this “Parable of the Weeds” is an “earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning.”  Let’s skip down to 13:36-43 where Jesus, who had left the crowds, 
gives the interpretation in private to His disciples. 
 
Matthew 13:36-43- “Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end 
of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it 
be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom 
all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 

D. In 13:36, we see that the disciples are anxious to understand this parable.  And so, from 
13:37-42 Jesus explains the meaning of each part of this parable.   
 

a. As you can see, Jesus says the Landowner (“Master”) is the “Son of Man” (13:37), 
which was a title for the Messiah.  Jesus is referring to Himself.   
 

b. The field is the “world,” which here refers to all of mankind—the human population 
of the world.3   
 

c. The good seed that Jesus sows are the “sons of the kingdom” (13:38a).  These are 
the men and women in the world who hear the Gospel and believe and follow King 
Jesus 

 
d. The weeds are the “sons of the evil one” (13:38b).  These are the men and women in 

the world who do not follow Jesus, but rather live for themselves.   
 

e. They are “sown” by the Devil—the enemy of God (13:39).   
 

f. And the harvest is the end of the age and the reapers are the angels.   
 

g. In 13:40-41, we see that at the “end of the age” Jesus will send His angels out to 
gather out all “causes of sin and all law-breakers” and cast them into the “fiery 
furnace.”  This is a picture of the fate of the “sons of the evil one” who will be cast 

                                                           
3
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 1992), 356.  
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into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:15). In stark contrast, the “sons of the kingdom” will 
experience the bliss of heaven and “shine like the sun in the kingdom” of God their 
Father (13:42).   In 13:43, Jesus ends His explanation of the parable with a solemn 
call to understand—“He who has ears, let him hear.”   

 
From this parable, I want us to learn two realities about the “kingdom of heaven” which are the two 
points of the sermon:  
 
(1)  This world contains those who belong to the kingdom of heaven and those who don’t.  
 
(2)  A great day of separation is coming. 
 
Let’s look at these truths one at a time: 
 

1. This world contains those who belong to the kingdom of heaven and those who don’t. 
  

A. This isn’t a particularly difficult point to see.  It is a truth that is obvious both from 
the Bible and from our own experience.  But one of the main things Jesus was 
teaching His disciples in this passage is that God’s plan for the “kingdom of 
heaven” was not what the Jews of Jesus’ day were expecting.  The people of Israel 
in Jesus’ day were expecting the Messiah to come and immediately raise an army 
and wipe out the Roman oppressors and establish an eternal kingdom where the 
Jews would reign with Him forever. 
 

a. But Jesus is teaching His disciples that this was not God’s plan.  God’s plan 
was that the Gospel would be preached among all nations and men and 
women from all nations would respond in faith.  Like the disciples, those 
who receive Jesus are the “sons of the kingdom” (13:38a). They belong to 
Jesus. 
 

b. But not everyone would follow Jesus.  Satan, God’s “enemy” would 
continue the work he has been doing from the beginning. Satan has been at 
work in every generation promoting unbelief, selfishness, sin, and conflict in 
the hearts of those who do not follow King Jesus.  He has been sowing 
“weeds” and he will continue to sow weeds as long as this world lasts.  
Those who do not follow Jesus are the “weeds.”  Jesus calls them the 
“sons of the evil one” (13:38b).  They belong to Satan.    

 
c. And God’s plan is that until the end of the age (what Jesus calls“the 

harvest”; 13:40) “weeds” and “wheat”—Christians and non-Christians—will 
co-exist in the world.   

 
Application:  If you are here this morning and you are not a Christian, I am glad you have taken the time 
to be with us this morning.  I want to address you for just a moment.  Evangelical Christians are often 
criticized for being too “exclusive.”  Many people think Christians should recognize other religions as 
equally valid ways of having a relationship with God.  But do you see why we can’t do that?  We follow 
Jesus and Jesus is exclusive.  In John 14:6, Jesus Himself says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.” And in this parable Jesus divides all of humanity into 
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two groups—“the sons of the kingdom” (13:38a) and “the sons of the evil one” (13:38b).  Jesus doesn’t 
list any other categories.   It wouldn’t make any sense for us to call ourselves Christians and then teach 
the very opposite of what Jesus teaches.  It wouldn’t make sense for us to say we follow Jesus, but 
Jesus was wrong about being the only way to Heaven.  The Bible is very clear that only those who trust 
in Jesus are the “sons of the kingdom.”  Only those who turn from their sin and trust in Jesus have peace 
with God.   
 
Application: Christians, this passage guards us against an unhealthy “triumphalism” that imagines that 
at any moment Christianity is going to sweep around the world and everyone is going to believe and 
follow Jesus.  No, the “Parable of the Weeds” teaches that God’s plan is that right up until the very 
end of the age this world will continue to be a mix of both Christians and non-Christians.   
 

Are we inclined to look for the conversion of the whole world by the labors of missionaries and 
ministers?  Let us place this parable before us, and beware such an idea.  We shall never see all 
the inhabitants of the earth [become] ‘the wheat’ of God, in the present order of things: the 
[weeds] and wheat will ‘grow together till the harvest.’  The kingdoms of this world will never 
become the kingdom of Christ, and the millennium will never begin, until the King himself 
returns.4 

          -J.C. Ryle 
 
The fact that this world will continue to be mixed with Christians and non-Christians until the end 
means two things for us: 
 

a. First, we don’t need to DESPAIR if the Gospel doesn’t seem to be spreading as 
quickly as we would like it to in our community and around the world.  We don’t 
need to DESPAIR if those who oppose God seem to have the upper hand in our 
culture or in the world.  Jesus is the “Master.”   And He is only permitting the 
“weeds” to stay in His field for a time.  The world belongs to Jesus!  He will not be 
defeated.  We can trust Him to work out His perfect plan for the world.   
 

b. Second, we have plenty of WORK to do.  Knowing God’s plan is for believers and 
non-believers to live together in the world doesn’t give us an excuse to be lazy in 
ministry.  The same Jesus who taught this parable also said: 

 
Matthew 9:37-38- “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 
Question:  So what does Jesus expect His people to be doing in this mixed world?  We find the answer 
in Matthew 28:18-20.  The Great Commission is our mission: 
 
Matthew 28:18-20- “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

                                                           
4
 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2012 reprint), 119-20. 
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Jesus expects His people (Christ Fellowship!) to be actively engaged in making disciples.  We want to 
see people who do not know Jesus come to know Jesus.  And we want to see those who are following 
Jesus follow Him more closely.  Here is our mission: We want to see “weeds” become wheat!  As we 
invest in the lives of others and share the Gospel with them we want to see them realize that they are 
sinners in need of a Savior.  We want to see them realize that Jesus Christ is that Savior and we want 
them to trust in Him.  And we want those who follow Jesus to grow in Christ-likeness and bear good 
spiritual fruit (“some a hundred-fold, some sixty, some thirty”; 13:23).   
 
Application: That is what makes missions such a big deal!  We should praise God that in just a few 
weeks, we will send Stuart and Beth out from our church as our first long-term missionaries.  They will 
live in Hungary, a nation where only 2.8% of the people are evangelical believers, and they will minister 
in many countries in Eastern Europe.  Let’s do our best to send them out in a manner worthy of God (3 
John 6).   
 
Question: As believers, what will stir us up to be faithful to minister to and share the Gospel with 
those who don’t know Jesus?  We must remember who we used to be.  Every one of us who are 
Christians this morning used to be “weeds”.  We used to be the enemies of God.  But God in His grace 
reached us with the Gospel and made us into “wheat”.   
 
The Gospel 
 
 What is this Gospel that transformed us?  It is the message of salvation through Jesus.  The Bible 
teaches that God made Man to worship and serve Him.  But our first parents disobeyed God in the 
garden.  They chose to disobey God and served themselves rather than God.  We have all followed suit.  
We were all born sinful and separated from God.  And we have manifested that separation by our 
disobedience to God.  The Bible teaches that we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 
(Romans 3:23).  Left to ourselves there would be no way for us to be good enough for God.  God would 
rightly punish us all for our sins.   
 But in great love, God sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect life in the place of sinners.  Jesus lived 
the kind of life you and I should have lived but have failed to live.  Then Jesus did the most amazing 
thing!  He freely offered Himself as a sacrifice on the cross.  No one could have taken Jesus’ life from 
Him.  He freely laid it down—bearing on the cross the sins of sinful men and women.  Then He rose from 
the dead.  Now all who turn from their sins and trust in Him are forgiven for their sins.  They are made 
completely new.  They used to be “weeds” but they become “wheat.”  Those who trust in Jesus are 
reconciled to God—they become sons and daughters of God.  If you want to know more about how you 
can be forgiven for your sins and have a relationship with God, I would love to talk with you more after 
the service this morning.   
 
So looking at our passage we see that this world contains those who belong to the kingdom of heaven 
and those who don’t, but it also teaches us… 
 

2. A Great Day of Separation Is Coming 
  
A. In His explanation of the ‘Parable of the Weeds’ in 13:41-42, Jesus makes the reality of 

coming Judgment crystal clear: 
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Matthew 13:41-42- “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

B. But in contrast to the fate of the “law-breakers,” in 13:43 we read, “Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”  So according to Jesus, there is 
going to be a striking separation that will occur on the Day of Judgment.  Those who 
do not follow Jesus (the “weeds”; “all law-breakers”) are going to experience fiery 
punishment for their sins.  But those who do follow Jesus (the “wheat”; “the righteous”) 
will experience bliss in presence of God.  

 
Now Jesus teaches this same reality in the ‘Parable of the Net’ in 13:47-50, which is why we are 
studying these parables together this morning.  Let’s look briefly at the ‘Parable of the Net’ in 13:47-
50. There Jesus says… 
 
Matthew 13:47-50- “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good 
into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 
and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
   

C. You can see the similarity between the parables, but instead of the harvest scene in 
the ‘Parable of the Weeds’, in the ‘Parable of the Net’ Jesus is picturing a fishing 
scene.  Fishermen in Jesus’ day would tie one end of their nets to the shore and then 
throw the other end of the net out into the sea before drawing it back in.5  As the nets 
were drawn back to the shore they would enclose and capture all kinds of fish.  The 
fishermen would then sit along the shore sorting out the catch.  The good fish would 
either be eaten or sold at the market. The bad fish (Gk. σαπρὰ; lit. “rotten” or 
“worthless”) would be thrown away.   
 

D. And the point Jesus is making in this parable is the same one He made in the ‘Parable 
of the Weeds.’  At the “end of the age”, a great and final separation will occur.  Once 
again Jesus says that that on the Day of Judgment angels would separate the “evil” from 
the “righteous” (13:49).  The “evil” will be thrown into the “fiery furnace.”  And once 
again, Jesus notes, “In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (13:50).   

 
Now, I don’t want to be pedantic, but I do want to highlight very CLEARLY what Jesus is teaching in 
these two parables:  Jesus is teaching that a great and solemn day of Judgment is coming where ALL of 
humanity is going to be separated into two groups—those who followed Jesus in this life and those 
who did not.  And Jesus says that on the Day of Judgment, those who did not follow Him in this life will 
be cast away from the presence of God into eternal, fiery punishment.  But those who followed Him 
(those who repented of their sin and trusted in Jesus alone for salvation) will be safe!  They will reign 
with Jesus forever.   
 

                                                           
5
 D.A. Carson, “Matthew” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. by Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1984), 330. 
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Brothers and sisters, those are the stakes in this life. So the great question I must put before you this 
morning is this:  
 
Which group are you in?  There is no more important question to answer in this life.  There is nothing 
more urgent than this!  Do not go home today without settling this issue in your heart.  If you haven’t 
followed Jesus, do so today! 
 
As, we wrap up this morning, there are three realities I want us to note from these two parables: 
 

1. I want us to behold the authority of King Jesus.  Look at the absolute clarity and utter 
confidence with which Jesus tells His disciples what will take place in the future!  Who is this?  
Jesus is the ‘Son of Man.’ Who is the ‘Son of Man’?  In Daniel 7:13-14 we read this about the 
‘Son of Man’: 

 
Daniel 7:13-14- “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 
son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed.” 
 

Jesus can boldly declare the future because He owns the future.  His “dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 
7:14).   

 
Application: Let Jesus’ utter sovereignty and authority sink in.  Christian, you don’t need to be afraid.  
Yes, our culture is changing.  Yes, it is very possible that America will continue to decline like every other 
great civilization in history.  But you belong to a different Kingdom—the “kingdom of heaven”—and it 
will never be destroyed!  You serve Jesus who is king of Kings and Lord of lords!  Rest in Jesus’ absolute 
control of all things today!   
 

2. I want us to remember that Hell is real.  Pastors did not invent Hell as a means of manipulating 
their congregations through fear.  We believe in the horror and eternality of Hell because the 
Bible teaches that Hell is horrific and eternal.  Look at how Jesus’ describes Hell in 13:42 and 
13:50.  In both verses, Jesus describes Hell in this way: “In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.”  Hell is a world of regret, sorrow, impotent rage, and unspeakable pain.  It is 
a world where everything good is absent.  It is a world where God is present ONLY in His wrath.   

 
Application:  Flee the wrath to come.  Friend, you have no more important task in life than to be 
reconciled with God so that you enter eternity not as God’s enemy, but as God’s friend.  You cannot 
bear the wrath of God.  So, non-Christian friend, receive God’s mercy in Jesus!  Jesus freely offers 
forgiveness for sins this morning to all who will turn from their sins and trust in Him!   

 
3. I want us to consider that Heaven will be a place of PURE JOY!  This is seen most clearly in the 

‘Parable of the Weeds.’  In contrast to the fate of those who reject God (the “weeds”) look at 
the bliss of the “wheat”!   

 
Matthew 13:43- “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 
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a. Looking at our passage we see that heaven will be PURE.  Why?  Because the angels 
will gather out, not only “all law-breakers”, but also “all causes of sin” (13:41).  
Heaven will not only be free from sin.  Heaven will be free from any temptation to 
sin.  Heaven will be a pure!  
 

b. And looking at our passage we see that Heaven will be a place of eternal joy!  That is 
what comes to mind when I think of “shining like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.”  A radiant existence, a full existence, an existence that overflows with joy 
and all good things!   

 
Application:  If you are in Christ this morning, rejoice!  Because that is your future!  You will “shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of [your] Father!”   
 
Conclusion 
 

This passage is encouragement to us this morning.  No matter what difficulties we might face 
as we live in the City of Man, we know that the City of God (“the kingdom of heaven”) will prevail!  We 
may feel some uncertainty in our day, but the future is not up for grabs.  Judgment will fall on those 
who have rejected Jesus.  But those of us who have received Him will be safe and secure forever in a 
world of eternal joy!  In light of that reality, let’s serve our Lord with joy this week!  Let’s pray… 
 
 


