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CFCW – 06/28/2015 
 

“Enduring Hostility Well” 
(Daniel 6) 

 
Introduction 
 
 As you are aware, this week the Supreme Court handed down its decision in Obergefell v. 
Hodges, a decision which legalized gay ‘marriage’ in all fifty states of America.  As Christians, we should 
be saddened that our culture is choosing to embrace and promote that which God has clearly called 
sinful.  We should be saddened that our culture is redefining marriage in a way that will lead to a further 
breakdown of the family—the basic building block of society.   

At the same time, as Christians we need to be aware that the ruling of the Supreme Court will 
impact religious liberty in America.  Already, the freedom of religion guaranteed in first amendment of 
the Bill of Rights is being redefined to mean that people are free to believe what they want in privacy 
of their homes and their churches, but they are not free to practice their religion in the public sphere 
if doing so would be viewed as discriminatory by the state or federal government.  About this reality 
Albert Mohler recently wrote the following:   
  

Religious liberty is being redefined as mere freedom of worship, but it will not long survive if it is 
reduced to a private sphere with no public voice. The very freedom to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is at stake, and thus so is the liberty of every American. Human rights and human 
dignity are temporary abstractions if they are severed from their reality as gifts of the Creator. 
The eclipse of Christian truth will lead inevitably to a tragic loss of human dignity. If we lose 
religious liberty, all other liberties will be lost, one by one.1 

 
It is evident that a vast moral shift is sweeping across not only the United States, but also 

Australia, Europe, Great Britain and Canada as well.  That which used to be considered right is now 
judged wrong. And what was considered wrong just a few years ago is now celebrated as right and good.   
It seems inevitable that Christians and churches will be pressured by the surrounding culture to conform 
to the new ‘morality’ that has so rapidly gained prominence in our culture.  Already in America, business 
owners in several states have been fined and put out of business for refusing to provide goods and 
services that would violate their consciences.  It is very possible in coming days that Christian colleges 
and seminaries will lose their tax-exempt status if they fail to comply with state and federal anti-
discrimination laws in terms of housing and employment.  Many would be forced to shut their doors as 
they would have no means to pay the new taxes.  It is also very possible that the day will come when 
churches themselves lose their tax-exempt status if they preach that marriage is a covenant between 
one man and one woman for life.  It is even possible that Christians and churches may one day face 
criminal charges for teaching what the Bible clearly teaches—that homosexuality is sinful and that 
marriage is only between one man and one woman for life. 

How should Christians respond to these threatening possibilities? This morning, I want us to 
study the story of Daniel and the lion’s den in Daniel 6 and see how that man of God responded when 
He was given the choice to obey God or obey man.  My prayer as we study God’s word together this 

                                                           
1
 From an address by Dr. Albert Mohler entitled, “The Gathering Storm—the Eclipse of Religious Liberty 

and the Threat of a New Dark Age accessed online at http://www.albertmohler.com/2015/05/18/the-gathering-
storm-the-eclipse-of-religious-liberty-and-the-threat-of-a-new-dark-age/ on 06/24/2015.  

http://www.albertmohler.com/2015/05/18/the-gathering-storm-the-eclipse-of-religious-liberty-and-the-threat-of-a-new-dark-age/
http://www.albertmohler.com/2015/05/18/the-gathering-storm-the-eclipse-of-religious-liberty-and-the-threat-of-a-new-dark-age/
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morning is that God will strengthen our church to stand firm on the truths of God’s word in the face of a 
culture that is increasingly hostile to Biblical Christianity.   
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are taking a break from our study of the Gospel of Matthew in order to study 
the Old Testament book of Daniel.  The book of Daniel recounts the life and prophetic ministry of Daniel, 
who was exiled to Babylon in 605 BC and lived to see both the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC and 
the edict of Cyrus to rebuild the Temple in 539 BC.  Daniel had a long and fruitful ministry serving in high 
positions of authority under both the Babylonian and Medo-Persian Empires.   

The book of Daniel is broken into two parts with the first six chapters narrating events which 
happened in the life of Daniel and his close associates and the final six chapters recounting a series of 
visions that Daniel received from God.  This morning we are going to look at Daniel 6 where Daniel faced 
persecution from other high officials and had to choose between obeying the decree of King Darius and 
obeying God.  The way Daniel responded to the threat he faced is instructive for us.     
MIM:  Christians should not panic, should not compromise, and should persevere in doing good.   
 
How should Christians respond when threatened by a hostile world for following Jesus? 
-Don’t Panic 
-Don’t Compromise 
-Persevere in Doing Good 
 
Brief Exposition of Daniel 6 
 

As Daniel 6 begins, one empire has just swallowed up another.  Belshazzar of Babylon has been 
killed and Darius the Mede has received the kingdom (5:30-31).  Babylon has fallen and Medo-Persia 
reigns supreme. The setting is one of massive societal change.  But in 6:1-2 we see that Daniel was such 
an excellent person that he actually retains a high place of authority in the new empire.  He was 
appointed one of the three “high officials” (commissioners) over 120 “satraps” (governors) of the 
various regions of Babylon.  And in a short time, Daniel so distinguished himself that Darius planned to 
make him something like a prime minister of the entire kingdom (6:3).  Daniel would then be second-in-
command to Darius himself. 
 In 6:4, we see that the other officials were upset by Darius’ plans.  In their eyes, Daniel was 
Jewish prisoner-of-war (“Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah”; 6:13).  These Medo-Persian 
officials were no doubt offended that he would be placed over them.  They were envious of Daniel’s 
favor with the king.  And so they begin to look for faults in Daniel—some problem in his service or flaw 
in his character—but they could find NOTHING.   
 
Application: If we would be useful to God in our day, we should do our work with such excellence and 
live our lives with such integrity that even our enemies have to confess we are “faithful” (6:4).     
 
 And so, in 6:5-9, we see that these Medo-Persian officials hatched a plot to destroy Daniel.  They 
realize that Daniel faithfully serves the Lord God of Israel and that the only way to get to Daniel would to 
pass a law that it will make it impossible for him to serve both King Darius and God.  And so they came 
to Darius with a proposed law that would make it a crime to make any petition to any other god or man 
other than Darius for thirty days.  Those who violated the law would be thrown into the lion’s den (6:7).  
Darius was no doubt flattered by this proposal.  Kings tend to be prideful.  At the same time, such a law 
would clearly demonstrate that he was now the authority over the entire province of Babylon.  And so 
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he signed the law—a law that could not be revoked “according to the law of the Medes and Persians” 
(6:9).   
 
Application: Looking at the way these men conspired against Daniel, we should not be surprised to find 
men and women conspiring against Christians in our day as well.  We should not be surprised to see 
Christian business owners harassed in a way designed to get their businesses fined or put out of 
business.  We should not be surprised when Christian employees are challenged about their religious 
beliefs on the job in the hopes of getting the Christian punished or fired.  The wicked have always 
conspired against God’s people.   
 
But now, look at the response of Daniel in 6:10: 
 
Daniel 6:10- “When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had 
windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.”   
 
What changed about Daniel’s behavior once he knew that the edict had been signed?  Absolutely, 
nothing!  He had a choice before him: obey the edict of the king or obey God.  And without hesitation, 
Daniel openly continued to worship the Lord before the open windows of his upper chambers. 
 The rest of the story is very familiar.  The men conspiring against Daniel came together by 
agreement and witnessed Daniel praying to God.  They then went the king and asked innocently 
whether or not he had signed a petition forbidding anyone to pray to any man or God other than him for 
thirty days.  When Darius affirmed that he had (6:12), the trap was sprung.  They all together declared 
that Daniel had no respect for the king and had disobeyed his law: 
 
Daniel 6:13- “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O King, or the 
injunction that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 
    
 At this, Darius realized that he had been tricked by his officials.  He worked the rest of the day 
to save Daniel, but the conspirators reminded him that the law could not be changed (6:15).  And so 
Darius reluctantly sent Daniel to his death with a prayer that the God Daniel served would deliver him 
(6:16).  Darius spent a sleepless night and at first light went to the lion’s den and cried out in anguish the 
great question of this chapter: 
 
Daniel 6:20- “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually been able to 
deliver you from the lions?”   
 
The author of Daniel wants us to ask: Is God a Savior? 
 
To which Daniel replied: “O king, live forever!  My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and 
they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have 
done no harm.” 
 

Yes, God is a Savior!  Now when Darius saw how God saved Daniel, he was overjoyed and he 
was amazed.  And he became angry at the men who had tricked him and had accused Daniel and he 
threw them along with their entire families into the lion’s den.  The result was dramatic.  The lions 
overpowered them and crushed all their bones before they even reached the ground (6:24).  Daniel was 
saved and his enemies were destroyed.  Then Darius sent an edict throughout his domain commanding 
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all those under his authority to “tremble and fear before the God of Daniel” (6:26).  Then we get this 
postscript: “So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian” (6:28).  
Daniel’s faithfulness to God was rewarded. 
 
Now, why are we studying Daniel 6 this morning?  For this reason:  In Daniel 6, Daniel was faced with 
an ungodly decree that threatened him with death if he chose to obey God rather than the king.  And 
Daniel responded magnificently to the challenge.  Daniel obeyed God rather than man.  This week, the 
Supreme Court handed down a ruling that has imperiled religious liberty in our country.  The days may 
soon come when we, either individually or corporately as a church, will face hostile threats for following 
the teaching of the Bible.  And we need to prepare well now so that we can respond well then. 
 
How should Christians respond when threatened by a hostile world for following Jesus? 
 

I. Don’t Panic! 
 

A. This is one of the things that stood out to me the most as I studied this passage this 
week.  Keep in mind that Daniel was probably around 83 years old when these 
events are taking place.2  And look at Daniel’s response to the threat of death in 
6:10.  When he learned that the decree had been signed, he went to his house and 
CALMLY and OPENLY continued to worship the Lord as he had always done—“three 
times a day” (6:10).  In the face of the threat of death by lions, Daniel calmly chose 
to obey God rather than men.  Daniel was a man of faith-filled courage! 

 
Why was Daniel so calm and courageous?  Daniel knew God [Packer quote]! 
 

1. Daniel knew that God is sovereign over the affairs of men.  Daniel’s entire life had been 
one long-sustained lesson in the sovereignty of God over the kingdoms of men.  This is one 
of the main themes of the book of Daniel.  In Daniel 4, Daniel witnessed Nebuchadnezzar 
living like an animal for seven years until he learned that “the Most High rules the kingdom 
of men and gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men (4:17b).  In Daniel 5, 
Daniel witnessed God weigh King Belshazzar and all of Babylon in the balance and found 
them “wanting” (5:27). In Daniel 7 & 8, during the reign of King Belshazzar, Daniel had been 
given prophecies of four great kingdoms that would rule the world.  Daniel was calm 
because Daniel knew that God was on the throne. 

 
Application: Brothers and sisters, if you are tempted to panic this morning because you rightly sense 
that your country has changed and that hostility toward Biblical Christianity is on the rise—DON’T!  God 
is sovereign!  God is on the throne!  No law from Congress, no executive order of the President, no 
decision from the Supreme Court can thwart the purposes of God.  God is working out His plans in the 
world.  He is not dismayed in the heavens! We need to recapture a Biblical perspective on God’s 
dealings with kings and nations.  
 
Psalm 2:1-4- “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 

                                                           
2
 Gleason L. Archer Jr., “Daniel” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. by Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1985), 81. 
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3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
the Lord holds them in derision.” 
 
God’s purposes will not be defeated.  Christ’s Church is not going to be destroyed.  Jesus has promised, 
“I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18b).  We do not need 
to be alarmists.  We do not need to panic.  We can calmly trust in our sovereign God!  
        

2. Daniel knew that God is a Savior.  Daniel 3 lays this out so well.  While Daniel clearly wasn’t 
there at the time, he had heard about God’s rescue of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  
Nebuchadnezzar had threatened them with death for refusing to fall down and worship his 
golden image, and the three responded with a calm confidence in God. 

 
Daniel 3:16-18- “16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But 
if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 
have set up.”   
 

At that, Nebuchadnezzar threw them into the fire, but the fire did not harm them.  Not even 
the smoke from the fire came upon their clothes.  But the soldiers who threw them into the 
flames were killed.  Daniel knew that God is a Savior.   

 
Application: Friends, in the same way, we know that God is a Savior.  We do not know what persecution 
Christians may face in our country in the future.  We don’t need to know that.  What we need to know, 
we already know.  Our God is a Savior!  Even if He permits us to face persecution, He WILL deliver us 
THROUGH the persecution and He will bring us safely home!   
 
Romans 8:38-39- “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 
3. Daniel knew that persecution is a normal part of following God.  From Daniel 9, we see 

that Daniel was a student of the OT Scriptures.  Daniel was familiar with the sufferings of 
Jeremiah and the other prophets.  And so he wasn’t surprised that he too might suffer 
persecution for obeying God rather than men. 

 
Application: This is so important for us to understand.  Persecution is a normal part of following Jesus. I 
recently heard Mark Dever remind an audience of pastors that “This Jesus we follow was crucified as a 
state criminal.”3  One of the reasons we are tempted to be alarmist and tempted to panic is because 
serious persecution for the cause of Christ is so unfamiliar to us.  But we need to remember that OUR 
experience of Christianity has been incredibly ABNORMAL in this regard.  TODAY, as we meet, our 
brothers and sisters in Christ are dying in places like Nigeria, Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, Iran, and North 
Korea.  It has been this way throughout history.  The pattern of the Bible is this:  first suffering and then 
glory.  Suffering is nothing new for followers of Jesus.   
 

                                                           
3
 From a talk entitled, “Principles to Survive a Cultural Crisis” accessed online at 

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-to-survive-a-cultural-crisis on 06/25/2015. 

http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-to-survive-a-cultural-crisis
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We have no need to panic.  We can trust God! 
 
1 Peter 3:13-14- “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled.” 
 
But there is another way we should respond when we face hostility for following Jesus… 
 

II. Don’t Compromise 
 

A.  Christians have celebrated Daniel’s response in 6:10 for millennia because Daniel 
did not compromise.  Surely it would have been easy for him to do so.  All he had to 
do was close the window!  He could have gone on vacation for thirty days.  He 
could have rationalized that it would be easier to go without prayer for thirty days 
and survive so that he could live and continue to serve God.  But Daniel knew that 
giving into cowardice in the face of hostile threats would be to compromise his 
higher obligation to God.   

 
Principle: Christians should always obey the human authorities God has placed over them UNLESS those 
authorities tell us to disobey God.  When Peter and John were threatened and commanded not to share 
the Gospel, this is how they responded: 
 
Acts 4:19-20- “But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you 
rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 
 

a. And so, as followers of Jesus Christ in America, we must submit ourselves to 
the government in every way we can.  But when the government tells us to 
disobey God, we cannot compromise. 
  

 Four reasons not to compromise from Daniel 6: 
 

 Reason #1—Our God is a Sovereign Savior – We have already talked about this, but I want to 
highlight it again:  Like Daniel 3 with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the reality that God is a 
sovereign savior is the great point of Daniel 6.  Look at the decree of Darius following the 
deliverance of Daniel from lions in 6:25-27.  The decree emphasizes the reality that God is 
sovereign and that God is a savior. 

 
Daniel 6:25-27- “Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the 
earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall 
never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. [Darius extols God’s Sovereignty] 27 He 
delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from 
the power of the lions [Darius declares that God is a Savior].” 
 

The fact that our God is a sovereign Savior teaches us that we have no need to compromise.  
God is in control.  God is able to save.  We can trust Him and we must obey Him.     
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 Reason #2—We OWE thankful obedience to God (v.10-11) – Do you see what Daniel does 
when he prays in 6:10—“He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave 
thanks.”  Daniel was thankful to God because God was His Savior!  Just like you and I, Daniel 
deserved Hell for his sins, but he would never experience Hell.  He had received grace and so no 
matter what threats he faced for following God, he could give thanks!   

 
The Gospel 
  
 Do you see how the Gospel empowers a life of thanksgiving?  This is something I want to grow 
in—continually giving thanks.  You and I deserve Hell because of our sins.  Our sins had separated us 
from God and we were under God’s wrath.  But God sent Jesus to rescue us!  He lived a perfect life in 
our place.  On the cross, He died the death we deserved.  But He rose again!  Those of us who have 
turned from our sins and trusted in Jesus have been forgiven for ALL of our sins.  We will never 
experience one drop of the wrath of God.  All has been covered.  We are heirs of eternal life!  If you 
haven’t trust in Jesus as your Savior and you would like to learn more about how you can be reconciled 
to God, I would love to speak with you after the service. 
 
Application: So Christian, no matter what may come our way, you and I can give thanks because we 
have been rescued from death and Hell!   We must not compromise.  Instead, like Daniel, we should give 
God thankful obedience.   
 

 Reason #3—The plans of evil men will come to nothing in the end (vv.11-24)—Daniel 6 is 
another demonstration that our enemies have no ULTIMATE power over us. (v.22).   

 
Illustration: Just as the lion’s had no power to kill Daniel when God shut their mouths, so our enemies 
have no power to harm us if God doesn’t permit them to do so.   
 

And even if evil men seem to thrive in this life, the Bible is clear that their days are numbered.  
They too will die and then they will face fearful judgment.  We have no need to compromise.  
Our enemies will not prevail in the end.  Instead of fearing our enemies and compromising, the 
Lord Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount to love our enemies (Matt. 5:44)—doing good to 
them, praying for them, and sharing the Gospel with them that they might be saved.   

 

 Reason #4—Our lives are only meaningful if they glorify God (vv.25-28)—The Westminster 
Shorter Catechism teaches us that the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  
That is absolutely correct.  So our lives are only meaningful if they glorify God.  By choosing to 
obey God rather than men, Daniel glorified God.  Darius, a pagan king, saw the salvation of the 
God in rescuing Daniel from the lions and he sent a decree throughout to his entire kingdom 
commanding them to “tremble and fear before the God of Daniel” (6:25).   

 
Application: But let’s keep in mind that God doesn’t always rescue His children in THIS life.  Often, God 
sovereignly chooses that you and I will glorify Him by suffering for His sake.  This is true whether the 
suffering is enduring a mocking co-worker,  or losing your job, or even losing your life.   
 
Revelation 12:10-11- “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has 
been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him 
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by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 
death.”    
 
God is glorified in the obedience of His children.  Don’t compromise.  The compromised life is a wasted 
life. 
 
But finally, there is a third way we should respond when we face hostility for the sake of Jesus… 
 

III. Persevere in Doing Good 
 

A.  So what can we do when we face hostility from our surrounding culture?  We can 
do what Daniel did in this passage: we can persevere in doing good.  Nothing 
changed about Daniel.  He didn’t start praying fervently for the first time.  No, he 
simply continued the pattern of faithfulness to God that he had demonstrated 
throughout his life.  Daniel’s habit had been to spend time with God three times a 
day with his window open towards Jerusalem.  Daniel’ heart was with God’s 
people in God’s land.  He couldn’t be there himself, but he could do something—he 
could pray and so he prayed.   

 
Application: And God wants each of us to persevere in doing good as well.  We might not be able to 
stem the tide of this new morality.  We might not be able to argue for religious liberty before the 
Supreme Court.  But we CAN love our families.  We CAN love the members of our church.  We CAN work 
hard at our jobs.  WE CAN be good citizens and good stewards of our vote and the democratic process.  
We CAN work to promote the spread of the gospel in our neighborhood, in America, and among the 
nations.  And we CAN persevere in doing what Daniel did in 6:10—offering prayers of petition and 
thanksgiving to God!   
 
Application: Has the shifting morality of our culture and the rising hostility towards Christianity been 
alarming to you?  What can you do about it?  You can replace your worried thoughts with prayers of 
thanks to God! 
 
Have you given thanks that God has in His good sovereignty appointed you to live at this time (Ps 139)?  
It is not an accident that you are alive today. 
 
Have you given thanks that God will use whatever persecution you (and we corporately as a church) may 
experience to make us more like Jesus?   
 
Have you given thanks for the promise of Matt 5:10-12 that those who are persecuted are blessed?   
 
Have you given thanks that any persecution you experience will give you the opportunity to glorify God 
by demonstrating that living for Him is worth far more than comfort and security in this world?   
 
Have you given thanks that God's grace WILL sustain you until you see God face-to-face?  Jesus will lose 
none who belong to Him!   
 
Have you given thanks that when others suffer persecution for God's sake, you will have the opportunity 
to pray for them and to minister to them?   
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Have you given thanks that many who think they will find happiness in having their sinful lifestyle 
affirmed as ‘normal’ will discover that it won’t make them ultimately happy?  Our souls can only be 
satisfied by God.  And when they realize this, many will turn from their sins and trust in Jesus for 
salvation.    
 
Conclusion 
 
 There is much more we could say about how to endure hostility well.  Remember, persecution 
is a MAJOR theme in the Bible because it is normal for followers of Jesus.  Today, we have learned: 
 
-We have no need to panic 
-We have no need to compromise 
-We must persevere in doing good 
 
May God strengthen us for endurance and patience with joy—so that when we face the persecution we 
are promised we will face as Christians (1 Tim. 3:12), we will endure well!  May we obey God rather than 
man in this coming week! 
 
Let’s pray…   


