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         CFCW- 04/12/2015 
 

“Loyalty to King Jesus” 
(Matthew 10:34-42) 

 
Introduction 
 

Religion and Politics—in my grandparent’s generation, these were two subjects that were never 
to be brought up in polite conversation.  The reason for this, of course, is that both of these topics 
frequently cause division and fighting.  This is true even within families.  One generation in a family is 
staunchly conservative and, in almost a reaction, the next generation becomes politically liberal and 
there is conflict.   

But even more divisive than politics is religion.  A difference in political views may lead some 
family members to stop speaking to one another, but a difference in religious views has often led to 
murder, even within families.  As Christians, we are familiar with this reality.  Throughout history, many 
men and women have lost their lives because they became Christians and left behind the religion of 
their outraged families.  And even though it does not always lead to the extremes of physical violence 
and murder, many Christians still face conflict with members of their family because they choose to 
follow Jesus.  This can be incredibly difficult.  Christians who face conflict from family members because 
of their faith need the encouragement and ministry of the local church.  But they also need to 
understand that what they are experiencing is normal in a fallen world.  Jesus promised that it would 
be this way.  But the good news this morning is that He also promised that following Him is worth it.  
We will see this reality as we study our passage together this morning. 
 
Background 
 
 After taking two weeks away, this morning we will be concluding our study of Matthew 10.  
Matthew 10 contains the second of five major sections of teaching (discourse) found in this gospel.  As 
we have noted, the focus of Jesus’ teaching in this chapter is on MISSION (Gospel ministry).  Many 
scholars and commentators have studied this section of Matthew’s gospel and concluded that Matthew 
just took bits and pieces of Jesus’ teaching on ministry and sort of glued them together in this chapter.  I 
disagree with that assessment.  I believe what we have in Matthew 10 is the divinely inspired summary 
of what Jesus taught regarding ministry on one particular occasion.  
Matthew 11:1- When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach 
and preach in their cities.”       
 

In Matthew chapter 10, Jesus is preparing to send His disciples on a mission trip throughout the 
200 or so towns and villages of Galilee in northern Israel.  As you study this passage, there is a definite 
logical progression in His teaching.  In 10:1-15, Jesus gives the twelve disciples key principles for 
ministry.  Then from 10:16-25, Jesus warns His disciples that they will face persecution because of their 
ministry.  But, as He tells them in 10:26-33, they should have no fear because their Heavenly Father is 
watching over them.   

Finally, in our passage for study this morning, Jesus concludes His discourse by urging His 
disciples to remain loyal to Him.  The path of discipleship is not easy, but it is the path that Jesus 
Himself had walked.  And so, His disciples must be willing to take their crosses and follow Jesus.   
  
MIM: Loyalty to Jesus causes division, demonstrates worthiness, and leads to eternal rewards. 
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This morning we will learn three truths about loyalty to King Jesus: 
-Loyalty to Jesus causes division 
-Loyalty to Jesus demonstrates worthiness 
-Loyalty to Jesus leads to eternal rewards 
 

I. Loyalty to Jesus causes division (10:34-36) 
 
Matthew 10:34-36- “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person’s enemies will be those of his 
own household.” 
 

A. In 10:34, Jesus corrects the wrong thinking that some of His disciples were probably 
embracing.  Perhaps as He was giving this teaching, He could see in the eyes of some of His 
listeners that they were missing the point—assuming that following such a powerful 
miracle-worker and teacher would insure earthly peace and blessing.  The Jews of the first 
century AD were expecting the Messiah to come as a great conqueror.  Then the Roman 
oppressors would be swept away, and the Messiah would inaugurate a kingdom of glory for 
the Jewish people that would never end.  The Jews of the first century focused on the 
promises concerning the Messiah in the OT that lined up with this thinking (cf. Micah 4:3-
5), but they completely overlooked equally prominent passages in the OT that teach the 
Messiah would come as a suffering Servant and face the rejection of His own people.   

 
Isaiah 53:3- “He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as 
one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 
 

B. But in 10:34, Jesus tells His disciples bluntly that the purpose of His FIRST coming was not 
to bring peace to the earth.  He says, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”   As the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, 
Jesus knew that He would face rejection and those who followed Him would face conflict 
and persecution for following Him as well.  And so Jesus was preparing His disciples 
beforehand for the conflict and division they would face in this life.  Now Jesus is the 
“Prince of peace,” (Isa. 9:6), and Jesus does bring peace with God and peace of soul to those 
who follow Him.  But those who follow Jesus will still face conflict and division from the 
men and women of the world who hate Jesus.   
 

a. This is what Jesus meant when He said, “I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword” (10:34b).  When Jesus spoke of a “sword,” He wasn’t saying that He had 
come to wage physical warfare on the earth like the Muslim armies of the 7th 
century who spread Islam across North Africa and the Middle East through physical 
force.  Jesus was saying that the practical RESULT of His ministry would be that 
those who followed Him would experience conflict and division in this life 
precisely because they follow Jesus.    

 
C. Then in 10:35-36, Jesus tells His disciples just how serious this division would be—it would 

tear families apart.  “For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law” (10:35).  The family 
unit is the closest set of relationships we have in this life.  In America, where being an 
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individual is so highly prized, we don’t experience this as much as people do in eastern 
cultures.  But in many societies, the family is more important than anything else in that 
culture.  It is the source of meaning, identity, and purpose.  In Jewish homes in Jesus day, 
the father was the leader of the home and the loyalty owed to him was above most, if not 
all, other loyalties.1  Likewise, the mother was the leader of the females of the house and so 
she expected loyalty from her daughters and daughters-in-law.  But Jesus is saying that 
hatred against Him would be so great that even these close relationships would be torn 
apart by it.  “And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household” (10:36).  Earlier in 
His teaching, Jesus had warned of this reality: 

 
Matthew 10:21- “Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise 
against parents and have them put to death.”    
 
What could be the source of all this conflict?  Why would families be torn apart because of Jesus?  The 
reason is the sinful heart of men and women.   
 
“We are not to think it strange if the gospel tears apart families, and causes estrangement between the 
nearest relations.  It is sure to do so in many cases, because of the deep corruption of man’s heart.  So 
long as one man believes, and another remains unbelieving, so long as one is resolved to keep his sins, 
and another desires to give them up, the result of the preaching of the gospel must be division.  For this 
the gospel is not to blame, but the heart of man.”2  

 
-J.C. Ryle 

 
We know that Jesus’s words are true for our own day as well.  Some in this room have faced conflict in 
their homes because of Jesus.  So how should we apply Jesus teaching to our own lives?  Let me give 
you two applications: 
 

1. We must care for the members of our church who face conflict and division in their homes 
because of Jesus.  Whether it a Christian married to a non-Christian who is hostile to the gospel, 
or Christian parents who are struggling with a child who wants nothing to do with Christianity, 
or a brother or sister who is estranged from his or her siblings because of Christ, we need to be 
committed as a faith family to come alongside those suffering conflict and division for Christ’s 
sake and strengthen and encourage them.   
 

a. Perhaps that comfort will look like inviting them over to your home for a meal so that 
you can talk with them and pray with them about what they are facing.   
 

b. Perhaps it will look like writing them a note letting them know that you are thinking 
about them and grateful for their faithfulness to King Jesus despite the difficulty.   
 

                                                           
1
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids, William B. Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 1992), 266. 
 
2
 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2012 reprint), 86. 

[modernization mine] 
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c. It may look like caring for their physical needs if they are somehow affected financially 
by the conflict in their homes.   

 
d. It may look like an older, mature couple in the church “adopting” a younger family 

whose real family is hostile to them because of the Gospel and discipling them and 
caring for them.   

 
As a church, we need to remember that in Luke 18:29-30 Jesus made a promise to His disciples: 
 
Luke 18:29-30 – “And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or 
brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times 
more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.” 
 
As a local church, we are a part of the fulfillment of that promise.  We must love those in our faith 
family who face conflict in their family for Jesus’ sake.  And we must love them so well that they 
experience the fullness of Jesus’ promise that those who leave family for Christ will find a family in the 
people of God.  We must be a family! 

 
2. We need to expect this kind of suffering and conflict to increase as our own culture grows 

increasingly hostile to Biblical Christianity.  To be forewarned is to be forearmed.  In days past, 
many children of Christian parents left home without trusting in Jesus, but they would still 
respect their parents’ beliefs. But in our day, good is actively being called evil, and evil is actively 
being called good.  It seems likely that there will be an increasing disrespect and hostility 
towards Jesus and Biblical Christianity in our own country.  And so we should not be surprised 
if there is an increasing conflict within families and an increasing distance between family 
members because of Jesus and a commitment to Biblical Christianity.  But even if the members 
of our families become our “enemies” (10:36), we know that our responsibility as followers of 
Jesus is to LOVE our enemies (cf. Matt. 5:44).  May God strengthen us to obey! 

 
In our passage, we learn that loyalty to Jesus causes division, but we also see that… 
 

II. Loyalty to Jesus demonstrates worthiness (10:37-39) 
 
Matthew 10:37-39- “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it.” 
 

A. In 10:37-38, Jesus utters some of the most shocking statements of His ministry.  They force 
us to ask the question, “Who is this?”  Three times in these two verses, Jesus speaks of 
people who were not “worthy” of Him.  In 10:37, He says that those who loved their “father 
or mother” more than Him were not “worthy” of Him and that those who loved their “son or 
daughter” more than Him were not “worthy” of Him.  These are obviously the closest 
family relationships.  Jesus is NOT saying that it is wrong to love our fathers or mothers or 
sons or daughters.  But Jesus IS saying that those who follow Him must love Him 
SUPREMELY—“more” than father or mother or son or daughter.  Jesus demands the 
highest loyalty and the highest love. 
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B. Then in 10:38, Jesus says “whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me”  Now what Jesus means by “take up his cross” might be a little obscure to us in the 21st 
century, but it was crystal clear to the first century Jews who heard Jesus’ teaching.  
According to John MacArthur, just a few years prior to Jesus earthly ministry, a Roman 
general named Varus had ordered the crucifixion of 2000 Galileans after putting down a 
rebellion in Galilee.3  The Roman practice was to force the victims to carry the cross beam of 
their own crosses to the place of execution before being hung up on the cross to die.  To 
take up one’s cross is to lay down the right to one’s life.  It is to be willing to give up 
ANYTHING, including one’s life, if that is what it takes to follow Jesus.   

 
These are striking demands.  Jesus says that those who follow Him must love Him supremely—above 
any other relationship.  Jesus says that those who follow Him must be willing to sacrifice anything, 
including their lives, if necessary.  And He says that anyone who is not willing to do these things is not 
“worthy” of Him. 
 
What does it mean to be “worthy” of Jesus? 
 
We need to think about this.  Is Jesus saying that some people become “worthy” of Him by loving Him 
more than their family?  Is saying that we somehow EARN our salvation by being willing to sacrifice 
everything for Him?  No!  We know that no one EARNS their salvation.  No one is ‘worthy’ of being a 
Christian—salvation is all of grace.  So what is Jesus doing here?  I think He is doing two things: 
 

1. He is telling us that those who do not love Jesus more than family and who are not willing to 
take up their cross and follow Him do not have what it takes to follow Him. 

 
Luke 14:26-27- “Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone 
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple.” 
 

2. He is telling us who are the “worthy” ones in God’s eyes.  In the eyes of God, the ‘worthy’ ones 
of this world are not the rich and powerful and famous.  The ‘worthy’ are the ones who by faith 
follow Jesus down the difficult path of discipleship. 

 
Hebrews 11:37-38- “They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.” 

 
Who is Jesus?  If you were to ask people milling around the tourist sites of Williamsburg this summer 
that question you would probably get many different answers.  “He was a good man.”  “He was a great 
teacher of religion.”  “He was a prophet of God.”  But when you read about Jesus in the Bible—the only 
reliable source of information on Jesus—you discover that He is much more than this.  Jesus says things 
that no one else says.  Jesus demands things of His followers that no one else demands.  As one 
commentator put it, “No mere man has the right to demand a loyalty greater than that of a child for a 

                                                           
3
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1987), 233. 
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father.”4  And we could add that no mere man has the right to demand that someone lay down his or 
her life for him.  Only God is worthy of this kind of loyalty.  Friends, Jesus is God! 
 
Application:  For those of us who are Christians this morning the application is clear—Jesus must have 
the first place in our lives.  He must be our greatest love.  How can we tell that Jesus has the first place 
in our lives?  Let me give you some indicators: 
 

 We know Jesus has the first place in our lives when we make it a priority to spend time with Him 
regularly (daily?) through prayer and reading God’s word.  

 

 We know that Jesus has the first place in our lives when we obey His commands. 
 
John 14:15- “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
 

 We know that Jesus has the first place in our lives when we think about every other 
relationship in life in terms of how it impacts our relationship with Jesus.  So I want to love my 
wife well because by loving her, I am loving Jesus.  I want to raise my children in the nurture and 
instruction of the Lord because by doing so, I am honoring Jesus.  I want to help my lost co-
workers, neighbors, and family members come to know Christ because then THEY will love Jesus 
just as I do.   
 

 We know that Jesus has the first place in our lives when there is no sin that we are unwilling to 
forsake and no treasure in life that we are unwilling to part with for His sake. 

 

 We know that Jesus has the first place in our lives when we are willing to suffer loss for Jesus’s 
sake.   

 
“Work out your perfect will in my life, no matter the cost, now and forever.”  

 
-Betty Stam 

 
Application:  But even as you suffer in this life for the sake of Christ, remember who you are following!  
Jesus doesn’t just say “Take up your cross!”  Jesus says, “Take up your cross and follow ME!”  Jesus has 
walked the path of suffering before us and He knows where it leads.  Jesus is the great Captain of 
Heaven and He knows how to lead His people.  Jesus will lead us to heaven down the same path He 
took:  first suffering then glory! 
 
“It is a great encouragement to us, when we meet with crosses, that in bearing them we follow Christ, 
who has showed us the way; and that if we follow him faithfully, he will lead us through sufferings like 
him, to glory with him.”5 
 
          -Matthew Henry 

                                                           
4
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 268. 

5 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One 

Volume (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 1664. 
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The Question: Why should we do this?  Why should we follow Jesus?  Why should we love Him above all 
other relationships?  Why should we forsake this world for Jesus’ sake?  Why should we be willing to 
suffer for Him?  Jesus tells us in Matthew 10:39: 
 
Matthew 10:39- “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
 
In Matthew 10:39, Jesus promises that the man who lives for this world and tries to find his life in this 
world and have all his good things in this world will lose his “life.”  There are real joys in this life, but to 
LIVE for those joys is to live for a vapor—it won’t last.  Those who live for this world will be judged by 
God in the next.  But there is another promise in 10:39, “whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  
The one who lives for Jesus in this life—even though it leads to self-denial and perhaps even death—can 
be sure that he or she will find eternal life in the world to come.  The one who realizes this, realizes that 
we lose NOTHING by following Jesus.  
 
Illustration:  The great British preacher Martyn Lloyd-Jones understood this principle.  Before becoming 
a pastor of a small, struggling mission church in Wales and later Westminster Chapel in London, Lloyd-
Jones had been one of the most brilliant and respected doctors in England.  People were amazed that he 
would give up the fame and money that came along with such a profession.  But because he lived with 
an eye for eternity, Lloyd-Jones was of a different opinion. 
 
“I gave up nothing…I received everything.  I count it the highest honor that God can confer on any man 
to call him to be a herald of the gospel.”6 
 
This leads us to our last point: 
 

III. Loyalty to Jesus leads to eternal rewards (10:40-42) 
 
Matthew 10:40-42- “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent 
me. 41 The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the 
one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s 
reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, 
truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
 

A. In 10:40-42, Jesus concludes His teaching on mission (ministry) with encouragement.  
Jesus has taught His disciples that some people would reject them and their message (cf. 
10:16-25).  But in 10:40, we see that others would receive (lit. “welcome”) them.  And to 
welcome the disciples is to welcome the One who sent them out—Jesus.  And to welcome 
Jesus is to welcome the One who sent Jesus—God the Father.  What is God like?  He is God 
who rewards those who welcome His people. 
 

B. Look at HOW generously God will reward His people in 10:41-42!  In 10:41, we see that 
those who receive a prophet would receive a “prophet’s reward”—that is, a reward fitting 
for a prophet.  And those who receive a “righteous man” would receive the reward that 
fitting for a righteous person.  No good deed done to any of God’s people will go 

                                                           
6
 Iain Murray, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The First Forty Years (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1998 

reprint), 150. 
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unrewarded.  Even giving a glass of cold water to one of Jesus’ “little ones” because he or 
she is Jesus’ ‘disciple” will receive a glorious reward!   

 
Matthew 25:34-40- “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 
37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
In the eyes of God, a good thing done to even the least of His people is done to Him—and God 
rewards such loyalty generously!  Look again at Matthew 25:34—“inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.”  Brothers and sisters, the reward is eternal glory!    
 
Why should we be rewarded?    
 

Sometimes I think we can get a little uneasy when we begin to hear about eternal rewards for 
serving God in this life because we know that we have done NOTHING to DESERVE our salvation.  Our 
Salvation is ALL of grace.  But the NT is filled with teaching that God is going to reward His children for 
their faithful service to Him and to His people in this life.  But here is what we need to keep in mind—
God isn’t rewarding us because we have in our own power served Him.  No!  The wonder of God’s 
generosity is that we will be rewarded for the good things that God has done IN US by His grace and 
power!  It is God’s power that ENABLES us to obey (“Apart from me you can do nothing”- John 15:5).  
But our God is so good and so gracious that He will reward us for the good things He has enabled us to 
do.  That way, all praise and glory goes to Him!  Praise God for His grace!   
 
The Gospel 
 
 From beginning to end, salvation is all of grace.  You and I could do nothing to save ourselves.  
Our sins had separated us from God.  But in His great kindness, God sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect 
and sinless life and then die on the cross in the place of sinners.  Jesus bore the penalty of the sins of all 
who would ever turn from their sins and trust in Him.  Then He rose from the dead.  Now all who turn 
from their sins and trust in Him are forgiven of their sins and reconciled to God.  They have peace with 
God.   

But the amazing reality is that the goodness of God doesn’t end with forgiveness of sins.  God’s 
grace is at work in Christians leading and empowering them to serve Him in this life.  And God will 
reward us forever for the service that He empowered us to perform.  We serve a generous God! 
 
Conclusion 
 
 Friends, in our passage this morning we see things things about loyalty to King Jesus:   
 
-Loyalty to Jesus causes division 
-Loyalty to Jesus demonstrates worthiness 
-Loyalty to Jesus leads to eternal rewards 
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It will cost us much to be loyal to Jesus in this life, but the cost is well worth it!  One day in heaven will 
more than repay any suffering we experience in this life!   As J.C. Ryle said, we will marvel that we 
thought so much of our crosses and so little of our crowns.  May God help us serve our generous God 
this week! 
 
Let’s prayer… 


