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Resources for understanding how God uses persecution: 
The Heavenly Man- Brother Yun 
The Insanity of God- Nik Ripkin 

 
CFCW- 03/15/2015 

 
“Persecution” 

(Matthew 10:16-25) 
 
Introduction 
 
 A quick glance at headlines from around the world will convince you that 
persecution against Christians is a tragic reality in our day.  While Christians 
suffering persecution is nothing new, the reality of persecution is brought home 
more frequently and vividly due to the interconnectedness of the world and the 
24-hour a day news cycle.  Iran and North Korea continue to head the lists of 
national governments that are committed to the persecution of Christians.  But in 
recent days, persecution has taken on a more sinister face in the continual violent 
atrocities committed by militant Islamic groups such as ISIS and Boko Haram. 
 It is also evident that government-supported persecution against 
Christians is on the rise in the United States.  Let me give you a few examples:   
 

 In 2008 in New Mexico, Elaine Huguenin, owner of Elane Photography was 
found guilty of ‘sexual orientation’ discrimination for refusing to 
photograph the ‘commitment ceremony’ of a lesbian couple.    

 

 In 2013, a Christian couple (Aaron and Melissa Klein) was forced to close 
their bakery after suffering mob tactics from the LGBT community in 
Oregon because they refused to bake a cake for a gay marriage. 

 

 Earlier this year, Atlanta fire chief Kelvin Cochran was fired after it became 
known that he has published a book that stated homosexuality and other 
sexual perversions were sins.   

 

 Last month, many of us read about and prayed for Barronelle Stutzman, the 
owner of a flower shop in Washington, who currently risks not only her 
business, but all of her possessions, including her home, for refusing to 
deliver flowers and decorate a room for a gay marriage ceremony.  
Stutzman is a 70-year-old grandmother.   
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 And just this week, news broke about Navy chaplain Wes Modder who has 
been reassigned and is undergoing an investigation into his service because 
he holds that homosexuality and sex outside of marriage is a sin.   

 
The common thread in all of these instances of persecution in America is 

the clash between religious liberty and what many are calling “erotic” liberty.  It 
is a clash between Christians who are seeking to live out their convictions 
concerning biblical morality in the public sphere and those who would ban religion 
from the public sphere so that they can live out and celebrate their views of sexual 
freedom.  And given the recent rulings in all levels of the judiciary, it is clear that 
‘erotic’ liberty is triumphing over religious liberty at a staggering rate.  In this 
climate, churches who embrace a biblical sexual ethic would be naïve to think 
they will escape legal intimidation and direct persecution over the issue of 
homosexuality, gay marriage, and other forms of ‘erotic’ liberty.  Brother and 
sisters, it is just a matter of time.   

Looking at these instances of persecution in America, this comment by John 
MacArthur in his 1987 commentary on Matthew sounds amazingly prophetic.  
MacArthur wrote: 
 
“When its citizens turn away from the Lord and His standards, even the freest and 
most democratic of governments, including that of our own United States, will 
eventually inhibit the free expression and practice of the Christian faith in hostility 
to Christ and His Word.”1 
 

Friends, we shouldn’t be surprised by persecution.  The Bible promises 
that “all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 
3:12).  And since that is the case, we need to know what God has to say about 
about persecution.  This morning, we will study the Lord Jesus’ teaching on 
persecution in Matthew 10:16-25.   
 
Background 
 

 Last week, we began to look at Matthew 10, which contains the second of 
five major sections of Jesus’ teaching in the Gospel of Matthew.  As we said last 
week, the focus of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 10 is on “mission” (ministry).  In 
Matthew 10, Jesus is preparing His twelve disciples for their first missionary 

                                                           
1
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1987), 207. 
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journey throughout Galilee in Northern Israel.  As He does so, Jesus not only 
gives His twelve disciples practical instructions for ministry, but also warns them 
that they would face opposition for the sake of the Gospel message.  But Jesus is 
not only concerned to prepare the twelve apostles for their first missions trip in 
Galilee, but He is also preparing them for their subsequent ministry in taking the 
Gospel to ‘every nation’ (Matt. 28:18-20).  And beyond that, it is clear that Jesus 
is not only preparing the twelve apostles in this teaching. In Matthew 10, Jesus 
is preparing EVERY Christian in EVERY age for the work of ministry.  He is giving 
us principles that will help us in ministry and principles that will help us endure 
persecution.  Persecution will be our focus as we study Matthew 10:16-25.  

As I thought about how to organize the sermon this morning, it seems best 
to gather the main topics of Jesus’ teaching on persecution into four truths.   
 
MIM: Christians must wisely endure the persecution King Jesus sovereignly 
permits them to experience in this life.   
  
This morning we are going to learn four truths regarding persecution: 
-Persecution is certain 
-Christians must respond wisely to persecution 
-Persecution is ultimately aimed at Jesus 
-Jesus is Sovereign over persecution 
 

I. Truth #1—Persecution is certain (16-18; 21-22) 
 
Matthew 10:16-18, 21-22- “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they 
will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be 
dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and 
the Gentiles…21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, 
and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will 
be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.” 
 

A. Looking at this section of Scripture, we see that persecution is certain 
because of the nature of the world.  Jesus describes the situation for us 
in 10:16, “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.”  
The picture Jesus gives of Him sending His people into the world as 
sheep in the midst of wolves is pretty stark.  As we have mentioned on 
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a number of occasions, sheep do not do well among wolves.  Sheep are 
defenseless against wolves.  Wolves devour sheep because it is in their 
nature to do so. And the fact that the sheep are ‘in the midst of wolves” 
means that they have no escape route.  It is a recipe for conflict. 

 
Natural Man vs. Spiritual Man 
 
 We should consider that when Jesus refers to sheep and wolves, He is 
referring to animals which have different and conflicting natures.  By nature, 
sheep and wolves do not mix.  In the same way, we need to understand that 
what is going on in persecution is conflict between two fundamentally different 
kind of men—natural, unsaved man and spiritual, Christian man.  The natural 
man loves this world and the things of this world.  He loves his sin.  At the same 
time, natural man loves man-made religion that tells him he can be good enough 
for God and good enough to earn his own salvation.  But when the natural man 
comes into to contact with the spiritual man (Christian), he comes in contact with 
someone who does NOT love this world, but instead loves the “kingdom of 
heaven” (10:7).  At the same time, when the natural man comes in contact with 
the Christian, he is confronted with the gospel that declares that no man is good 
enough for God and that no man can earn his own salvation.  Like oil and water, 
the two do not mix.  And just as Cain murdered righteous Abel because God 
accepted Abel’s sacrifice, so the natural, fallen man will persecute Christians.   
 
Principle:  We need to realize that the root cause of persecution is not ultimately 
political, philosophical, or social.  The root cause of persecution is deeper—it is 
spiritual.  It gets down to the difference between the fallen, old nature of the 
non-Christians and the redeemed, new nature of the Christians.  It is in the nature 
of fallen, unregenerate men and women to violently hate the light.  
 
John 3:19-20- “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 
20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed.” 
 

B. Looking at 10:17-18 and 10:21, Jesus gives two different pictures of the 
kind of persecution His followers would face. 
 



5 
 

a. In Mathew 10:17-18 we see that it looks like persecution from 
the government (top-down persecution).  In 10:17, Jesus warns 
His disciples that they would be handed over to “courts” and 
flogged “in their synagogues.”  The fact that Jesus refers to 
flogging indicates that this is official legal punishment.2  The local 
Jewish community in the first century was authorized by the 
Roman government to punish criminals in their synagogues by 
flogging them with leather whips.  And after Christ rose from the 
dead and ascended into heaven that is what happened.  The 
Jewish community persecuted Christians violently.  Paul said that 
five times he received the forty lashes minus one (2 Cor. 11:24).  
In 10:18, Jesus says Christians would also be dragged before 
“governors and kings.”  So the persecution by the government 
would occur at both the local and national level.  

 
Illustration:  We know that this kind of governmental, top-down persecution is 
happening today.  In North Korea, the punishment for owning a bible is 
imprisonment in deadly labor camps.  The way the government finds out who 
owns a bible is by going to elementary student classrooms and holding up a Bible 
and asking the little children how many of them have ever seen a book that looks 
like this at their house.  The little children have no idea what it all means and they 
raise their hands if their parents have Bible.  And many children never see their 
parents again because the house is searched and when the Bible is found, the 
parents are taken to prison.   
 

b. In 10:21 we see that it also looks like persecution from the 
family and community (bottom-up persecution).  “Brother will 
deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death” (10:21).  
This form of persecution involves the break-down of families, 
which are the most basic unit of society.  Even the bond of family 
and blood relationship is not enough to keep the hatred of natural 
man from bursting forth against Christians in persecution.  In 
many countries those who become Christians are disowned by 
their families.  Sometimes those who become Christians are 

                                                           
2
 D.A. Carson, “Matthew” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. by Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1984), 248. 
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murdered by their families.  Jesus says that His disciples will be 
“hated by all” for His sake (10:22a).  
 

Looking at Jesus’ teaching here, it is clear that Jesus’ sheep will face danger both 
from above (hostile governments) and below (hostile family members).  
Persecuted Christians are often caught between a “rock and a hard place.” 
 
Question: Why does God permit his people to suffer persecution?  While many 
so-called pastors would teach that God would never want any of His children to 
suffer disease, poverty, or persecution in this life, this passage clearly teaches 
otherwise.  Jesus says, “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves.”  Why would Jesus do this?  In the infinite wisdom of God, I am sure 
there are many reasons. But let me offer two this morning: 
 

1. Our testimony to Jesus must be more important than our lives.  In 10:18b, 
Jesus says His disciples would “dragged before governors and kings for my 
sake, to bear witness before them and before the Gentiles.”  Thus, one of 
the ways that the message of Jesus (the Gospel) would be proclaimed is by 
Christians being brought before leaders, even as they are on trial for their 
life (e.g. Paul before Felix, Agrippa, and Caesar in Acts).  Brothers and 
sisters, our lives in this world are not precious to us, but the Gospel 
message is.  And if declaring it costs us our lives it is well worth it!   
 

2. The only way we can win the lost to Christ is by being among them.  Jesus 
sends us out as “sheep in the midst of wolves” because in His great 
kindness, Jesus is in the business of turning wolves into sheep—non-
Christians into Christians.  And the way Jesus does that is by sending 
followers to share the Gospel message with the lost, even though the lost 
will sometimes violently persecute them.    

 

 “[J]esus, the Good Shepherd, sends His disciples into the hostile world of ungodly 
souls, because that is where they can serve Him best and be most effective in 
winning others to Him.”3  
 

-John MacArthur 
 
 

                                                           
3
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15, 200.   
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Illustration: The remarkable thing about persecution is that even though 
persecution involves suffering, God often uses persecution to purify and 
strengthen His churches.  For this reason, one of the strategies of Christians in 
China is to prepare themselves to be faithful witnesses in prison.  That way, when 
they are imprisoned for preaching the Gospel, they are ready to share the Gospel 
with other prisoners, and more and more people become Christians.  The Gospel 
continues to spread.   
 
A word to non-Christians—If you are here this morning and you aren’t a 
Christian, we are glad you are with us.  Let me ask you, how does all of this sound 
to you?  Does it sound a little radical?  Like, being prepared to go to prison 
because you know that you will have the opportunity to share your faith there.  
Why would anyone do that?  There actually is an answer.  As Christians, we 
believe that there is something far better than having peace and prosperity and 
security in this world.  That something is having peace with God—having a 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Jesus has saved us from our sins and 
He is teaching us to live for Him.  And the more we know Him the more we see 
that He is worth living for and suffering for.  Jesus is our Treasure.  How did we 
become Christians?  We became Christians when we heard the Gospel and 
believed it.   
 

The Gospel 
 

 The Gospel is the message that God is a good and loving Creator who made 
us to know Him and serve Him. But we have all rebelled against God.  Instead of 
living for Him, we have lived for ourselves.  Our sin separated us from God.  And 
left to ourselves there was no way for us to be right with God.  We all deserved 
God’s punishment for our sin.  But God sent Jesus to live a perfect life in the place 
of sinful men and women.  Then Jesus died on the cross bearing the penalty of all 
who would ever turn from their sin and trust in Him for salvation.  And Jesus rose 
from the dead showing that God has accepted His perfect sacrifice.  The message 
of the bible is that all who turn from their sin and trust in Jesus are forgiven for 
their sin. Friend, if you are willing to trust in Christ, God will forgive you for your 
sins.  You will have a restored relationship with God.  If you want to learn more 
about that, I would encourage you to talk to one of the people around you this 
morning.  Ask them how they became a Christian.  They would love to share that 
with you.   
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Well, looking at our passage, we see that persecution is certain.  But we also see 
that… 
 

II. Truth #2—Christians must respond wisely to persecution (10:16, 19-20, 
23) 

 
Matthew 10:16, 19-20, 23- “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves…19 When they deliver you 
over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you 
are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father speaking through you…23 When they persecute you in one 
town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the 
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 
 

A. Looking at these verses, we see that Jesus wants His disciples to 
respond wisely to persecution.  He says that directly in 10:16b, “so be 
wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”  Most commentators agree 
that when Jesus says His disciples are to be “wise as serpents,” He is 
referring to a practical wisdom in knowing how to respond to the 
hostility of others.  Jesus’ disciples were not to be naïve, nor were they 
to be overly aggressive and belligerent.  Instead, they were to say the 
right things at the right time, they were to have a sense of what would 
be appropriate and helpful in any tense situation, and they were to 
figure out the best way to accomplish the work.4  As one commentator 
put it: 

 

“If we are to be sheep among wolves—and this is Jesus’ intention—then we 
should at least be smart sheep, sheep who use our heads, sheep who don’t 
overestimate the benevolence of wolves.’5  
 

Illustration: A great example of this kind of wisdom is seen in the life of Christ 
when He was asked by the Pharisees whether or not the Jews should pay tax to 
the Roman Emperor.  If Jesus had said, “No,” the Pharisees would have accused 
Him of sedition and had Him arrested by the Romans.  If He had said, “Yes,” then 
the crowds who hated paying taxes to Rome would have become angry and the 

                                                           
4
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15, 201. 

 
5
 Bruner cited in Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids: William B. 

Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 1992), 253.  
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Pharisees could have accused Him of being a traitor to His people.  But Jesus is 
altogether wise and so He answered, “Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are Gods.”  Jesus responded in such a way 
that even His enemies could find no way to accuse Him.  That is what it looks like 
to be wise as a “serpent.” 
 
Illustration: As our own country grows increasingly hostile to biblical sexual 
morality, those churches who embrace the teaching of the Bible on sex and 
marriage will need a similar wisdom to know how to respond to attacks that are 
sure to come.  This is one reason why we included a statement on marriage 
written by Tim McCallister in our church statement of faith. 
 

XVI. Of Marriage  
 

We believe that marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in a 
lifetime covenant of faithfulness, purity, and love. The foundation and 
model for this earthly union is the spiritual union of Christ, the loving 
bridegroom, and the Church, the bride made spotless by His sacrifice. For 
the marital relationship, and none other, God ordains the enjoyment of 
sexual intimacy, chiefly for the procreation of the human race. We believe 
that all other conceptions of marriage, and all human schemes that would 
appropriate the responsibilities and privileges exclusive to marriage, are 
opposed to the plain teaching of God’s word and must therefore be 
rejected by those who follow Christ. 

   

We want both the government and those who join Christ Fellowship to know 
precisely where we stand on this issue.  We want to be clear on this matter both 
so that a biblical teaching of marriage would be promoted and so that our church 
might have some protection against the lawsuits that churches will likely face on 
this issue in coming days.   
 

a. At the same Jesus says His disciples are to be “innocent as doves” 
(10:16b).  Commentators have a lot of different opinions on 
what this means, but I agree with those commentators who 
think it means that Christians are to be innocent of EVIL as they 
face persecution from the world.6  Christians are to be honest 
and sincere and pure in all their conduct even as they face the 
hostility of the world.   

                                                           
6
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 253.  
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B. So Christians definitely need to be WISE as they respond to 
persecution, but in our passage we also see that Christians need to 
TRUST God.  This is what Jesus is getting at in particular in 10:19-20 
where He gives instructions to those who have been imprisoned for 
their faith.  He says, “[D]o not be anxious how you are to speak or what 
you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that 
hour.   For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you” (10:19b-20).  This is not a promise for lazy pastors who do 
not want to prepare to preach on Sunday morning.  This is a promise 
for men and women who are in prison on account of their faith.  They 
are promised that God will give them the words to speak when they 
are put on trial for the Gospel.   

 

Illustration: And history demonstrates that God has been faithful to His promise.  
When the 14th century Czech reformer John Huss was burned at the stake for the 
Gospel, he said, “In 100 years, God will raise up a man whose calls for reform 
cannot be suppressed.”   100 years later, Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to 
door of the Wittenberg church.  When 16th century English Reformers Nicholas 
Ridley and Hugh Latimer were being burned at the stake for the Gospel, the 
elderly Latimer turned to Ridley and said, “Be of good cheer, master Ridley, and 
play the man; we shall this day light such a candle in England, as I hope, by 
God's grace, shall never be put out.”  Shortly after their death, the Reformation 
in England was saved as Queen Elizabeth came to power.  And the violent 
martyrdoms of good men like Ridley and Latimer played no small part in bringing 
this about.   
 

C. But even as Christians must trust God in persecution, they must also 
know when to FLEE persecution.  This is what Jesus tells His disciples in 
10:23, “When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I 
say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before 
the Son of Man comes.”  Here Jesus commands His disciples to flee 
persecution.  Sometimes God might call a particular Christian to stay in 
a hostile area.  I know of a woman who very strongly felt called to stay 
in Afghanistan when it was very dangerous to do so, and she was 
martyred as a result.  But, generally, the principle Jesus wants His 
people to understand is that it is okay to promote the Gospel by leaving 
a hostile area so that they can live to preach the Gospel in another.  
While Americans do not like the idea of fleeing, fleeing persecution is 
not cowardice.  It is DIRECT OBEDIENCE to the command of King Jesus.    
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Illustration: That is why in the book of Acts we see several times where the 
disciples fled persecution (e.g. after the martyrdom of the Apostle James by 
Herod Agrippa (Acts 12) and in the life of Paul who fled from towns on a number 
of occasions).  And Christians have been forced to flee at times throughout 
Church history.  But God has overruled the evil so that the Gospel has been 
spread to other areas as a result.   
 
Friends, persecution is certain.  And our passage teaches us that we must 
respond wisely to it so that the Gospel might be advanced.   
 

III. Truth #3—Persecution is always ultimately directed towards Jesus 
(10:18a; 22a, 24-25) 

 
Matthew 10:18a, 22a, 24-25- “and you will be dragged before governors and 
kings for my sake…22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake…24 A disciple 
is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household.” 
 

A. Here we see the ultimate reason why Christians face persecution in 
this life.  The world, under the sway of Satan and sin, hates Jesus.  
Imprisonment (10:18a), hatred (10:22a), slander (10:25), all of these 
forms of persecution will fall upon Christians because they follow Jesus.  
“Beelzebul” in 10:25b, was the name of a pagan, Canaanite god that the 
Jews used to refer to Satan, the enemy of God.  So, in calling Jesus 
Beelzebul, His enemies were saying that He was Satan.  This is 
remarkable when you consider who Jesus is.  Jesus is the only perfect 
Man who ever lived.  His life was marked by love and generosity and 
holiness. He served countless thousands—healing them and teaching 
them God’s word.  But His enemies called Him “Satan.”  And if Jesus 
was slandered in that way, His disciples should not expect better 
treatment.  That is why He says what He does in 10:24-25a: “A disciple is 
not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.  It is enough for 
the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master” (10:24-
25a).  Jesus is saying that those who follow Him can expect to be 
persecuted just as He was persecuted.       
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Application: So Christian brother or sister, when you are mocked for believing the 
Bible is the word of God, and when people call you narrow-minded, and when 
friends reject you because you are a Christian, don’t despair.  You are suffering 
for Jesus’ sake.  When people accuse you of being filled with hate because you 
hold to a biblical view of marriage, realize you are simply suffering on account of 
Jesus’ name.  Don’t worry and don’t be sad.  Instead, follow the command Jesus 
gives in Matthew 5:11-12. 
 
Matthew 5:11-12- “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 
 
Even though persecution is painful, we need to remember that all persecution is 
ultimately against Jesus, and we need to rejoice that we belong to Him.  Finally, 
and more briefly… 
 

IV. Truth #4—Jesus is sovereign over persecution (10: 16a; 22) 
 
Matthew 10:16a; 22-“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves…22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved” 
 

A. We see the sovereignty of Jesus over persecution here.  He says, 
“Behold (lit. Pay attention!), I am sending you out…”  In the original 
language the word “I” is intensified.  Jesus is claiming full responsibility 
for sending His followers out into the hostile world. Jesus is not in 
heaven this morning looking at the persecution of Christians around the 
world and fretting and fearing wondering how to stop it.  Jesus is in 
complete control.  And that means that you and I can trust Him when 
we go through persecution.  We can trust Him because we know that 
God works all things in lives of Christians, even persecution, for our 
eternal good.   
 

a. And that eternal good is what we see Jesus promise in 10:22b- 
“the one who endures to the end will be saved.”  Again, Jesus is in 
complete control.  There is an end game to persecution in the 
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believer’s life.  When the Christian has gone through the fiery 
trial, he or she WILL be saved forever by God.  They will be with 
God forever and ever!  No one can snatch God’s people from His 
hands.  Our souls are safe with Him! 

 
James 1:12- “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he 
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to 
those who love him.” 
 
Conclusion 
 
 We have seen much about persecution from this passage.  We have learned 
that: 
 

 Persecution is certain 

 Christians must respond wisely to persecution 

 Persecution is ultimately aimed at Jesus 

 Jesus is Sovereign over persecution 
 
Let me end our time together this morning with some brief thoughts for 
application.  You and I probably haven’t faced much persecution, but darker days 
may perhaps be coming.  How should we prepare?  Five brief thoughts: 
 

1. Don’t make it your goal to be comfortable in this life.  Make it your goal to 
follow Jesus wherever He leads you. 
 

2. Know God—Study the character and attributes of God.  Become familiar 
with what it means that God is sovereign, that God is all-powerful, all-wise, 
and good.  The character of God is a comfort to the people of God when 
they experience suffering. 
 

3. Know the Bible—pick it up and study it.  Read it.  You and I take it for 
granted that we will always have quick and easy access to the Bible.  But 
that may not be the case.  Prepare yourself for that possibility by 
memorizing scripture.  Hide God’s word in your heart. 
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4. Meditate on the greatness of your salvation.  If you are in Christ, you have 
been rescued from the punishment your sin deserved—eternal Hell.  You 
may suffer persecution in this life, but remember that this life is all the 
Hell you will ever experience.   
  

5. Meditate on the end of your journey.  If you are in Christ, you are headed 
somewhere.  You are headed to a land of blessing and delight and joy.  You 
will reign with Christ forever.  Isn’t that worth the suffering of this life? 

 
May God apply His truth to our hearts and prepare us to be faithful to Him in 
our day!   
 
Jude 24-25- “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, 
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”  
 
Let’s pray… 


