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CFCW – 02/08/2015 
 

“Jesus Deserves Joyful Worship” 
(Matthew 9:14-17) 

 
Introduction 
 
 Joy is one of the major themes of the New Testament.  As you read through your English NT, 
you will find that the word “joy” appears 62 times (ESV) and that  some form of the word “rejoice” 
(rejoice, rejoiced, rejoicing) appears 73 times (ESV).  Clearly, joy is something that is supposed to 
characterize the life of a believer.  The book of Philippians is a prime example of this.  In the four 
chapters of Philippians, Paul uses words “joy” and “rejoice” 12 times.  Let me give you a few examples.  
 
Philippians 2:17-18- “Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad (Gk. χαίρετε; rejoice) and 
rejoice with me.”  
 
Philippians 3:1- “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord.” 
 
Philippians 4:4- “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” 
 
Philippians 4:10- “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me.” 
 

As you study the concept of joy in the NT, you find that Christians are commanded to rejoice in 
many different things, even in trials and persecution.  But when you study those commands you realize 
that our joy as Christians isn’t ultimately focused on our present circumstances or some position or 
some possession we might acquire.  Ultimately, our joy as Christians is focused on a Person—the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We rejoice in our Savior and the in the salvation He has purchased for us on the cross.  
As we look at the teaching of our Lord Jesus this morning, we will see this theme of joy shine through.  
We will see that to be in the presence of Jesus is to have true and lasting joy.           
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are continuing our study of the Gospel of Matthew.  For the past several 
weeks we have been studying Matthew chapters 8-9.  In these chapters, Matthew gathers together 10 
miracles which demonstrate that Jesus is far more than just a good, moral teacher of religion.  The 
powerful miracles of Jesus prove that He is the authoritative Messiah—The Son of God and King of 
Israel. 
 Last week, we covered Matthew 9:9-14 and saw that the opposition to Jesus’ ministry was really 
beginning to build.  While the common people flocked to Jesus and heard Him gladly (Mark 12:37), the 
religious leaders of Israel had a growing dislike for Jesus.  They viewed Him as a religious upstart who 
seemed determined to undermine their entire system of righteousness.  The scribes and Pharisees were 
convinced that they could keep God’s law well enough to earn God’s approval.  But Jesus was teaching 
the people that the righteousness of the “scribes and Pharisees” was not enough (Matt. 5:20).  As a 
result, the scribes and Pharisees were beginning to hate Jesus. 
 This week we are going to look another group of people who didn’t understand Jesus—the 
disciples of John the Baptist.  John was a rugged teacher righteousness.  His clothing was rough.  He 
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lived in the wilderness.  His food was “locusts and wild honey” (3:4).  John the Baptist recognized that 
Jesus was the Messiah and had urged his disciples to follow Jesus.  Some did (cf. John 1:35-39).  But 
others continued to follow John and his teachings.  When John was arrested (cf. Matt. 4:12), these 
disciples were not sure what to do.  They were confused by Jesus and His seeming lack of concern for 
fasting, which they considered to be an essential expression of devotion to God.  So in our passage 
they came to Jesus with a question.  The way Jesus answered the question of these disciples gives us 
great insight into Christian joy and Christian worship.   
 
MIM: Jesus is always worthy of joyful worship. 
 
This morning we will see two realities from our passage: 
-Christian joy is centered on Jesus. 
-Christian worship should reflect this joy.   
 
Exposition of Matthew 9:14 
 
Matthew 9:14- “Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but 
your disciples do not fast?” 
 
 In 9:14, we see some disciples of John the Baptist approach Jesus with a question:  “Why do 
we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?”  We don’t know exactly when this took 
place, but Matthew, Mark, and Luke all recorded the calling of Matthew, the accusation of the Pharisees 
regarding  Jesus’ feasting with “tax collectors and sinners,” and this question regarding fasting together 
in their gospels.  So it is probable that all three events took place around the same time.  Perhaps the 
disciples of John were fasting on the very day that they observed Jesus and His disciples feasting with 
Matthew and his friends.1  They must have been stunned by how DIFFERENT John the Baptist and Jesus 
seemed.  John the Baptist lived a solitary life, eating locusts and honey in the wilderness, but Jesus 
seemed to enjoy eating and drinking with “tax collectors and sinners” (9:11).   

The question of these disciples of John dealt with the worship of God.  Jews in the first century 
viewed religious activities like fasting and almsgiving (charity) and prayer as signs of devotion to God (cf. 
Matt. 6:1-18).2  So in their thinking, one of the ways people worshipped God was by fasting.  While the 
OT only required one fast each year on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29), the Pharisees fasted twice 
a week (cf. Luke 18:12), and it is possible that these disciples of John had picked up that practice as 
well.3  Compared with their rigorous practice of FASTING, Jesus’ habit of FEASTING with “tax-collectors 
and sinners” probably made Him look spiritually suspect.  Jesus’ behavior wasn’t lining up with what 
they expected of a Jewish rabbi.   

More to the point of the question, not only was Jesus not fasting, but His disciples weren’t 
fasting either.   So their question really amounted to this:  All the accepted Jewish religious leaders fast 
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as a sign of devotion to God and we also fast.  “So why are you not teaching your disciples to fast as 
well?”  

 
What are we to make of these disciples of John? 
 

I think the disciples of John were sincerely asking this question.  I don’t think they were accusing 
Jesus of wrong like the Pharisees had done when they confronted Jesus’s disciples and pointed out with 
scorn that Jesus was eating with “tax collectors and sinners” (9:11).  Rather, these disciples of John 
were probably honestly confused by what they were seeing and they were concerned that Jesus and 
His disciples were going against the accepted religious standards of the day.4  In 9:15-17, Jesus 
responds to the question of the disciples of John using three illustrations which give insight into why He 
and His disciples were behaving as they were.  From these three illustrations, I want us to learn two 
realities this morning.    
 

I. Christian joy is centered on Jesus. (9:15)   
 
Matthew 9:15- “And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is 
with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.” 
 

A. In 9:15, we see Jesus respond the way He often does in the Gospels—He uses a 
word picture.  Jesus draws an analogy between the behavior of His disciples and the 
behavior of “wedding guests” at a wedding.  The words translated “wedding 
guests” here is a Greek phrase that more literally reads “sons of the bridal hall.”  
The “sons of the bridal hall” were not ordinary guests at a wedding.  They stood 
closest to the groom and had an essential role to play in the wedding ceremony.5   

   
Illustration:  Some background on Jewish weddings in the first century helps explain what Jesus is 
saying.  Weddings were a big deal in the Jewish community of the first century.  This was so much the 
case that it was the duty of every man who met a wedding procession to join the procession and 
participate in the festivities.6  The marriage itself took place in several stages.  First, the betrothal took 
place where the bridegroom and the bride’s father would agree on the terms of marriage.  From that 
point on the couple was considered legally married, but they did not yet live together.  Within 12 
months the actual wedding ceremony would take place.  Then, on the day of the actual wedding 
ceremony, the bride was accompanied by “sons of the bridal hall” as they travelled in procession to the 
bridegroom’s house.  There the bride and groom along with the “sons of the bridal hall” and other 
guests would enjoy the wedding feast which could last at times more than a day.  Finally, at the end of 
the festivities, the bridegroom and bride would be led to the bridal chamber, and the couple would 
begin their life together.7  So throughout the wedding the focus of the “sons of the bridal hall” was on 
celebrating and rejoicing with the bridegroom and the bride.   

                                                           
4
 John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Mood Press, 

1987), 68. 
 

5
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 224. 

 
6
 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 1993 

reprint), 244. 
 
7
 Ibid., 245. 



4 
 

B. In contrast to the joy and celebration of a wedding, fasting is often an expression 
of grief and sorrow.  That is why Jesus answers as He does saying, “Can the wedding 
guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them?”  Obviously, the answer is 
“No”.  Jesus isn’t saying that fasting is bad in-and-of-itself.  Rather, Jesus was telling 
these disciples of John that it would be inappropriate for His disciples to fast 
because they were even then with the “bridegroom,” Jesus.  Jesus had come to 
purchase His bride.  The wedding ceremony between God and His people was 
beginning.  It was not a time for fasting and mourning, but for joy and celebration.  
Now of all people, the disciples of John the Baptist should have understood this 
because John himself had pointed out that Jesus was the bridegroom in John 3:28-
30. 

 
John 3:28-30- “You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent 
before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands 
and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 
He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
 
But like the Pharisees, these disciples of John didn’t recognize Jesus as the Messiah and so they failed 
to rejoice. 
 

C. In 9:15b, we see that Jesus realized the joy of His disciples would not ALWAYS be 
unmixed with sorrow.  So Jesus continued, “The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.”  The word “taken 
away” here speaks of a violent taking away.8  Jesus is clearly referring to the cross.  
When Jesus was taken away from them, THEN it would be appropriate for Jesus’ 
disciples to fast.    

 
As I meditated on this passage this week it was striking to me to consider how Jesus referred to 
Himself as the “bridegroom” here.  Jesus IS the Messiah.  And His assumption is that to be in His 
presence is to experience “fullness of joy” (Psalm 16:11).  In light of this, I want us to make three 
observations about the joy of the Christian.   
 

a. Observation #1—Our joy in Jesus should be great.  In 9:15, by using the illustration of a 
wedding and comparing Himself to the bridegroom, Jesus is really giving us a picture of what 
life in the Kingdom of Heaven is like.  Life in the Kingdom of Heaven is filled with joy like 
that of a wedding.  And just as the “wedding guests” rejoice in the bridegroom, so the 
disciples of Jesus should rejoice in Jesus! 
 

Illustration:  We know something of the joy and celebration that accompanies a wedding.  You’ve seen 
this.  Everyone is happy and smiling. The groom is down at the front of the church waiting for his bride 
with anticipation.  Then the bride, beautifully dressed, comes out and everyone in the building stands 
and looks at her as she approaches her groom.  They are married and then there is a time of celebration.  
Weddings give us a great picture of joy--the kind of joy that Christians should experience as we follow 
Jesus.    
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Application: We know from God’s word that we are ALWAYS to rejoice (“Rejoice always”; 1 Thes. 5:16).  
But we also know from our experience that we don’t always feel like rejoicing.  Is it even possible to 
“rejoice always”?  Many times we face difficulties that so shake us that the farthest thing from our 
minds is rejoicing.  But still the command to rejoice stands.  How can the Bible command us to always 
rejoice?  The Apostle Paul helps us here: 
 
Philippians 4:4- “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” 
 
According to the Bible, so our joy isn’t ultimately supposed to be rooted in anything in this world—
either good or bad.  Rather, we are commanded to rejoice in Jesus, and in the salvation He has 
accomplished for us on the cross, and in the good work that He is doing in us by His Spirit, even in the 
MIDST of the trials of this life.  We need to remember that our Savior is always worth rejoicing in! 
 
Why should we rejoice in the Lord always?  We can always rejoice in Jesus because: 
 

1. Jesus is always faithful.  Unlike the shifting circumstances of our lives, Jesus is always constant 
and dependable.  We can trust in Him! 

 
Hebrews 13:8- “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
 

2. Jesus is always WITH us.  Earthly friends and even family may reject us, but Jesus is always with 
us as we go through both the blessings and troubles of life. 

 
Matthew 28:20- “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

3. 3. Jesus is always FOR us.  One pastor said our constant temptation as men and women who 
struggle through life is to think that God is just tolerating us.  But Jesus loves us and is for us.  
He knows our struggles and temptations and is even now interceding for us before the Father 
(Hebrews 7:25)! 
 

Hebrews 7:25- “[He] is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for them.” 
 

4. Jesus is always our righteousness.  If we would experience deep joy in Jesus, we simply need to 
realize that we will never be acceptable to God on the basis of our own works of righteousness.  
But through faith, Jesus has become our righteousness.  And even though our obedience is not 
perfect, the righteousness we have in Christ is always perfect. 
   

2 Corinthians 5:21- “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
  
Friends, there is so much more we can say.  But I hope these truths have encouraged you to rejoice in 
the Lord.  In 9:15, Jesus assumes that His disciples should rejoice in His presence and in light of who 
Jesus is, that makes sense. 
 
Christian joy is centered on Jesus and so it should be great joy! 
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b. Observation #2—Our joy in Jesus is mixed with sorrow in this life.  Jesus hints at this in this 
passage as well.  The disciples ate and drank with Jesus.  They rejoiced in Him during His 
earthly ministry.  It wasn’t a time for fasting when they were with Jesus.  But in 9:15, Jesus 
said, “the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will 
fast.”  We noted this referred to the crucifixion.  When Jesus was crucified, the disciples 
mourned.  Jesus rose from the dead and for a time, the joy of being in His presence was 
restored.  But then Jesus ascended to Heaven and left His disciples the task of evangelizing 
the world.  They faced persecution and hardships.  Their joy was mixed with both sorrow 
and longing.  Then it was an appropriate time to fast.  The joy of the disciples continued, but 
it was mixed with sorrow.  Paul could speak of himself “as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” (2 
Cor. 6:10).     

 
Those of us who are following Jesus this morning know just how true this is.  We do rejoice in Jesus.  
He is our greatest treasure.  But our joy is mixed with sorrow as well.  Why is that?   
 

 Our joy is mixed with sorrow because this world is fallen.  The Bible is honest about the fallen-
ness of the world.  So-called “Christian” Scientists might claim that suffering and death are just 
illusions, but the Bible does that teach that.  Suffering and death are a result of the Fall (Sin), 
and even though we have been given new life in Christ, we will still face the sufferings and 
sorrows of this life—including the sufferings and sorrows of those we love.   We live with things 
like infertility, infant mortality, cancer, disease epidemics, natural disasters, and they cause 
great sorrow in this life.     
 

 Our joy is mixed with sorrow because of our own sin.  This is the sorrow that weighs heaviest 
on the heart of the Christian.  We still sin.  We know what is right and we long to do what is 
right, but time and again, we fall into sin and patterns of sin and it grieves us.  We fail to love the 
Lord and we fail to love others as we should and it grieves us. 

 

 Our joy is mixed with sorrow because we try to find ultimate joy in things other than Jesus.  
This one obviously follows, but one of the ways we sin is by trying to find our joy and fulfillment 
and contentment in life in something other than Jesus and our relationship with God.  The Bible 
calls this idolatry, and it was the great sin of the people of Israel in the OT.  When we try to 
replace our joy in Jesus with joy in something else it leads to frustration, loss, shame.  

 
1. Some of us try to find ultimate joy in our relationships with others, but we discover that 

other people let us down and we let other people down as well.   
 

2. Some of us try to find ultimate joy through “success” in life.  But it doesn’t matter how 
many degrees you earn or how many promotions you receive or how many things you 
own, they are not enough to satisfy the human heart.  You will always ask, “Isn’t there 
something more to life than this?” 
   

3. Some of us try to find our ultimate joy in personal righteousness.  We like knowing 
more about the Bible or theology than others, but then we meet someone who knows 
more than we do.  We take great delight our spiritual disciplines, but we know that we 
never serve Jesus as well as we should.  We pin our hopes upon our children and how 
they will turn out, but just as we fail others so our children fail us.   
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Friends, all of these things are insufficient foundations for joy in this world.  When we seek ultimate joy 
in things other than Jesus, they fail us like a mirage fails a thirsty man in the desert.   
 

 Our joy is mixed with sorrow because we are not yet with Jesus.  We experience much joy and 
blessing through the grace of God in this life, but in the heart of a genuine Christian there is a 
longing to depart and be with Jesus.  And the more we grow in grace and come to know the 
Savior, the more we want to be with Him.  We say with the Apostle Paul: 

 
Philippians 1:23- “My desire is to depart and be with Christ.” 
 
Application: What about you this morning, do you know something of this longing to depart and be with 
Christ?  If you do, it is good evidence that you are true believer.  Our hearts should grow in longing to be 
with Christ, for that is far better! 
 
Christian joy is centered on Jesus, but it is mixed with sorrow in this life.  That leads us to our third 
observation… 
 

c. Observation #3—Our joy in Jesus will be full forever in heaven.  Look against at 9:15 and 
think about the imagery of a wedding that Jesus uses here.  Now consider that this isn’t the 
only place in the Bible where we hear of a great wedding with Jesus as the Bridegroom.   

 
Revelation 19:6-9- “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright 
and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: 
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are 
the true words of God.”  
     
In Matthew 9:15, we see Jesus refer to Himself as the Bridegroom and His disciples as the wedding 
guests.  And in Revelation 19:6-9, we see a picture of the great wedding day when Jesus will marry His 
bride—the Church.  When Jesus refers to Himself as the “bridegroom,” it was ultimately this 
wedding—the marriage supper of the Lamb—that He was anticipating.  You and I who are believers in 
Jesus will be a part of the joy of that marriage.  And we know that the joys of heaven will endure 
forever. 
 
Christian joy is centered on Jesus, and our joy in Jesus will be full forever in heaven! 
 
Before we move on to 9:16-17, I want us to see how this passage points us to the Gospel.   
 
The Gospel 
 
 In 9:15, Jesus refers to the “bridegroom” being taken away.  He wasn’t referring to any aspect of 
the Jewish marriage ritual.  As we have said, He was referring to His death on the cross.  Why did Jesus 
have to die?  Jesus had to die because of our sin.  God created us to love and serve Him, but all of us 
have rejected God.  Instead of living for God we have lived for ourselves. The Bible calls this sin and the 
Bible teaches that what we deserve for our sin is death.  But Jesus came to rescue sinners from our 
sins.  He came to earth and lived a perfect life in the place of sinners.  He died on the cross paying for 
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our sins of sinful men and women.  But then He rose from the dead showing that God had accepted His 
sacrifice.  Now all who turn from their sins and trust in Jesus Christ alone are forgiven of their sins.  They 
are reconciled to God.   

But the Bible gives us further insight into this good news.  What was Jesus doing on the cross?  
Paul tells us in Ephesians 5 that He was giving Himself up in order to provide Himself with a bride—a 
redeemed humanity, sinful men and women who through faith in Jesus would be washed, cleansed, 
transformed and made new.  In the words of Ephesians 5:27, Jesus died on the cross… 

 
Ephesians 5:27- “so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” 
 
Jesus, the “bridegroom” of Matthew 9:15, is the Savior who came to die in behalf of His people so that 
they might be saved, washed, and united to Him forever!  Have you trusted in Jesus?  Have you rested in 
His sacrifice?  If you will turn from your sins and trust in Him this morning, then Jesus will be your 
‘bridegroom” and one day you will take part in the marriage supper of the Lamb!  I pray that you will! 
Looking at this passage we see that our joy should be centered on Jesus.  But we also see… 
 

II.  Christian worship should reflect this joy (9:16-17) 
 
Matthew 9:16-17- “No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away 
from the garment, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the 
skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, 
and so both are preserved.” 
 

A. Looking at 9:16-17, we need to remember that the fundamental concern of the 
disciples of John was one of worship—how we should worship God.  They were very 
concerned about outward forms of devotion such as fasting.  They were 
concerned that Jesus and his disciples were failing to live up to and perhaps even 
going against the prevailing religious structures and forms of the day.  They 
understood that their sin was serious and that mourning and fasting over one’s sin 
was appropriate.  But these disciples of John completely failed to realize one 
crucial matter—Jesus was the “bridegroom,” the Messiah who had come to bring 
everlasting salvation and joy to His people.    
 

B. The fact that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah changed everything!  Instead of 
the washings, tithes, and fasts of first century Judaism, Jesus was bringing a new 
way of worship.  To make the point Jesus gives two illustrations (Luke calls them 
parables- Luke 5:36), one in 9:16 and one in 9:17.    

 
a. The parable of the unshrunk patch (9:16)—In 9:16, Jesus gives a simple 

illustration that these men would have immediately understood.  No one 
would use a new piece of unshrunk cloth to patch up a tear in an old 
garment because when it was washed, the patch would shrink and tear 
away from the old garment, making the tear worse.  The new patch is 
incompatible with the old garment. 
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b. The parable of the wine and wineskins (9:17)— Jesus says no one would 
put new wine in old wineskins.  As the name suggests, a wineskin was made 
from the skin of animal.  The skin would be uncut except at the neck and the 
legs.  The leg openings would be stitched closed and the skin itself would be 
dried and treated to minimize bad taste.9  But overtime, the wineskin would 
grow old and begin to crack.  It would lose its elasticity.  So if someone tried 
to put new wine in an old wineskin, the pressures of the fermentation of the 
wine would be too much for the old wineskins and it would burst.  New 
wine was incompatible with old wineskins.  New wine needed to be put in 
new wineskins so that both would be preserved.   

 
Both of these parables teach the same thing—Jesus had not come to patch up first-century Judaism or 
even to start a new movement within first-century Judaism.  The old wineskins of first century Judaism 
were cracked and spoiled.  Jesus was bringing something new.  Jesus was bringing in the fullness of the 
NEW COVENANT that had been promised in the OT, but was now coming to pass.  Jesus was bringing 
in a new way to approach God that was centered on Himself (“new wine skins”).  And so His disciples 
would worship Him in new ways (“new wine”).   
 
What does it mean when Jesus says that “new wine is put into fresh wineskins” (9:17)?  It refers to 
new ways of worship.   
 
-While the religious leaders of Jesus’ day sought to worship God through ritual, we now worship God 
through faith in Christ. 
   
-While the religious leaders of Jesus’ day worshipped at a particular location (the Temple), we now 
worship in “spirit and truth” (John 4:24).   
 
-While the religious leaders of Jesus’ day worshipped according to the traditions of the elders, we 
worship God according to the commands of the New Testament.   
 
-While the religious leaders of Jesus day sought to earn God’s favor through outward acts of devotion 
like almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, our worship is marked by JOY because JESUS has earned God’s favor 
in our behalf.   
 
You see, the “new wine” of our worship is acceptable to God this morning not because of our merit, but 
because of Christ.  And so our worship should be characterized by joy—a joy that recognizes that Jesus 
is our “bridegroom” who has made us acceptable to God! 
   
Application: One brief word of application.  I know that at times, as individuals, you and I struggle to 
rejoice as we gather to worship on Sunday morning.  Each of us faces particular trials and the cares of 
the world press in upon us.  But do you see the responsibility we have to worship Jesus with joy?  In 
light of all Jesus has done for us and in light of all He is to us and in light of all He will be for us for all 
eternity, the services of Christ Fellowship should be a marked by joy IN JESUS!  A robust worship 
marked by joy in the Savior will make our church attractive to those seeking a Savior.   
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Conclusion 
 
The Bible commands us to “rejoice always” and this morning we seen why we can do just that.  Jesus is 
our “bridegroom.”  He is the focus of our joy in this life.  May our worship of Him reflect that reality!  
May we live joyfully this week as we seek to serve Him!  Let’s pray… 


