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   CFCW- 02/01/2015 
 

“Jesus Came to Save Sinners” 
(Matthew 9:9-13) 

 
Introduction 
  
 As they study the Bible, it surprises many people to discover that there is more than one way to 
be far from God.  When we think of someone who is far from God, we tend to think of the person who 
is living openly and defiantly for sin—all sin and any sin.  This is the person who loves sin and runs after 
it, even though it often leads him or her to dark places.  This is the person we tend to think of as a 
“sinner”—the rebel, the thief, the murderer, the drunkard, or the prostitute.  If you know the story of 
the Prodigal Son in Luke 15, this is the younger brother who took his inheritance from his father and 
wasted it on drinking parties, prostitutes, and reckless living.   
 But the Bible tells us there is another way to be far from God.  The other way to be far from 
God is to try to be good enough for God.  This is the path of legalism.  The legalist is very moral.  He 
loves the rules, loves to follow the rules, and loves to let others know how good he is at following the 
rules.  The legalist loves to look down on others who do not follow the rules as well as he does.  In the 
story of the Prodigal Son, this is the older brother who stayed at home and faithfully did everything his 
father requested of him, but did not love his father.     

While their lives look completely different, the Bible teaches that the one who tries to be 
good enough for God is just as far from God as the obvious “sinner”.  Many people assume Christianity 
teaches that God wants us to be “good, very good.”  They think the Bible teaches that being a good, 
moral person is to way to insure that you will go to heaven.  But the Bible does not teach this at all.  
The Bible teaches that Jesus came to save all kinds of sinners—including the religious and the 
rebellious.  Jesus is willing to save anyone who realizes their need for Him and so turns to Him for 
salvation.  But as we study the Bible, we find that OFTEN, it is the openly rebellious people who realize 
their need for Jesus and are saved, while the religious people reject Jesus and are lost.   We will see 
this reality as we study our passage this morning.   
 
Background 
 
 This morning we are continuing our study of the Gospel of Matthew.  We have been looking at 
Matthew 8-9 over the past several weeks, learning about the miracles of Jesus.  In Matthew 8-9, 
Matthew records ten miracles that Jesus performed during his ministry in the region of Galilee in 
northern Israel.  Obviously, these were not the only miracles that Jesus performed during His ministry in 
Galilee, but Matthew gathered these miracles together to make a point about Jesus.  The miracles Jesus 
performed during His ministry prove that Jesus was the authoritative Messiah—the Son of God and 
King of Israel.    
 Last week, we looked at Jesus’ healing of the paralyzed man (9:1-8) and learned that Jesus can 
forgive sins.  At the same time, we learned that not everyone who knew Jesus approved of Him.  Certain 
religious leaders of Israel (“scribes”; cf. Matt. 9:3; “scribes and Pharisees”; cf. Luke 5:21) were offended 
when Jesus forgave the paralyzed man’s sins and accused Him of blasphemy.  This was the beginning of 
the opposition of the religious leaders of Israel to Jesus’ ministry.  In our passage for study morning we 
will see that opposition to Jesus begin to increase.  But we will also see that Jesus refused to let such 
opposition keep Him from rescuing sinners from their sins.  This morning will see Jesus rescue a sinful 
tax-collector named Matthew and call him to be His disciple. 
 



2 
 

MIM: Jesus came to save sinners. 
 

I. Jesus came to save sinners (9:9-13) 
 

A. In our passage, Matthew takes us to the very heart of Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth.  
Why was the very Son of God born as a Man?  Why did He suffer throughout His life?  Why 
did He ultimately die on the cross?  “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 
Timothy 1:15).  We see this truth in two ways in Matthew 9:9-13.  
 

a. The fact that Jesus called Matthew to be His disciple demonstrates that Jesus 
came to save sinners (9:9).   

 
Matthew 9:9- “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and 
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.” 
 

i. Matthew was a tax-collector, who was sitting at his tax booth when Jesus 
came to him.  Because of the many miracles that Jesus was performing in 
Galilee, it is very likely Matthew had heard of Jesus before and perhaps 
even knew Him.  Jesus clearly knew who Matthew was and wanted 
Matthew to become His disciple.  When Jesus said, “Follow me” He was 
commanding Matthew to completely forsake his old way of life and 
permanently become His disciple. 

 
ii. Now we can’t really grasp in our day how controversial it was for Jesus to 

call Matthew, a tax-collector.  This is because tax-collectors were despised 
in Jesus’ day.  Tax collectors ultimately worked for Rome and Rome was 
ruling over and oppressing the people of Israel.  We might not like paying 
taxes to the IRS, but at least our tax monies aren’t going to support an 
foreign army that has conquered us and is even now harshly ruling over 
us!  The Jews despised tax collectors because tax collectors were Jews who 
took money from their own people which would then be used to support 
the government and armies of Rome.  In addition, many tax collectors 
abused their authority.  Tax-collectors often took more taxes than they 
should have.  They could get away with extorting money from the people by 
force because they were backed by Rome.  As you might expect, tax 
collectors were considered traitors—the lowest of the low.  They were 
social outcasts who were forbidden to join the synagogue.  Religious Jews 
absolutely refused to associate with them.  

 
iii. But Jesus did reject Matthew, the sinful tax-collector.  Instead, He had 

compassion on Matthew.  In sovereign grace, Jesus reached out to Matthew 
and called him to become His disciple.  And because he longed for 
salvation, Matthew did not hesitate to obey.  He immediately got up, 
turned his back on his old way of life and followed Jesus.  Jesus came to 
rescue sinners, and Matthew, the tax collector, was one of those sinners. 

 
But in our passage, we see Jesus’ desire to save sinners in another way as well… 
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b. The fact that Jesus spent time with sinful men and women teaches us that Jesus 
came to save sinners.  We see that in 9:10-13. 

 
Matthew 9:10-13- “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, 
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this 
means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  
 

i. In 9:10, the scene changes to Matthew’s house where Matthew was giving 
a feast (cf. Luke 5:29).  It is likely that Matthew was celebrating his 
decision to follow Jesus and so he had invited his friends to celebrate with 
him.  But as a tax-collector, Matthew was not a respectable member of 
society and his friends, other “tax collectors and sinners,” were outcasts as 
well.   

 
ii. Then a group of Pharisees came along and saw what was going on (9:11).  

These were the religious leaders of the people.  They prided themselves in 
the way they kept the Law of God and the traditions of the elders.  They 
were careful to keep themselves ceremonially pure.  They would never 
spend time with sinful men and women.  And so, when they saw Jesus 
eating with these “tax-collectors and sinners,” they became angry.  They 
confronted Jesus’ disciples and asked them, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?”  This wasn’t really a question.  It was an 
accusation.  They knew that Jesus claimed to be a religious teacher, but 
they couldn’t accept a religious teacher who would associate with sinful 
people.   

 
What are we to make of these Pharisees?  What kind of religion did they practice? 
-Their religion taught them that it was all about keeping the rules and that God approved of them 
because they were so very good at keeping the rules. 
-Their religion taught them that they could actually become unclean in the sight of God by eating with 
“tax-collectors and sinners”—those dirty people whom God did not love. 
-They thought that the greatest danger to their spiritual lives was outside of themselves—contamination 
from sinful people—rather than the sinfulness of their own hearts.   
-Looking at the way they treated Jesus, they obviously had no place for those who did not think just like 
they did.   
 

iii. But in 9:12-13, we see what happened when Jesus heard about the 
complaint of the Pharisees.  He responded in three ways.   

 
1.  First, Jesus EXPLAINED why He spent time with sinful people- 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick” (9:12b).  Jesus’ mission was to care for those who were 
spiritually sick.  Jesus was the Great Physician.  And just as 
physicians spend time with the sick in order to heal them, so Jesus 
spent time with sinners so that they might be saved.  Jesus had 
come to save sinners.   
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2. Then in 9:13a, Jesus CONFRONTED the Pharisees.  He said, “Go and 
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’”  Here 
Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6, where God rebukes His people because, 
while they offered sacrifices to God, they also stole from one 
another and murdered one another and refused to show mercy to 
one another.  Jesus was saying that the Pharisees were just like the 
people of Israel in the OT.  The Pharisees were great at religious 
“sacrifice.”  The lived an outwardly moral life and kept all the 
ceremonial laws of the OT.  But they failed miserably in showing 
“mercy” to others.  Jesus was telling them that because they were 
merciless towards others, they were actually law-breakers, just 
like the “tax-collectors and sinners” they despised.  They looked 
good on the outside, but they were very, very far from God.   

 
3. Finally, in 9:13b, Jesus DECLARES why He came to earth:  “For I 

came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”   Jesus was not saying 
that the Pharisees were “righteous” and so did not need to be 
saved.  Instead, Jesus was saying that His purpose in coming to 
earth to was to rescue sinners who REALIZED that they were 
sinners.  The great problem with the Pharisees was that they 
didn’t realize that they were far from God.  They thought they 
were the holy ones and so they despised others who did live up to 
their standards.   Jesus was so different from the Pharisees!  Jesus 
was truly holy, but He was also merciful.  Jesus came to call 
“sinners” to repentance (cf. Luke 5:32).  He came to save sinners 
and give them eternal life.   

 
Looking at this passage, you see a great contrast between the attitude of Jesus and the attitude of the 
Pharisees towards sinful men and women.  That contrast teaches us a lot about how God would have 
us minister to the lost--those who do not know Jesus.  This is crucial for us to think about because 
Jesus’ mission is our mission.  Just as the Jesus came to seek and save the lost, so you and I have the 
responsibility to ministering to the lost so that they might come to know Jesus.  Let’s look at this 
passage and learn three realities that will help us minister to those who do not know Jesus.   
 

1. Reality #1—We should spend time with the non-Christians.  This seems a bit obvious, but 
sometimes I think Christians can get confused here.  It is easy for us to look at the darkness in 
the world and become afraid.  We can worry about what influence the world in going to have on 
us or on our families.  But when we look at the example of Jesus, we see something entirely 
different.  Jesus was not afraid to spent time with those who were caught in sin.  He called 
Matthew, a sinful tax-collector, to be His disciple—to live with Him and walk with Him day-by-
day.  He wasn’t afraid to sit and eat with sinful men and women.  Instead, He took time and got 
to know them and ministered to them.   

 
Application:  From the example of Jesus, we see that we should be active in developing relationships 
with and ministering to those who do not know Jesus.  Sometimes I think we fall into the trap of 
thinking that we only need to sit back and be ready to share if anyone ever asks us about Jesus.  Now, 
we ARE commanded to be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15).  But we have 
been given other commands as well.  Listen to the Great Commission:  “Go therefore and make 
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disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:18a).  The Great Commission is active.  As we are going, we are to 
make disciples. Friends, we have a responsibility to follow Jesus’ example of actively seeking the lost so 
that they might be saved. 
 
Application:  At the same time, I don’t want you to think that I am saying that it is fine to be close 
friends with and spend a lot of time with worldly, sinful people.  Kind of a “Non-Christians have more fun 
so I am going to spend time with them instead of believers” idea.  No, the Bible warns us about the 
dangers of spending time with worldly people. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:33- “Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”    
 
Psalm 1:1- “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers.” 
 
But the point of spending time with non-Christians is not to learn their habits and join them in sin.  
Look again at Jesus’s words in 9:12- “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick.”  You see, Jesus had a purpose for the time He spent with sinful men and women.  He was 
intentional about befriending them and ministering to them so that they might be saved.  In the same 
way, we should be intentional about our relationships with non-Christians.  We want to love the lost and 
be their friends, but we also want them to come to know Jesus.  And we know we need to guard our 
own hearts as well.   
 

2. Reality #2—Love will empower our ministry to non-Christians.  In love, Jesus looked past the 
sins of Matthew and his friends and engaged them.  I am sure this is was one of the main things 
that drew sinful men and women to Jesus.  They knew that Jesus was holy.  But they also knew 
that Jesus loved them!  Jesus loved people.  Most strikingly, we see Jesus’ love for the lost in 
His willingness to spend time with them and eat with them.  This is one of the things that 
infuriated the Pharisees so much about Jesus.   

 
“In that culture, dining together was no casual act.  The Pharisees might have understood it if Jesus 
taught the sinners.  But when Jesus shared a meal with sinners, it implied that he accepted them, 
befriended them, loved them.”1  
 

-Daniel Doriani 
 

But even though it made the Pharisees angry, the love Jesus demonstrated to sinful men and 
women enabled Him to minister powerfully in their lives.  These “tax collectors and sinners” 
knew that Jesus didn’t approve of their sin, but they also knew that Jesus hadn’t rejected them 
like the Pharisees had.   

 
Application:  This principle holds true for us as well.  It is impossible to minister effectively to men and 
women who are lost and far from God if we don’t love them.  Love will push us out toward them so 
that we can share Christ with them.  But maybe as you sit here this morning you realize that you don’t 
have a real love for the lost.  There is nothing in you compelling you to reach out to them.  How can 
we grow in our love for the lost?  Let me give you a few ways: 

                                                           
1
 Daniel Doriani, Matthew, vol. 1 in Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 

2008), 381. 
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 If we would grow in our love for the lost, we should find ways to build friendships with 
them.  Time is so precious to us.  It is costly to find ways to spend time developing 
friendships with non-Christians.  But it is only as we invest in others that we truly come to 
love them.  We won’t be able to win the lost to Jesus if we are not willing to befriend them 
and spend time with them.  J.I. Packer gives great advice when he writes: 

 
“If you wish to do personal evangelism, then—and I hope you do; you ought to-pray for the gift of 
friendship.  A genuine friendliness is in any case a prime mark of the man who is learning to love his 
neighbor as himself.”2 
 

 If we would grow in love for the lost, we should meditate on the love of Jesus for us.  How 
are we to grow in love for those who don’t know Jesus?  We should think about the way 
Jesus loved us when we were lost.  You and I were also lost in our sin until Jesus came to 
rescue us.  Jesus loved Matthew, the sinful tax-collector, and called him to be His disciple. 
And Jesus loved us and rescued us and called us to follow Him as well.  Jesus left the glory 
of heaven.  Jesus was homeless and often weary.  Jesus endured the scorn of the religious 
leaders of His day.  Jesus spent countless hours ministering to the needs of others.  Then 
Jesus laid His life down on the cross as a sacrifice.  Why?  So that you and I could be saved!  
When we realize how much Jesus has loved us, we will be compelled to love others—both 
fellow Christians and non-Christians—that same way. 
 

 If we would grow in our love for the lost, we must remember that God loves them.  We so 
easily become like the Pharisees and think that God only loves certain people—good people 
who live clean lives.  But God loves everyone and desires that all would come to repentance.  
Every man and woman alive today is made in the image of God.  No matter how messed up 
their lives might seem, they are precious to God.  And they should be precious to us as well.   
     

3. Reality #3- Self-righteousness hinders our ministry to the lost.  Jesus’ example teaches us much 
about ministry to the lost.  But in our passage we also see how another group of people—the 
“Pharisees”—treated the lost.  It is clear from our passage that they absolutely despised these 
“tax collectors and sinners” (9:11).  The Pharisees were self-righteous.  They were sure that 
they had lived good lives.  They were sure that God approved of them.  John MacArthur put it 
this way in his commentary: 
 

“The Pharisees did not think they needed God’s forgiveness and were certain the tax-gatherers and 
sinners did not deserve it.”3    
 

The Pharisees had a religion of MERIT that left no room for MERCY.  They thought they had 
done enough good to be accepted by God and had no time for those who weren’t like them.  As 
a result, they didn’t lift a finger to try to help others who were stuck in their sins.  Jesus rightly 
condemned them for their lack of mercy (9:13).   

 

                                                           
2 

J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove: IVP books, 2008 reprint), 82. 
 

3 
John MacArthur, Matthew 8-15 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1987), 63.  
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Application: But before we throw too many stones at the Pharisees, we should check our own heart 
here as well because even as Christians we still struggle with self-righteousness.  We often find 
spiritual pride in our hearts.  Like the Pharisees, it is easy for us to think a lot of ourselves and very little 
of others.  We take pride in our Bible knowledge, grasp of theology, and service in the church, but we 
tend to belittle the gifts and accomplishments of others.  This kind of spiritual pride is the great enemy 
of the Christian.  And just as self-righteousness kept the Pharisees from ministering to the “tax 
collectors and sinners,” so it can hinder our ministry to others.   
 

1. Self-righteousness will hinder our ministry to those in the church.  We will have a hard time 
speaking into the lives of our brothers or sisters in Christ if they think that we are standing over 
them in judgment and condemning them for not living up to our personal standards.  It is far 
better to humbly come alongside fellow believers, demonstrating that we love them and 
speaking wisely into their lives from God’s word.    
 

2. But more in line with our sermon this morning.  We ALSO know that self-righteousness will 
hinder us as we try to reach the lost.  The quickest way to harm your relationship with a non-
Christian is to come across as morally superior and self-righteous.  We need to remember that 
the only thing that separates us from the worst of sinners is the grace of God!  Apart from the 
grace of God, you and I would still be enslaved to sin.  This should humble us and make us rely 
more on God’s grace as we seek to share the Gospel with the lost.  Brothers and sisters, we are 
no better than anyone else, and we should remember that as we seek to minister to those who 
don’t know Jesus.     

 
“Evangelism is one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.”    

-D.T. Niles    
 
We have said a lot from this passage.  But I don’t want us to conclude this morning without briefly 
giving a word of encouragement to those among us who are not Christians, but who don’t feel worthy 
to follow Jesus.  Friend, come to Jesus!   
 
The Gospel 
 
 If our passage teaches us anything, it teaches us that Jesus came to save sinners.  Perhaps you 
have done terrible things in your past.  Perhaps even now your life is characterized by anger or violence.  
Maybe you find yourself in the grip of an addiction and you can’t get free.  Sitting here this morning you 
know that you should turn away from your sins, but you feel helpless to do so.  You have tried to stop so 
many times before but have failed.  You realize that you are a sinner.  You realize you are lost.  Looking 
at the life of Jesus and the way He loved others, you may not feel worthy to come to Jesus for 
salvation—but that is just the reason to do so!  You see Jesus did not come to “call the righteous, but 
sinners” (9:13b).  Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.  This is the Gospel (Good News).   

God is a good and loving God who created us to love Him and know Him, but we have all 
rejected this God.  All of us have sinned against Him.  Some of us have sinned openly and defiantly.  
Others of us have sinned by trying to be good enough for God.  But we all stand condemned before 
God.  There is no way for us to make ourselves acceptable to God.  But God did for us what we could 
never do.  God sent His Son Jesus, the very Son of God, to come to earth and live a perfect life—the kind 
of life you and I should have lived, but have failed to live.  Then Jesus died on the cross in the place of all 
who would ever turn from their sins and trust in Him. Jesus died on the cross in order to rescue sinners 
from their sin.  Then He rose from the dead showing that God had accepted His sacrifice.  Now, if you 
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will turn from your sins and trust in Jesus, God will forgive you for your sins and wash you of your sins.  
To use the words of the OT, He will give you beauty for ashes (Isaiah 61:3).  If you want to learn more 
about how you can have your sins forgiven, I would love to talk with you after the service this morning.       
 
Conclusion 
 

Friends, in our passage this morning we see that Jesus’ mission was to save the lost.  The salvation of 
Jesus is available to all who realize their need of Him.  The example of Jesus teaches us about our 
mission in life as well.  Like Jesus, we are to seek the lost so that they might be saved.  May God give us 
grace and wisdom to do that as we serve the Lord this week!  Let’s pray… 

 
 
 


