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CFCW-12/21/2014 
 

“The Great Joy of Jesus” 
(Luke 2:8-14) 

 
Introduction 
 
 As humans, we love to share good news.  Sometimes the good news we share is life-changing, 
like announcing that you are engaged to be married or revealing that you are expecting your first child.  
Sometimes the good news we share is more mundane, like sharing the news that you passed a difficult 
exam at school or letting people know that your favorite sports team won the game.  It can even be a bit 
silly.  Just this week, I was pumping gas at the Hess Gas Station on Richmond Rd and discovered that gas 
was only $2.29/gallon.  I was so happy that I actually wanted to talk about it with the guy who was filling 
up his car next to me (but I restrained myself and shared my joy with Missy later!).  Why do we love to 
share good news with others?  It seems God has so wired humans that our experience of joy in good 
news is actually heightened when we share that good news with others. 
 This morning we are going to look at God’s word and see the way God shared the best 
possible news with the most common of people.  We are going to be studying Luke 2:8-14 and see how 
God announced the birth of His Son Jesus to a group of lowly shepherds.  It was an announcement filled 
with delight.  In this passage you see the joy of all Heaven literally bursting forth into the world.   

I think this is an appropriate passage for us this morning as we look forward to Christmas this 
coming Thursday.  During this season we find joy in earthly things like time off from work, presents, and 
spending time with family.  This is good and right.  But we need to be reminded that Christmas isn’t 
ultimately about any of these things, and so we shouldn’t try to find ultimate joy in them.  Christmas is 
about the reality that God loved us by giving us His precious Son.   God Himself became a man in order 
to live among us and to die for us so that we might be reconciled to Him.  As we study God’s word this 
morning, my prayer is that God will teach us to find our greatest joy in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Background 
 
 The Gospel of Luke was written by Luke, the close associate of the Apostle Paul.  It is an account 
of the life of Jesus.  The word “gospel” literally means “good news.”  The Gospel of Luke and the other 
gospels all present the good news that God offers salvation through Jesus Christ.  Luke tells us his 
purpose in writing his Gospel in the opening passage of Luke 1.   
 
Luke 1:1-4- “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been 
accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty 
concerning the things you have been taught.” 
 

Luke’s purpose was to write an “orderly account” of the life of Jesus so that his reader, a man 
named Theophilus (and the church for all time including us today!), could have certainty about the 
Faith.  Accordingly, Luke’s account of the life of Jesus is particularly thorough.  He provides us with 
details about the birth of Jesus, the teaching of Jesus, and the resurrection of Jesus that are not included 
in the other gospels.  It is one of those details that we will be studying this morning as we look at the 
announcement of the birth of Jesus to shepherds who were watching their sheep by night.  Most 
especially we will be focusing on the announcement of the angel to these shepherds in Luke 2:10-11. 
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MIM: Jesus is our Savior, our Messiah, our Lord, and our great joy! 
 
This morning we are going to learn four truths about Jesus Christ: 
-Jesus is our Savior 
-Jesus is our Messiah  
-Jesus is our Lord 
-Jesus is our great Joy 
 
Brief overview of Luke 2:8-14 
 
 In Luke 1, Luke records how the angel Gabriel announced beforehand both the birth of John the 
Baptist (1:5-24) and the birth of Jesus (1:25-38).  Luke also gives details about Mary’s visit with her 
relative Elizabeth, who was the mother of John the Baptist (1:39-56) and about the birth of John the 
Baptist (1:67-80).  In Luke 2: 1-7, we see that Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem because 
Caesar Augustus had ordered an empire-wide census, which would be the basis of future taxation.  
There in Bethlehem, because there was no room “in the inn,” Mary gave birth to Jesus and wrapped Him 
in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger (2:7).  This is not at all what one would expect at the birth 
of a King.  But the lowly circumstances surrounding His birth highlighted God’s intentions that Jesus 
would be the humble Servant of the Lord, who would rescue His people from their sins.  
 In 2:8-14, we see that like any father, God the Father desired to express His joy at the birth of 
His Son.  And so in 2:8-14, we read how God sent an angel to announce the joyful news to the most 
common of men—shepherds.   
 
“The things of God’s kingdom are often hid from the great and noble, and revealed to the poor.”1 
 
          -J.C. Ryle 
 

Imagine what this must have been like for these shepherds.  They lived in a world without 
movies and special effects.  They had never seen fireworks or the power of a bomb blast.  The brightest 
thing they had ever witnessed was probably the night sky, lit up by the stars.  But all of the sudden, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them (2:9a).  This was no Hallmark angel with a cuddly baby face, little 
wings, and a golden harp. This was a mighty warrior of light.  Angels are glorious creatures.  Some are 
apparently so glorious that in Revelation 19:10, the Apostle John was tempted to fall down and worship 
an angel.   

But it wasn’t just an angel that appeared.  Luke 2:9b tells us that the “glory of the Lord shone 
around them.”  This is the Shekinah glory of God—the visible manifestation of the presence of the 
Eternal God.  All of the sudden the lonely countryside where these shepherds were keeping watch 
over their flocks had been transformed into holy ground (Exod. 3:5).  No wonder the shepherds were 
“filled with great fear” (Luke 2:9c).2     
 Like Isaiah when he beheld the glory of God (Isaiah 6), these shepherds no doubt feared for their 
lives.  But in 2:10-12, the angel lets them know that they have no need to fear for he was bringing them 
good news: 

                                                           
1
 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels: Luke, vol. 1 (Edinburg: Banner of Truth Trust, 2012 

reprint), 44. 
 
2
 The Greek literally reads, “They feared a great fear.”    
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Luke 2:10-12- “And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 
 
This is how the birth of the eternal Son of God was announced.   And it was truly good news!  The 
announcement of the angel was really the proclamation of the Gospel.3  A Savior had been born to 
deliver His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21).  And this Savior was the promised Christ (Messiah), 
fulfilling all the prophecies regarding the Messiah in the Old Testament.  And this Savior was the Lord.   

While the shepherds probably didn’t grasp it, the angel was proclaiming that this baby is the 
LORD (Jehovah, Yahweh).  This baby was Immanuel (God with us; Matt. 1:21)!   And as a sign, the 
shepherds would find this baby wrapped in swaddling cloths (babies were commonly wrapped in strips 
of cloth to keep them warm and secure), and lying in a manger.  The odds of finding another baby boy 
lying in the manger (feeding trough) would be extremely small and so finding the baby Jesus lying in the 
manger would assure the shepherds that they had found the right baby.4   
 Then in 2:13-14, we see that God’s display of joy in the birth of His Son is not yet complete.  
“Suddenly” there was a vast “multitude” of angels praising God.  The word “multitude” here literally 
means “army.”  But instead of bringing war, this army of angels is proclaiming peace.  They sing: 
 
Luke 2:14- “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased.”       
 
Here the angels are really singing what would be the results of the birth and ministry of Jesus Christ.5  
Because of Jesus, glory would be given to God and God’s peace would be given to men with “whom he 
is pleased.”  While it is a difficult phrase in the Greek, I think the NIV actually translates 2:14b best: 
“[A]nd on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  Jesus would bring peace with God to every 
man and woman who received the favor of God.  And many of us sitting here this morning have 
received that peace (Rom. 5:1), and we are grateful!   
  
This morning, as we look forward to Christmas, I want us to consider the true significance of 
Christmas: God giving this world the best of gifts—Jesus, the eternal Son of God—who came to redeem 
men and women from sin, misery, and death.  I want use the rest of our time together to focus 
especially on the angelic announcement of 2:10-11 because as we have noted, this is really an 
announcement of the Gospel on the night that Jesus was born.  From these verses I want us to 
consider four truths about Jesus.   
 

I. Jesus is our Savior  
 
Luke 2:11- “For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior…” 
 

                                                           
3
 Robert H. Stein, Luke, vol. 24 in The New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 

1992), 108. 
 

4
 Ibid., 109. 

 
5
 I. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke: a Commentary on the Greek Text in New International Greek 

Testament Commentary (Exeter: Paternoster Press, 1978), 111. 
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A.  In there is one thing that has been lost in our day, it is the idea that men and 
women need a Savior.  When you try to share the Gospel with people and tell them 
that they need to be saved, you will often get in return a blank stare and a question: 
“Saved from what?”  That is the great question.  The angel told these shepherds 
the good news that a Savior has been born, but what was the MISSION of that 
Savior?  The answer of the Bible is that Jesus was born to save men and women 
from the wrath of God.  The Bible teaches that God is angry with men and women 
because of their sins against God.  
  

Romans 1:18- “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”   
 

a. And the Bible teaches that the punishment that we all face because of our 
sins is DEATH (“For the wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23).  But this DEATH is 
not only PHYSICAL death, which we will all experience.  It is also SPIRITUAL 
death, which is ETERNAL separation from God and all that is good and pure 
and pleasant.  The punishment threatened against those who die in their 
sins is pictured as a lake of fire. 

 
Revelation 19:11-15- “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book 
of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 
And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and 
they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 
 
This is what all men and women need to be saved from—the wrath of God against their sins.  But 
Jesus came into the world to be a Savior.  He came to die in the place of sinners so that all who believe 
in Him might be saved.   
 
John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
All who believe in Jesus (trust in Him alone to save them) will be saved.  But those who reject Christ 
will perish.   
 
John 3:18- “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” 
 
But consider with me the scope of the punishment that awaits sinners who reject God—It is eternal.  
In his first sermon at New Park Street Chapel, Charles Spurgeon had this to say about the eternal 
damnation that awaits all who refuse to put their trust in Jesus for salvation in this life:  
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I will tell you of a decree —“He that believes not shall be damned.” That is a decree and a 
statute that can never change. Be as good as you please, be as moral as you can, be as honest as 
you will, walk as uprightly as you may—there stands the unchangeable threat—“He that 
believes not shall be damned.”  What do you say to that, Moralist? Oh, you wish you could alter 
it and say, “He that does not live a holy life shall be damned.” That will be true. But it does not 
say so. It says, “He that believes not.” Here is the stone of stumbling and the rock of offense. But 
you cannot alter it—you either believe or be damned, says the Bible. And mark—that threat of 
God is as unchangeable as God Himself. And when a thousand years of Hell’s torments shall 
have passed away you shall look on high and see written in burning letters of fire, “He that 
believes not shall be damned.” “But, Lord, I am damned.” Nevertheless it says “shall be” still. 
And when a million years have rolled away and you are exhausted by your pains and agonies, 
you shall turn up your eye and still read “SHALL BE DAMNED,” unchanged, unaltered. And when 
you shall have thought that eternity must have spun out its last thread—that every particle of 
that which we call eternity must have run out, you shall still see it written up there, “SHALL BE 
DAMNED.” O terrible thought! How dare I utter it? But I must. You must be warned, Sirs, “lest 
you also come into this place of torment.” You must be told rough things, for if God’s Gospel is 
not a rough thing, believe me, the Law is a rough thing. Mount Sinai is a rough thing. Woe unto 
the watchman that warns not the ungodly! God is unchanging in His threats. Beware, O Sinner, 
for “it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.6 

 
Friends, hear those words and shudder!  That is what we need to be saved from—the wrath of God.   
 
Application:  Now, Christian, consider what it means that Jesus is a Savior.  No wonder the angel said, 
“I bring you good news of great joy…for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior” (2:10-11).  
Friends, if you are in Christ this morning, Jesus is your Savior!  He has shielded you from the eternal 
wrath of God.  You will never know it!  Praise God! 
 
The Gospel 
 
 If you are here this morning and you are not a Christian, we want you to understand what it 
means when we talk about the Gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ.  The Bible is very clear that there is a 
God who created all things.  He created you and me to love and serve Him.  But we have all rejected God 
and sought to live for ourselves.  We have pursued our own desires in this life, even though we knew 
that they were evil in God’s eyes.  We have sinned.  And as we have already said, the punishment for 
sin is death—eternal separation from God.  That is the bad news.  But the good news this morning is 
that God has made a way for us to be forgiven for our sins.  He sent a Savior, Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the 
eternal Son of God but He was born as a man and lived a perfect life in this world.  But Jesus wasn’t 
living that perfect life for himself.  He was living it in the place of sinful men and women.  And then Jesus 
died on the cross bearing the full weight of the wrath of God in the place of all who would ever turn 
from their sins and trust in Him.  Then Jesus rose from the dead.  God had accepted Jesus’s sacrifice.  
Now all who turn from their sins and trust in Jesus are forgiven for their sins and given eternal life in 
Christ.  That is the good news of Christianity.  That is what it means that Jesus is a Savior.  You can 
trust in Him today and He will save you, even now.        
 

                                                           
6
 Cited from a sermon by Charles Spurgeon entitled, “The Immutability of God” accessed online at 

http://www.spurgeongems.org/vols1-3/chs1.pdf on 12/18/2014. 
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We rejoice in Jesus this morning because He is our Savior who has rescued us from our sins! 
 

II. Jesus is our Messiah (Christ) 
 
Luke 2:11- “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ...” 

A. When the angel says that the baby born “in the city of David” is the Christ, he was 
saying that the promised Messiah had come.  Christos (Christ) is Greek for the 
Hebrew mashiach (Messiah).  Both words refer to the same thing—an “anointed 
One.”  The great hope in the OT is that the promised Messiah would come.  The OT 
is filled with promises of the Messiah.  Adam and Eve received the promise of the 
Messiah (the “offspring” of the woman) who would crush the head of the serpent in 
Genesis 3:15.  Abraham received the promise of Messiah through whom Abraham 
would bless all nations in Genesis 12.  David received the promise of the Messiah 
who would sit on the throne of David forever in 2 Samuel 7.  And there were many 
other promises of the Messiah, this great King, throughout the OT.  Ron Stowell 
read one of those promises for us this morning from Micah 5:2 

 
Micah 5:2- “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days.” 
 

a. And when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the city of David, ALL of the 
promises concerning the coming Messiah (Christ) were fulfilled.  God keeps 
His word!   

     
Application:  We should rejoice in Jesus this morning.  Why?  For one thing, the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah teaches us that we can trust God to keep His promises.   
 
Illustration:  Imagine you had a wealthy uncle.  This uncle was extravagantly wealthy and also 
extravagantly generous.  When you were 10 he told you that he would pay for you to attend the college 
of your choice when you turned 18 and that he would also buy you a new home after you graduated.  
And faithful to his word, you got a full scholarship to William and Mary when you turned 18 and then 
when you graduated, your extravagantly generous uncle bought you a beautiful home and mailed you 
the deed, which was in your name.  Now, imagine that a few years later you and your uncle were 
walking down the street and you wanted to get a bite to eat but you had left your wallet at home.  So 
your uncle says, “Don’t worry, I will cover the meal.”  How are you going to respond to your uncle?  Are 
you going to doubt his word?  Or looking at how he has kept his promises in the past, will you trust his 
word?  Of course, you would trust Him.   
 
In the same way, the fact that God fulfilled all of His promises in the OT regarding the coming 
Messiah, Jesus Christ teaches us that we can trust GOD to keep His promises to us as well.  The New 
Testament is full of God’s promises, but Romans 8:32 is one of my favorites.   
 
Romans 8:32- “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 
him graciously give us all things?” 
 
Friends, God is good to His word.  We can trust Him.   
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We rejoice in Jesus this morning because He is our Messiah, the fulfillment of God’s promises! 
 

III. Jesus is our Lord 
 
Luke 2:11- “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 

A. This was a detail that, most likely, the shepherds didn’t comprehend.  Surrounded as 
they were by the glory of God, it would have been hard for them to grasp that this 
baby which had been born was actually God, the Lord of all!  But it was true.  Jesus 
is Immanuel, God with us.  This is what the prophet Isaiah had predicted, as 
Matthew points out in his Gospel 

 
Matthew 1:22-23- “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  
 
One commentator put it this way:  
 
“The astonishing announcement, probably not fully grasped by the shepherds, is that this Messiah who 
has been born as a baby is also the Lord God himself.”7 
 
We celebrated that truth as we sang “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” this morning: 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail th'incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

 
Now it is only when we consider that Jesus is the LORD (Jehovah, Yahweh) that we understand the 
greatness of His condescension in coming to earth to live as a man in order to rescue us from our sins.  
There is an infinite distance between God and man.  But God in Christ traversed that distance in order to 
come and live among us and rescue us from our sins.  Praise God that our Lord was willing to humble 
Himself in order to rescue us! 
 
Two points of application strike me as I consider this: 
 

1. The humility of Jesus teaches us about the attitude we are to have one another.  This was 
Paul’s great application in Philippians 2.   

 

                                                           
7
 Wayne Grudem and Thomas R. Schreiner, “Luke” study notes on Luke 2:11 in The ESV Study Bible 

(Wheaton: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1948. 
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Phil 2:5-8- “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
 
2. We can’t have Jesus as Savior if we won’t have Him as Lord.  Luke 2:11 teaches us that these two 

realities go together.  Jesus is both Savior and Lord.  You cannot separate them. Jesus is a Savior 
who will save all who come to Him.  But all who come to Him by faith must acknowledge Him as 
Lord.   
 

Romans 1:9- “[I]f you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 

Application:  Friends, it is vain to say that Jesus is your Savior, if you are not willing to live under His 
Lordship in this life.  Those who would be saved must cease to live for themselves, and instead live 
for King Jesus.     
 
This morning we rejoice in Jesus our Lord, who humbled Himself in order to rescue us from our 
sins! 
 

IV. Jesus is our great joy 
 
Luke 2:10- “And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.” 

 
A. Jesus is our Savior.  Jesus is our Messiah.  And Jesus is our Lord.  Is there any 

wonder that the angel said that he was bringing “good news of great joy.”   This is 
the Gospel and it brings great joy to all who embrace it.  Jesus came to bring “great 
joy” to men and women who were trapped in their sins.  God could have left us 
trapped in our sins and misery.  It would have been right for Him to punish us 
eternally for our sins.  But He didn’t.  Instead, He entered our world and our 
suffering in order to rescue us.       

 
I think of the prayer of praise to God uttered by Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, at the birth 
of John: 
 
Luke 1:68-75- “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 69 and has 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 70 as he spoke by the mouth of his 
holy prophets from of old, 71 that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us; 72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath 
that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.”  
 
Friends, Zechariah was praising God because he was seeing in his day the fulfillment of the promises of 
God found in the OT: 
 

 To visit His people and to raise up a Savior from the house of David that would deliver them 
from their enemies 



9 
 

 To show promised mercy and to remember His covenant with Abraham that His people might 
serve God without fear. 

 

 To make His people holy and righteous before Him all our days.  
 
Application:  Friends, like Zechariah, we can rejoice in these same things this morning because Jesus has 
done all of these things for us as well.  Through faith in Jesus we have entered into the blessings of 
these promises of God.  Brothers and sisters, Jesus is OUR Savior, who has rescued us from all our sins.  
Jesus is OUR Messiah, who teaches us to trust in God’s word, and Jesus is OUR Lord, who humbled 
Himself so that we might be exalted.   
 
Jesus is our great joy! 
 
Conclusion 
 
 Friends, I pray that God will bless you richly this Christmas. I pray that you will find great joy in 
spending time with family and friends, giving and receiving gifts, decorating trees and eating wonderful 
food.  God is good to us to give us these things. But more deeply, my desire for all of us is that we 
would remember that Jesus is our great joy.  This week, we celebrate the birth of a Savior who has 
delivered us from the wrath of God.  We celebrate the birth of the Messiah, the fulfillment of the 
promises of God.  We celebrate the birth of our Lord, who came down an infinite distance to raise us up 
to Heaven.  May we consecrate the Lord Jesus in our hearts and rejoice in Him this week!  Jesus is our 
great joy!  Let’s pray…        
 
 

 
 


