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“What are Responsibilities of Church Members?” 
(1 Peter 4:7-11) 

 
Introduction 
 
 If you knew for certain that Jesus was going to return today what would you do differently?  
What would you change about how you lived today?  Would you pray more?  Would you read a few 
extra chapters of the Bible?  Would you try to fill up your day with good deeds in the hope that Jesus 
would notice your extra effort?  Martin Luther was once asked what he would do if the end were to 
come that very day.  He responded that he would plant a tree and pay his taxes.1  Obviously, he 
wanted those who asked him the question to understand that he tried to live EVERY day as if it were his 
last day and so he would do whatever he needed to do that day as part of his regular duty.   

Luther’s attitude was thoroughly Biblical.  The burden of the New Testament is that the return 
of Jesus Christ is imminent (close at hand, could happen at any time).  And because that is the case, we 
should prepare ourselves for His return by living holy lives that bring glory to God.  
 As we study God’s word together this morning we are going to look at a passage that urges us to 
live in light of the imminent return of Jesus.  As we do so, we will see that the return of Christ affects 
more than how we are to live as individual Christians.  It also affects the way we live life together in 
the local church.   
 
Background 
 

This morning we are concluding our series on the local church.  Three weeks ago, we asked the 
question, “What is the church?”  Two weeks ago, we asked, “What are God’s priorities for the church?”  
Last week, we asked, “Who leads the church?”  And today, we are going to complete this sermon series 
by asking the question, “What are the responsibilities of church members?”  It is another question that 
we won’t be able to answer exhaustively.  The New Testament is filled with instructions on how 
Christians are to love and serve one another in the local church.  So how should we attempt to answer 
this question in the time we have this morning?  I want us to look again at 1 Peter.   

As you recall, last week, we studied 1 Peter 5:1-4 and saw God’s instructions for elders (pastors) 
who are given the responsibility to shepherd and lead the church.  This week, I want us to look at 1 Peter 
4:7-11, where Peter gives instruction to Christians about how they are to love and serve one another in 
their local churches.   

As we said last week, In 1 Peter, the Apostle Peter is writing to Christians in local churches 
scattered throughout Asia Minor (modern day Turkey).  These Christians were suffering because they 
were following Jesus.  And so Peter writes to encourage them to remain faithful even as their faith is 
tested in this life.   In 1 Peter 4, Peter encourages believers that their sufferings for Christ should remind 
them that they have died to sin (4:1).  So now they should live their lives according to the will of God 
(4:2).  They should avoid the sin that characterized the Gentiles (4:4-5) and they should live life in light of 
the reality that this present world is soon to pass away (4:7).   
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1 Peter 4:7-11- “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”   
 
MIM: Christians are to pursue holiness, love one another, and minister their spiritual gifts so that God 
might be glorified in the church. 
 
This morning we are going to learn three responsibilities of church members: 
-Pursue holiness 
-Love one another 
-Minister your spiritual gifts 
 
The Reason for Peter’s Commands (4:7a) 
 
In 4:7a, we see Peter give the REASON behind all the commands he will give from 4:7b-11.  It is an 
urgent reason—“The end of all things is at hand, THEREFORE…”  Peter is referring to the end of this 
present world—the summing up of human history.  Most especially, He is referring the return of the 
Lord Jesus.  Jesus can return at any moment.  And when He returns, He will put down all His enemies 
and set up a Kingdom that will never end.  In light of the return of Jesus, Peter wants these Christians 
to glorify God as they live life together in the local church.  
 
Let’s look at 4:7b-11 and see three responsibilities Peter urges upon these Christians.  As we do so we 
will learn about our responsibilities to one another in the church.   
     

I. Pursue Holiness (4:7b) 
 
1 Peter 4:7b- “…be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.” 
 

A. In 4:7b, Peter actually gives two commands.  He says, “be self-controlled AND sober-
minded.”  The word “self-controlled” here in the original language literally refers to being 
sane or in one’s right mind.2  Most people live their lives indulging in sin while at the same 
time denying the reality that they will be judged for their sins (cf. 4:3-5).  This is a form of 
spiritual insanity.  But the Christian is to be different.  The Christian should be marked by 
godly thinking.  The Christian should be characterized by self-restraint, composure, and 
thoughtfulness precisely because he or she knows that Jesus is coming back to judge the 
world.  The word “sober-minded” here has the idea of “alertness” or “watchfulness.”3   
Some Christians go through life as though they were half-asleep.  They aren’t focused on 
living for Christ but are instead distracted by this world.  But Peter wants these Christians to 
be spiritually alert and watchful as they live their lives.   
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 John MacArthur, 1 Peter in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 2004), 
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B. In last the part of 4:7, we see that Peter wants the godly thinking and spiritual alertness of 
these Christians to be used for prayer.  He says, “for the sake of your prayers.”  Literally, the 
Greek reads “unto prayers.”4  The time for ministry is short and so Peter wants these 
Christians to focus their efforts on prayer, asking God to be at work in the world.   

 
C.  So in 4:7b we see Peter encouraging these Christians to be self-controlled, sober-minded, 

and prayerful.  In short, he wants these Christians to be HOLY as they live in this world 
awaiting the return of Christ.     

 
Application:  Of the three responsibilities that we are going to look at this morning, this is the only one 
that doesn’t refer explicitly to how Christians are to interact with other Christians in the church.  
Instead, in 1 Peter 4:7b, we see Peter encouraging these Christians to lives of HOLINESS that are 
marked by GODLY THINKING, SPIRITUAL ALERTNESS, and PRAYER.  But if you think about it, you 
realize how essential this is for the life of a local church.  You see, a local church consists of individual 
church members who all have the responsibility of pursuing holiness.  But if the individual members of 
the church are not holy, then the church as a whole will not be holy.  And the ministry of the church 
will be hindered.      
 
Application: Practically, what this means is that your personal holiness matters for Christ Fellowship.  
Men, it matters what you click on when you are surfing the internet.  Women, it matters that avoid envy 
and gossip.  Brothers and sisters, it matters that you commit to spending time with the Lord regularly, 
reading God’s word and praying.  Husbands, it matters that you love your wives.  Wives, it matters that 
you respect your husband.  Children, it matters that you honor your parents.  For those of you who are 
committed to being a part of Christ Fellowship, by your life, you will either be promoting the spiritual 
health of our church, or you will be hindering it.  There is no middle ground.  A holy church is made up 
of holy church members.   
 
In 4:7, we see that church members have the responsibility to pursue holiness. 
 

II. Love One Another (4:8-9) 
 
1 Peter 4:8- “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.  Show 
hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 
 

A.  In 4:8, we find the second responsibility of church members.  Here, Peter teaches us that 
LOVE is the supreme responsibility of every Christian in the church.  Peter says, “Above all, 
keep loving one another earnestly.”  The word for “love” here is agape, which is familiar to 
many of you.  It refers to the love of God.  Peter’s command in 4:8 reminds us of the 
command of Jesus in John 13:34-35: 
 

John 13:34-35- “A new commandment I give to you, that you love (agape) one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”  
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a. In John 13:35, just before going to the cross, Jesus tells His disciples that they are to 
love one another in the same way that He loved them.   Jesus’ love was a sacrificial 
self-giving love that was demonstrated most clearly when he died on the cross (cf. 
1 John 3:16). 
  

b. Paul paints a beautiful picture of this agape love in 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8 
 
I Corinthians 13:4-8a- “Love (agape) is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 8 Love never ends.” 
 
This is the kind of love that Christians are to have for one another.  This is how we are supposed to 
love one another. 
 
The Gospel 
 
 If you are here this morning and you are not a Christian, we are glad you are with us!  Thank you 
for spending this time with us this morning.  We want you to understand that our goal as a local church 
is to love one another the same way that Jesus has loved us.  But the reason why we want to love one 
another in this way is not because we want to somehow earn God’s favor.  No!  We want to love one 
another sacrificially because that is how Jesus loved us when He died for us on the cross.  Love is at the 
heart of Christianity.  The basic message of Christianity is that God is good and holy.  He made us to love 
and serve Him.  But we have all rejected God and instead lived for ourselves.  Left to ourselves, we 
would all be judged and condemned by God.  But in great love, God sent His Son Jesus to rescue us from 
our sins.  Jesus loved us by living a perfect life in our place and then dying on the cross in our place.  
Then He rose from the dead showing that God had accepted His sacrifice.  Those of us who have turned 
from our sins and trusted in Jesus have been forgiven by God for our sins.  We have been reconciled to 
God.  And God has put His love in our hearts so that we desire to love others as He loved us.  But this 
message isn’t just for us.  It is for you as well.  If you will turn from your sins and trust in Jesus to save 
you, He will.  You will experience God’s love in Christ as well.  If you would like to learn more about that, 
I would love to talk to you more after the service this morning.   
 

B. Looking back at our passage, in 4:8, we learn more about how we are to love one another in 
the church.  Peter says that we are to “keep loving one another earnestly.”  So our 
commitment to loving one another self-sacrificially in the church should be CONTINUAL 
and it should also be EARNEST.  In the Greek, the word translated “earnestly” (“deeply” 
NIV) refers to “fervent” (NASB) love.  The picture behind this word is of an athlete straining 
with maximum effort to win a race.5  Peter is encouraging these Christians to put forth 
maximum effort to self-sacrificially love others in the church.   

 
Illustration:  Now that is the opposite of how many people view church in America.  Many who go to 
churches expect to sit back in comfortable chairs, listen to professional sounding music, and hear a 
short, motivating, and uplifting sermon marked by humor and interesting stories.  In short, for many, 
attending “church” becomes a form of entertainment that is focused on ME and my felt-needs.  But 
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what Peter is calling us to in 4:8 is instead an ACTIVE participation in church, where our goal is to see 
how well we can love and serve others.   
 
Application:  If we can commit ourselves to this kind of love it will dramatically affect the life of Christ 
Fellowship.  Let me give you four ways agape love transforms a church. 
 

1. First, if agape love is present in the church, the focus won’t be on what I don’t like about the 
church (“I don’t care for the music.” “So-and-So annoys me.”  “The sermons are too long.”).  
Instead, the focus will be on how I can effectively love and serve others.  What might this self-
giving ministry to others look like? 
 

a. It might look like arriving early so I can help set up for the Sunday morning service and 
greet guests. 
 

b. It might look like praying with others in the church about difficulties they are facing in 
their lives.   
 

c. It might look like writing notes of encouragement to others in the church. 
 

d. It might look like participating in the community groups so that I can get to know others 
better and encourage them.   
 

e. It WILL look like giving whatever I can (time, talent, man-power, money) to the ministry 
of the church to see the Gospel ministry of the church flourish.  

 
2. Second, if agape love is present in the church, the evangelistic witness of the church will be 

strengthened.  When those who aren’t Christians come into the church what they WON’T find is 
a church marked by division, disunity, and bitterness.  Instead, they will see a community of 
Christians who love one another the way Jesus loved, and that will be attractive to those God is 
calling to salvation.   
 

Principle: Our love for one another in the church is evidence that the Gospel is true. 
 

3. Third, if agape love is present in the church, the unity of the church will be protected.  Do see 
what Peter says in 4:8b, “for love covers a multitude of sins.”  If I am committed to love and 
serving others, I will demonstrate grace to those who fail me.  We all sin in countless ways.  
Some sins are serious and need to be dealt with through church discipline when the one caught 
in the sin is unrepentant.  But others sins and offenses are less serious and simply need to be 
overlooked and forgiven as we live together as sinners in a local church.  As we overlook in love 
the sins and offenses of others, we protect the church from the disunity and destruction caused 
by broken relationships.    

 
Application:  Don’t write off those who fail you.  God doesn’t write you off when you fail.   
 

4. Fourth, if agape love is present in the church, the church will be marked by hospitality.  Do 
you see that in 4:9?  Peter continues “Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.”   
Hospitality (serving others by having them into your home) is simply another manifestation of 
love.  The word “hospitality” in the Greek literally means “lover of strangers.”  And “hospitality” 
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was absolutely necessary in the first century as travelling Christian workers and missionaries 
would be dependent upon churches to care for them and given them a place to stay.   

 
Application:  But hospitality is necessary in our day as well.  Our goal as a church is to live life together 
closely.  We can’t accomplish that by simply spending a couple of hours together on Sunday morning.  If 
we are to grow in our relationships with one another we need to spend time together.  One of the 
best ways to do that is to have people into your home.  Such love is costly in terms of the amount of 
time, energy, and money it takes to be hospitable.  That is why Peter warns these Christians against 
“grumbling.”  But hospitality is a wonderful way to love.  
 
Illustration:  This week, I came across this interesting statistic from a church growth expert named Josh 
Hunt.  He said this about hospitality: 
 
“My research has been confirmed by many others--if you can get [visitors] into the home of one of your 
members for an evening of hospitality you have about a 90% chance that they will join your church. In 
contrast, around 10% join if we don't have them into our homes. The biblical practice of hospitality is 
the single best church-growth tool we have.” 6 

 
I have no idea how accurate Hunt’s statistics are and I don’t necessarily think the point of hospitality 
is to grow a larger church.  But I can say that our church plant has benefited from the ministry of 
hospitality.  Many of you have mentioned to me that one of the things that attracted you to Christ 
Fellowship was that you experienced the hospitality of people in the church who invited you into their 
homes.  Praise God!  That is a good thing.  By exercising hospitality we demonstrate an attractive 
Christ-like love to others.   
 
In 4:8-9, we see that church members have the responsibility to love one another. 
 

III. Minister your gifts (4:10-11) 
 
1 Peter 4:10-11- “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves 
by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

A. In 4:10-11, we see a third responsibility of Christians in the church that flow from this 
passage.  Peter says, “As each has received a gift, use it…”  The word “gift” (Gk. charisma) 
here refers to the spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to Christians when they are saved.   
And according to 4:10, each Christian has received at LEAST one gift (“As each has received 
a gift” 4:10a) and so they are to “use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace” (4:10b).    

 
B. What are these spiritual gifts exactly?  Paul gives two lists of these spiritual gifts in Romans 

12 and 1 Corinthians 12. 
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Romans 12:6-8- “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” 
 
I Corinthians 12:4-11- “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one 
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 
these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.” 
 
Now, we don’t have time to go through all of these in detail, but looking at these two lists you notice 
that they don’t precisely overlap.  Nowhere in the New Testament are we given an exhaustive list of 
the spiritual gifts.  God has given MANY gifts to the church by His Spirit.  That is why Peter urges His 
readers to be good stewards of God’s (“varied (multi-colored) grace” 4:10b).   But from these lists, we 
learn a few things about spiritual gifts. 
 

1. Spiritual gifts are abilities that God gives Christians to enable them to serve and build up 
the church.  Our gifts are not to be used to glorify ourselves or to draw attention to 
ourselves, but to minister to others.   
 

2. Spiritual gifts make EVERY Christian essential to the body.  We are all individuals with our 
own histories and personalities.  When you add in the spiritual gifts given by God, each of us 
is equipped to serve the church in a UNIQUE way.  But that means that if we refuse to 
minister our gifts in the church, the church will not function as well as it could—just like the 
body suffers if an arm is broken or if the ear cannot hear.   

 
3. Spiritual gifts can be divided into speaking gifts and serving gifts.  Looking at these lists 

some Christians are gifted to teach God’s word through preaching and exhortation.  Other 
Christians are gifted to serve through things like giving and acts of mercy.  That is why Peter 
encourages these believers the way he does in 1 Peter 4:11.  Look with me there… 

 
1 Peter 4:11- “[W]hoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves 
by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

a. So the Christian who is gifted to teach God’s word must speak “as one who speaks 
oracles of God.”  In other words, the responsibility of those who teach in the 
church is to teach God’s word, not their own opinions.  Preaching is not self-help 
advice from a spiritual guru-pastor.  Preaching is the faithful declaration of the word 
of God.  And it should be done with seriousness and reverence and authority 
because we are handling God’s word, not human opinions.   
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b. And the one who serves must serve “by the strength that God supplies.”  In other 
words, those who serve in the church are to serve mindful that it is only the power 
of God that enables them to do ANYTHING that will build up the church (cf. John 
15:5).  And so they must be prayerful, asking God to empower them to serve well.  

 
c. And all of this will be done so that God “may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”  Our 

spiritual gifts are given to us because we are “in Christ.”  And so it is only through 
Christ that God is glorified as the church is built up through our ministry.   

 
Christian, one of the ways you are called to glorify God is to faithfully use your spiritual gift for the 
good of the body.   
 
Application:  One question that Christians often ask is “How can I tell what my spiritual gift is?”  That is a 
hard question because it isn’t like the Holy Spirit visibly marks us with a “teaching” tattoo or a “service” 
stripe when we are saved.  The best advice I can give to you is simply to begin serving in the church.  
Find a need and meet that need.  Serve the body prayerfully.  Ask God to reveal to you how He has 
gifted you.  As you serve you will discover in time that you are pretty good at some aspect of ministry 
and that people benefit spiritually when you minister in that way.  Once you discover what that is, pour 
yourself into it.  Your gift is a stewardship from God and your gift is the way that you bring glory to God 
in the church!   
 
In 4:10-11, we see that church members have the responsibility to minister their spiritual gifts in the 
church.  
 
Conclusion 
 

There is obviously so much more we could say about what it looks like to be a healthy church 
member.  But I think we have seen a lot this morning.  If you as a member of Christ Fellowship are 
committed to pursuing holiness, loving others, and ministering your spiritual gifts, you will be fruitful, 
Christ Fellowship will be blessed, and God will be glorified.  May God be glorified through us as we 
serve Him in Christ Fellowship because as Peter reminds us in 4:11b, “To him alone belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen!”   
 
If there is time:  
 
As we conclude our time together this morning I want to draw your attention to a piece of paper that I 
hope you received this morning.  At Christ Fellowship, we have put together a church membership 
commitment that paints a picture of the kind of participation we hope to see in the lives of those who 
join the church.  We think a church with members who are committed to serve the church in these ways 
will be a healthy church.  Please follow along as I read this membership commitment.   


