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CFCW-10/26/2014 
 

“What Are God’s Priorities for the Church?” 
(Acts 2:42-47) 

 
Introduction 
 
 According to the statistics, every year between 4,000 and 7,000 churches close their 
doors.1  Those are fairly staggering numbers.  For some, these numbers are proof positive that 
the Church in America is dying.  While I don’t share this pessimism, clearly there is a decline in 
influence of Christianity in America.  And there is no shortage of church growth strategists who 
are ready to offer their solutions to this problem.  Church growth strategists suggest that:   
 
-Churches need to make an effort to reach growing minority populations in their community. 
 
-Church leaders need to utilize leadership principles from the business world.   
 
-Churches need to find ways to use technology and social media to help them reach the younger 
generations.   
 
-Churches need to make their services more engaging in order to compete with other possible 
Sunday morning activities.   
 
-Churches need to help the broader culture see that it is “relevant” and has answers to the 
difficulties of life. 
 
 And honestly, when you look at the advice given by church growth strategists SOME of it 
is helpful.  The church does need to find ways to engage the surrounding community.  We do 
need to be aware of changing demographics.  It is a good thing to want non-Christians to visit 
the church (see 1 Cor. 14:24-25).  But there is also a potential danger here.  If we aren’t careful, 
overtime we can become confused about the mission of the church.  As a church, our mission is 
not to get as many people as possible into our worship services.  Our mission is not to be 
“relevant” to the broader culture.  As a church, our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 28:18-20).  Our mission is to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the lost so that they 
might follow Jesus as Savior and King.  And our mission is to help genuine followers of Christ 
grow in Christ-likeness.   No marketing program or church growth strategy can accomplish 
these goals.  It takes the power of God to make a fully mature follower of Jesus.  Only the 
power of God grows the church. 
 
Matthew 16:1b – “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
 
 

                                                        
1
 Cited from an article by Steve McSwain entitled “Why Nobody Wants to Go to Church 

Anymore” accessed online at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-mcswain/why-nobody-wants-to-go-
to_b_4086016.html on 10/23/2014. 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-mcswain/why-nobody-wants-to-go-to_b_4086016.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-mcswain/why-nobody-wants-to-go-to_b_4086016.html
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   Since only God can truly grow the church, we need to stop and ask ourselves what does 
God want the church to be doing.  Why should we ask this question?  Because is possible to lose 
focus on what God has called us to be and to do as a church.  We can spend so much of our 
time trying the latest techniques and strategies and programs for church growth that we end up 
neglecting the things that make a church truly spiritually powerful.  If we want God’s power to 
be at work in Christ Fellowship we need to organize our church according to God’s word.  We 
need to ask the question, “What are God’s priorities for the church?” 
 
Background 
 
 This morning, we are continuing our series on the church.  Last week we asked the 
question, “What is the church?” and saw from Ephesians 1-3 that the church is an assembly of 
regenerate, unified, and reconciled people who together demonstrate the glorious wisdom of 
God (Eph. 3:10).  This morning, we want to look at God’s word and ask the question, “What 
are God’s priorities for the church?”  There are many ways to get at this question, but what I 
want us to do is to look at Acts 2:42-47 where Luke give us account of what it was like to be a 
part of the very first church.   

The background of this passage is important.  In Acts, Luke, the associate of the Apostle 
Paul is writing to a man named Theophilus, who is probably a new believer.  Luke wrote two 
books for Theophilus.  Today, we know the first book Luke wrote as the Gospel of Luke.  In that 
book, Luke explained in an orderly and historical fashion the person and work of Jesus Christ.  In 
his second book, which we know as Acts (or “The Acts of the Apostles”), Luke told Theophilus of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in establishing the Church and spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
throughout the known world.   
 Acts 1 records the final instructions of the Lord Jesus just before He ascended to glory: 
 
Acts 1:8- “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
And then Acts 2 we find an account of what happened when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
disciples on the Day of Pentecost.  The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and begin 
speaking in tongues—praising God in the languages of the foreigners who were visiting 
Jerusalem during Pentecost.  The miraculous ability of these disciples to declare the “mighty 
works of God” in other languages caught the attention of the multitudes (Acts 2:6-13).  Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit preached his great sermon that led to the salvation of 3,000 
souls in a single day (Acts 2:14-41).   

Peter’s message was simple.  After telling them of the ministry and crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ, Peter accused the crowd of murdering Jesus.  Many in the crowd were convicted and so 
they asked what they should do (Acts 2:37).  Peter responded: 
 
Acts 2:38-“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   
 
And 3,000 men and women did repent and they were immediately baptized and formed into the 
church at Jerusalem. The message of the Gospel is powerful.  

For these 3000 thousand men and woman, the experience of being forgiven by God and 
drawn into His family was life changing.  They had a new hope and a new joy.  They were clean, 
washed in the blood of the Lamb.  They knew the full acceptance of the Father, the grace of the 
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Lord Jesus, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  This wasn’t merely the beginning of a new 
religion or new way of thinking.  In Christ, all things were made new (2 Cor. 5:17) and those 
who experienced the power of God at Pentecost gave evidence that they had been changed.  
They had a new, intense, and burning love for God in their hearts—a single-minded devotion to 
Him.  Listen to Luke’s description of this first church: 

 
Acts 2:42-47- “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and 
signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved.” 
   

Acts 2:42-47 is a summary of events.  Luke as it were, stops his story, and gives an 
overview of what happened in the early days of this first church.  In his commentary, James 
Montgomery Boice put it this way: 
 
“These verses tell what developed in the church and how it functioned in those remarkable days 
after Pentecost.  Obviously this description is intended as an example for us and our 
assemblies.”2   

 
So while our passage is a description of what happened in the first days of the Church, it is more 
than that.  It is an example of what life in a local church SHOULD look like.  As we study this 
description of life in the first local church and see what this church prioritized, we learn God’s 
priorities for the church.   
 
MIM: Following the pattern of the early church, churches today should prioritize worship, 
ministry, fellowship, and evangelism.   
The early church prioritized: 
 

1. Worship 
2. Ministry  
3. Fellowship  
4. Evangelism  

 
I. The Early Church Prioritized Worship (2:42; 46-47a) 

 
Acts 2:42; 46-47- “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers…And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 
praising God and having favor with all the people.” 
 

                                                        
2
 James Montgomery Boice, Acts (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997), 55. 
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A. What does it mean to worship God?  Worship is a word that we all kind of 
think we understand, but we have a very hard time defining it.  It comes 
from an old English word “worth-ship”3 and refers to ascribing worth to that 
which is worthy.  Because God is Creator of all that is, He alone is worthy of 
worship (cf. Psalm 100).  But these early Christians in the church of 
Jerusalem had another reason to worship God as well.  Through Christ, 
God had also become their Redeemer.  God had saved them from their sins 
and so it was their delight to gather with other Christians and worship God. 

  
B. And that is what we see these believers in the church of Jerusalem doing in 

this passage.  The lives of these early believers were characterized by 
“praising God” (2:47a).  They worshipped God together in the temple and 
they worshipped God as they met together from house to house (2:46).   

 
C. When you look at 2:42, we see what the worship of the Lord included.  

These early Christians were devoted to four things as they worshipped God 
together as a church:   

 
a. “The apostles’ teaching” –The twelve disciples had fled in terror 

when soldiers arrest Jesus and took Him to be crucified.  But now 
these same disciples had been filled with the Holy Spirit.  They 
radiated the wisdom and power of God.  They were Apostles—sent 
out ones given the task of spreading the Gospel throughout the 
world.  So these Christians in the church of Jerusalem “devoted 
themselves” to the Apostles’ teaching.  The idea is that the early 
church was committed to and persevered in learning about God 
from the Apostles and checking what they were hearing by the 
standard of the Old Testament.  They were committed to the 
study of God’s word. 

 
Application:  This is a good example for us.  I have often said that one of the most important 
decisions you can make as a Christian is to commit yourself to spending time with God reading 
His word every day.  If you do so, you will grow spiritually.  
 

b. “and the fellowship”—The word “fellowship” refers to a joint 
participation with God.  We will talk more about fellowship later in 
the sermon.  But we should note that these new Christians 
understood themselves to be a part of a community of men and 
women who had been transformed by the Gospel and so they 
devoted themselves to worshipping God in fellowship with other 
brothers and sisters in their church.   

 
c. “to the breaking of bread”— While there is some debate among 

commentators, I believe this is talking about the Communion table 
when a church body gathers together to remember the sacrifice of 

                                                        
3
 Or “weorthscipe” 
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Christ on the cross.  This early church in Jerusalem was focused on 
the Gospel—the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Their church was centered on Christ and so they were committed to 
remembering the sacrifice of their Savior.  It was a Christ-centered 
worship. 

 
d. “and the prayers”—It is interesting that the verse doesn’t say 

“prayer” but prayers.  This local Church was saturated with prayer.  
They prayed the prayers of the Old Testament with new 
understanding.  They prayed the Lord’ prayer.  They prayed in their 
main gatherings in the Temple and they prayed from house to 
house (2:46).  They were not content to do the work of the ministry 
in their own power because they knew that was impossible.  
Instead, they devoted themselves to prayer worshipping God and 
asking God to be at work among them. 

 
Application: What characterized the worship of this early church?  The study of God’s word, 
fellowship with other Christians in the church, taking the Lord’s Supper together, and prayer.  I 
hope you can see some similarities between what this early church did and what we are trying 
to do at Christ Fellowship.  Perhaps you have found our services rather simple.  They are 
intended to be simple because our goal when we gather together and worship God is to only do 
the things that God has commanded us to do in His word.  So as we gather together as a church 
to worship God you will see us do five primary things: 
 

1. We will read God’s word (1 Tim. 4:13a). 
2. We will sing songs and hymns of praise to God (Eph. 5:18-19). 
3. We will unite our hearts in prayer to God (1 Tim. 2:1). 
4. We will preach God’s word (2 Tim. 4:2) 
5. We will regularly take the Lord’s Supper and baptize those who come to faith in Christ (1 

Cor. 11:23-26; Matt. 28:18-20).   
 
These are the five main things we will do in our corporate worship service.  Why do these five 
things?  Because these are the things that God has commanded us to do in His word and 
because these are the things the Holy Spirit uses to make us more like Jesus.  
 
Application:  But as you see in our passage this morning, our worship of God isn’t only confined 
to when we come together as a local church on Sundays.  The church in Jerusalem worshipped 
God in the temple and from house to house every day.  So for us, our community groups should 
be times of worship throughout the week.  And families should worship together as well.  
Fathers, let me encourage you to lead your families in family worship regularly.   
 
Christ Fellowship, the early church prioritized worship and we should prioritize worship in our 
church as well.   
 

II. The Early Church Prioritized Ministry (2:43-45) 
 
Acts 2:43-45- “And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 
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And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need.” 
 

A. The early church delighted to meet together and worship God both in the 
Temple and from house to house, but in 2:43-45, you see that the church 
was also committed to practical ministry.  Obviously, some of the ministry 
was miraculous.  God was regularly performing signs and wonders through 
the Apostles.  But more typical ministry was also being done.  In 2:45, Luke 
records that these early Christians were so committed to meeting the needs 
of others in the church that they were willing to sell their possessions to 
supply the needs of others.   

 
 
Illustration: It is often said that in the typical church 80% of the ministry is done by 20% of the 
members.  But it was not what you see in the early church in our passage.  Everyone had a part 
to play in the ministry of the church.  The apostles took the lead teaching God’s word and 
performing signs and wonders.  But everyone else was involved in the ministry as well.  This 
church ministered so effectively that later on Luke could write of the church in Jerusalem:  
 
Acts 4:34- “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owner of lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold and laid it at the apostle’s feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.”   
 
Application: Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing that when people came to Christ Fellowship they 
would see a church that ministers so effectively to one another’s physical needs that they could 
say, “There is not a needy person among them.”  Brothers and sisters, let’s pray and ask God to 
make us that kind of a church.  
 
Application: But while the ministry pictured in this passage deals primarily meeting the 
physical needs of those in the church, there are many other ways to minister in the church.  
Even though we are a new church plant, we still have needs.  We highlighted one of them before 
the service this morning.  For the last year, two families, the Aldens and the Calkins, have come 
early every Sunday morning in order to set up this room for the service.  We would like to get a 
number of set-up teams in place where individuals and families can minister to the church by 
setting the room for our Sunday morning service and tearing it down after the service.  If you 
would like to help with that please talk to me after the service.   

In addition to that we always need help with childcare.  Many of you are already serving 
our children in the children’s ministry, but there is room for more.  We are hoping to add 
Sunday School classes for students through the 5th grade in the near future.  If you want more 
information about that you can talk with me after the service as well.   

And in addition to physical needs like room set-up and childcare, there are many 
spiritual and emotional needs represented in our church.  Commit yourself to getting to know 
others in Christ Fellowship so well that you can not only prayer for others in our church but 
meet their physical, spiritual, and emotional needs as well.  We want Christ Fellowship to be 
the kind of church where every member ministers effectively in the church. 

   
Christ Fellowship, the early church prioritized ministry and we should prioritize ministry in our 
church as well.   
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III. The Early Church Prioritized Fellowship (2:46-47a) 
 
Acts 2:46-47a- “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people.” 
 

A. When you look at the description it is obvious that this church wasn’t a 
social club.  Each member of the church had the Holy Spirit living within 
them and they were white-hot passionate about being together and 
sharing their lives with one another. “Day by day” they attended the 
temple and worshipped God together.  They broke “bread” together in their 
homes, which probably referred to the early Christian love feasts where 
they would eat together and celebrate the Lord’s Supper.4  They received 
their food with thankfulness and then shared it generously with others.  
Clearly, it wasn’t a burden for the members of their church to be together.  
They relished the reality that they could spend each day in the presence of 
their brother and sisters enjoying the goodness of God together.   

 
A Clarification 
 
We need to realize that the idea here isn’t merely that these early believers just spent a lot of 
time together.  Parents of kids who participate in community sports at the Rec Center spend a 
lot of time together.  Christian fellowship refers to a mutual participation with God.  When 
these early Christians got together, they spent time experiencing, talking about, and enjoying 
together the goodness of God.  So when Tim McCallister and I get together at Starbucks, if we 
just talk about life and drink expensive coffee together, that is not really the kind of fellowship 
this passage is picturing.  That is a fine thing to do, but it isn’t Biblical fellowship.  But if Tim and 
I get together and talk about the things that God is teaching us, and confess sin to one 
another, and pray for one another, and drink expensive coffee to the glory of God—now that 
is fellowship!   
 
Application:  As Americans, the pace of life makes it all but impossible to experience the kind of 
fellowship we see in Acts 2:42-47.  That means, as a church, we need to be proactive in thinking 
of ways to fellowship with one another.  What are some ways we can do that? 
   

1.  As a church plant, we have set up community groups that meet regularly during the 
week.  During these community groups we study God’s word, pray, and spending time 
fellowshipping with one another.  If you haven’t had a chance to connect with a 
community group, I would be happy to help you do that. 
   
2.  I also want to encourage you to consider meeting together with another person in 
the church (men with men, women with women) and commit to study the Bible and 
pray together.  Tyler Freeman and Frank Bertuglia just began meeting together in order 
to study Colossians, pray together, and hold one another accountable to follow Jesus.  
That is a great thing to do!  Perhaps weekly or every other week, you could find 
someone to meet up with in order to fellowship and study God’s word.   

                                                        
4
 John MacArthur, Acts 1-12, 89 
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3.  And I also want to encourage you to invite others into your homes.  This is the 
Christian grace of hospitality.  In our church, the Aldens model this well.  I know many of 
you have experienced fellowship with the Aldens as they have invited you over to their 
home for a meal.  Let me encourage you to pursue hospitality so that our church will be 
marked by Christian fellowship. 

 
Christ Fellowship, the early church in Jerusalem prioritized fellowship and we should prioritize 
fellowship in our church as well.   
 

IV. The Early Church Prioritized Evangelism (2:47) 
 
Acts 2:47- “[P]raising God and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved.”   
 

A. Do you see what happened as a result of the way this church lived out its 
corporate life together?  God was at work among them and the people 
around them recognized it.  A sense of “awe” came upon all as they 
witnessed the power of God at work in this church (2:43).  And seeing the 
genuine worship of God, ministry to the needy, and fellowship of these 
Christians, those looking at this church approved of them.  Luke says that 
this church had “favor with all the people” (2:47b).  They couldn’t find any 
fault with these Christians.  Instead, they desired to experience something 
similar in their own lives.  And as these early Christians shared with the 
Gospel with others, more and more people believed the Gospel and were 
saved.  Luke reminds us that ultimately God was behind all of this: 

 
Acts 2:47- “The Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 
 

B. This passage indicates it and other passages in Acts makes it very clear 
that evangelism was at the heart of this church. 

 
Acts 4:33- “And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.” 
 
Acts 8:4-5 “Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down 
to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.” 
 
[Think also of the ministries of Peter and Paul] 
 
Application:  Christ Fellowship, the one of the priorities of the early church in Jerusalem was 
sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that others would be saved.  And if our church is to reach 
the lost with Christ, we must prioritize evangelism as well.  Evangelism isn’t just for pastors and 
the spiritual elite in the church.  Every member of the local church has the responsibility to 
share his or her faith with others.  And as we share the Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Acts 2:47 tells us what we can expect to see.  We can expect the Lord to add new believers to 
our church.  We should be burdened to see that happen!  We should prayer fervently that God 
would use our church to reach many lost men and women with the Gospel!   
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Application: One of the ways we want to help you with evangelism is to make sure that you are 
able to clearly communicate the Gospel.  In coming days we will have membership interviews 
where we will ask you to share your understanding of the Gospel in sixty seconds or less.  The 
purpose of asking you to do that is two-fold.  Part of it is that we want to make sure that you 
truly understand the Gospel.  We are interested in a regenerate church membership.  But we 
also want to make sure that you are equipped to share the Gospel with others.   
 
What is that Gospel? 
 
 It is the Good News that we declare every week.  God is a good and holy God who made 
us to love and serve Him.  But we rejected God’s good rule and have instead served ourselves.  
We have sinned against God.  We deserve God’s righteous wrath because of our sin.  And left to 
ourselves, there was nothing we could do to make ourselves right with God.  But God did for us 
what we could not do.  He sent His Son, Jesus, to become a Man and live a perfect life in the 
place of sinners.  Then Jesus died on the cross in the place of all who would ever turn from their 
sins and trust in Him.  But then He rose from the dead!  Now all who turn from their sins and 
trust in Jesus alone are forgiven for their sins and reconciled to God.  If you are with us this 
morning and you want to learn more about this message, I would love to talk with you after the 
service! 
 
Christ Fellowship, the early church prioritized evangelism and we should prioritize evangelism 
in our church as well.   
 
So looking again at Luke’s description of the early church in Acts 2:42-47, you see a church that 
prioritized four things—worship, ministry, fellowship, and evangelism.  Now, what did God do 
through this church?  God used them in mighty ways.  Let’s look at what God produced in this 
church: 
 

a. Awe (2:43a)- “And awe came upon every soul”—Not only these early Christians, but 
everyone they came in contact recognized the palpable presence of God.  God was truly 
working among these Christians and it led everyone, both Christian and non-Christian, 
to have a deep sense of fear and “awe” recognizing that God was truly among these 
men and women. 
 

b. Signs and wonders (2:43b)- “and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles”—The Apostles were filled with power by the Holy Spirit and God was 
demonstrating the truthfulness of the Gospel they were preaching by visible signs 
miracles such as speaking in tongues and healing the sick.     

 
c. Unity (2:44)- “And all who believed were together and had all things in common”—

When the Bible says “all who believed were together” it means that there were no 
divisions among the people.  There was no social hierarchy, or cliques, or theological 
strife.  They were unified around the wonder of their salvation and that unity led them 
to share their possessions with one another.   

 
d. Generosity (2:45)- “And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 

distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.”—These Christians weren’t REQUIRED 
to share their possessions with others who were in need.  Instead, God worked 
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GENEROSITY in the hearts of these early Christians so that when they saw their brothers 
and sisters in need they did whatever they could to meet that need. 

 
e. Togetherness (2:46)- “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts” –I 
wrestled with what to call this, but the best I could come up with is “togetherness.”  This 
early church enjoyed spending time together.  The love of God had been poured into 
their hearts (Rom. 5:5) and they expressed that love towards one another in practical 
ways day-by-day. 

 
f. Worship (2:47a)- “praising God”—When these believers spent time together, the time 

was marked by praising God.  To praise God is to declare His “wonderful works and 
attributes.”5  It is to extol the greatness of God.  And this church loved to recount the 
greatness of God to one another and to others.   

 
g. Favor (2:47b)- “and having favor with all the people”—Even those who had not 

embraced Jesus as their Messiah approved of this church.  They didn’t understand it, 
but they saw the signs and wonders, unity, generosity, togetherness, simplicity and 
worship that marked these believers and they approved of the way these believers 
were living.  They could find no fault.  Instead, they desired to experience something 
similar in their own lives.  

 
h. Fruitfulness (2:47c)- “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were 

being saved.”—The people of Jerusalem approved of this church and God Himself added 
His approval by adding to their number daily.  People were being saved and joining this 
church day-by-day.  There was a spiritual attractiveness to this church and God used this 
church to reach its community.   

 
Christ Fellowship, don’t we want to experience these same things?  Our goal as a church isn’t 
to get a many people as possible attending our services.  Our goal isn’t to build a huge building.  
Our goal isn’t to make a great name for ourselves.  Our goal is to be a church that God delights 
in.  Our goal is to see the power of God at work in our church.  Our goal is to make disciples.  
We want to see the lost saved and we want to see the members of our church look more and 
more like Jesus.  Let’s be faithful to center our church on God’s word.  Let’s obey God’s 
commands and keep God’s priorities for the church the priority of our church.  As we do so, we 
can expect God’s blessing.  May it be! Let’s pray… 

                                                        
5
 John MacArthur, Acts 1-12 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody 

Press, 1994), 89. 


