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“Two Declarations” 
(Matthew 7:21-23) 

 
Introduction 
 
 This week I began to read a book on the private writings of Mother Teresa.  
Most of you are probably familiar with work of Mother Teresa and her 
organization, the Missionaries of Charity.  She gave herself tirelessly for nearly 70 
years to the care of the poor and sick of Calcutta, India.  In addition, she organized 
and oversaw similar ministries in more than a hundred countries around the 
world.  For her labors, in 1979, she received the Nobel Peace prize.  Her life of 
selfless giving for the good of others made her famous in her lifetime and her 
fame continues.   
 However, what most people do not know is the spiritual darkness and 
doubt that accompanied Mother Teresa the last 50 years of her life.  To a spiritual 
counselor she wrote: 
 

Since [19]49 or [19]50 this terrible sense of loss—this untold darkness—this 
loneliness—this continual longing for God—which gives me pain deep 
down in my heart.  Darkness is such that I really do not see—neither with 
my mind nor with my reason.—The place of God in my soul is blank.—
There is no God in me.—When the pain of longing is so great—I just long & 
long for God—and then it is that I feel—he does not want me—He is not 
there.—Heaven—souls—why these are just words—which mean nothing to 
me.—My very life seems so contradictory.  I help souls—to go where?—
Why all this?  Where is the soul in my very being?  God does not want me.1 

 
And at another time she wrote: 
 

Father, I do realize that when I open my mouth to speak to the sisters and 
to people about God and God’s work, it bring them light, joy and courage.  
But I get nothing out of it.  Inside it is all dark and feeling that I am totally 
cut off from God.2 

                                                           
1
 Mother Teresa, Come Be My Light, ed. by Brian Kolodiejchuk (New York: Doubleday, 2007), 210. 
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 These sentiments were not limited to a few isolated incidents.  Doubt and 
darkness accompanied Mother Teresa until her death.  When the collection of 
Mother Teresa’s writings was published in 2007 it caused quite a stir in the media.  
People wondered how a woman like Mother Teresa could doubt that she was 
accepted by God.  The idea was that if anyone deserved to go to heaven, surely 
Mother Teresa did.   
 
Is it possible that a woman who had done as many good deeds as Mother 
Teresa could finally be deceived about the state of her soul?  
   
 The point of the sermon this morning is not to determine whether or not 
Mother Teresa is in Heaven today.  The answer to that question depends on 
whether she was trusting in Christ alone for her salvation or if she was trusting in 
anything else—whether in her baptism in the Roman Catholic Church, or in taking 
the Eucharist, or in her good deeds done for God.  You see the message of the 
Bible is that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  And 
the Bible is very clear that good deeds done in this life save NO one. 
 But the sad reality is that many seemingly good and sincere people who 
attend church and consider themselves to be Christians are not trusting in Christ 
alone for their salvation.  Ultimately, they are trusting that their good deeds 
done for God are going to get them into Heaven.  Multitudes in our churches are 
self-deceived and the tragedy is that MANY will not realize their error until they 
stand before Jesus on the Day of Judgment.  We will see this stark reality as we 
study our passage together this morning.       
 
Back ground 
 
 This morning we are continuing our study of the Sermon on the Mount.  In 
recent weeks, we have been looking at Jesus’ conclusion to this great sermon.  In 
this final section of the sermon, Jesus is calling His disciples to truly follow Him—
to embrace the life of authentic discipleship that He has been describing 
throughout this sermon.  And we noted that in this conclusion, Jesus gives four 
warnings that highlight the importance of following Him.   
 Three weeks ago, we looked at 7:13-14 and saw Jesus warn us that while 
there is a constricted and “hard” path that leads to eternal life, there is also a 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
2
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broad and “easy” path that leads to “destruction” and most of the people in the 
world are on that path.   
 Two weeks ago, we studied 7:15-20 and saw Jesus warn His disciples that 
false prophets were going to come in among them.  They would disguise 
themselves as sheep, but “inwardly,” in reality, they are “ravenous wolves” 
looking to devour the sheep.  They would initially fool everyone.  But Jesus said 
that just as bad trees produce bad fruit, so in time, the false prophets would 
reveal their true identity by their false teaching and immoral lives.  
 This morning, we are going to look at 7:21-23.  As we do so we will see two 
declarations.  On the Day of Judgment, many will declare that Jesus is their Lord.  
“Lord, Lord” (7:21) they will say to Him.  But Jesus will also make a declaration.  
He will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness” (7:23).  And so on the very surface you can see that we will be 
dealing with the very real danger of SELF-DECEPTION.   It is very possible to 
spend your whole life thinking you are Christian when in reality you are not.   
 
Matthew 7:21-23-“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’” 
 
MIM: Only those who obey God’s will have the kind of relationship with Jesus 
that enables them to enter into Heaven.   
 
This morning, we are going to look at three realities about entering the Kingdom 
of Heaven: 
-Only those who obey God will be admitted to the Kingdom of Heaven 
-Many who are not admitted to the Kingdom of Heaven will be utterly shocked 
-Only those who have a saving relationship with Jesus will be admitted to the 
Kingdom of Heaven 
 
Setting the Context 
 
 Before we look at this passage in more depth, we need to take a step back 
and ask what Jesus is speaking of here.  When you read 7:21-23, you see clearly 
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that Jesus is speaking of the Day of Judgment when He will be seated upon His 
throne and will cast final judgment upon every man and women who has ever 
lived (cf. Matthew 25:31-46).  Jesus is not merely a great man or a great teacher.  
Jesus presents Himself as far more than that.  Jesus is God.  He is the cosmic 
Judge.  Jesus is the One who will determine the eternal destiny of every man 
and every woman who has ever lived. Those who follow Jesus in this life will be 
admitted to Heaven to dwell with God forever.  Those who refuse to follow Jesus 
in this life will not be admitted to Heaven.  Instead, Jesus will command them to 
“depart” into eternal Judgment.  But it is very clear from this passage that not 
everyone who expects to be admitted to Heaven will ultimately be allowed to 
enter.  Instead, they will be forced to depart from the presence of Jesus surprised 
and utterly dismayed. 
 
“These, surely, are in many ways the most solemn and solemnizing words ever 
uttered in this world, not only by any man, but even by the Son of God Himself.  
Indeed, were any man to utter such words we should feel compelled not only to 
criticize but even to condemn him.  But they are words spoken by the Son of God 
Himself, and therefore demand our most earnest attention.” 3 
 

-Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 
I. Only those who obey God will be admitted to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

(7:21) (cf. Luke 6:46) 
 
Matthew 7:21- “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 
 

A. We need to remember that as Jesus uttered these words, He was 
primarily speaking to His disciples (5:1-2), many of whom addressed Him 
as “Lord.”  In the first century, “Lord” was commonly used as a title of 
respect, similar to the way we use “Sir” today.  But the word also had 
special significance for Jews because it was the word that was used to 
translate God’s covenant name, Yahweh, in the Greek version of the Old 
Testament.  The Jews associated this word, “Lord,” with God.  And the 

                                                           
3
 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 1971 edition), 516. 
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context of this passage makes it clear that those who were crying out 
“Lord, Lord” were not just being polite and respectful to Jesus.  They 
truly thought of Jesus as their “Lord” and Master.  This is remarkable 
when you think of Jesus’ position in society.  He was not a government 
official.  He was not an exalted general.  He had not been trained in the 
religious schools of His day.  By trade, He was a lowly carpenter from a 
backwater town in Galilee.  Still there was something about this Man—
His miracles, the way He spoke (cf. John 8:46), and the way He loved and 
served others—that had convinced them He was worth following.   
 

B. But Jesus warns these followers (and us!) that it is not enough to call 
Him, “Lord, Lord.”    In 7:21a, He says, “Not everyone who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.”  The “kingdom of heaven” 
here refers to Heaven—eternal glory—where God will rule as King 
forever over a renewed humanity who will inhabit a new heaven and a 
new earth (cf. Rev. 21:1).  Who will be able to enter Heaven?  According 
to Jesus, it isn’t the person who merely claims to follow Jesus.  
Particularly in the West, it is an easy thing to profess loyalty to Jesus. 

 
Illustration: According to one recent poll, 83% of Americans identify themselves 
as Christian.4  Let that sink in.  Even in our day, 83% of Americans claim to follow 
Jesus in one way or another.  But friends, it is clear from the moral decline in our 
nation that 83% of Americans are not on the narrow way that leads to eternal life 
(7:14).  While everyone who will be admitted to Heaven will call Jesus “Lord” (cf. 
Rom. 10:9), just saying that Jesus is your Lord is not enough.                

 
C. So, who are the ones who will be able to enter the kingdom of 

heaven?  Jesus tells us in 7:21b, “but the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.”  Only those who truly OBEY God will be able 
to enter heaven.  Jesus isn’t interested in lip-service.  Simply saying that 
you are a Christian in a poll will not save you.  Simply identifying yourself 
with Christians is not enough.  Jesus wants your heart.  He wants your 
entire life.  He is interested in those who strive to live every aspect of 
their lives (words, deeds, thoughts, intentions) in obedience to the will 

                                                           
4
 From an article entitled “Poll: Most Americans Say they are Christian” by Gary Langer accessed online at 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/story?id=90356 on 10/03/2014. 
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of God.  That is what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  That is the kind 
of person Jesus has been describing throughout this sermon (distinct 
from the world (5:1-16), possessing a righteousness that exceeds the 
“scribes and the Pharisees” (5:17-48), sincere in worship (6:1-18), 
focused on heaven not earth (6:19-24), trusting (6:25-34), not 
condemning but merciful (7:1-6), prayerful (7:7-11) and loving (7:12).  
Only genuine disciples of Jesus will be able to enter Heaven.  They are 
good trees that bear good fruit (7:17).           
 

Objection:  Is Jesus saying here that we are saved by our good works?  No.  As 
we have said, the Bible’s clear message is that no one is saved by their good 
works (Rom. 4:5; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-9).  But in addition to what we see elsewhere 
in Scripture, we know that Jesus cannot be saying that salvation is based upon 
good works done for God because of what we have already seen Jesus say in this 
sermon.  The very first description Jesus gives of a true disciple is “poor in spirit” 
(5:3).  Those who are “poor in spirit” realize that they are spiritually poor.  They 
realize that they have nothing to offer God that would make them acceptable to 
Him and so they come to Him for mercy and salvation.  But the salvation they 
receive transforms them and makes them new.  The salvation Jesus gives those 
who trust in Him produces a “hunger and thirst for righteousness” (5:6).  And so 
they go and bear the fruit of good deeds done in obedience to God.   
 
Titus 2:11-14- “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  
       
Jesus is not saying that people are admitted into heaven BECAUSE of their good 
works.  BUT He is saying that NO ONE WHO LACKS GOOD WORKS will enter into 
heaven.  Good works are not the CAUSE of our salvation, but good works are 
the EVIDENCE of our salvation.  To be saved is to be a new creation in Christ (2 
Cor. 5:17)—a man or woman who is “zealous for good works” (Tit. 2:14).       
 
To make this point clearer, in 7:22-23, Jesus goes on to tell His disciples about 
the fate of many men and women He will REJECT on the Day of Judgment.   
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II. Many who are not admitted to the Kingdom of Heaven will be shocked 
(7:22) 

 
Matthew 7:22- “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’”  
 

A. As we said, “On that day” refers to the Day of Judgment when Jesus 
will separate those who truly follow Him from those who did not (cf. 
Matt. 25:31-46).  Those who have trusted in Jesus and followed Him in 
this life will be welcomed into Heaven forever.  Those who have not 
trusted in Christ and followed Him will be rejected.  But the striking 
reality we see in this passage is that many on the Day of Judgment will 
expect to be welcomed into Heaven, but their hopes will be dashed.  
They will be shocked.  In despair they will cry out, “Lord, Lord.”  In 7:22, 
we see two realities about these men and women. 

 
a. First, they think Jesus as their Lord.  They cry out, “Lord, Lord.”  

This is the second time that Jesus has spoken of people crying out, 
“Lord, Lord.”  Who are these people in 7:22 crying out to Jesus on 
the Day of Judgment?  They are professing Christians.  They are 
men and women who claimed to follow Jesus while they lived on 
the earth.  They thought of Jesus as their “Lord.”  They went to 
church.  They read their bibles.  Some served as Sunday School 
teachers; others were deacons; others were pastors.  They were 
even orthodox in their understanding of who Jesus is.  Jesus IS 
Lord.  But being orthodox (having good theology) does not save.  
It is not enough to understand that Jesus is God.  Satan himself 
knows that Jesus is God, but he does not worship Him.  In the 
same way, many people in our churches today have the faith of 
demons (James 2:19).  They believe that Jesus is God.  They think 
they are Christians.  But they are not.  Tragically, they are 
deceived. 
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“These are good people who claim to follow Jesus as ‘Lord’ and who do good 
works and think they are doing them in Jesus’ name who are nonetheless on the 
broad road.”5  

-R.T. France 
 

b. Second, they had done miraculous things in Jesus’ name.  It isn’t 
just that they have been relatively moral people.  Many of these 
men and women who expected to be admitted into Heaven but 
are rejected will have done far more than that.  They have done 
wonderful things in Jesus’ name.  In 7:22b, they plead their case 
to Jesus as to why He should let them into Heaven. 

 
Matthew 7:22b- “…did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’” 
 

i. These are some pretty impressive credentials.  To 
“prophesy” was to speak the word of God.  It might mean 
that some of these men and women accurately foretold the 
future (cf. Acts 11:27-28), but it more likely refers to 
speaking God’s word.6  Some were no doubt preachers of 
the Gospel.  And they tell Jesus that they preached “in [His] 
name.”  And they also apparently “cast out demons in [His] 
name.”  As you read through the Gospels and the book of 
Acts you see disciples exercising authority over demons in 
several places (e.g. Luke 10:17, Acts 16:18).  These men and 
women apparently somehow cast out demons as well.  And 
then they add even more, “and do many mighty works in 
your name.”  “Mighty works” refers to other kinds of 
miracles (perhaps healings) that these men and women had 
performed in Jesus’ name during their life.  Surely these 
were impressive works!  And these men and women 
understood that they had done these things for Jesus.  
Three times they say to Jesus “in your name” we did these 

                                                           
5
 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew in NICNT (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 

2007), 292. 
 
6 Barclay Moon Newman and Philip C. Stine, A Handbook on the Gospel of Matthew, UBS Handbook Series 

(New York: United Bible Societies, 1992), 212. 
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things.  They felt that their deeds done for Jesus were proof 
positive that they belonged to Jesus and should be 
accepted by Jesus.  But, as we will see, they were wrong. 

 
Application:  We need to realize that doing things for Jesus does not prove that 
someone is a genuine Christian.  Today, many preachers in pulpits across America 
are not saved.  It has always been that way.  Thomas Chalmers, the outstanding 
minister of the Free Church of Scotland, and Abraham Kuyper, the Dutch 
Reformed pastor, theologian, and politician in the Netherlands were both 
converted after beginning to serve as pastors in a local church.  It is terrifying to 
think that a spiritually dead man can preach the Gospel and see others saved, but 
he himself is unchanged.   

The Bible also demonstrates that Satan can counterfeit miracles.  Jannes 
and Jambres were able to withstand Moses and perform miracles before Pharaoh 
by Satanic power (2 Tim. 3:8).  Paul warns that Satan can disguise himself as an 
angel of light in order to deceive men and women.  And so, even spiritual power 
is no sure sign of spiritual life.  In the West, we are so secular in our mindset that 
we do not understand the very real power of Satan.  Witchdoctors in Africa, 
practitioners of Voodoo in Haiti, those who participate in whirling Dervishes in 
Turkey all have spiritual power, but it is a dark and unclean power.    

And clearly, in 7:22, we see that even performing miracles in Jesus name 
is not enough to save you.  Friends, if performing miracles in Jesus’ name isn’t 
enough to insure salvation, how can we rest in simply praying a prayer some time 
when we were children, or in coming to church, or even in reading our bibles from 
time to time?  Salvation is not of works.  Regardless of how spectacular they 
might be, in 7:22, we see that none of our works are good enough to merit 
salvation.   
 
Isaiah 64:6- “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away.” 
 
The Gospel 
 
And that is why you and I need the Gospel.  Our passage is so clear on this.  No 
one can be good enough for God.  No one can do enough good works to be 
acceptable to God.  The message of the Bible is that God is perfectly holy, but you 
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and I are not holy.  We are sinful.  In our sinfulness, we have rejected God’s good 
rule in our lives.  We have rebelled against God.  In the eyes of God, even our best 
deeds look like filthy rags.  But there is hope!  God did for us what we could never 
have done.  He sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect life in the place of sinners.  
Then He died on the cross paying the penalty for the sin of everyone who would 
ever turn from their sin and trust in Him.  Then Jesus rose from the dead.  Now 
Jesus offers His righteousness to you.  You cannot be good enough for God.  But if 
you will turn from your sin and trust in Jesus to save you, you will be saved.  Your 
sins will be washed away.  You will be covered with Christ’s righteousness.  You 
will be acceptable to God and on the great Day of Judgment you will hear: 
 
Matthew 25:34b- “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”  
 
Application:  If you are with us this morning and you are not a Christian, we are 
glad you are with us.  We want you to understand this morning that salvation is 
not earned.  It is a gift of God offered to you in Christ.  If you have not trusted in 
Christ as Savior, you can do that today.  I would love to talk with you after the 
service if you would like to learn more about how to follow Jesus.  
 
Application: Many of us here this morning claim to be Christians.  We should look 
at this passage and be warned.  Many people think they are Christians, but they 
are not.  They have been deceived.  Why is this the case?  What is the cause of so 
many people in our churches being deceived about the state of their souls—of 
thinking they are Christians when they actually are not.  There are many causes, 
but let me briefly give you five causes that I think are very common in churches in 
America.7     
 

1. An unhealthy practice of evangelism—Many people have been taught that 
all they must do to be saved is to make a profession of faith.  They hear a 
sermon and are encouraged to be saved.  So they run down the aisle of the 
church, say a quick prayer, sign a card, shake the pastor’s hand, and get 
baptized.  And they are given a Bible with their name in it and the date that 
they made a profession of faith and they are told that they should never 
doubt that profession.  But their hearts were not changed.  They haven’t 

                                                           
7
 Several of these categories from a sermon entitled “Unconscious Hypocrisy” in Martyn Lloyd-Jones, 

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, 428-433, but the descriptions are largely my own.  
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been born again.  They are not new creations in Christ.  They are simply 
deceived about the state of their soul.    

 
2. A refusal to examine oneself—This one really flows from the first cause.  

The Bible clearly teaches that we are to examine ourselves to see if we are 
in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5).  But many of our churches teach that it is wrong to 
question whether or not you are saved.  They say God promises to save all 
who come to Him and so to question your salvation is to doubt God’s word.  
But to examine yourself is not to doubt God’s promise to save.  It is to 
rightly examine your life for evidence of salvation—the good fruit that God 
says will be present in the life of a Christian.  Those who refuse to examine 
themselves are not only disobeying a clear command of Scripture, they 
are also endangering their never-dying soul. 

 
3. Trusting in one’s activities done for Christ instead of trusting in Christ 

himself.  This is a question of what you are putting your hope in.  Are you 
resting in Christ alone for salvation or are you resting in what you have 
done for Christ?  When you are asked why you think you should go to 
heaven, do you immediately think of Jesus and His death for you on the 
cross?  Or do you think about all the good things you have done for God?  
Many think about good deeds they have done.  But to trust in your good 
deeds is to trust something that cannot save.  

 
4. Balancing your good deeds against your sins.  In other words, many who 

profess to be Christians will try to pay for their sins by doing good deeds.  
And in their thinking, as long as they are doing more good deeds than bad 
ones, they are safe.  Some will even begin to think that they can indulge in 
sin a little bit because, after all, they have already done so much for God.  
But this is deception.  While they will still sin, those who are truly following 
Christ will hate their sin and try to put it to death.  It is a dangerous thing to 
begin to make excuses for sin.  It can be a sign of self-deception.   

 
5. A failure to realize that the one thing that matters is our relationship with 

God.  So many people in America simply try to add a little Jesus to their 
busy lives.  They live for themselves Monday through Saturday, but they 
faithfully come to church on Sunday.  God is a part of their lives perhaps. 
But He isn’t the center of their lives.  They think they are safe because they 
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are religious.  But they lack a relationship with God that truly saves.  They 
think they are enjoying the best of both worlds, but they are deceived.  The 
only thing that truly matters in this life is our relationship to God.   

 
Matthew 16:26a- “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 
forfeits his soul?”    
 
We see just how important it is to have a right relationship with God when we 
look at what Jesus says in 7:23. 
 
III. Only those who have a saving relationship with Jesus will be admitted to 

the Kingdom of Heaven (7:23) 
 
Matthew 7:23- “And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
 

A. In 7:23, we see the fate of these “many” who declared they were 
followers of Jesus and gave their works done in Jesus’ name as proof.  
Jesus will make a declaration to them.  “And then I will declare to them, 
“I never knew you” (7:23a).  Jesus’ word to them is disastrous.  He never 
“knew” them.  This doesn’t mean that Jesus was not aware of their 
existence.  Jesus is God.  He was perfectly aware of their existence.  The 
word “know” here speaks of a relationship.  In the OT, the word 
“know” was used to speak of the relationship between a husband and 
his wife and of the relationship between God and His people, Israel.8   
One commentator translated “I never knew you” this way: “You were 
never friends of mine.”9  
 

B. And so here we see that thing that allows someone to enter heaven is 
not good works done for God, but having a saving relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ.  All those who believe the Gospel, trusting in 
Christ alone for their salvation, are saved.  Through Jesus, they truly 
know God and as a result, they have eternal life.   

 

                                                           
8
 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew, 295. 

 
9
 Knox cited in Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 181. 
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John 17:3- “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”   
 

C. But those who do not have a saving relationship with Jesus will hear this 
command, “Depart from me, you workers of lawlessness” (7:23b).  When 
Jesus says “Depart,” He means depart from me forever into Hell.  There 
is only one other place in Matthew where Jesus says, “Depart from me” 
and that is also in the context of final judgment in Matthew 25. 

 
Matthew 25:41b- “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
 
Who will hear these words?   
 
Conclusion 
 
“On that day MANY will say to me, “Lord, Lord” (7:22) 
 
Brothers and sisters, Hell is real.  It is a place of torment and it lasts forever.  
Our passage teaches that many people will go there.  Among those many are 
those who thought they were Christians, but were self-deceived.  But while their 
sentence is shocking, it is also just.   
 
In a cathedral in Lubeck, Germany there is an inscription that reads: 
 
“Thus speaks Christ our Lord to us, You call Me master and obey Me not, you call 
Me light and see Me not, you call Me the way and walk Me not, you call Me life 
and live Me not, you call Me wise and follow Me not, you call Me fair and love Me 
not, you call Me rich and ask Me not, you call Me eternal and seek Me not, if I 
condemn you, blame Me not.”10 
 
Friends, eternal life is not the inheritance of those who merely PROFESS to follow 
Christ.  Eternal life is the inheritance of those who have a saving relationship 
with Jesus that so transforms their lives that they do the will of God.  May God 
enable us to do His will this week!  Let’s pray… 

                                                           
10

 Quoted in John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1985), 480. [modernization mine] 


