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“Two Trees” 
(Matthew 7:15-20) 

 
Introduction 
 
 A few weeks ago, a video clip surfaced of “pastor” Victoria Osteen, the wife of Joel Osteen, 
speaking to Lakewood Church, the “church” that she and her husband lead.  This is what she said to the 
assembled congregation: 
 

But I just want to encourage every one of us to realize when we obey God we’re not doing it for 
God, I mean, that’s one way to look at it.  We’re doing it for ourselves.  Because God takes 
pleasure when we’re happy.  That’s the thing that gives Him the greatest joy this morning.  So 
I want you to know this morning, just do good for your own self.  Do good ‘cause God wants 
you to be happy.  When you come to church, when you worship him, you’re not doing it for God 
really.  You are doing it for yourself.  Because that’s what makes God happy.  Amen?  Let’s open 
our heart to Him today.”1 
 
As you might expect, this clip has caused a lot of furor, with some condemning Osteen and 

others defending her.  But the reason I want to call your attention to the quote is that it is a great 
illustration of what we are going to be studying this morning.  We are going to be looking at Jesus’ 
teaching concerning false prophets (false teachers).  What is striking about this quote to me is that 
there is some truth in it.  God does desire His children to be happy.  Heaven is a world of joy where the 
children of God will enjoy God forever. But at the same time, in this quote you see Osteen TWIST the 
truth of God’s word (cf. Acts 20:30; also 2 Peter 3:16).  The Bible declares that God’s ultimate purpose in 
all He does is to glorify His name (cf. Isaiah 48:9-11; Rom. 15:9).  And Scripture is crystal clear that the 
motivation behind all of our actions in life should be to bring glory to God: 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31- “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do ALL to the glory of God.” 

 
So the Bible teaches that God is all about God.  And our eternally happiness comes from centering our 
lives on Him and not on ourselves.   

But Osteen’s unmistakable message in this quote (and it is also the unmistakable message of the 
entire ministry of Joel and Victoria Osteen at Lakewood Church) is that God is all about YOU.  God’s 
great purpose is to make you happy in this life—to give you your best life now.  Like other false 
prophets before her, Victoria Osteen twists the truth of God’s word to serve her purposes—tickling the 
itching ears of her congregation (cf. 2 Timothy 4:3).   And as you watch the video, the applause of the 
43,000 people of Lakewood Church makes it clear just how popular and dangerous the false teaching of 
false teachers can be.   
  
Background 
 
 This morning, we are continuing our study of the Sermon on the Mount.  We are in the final 
section of this great sermon.  Here the Lord Jesus is applying all that He has been teaching about what it 
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means to be His follower (disciple; Christian).  And in this section, Jesus is calling all of his disciples to 
truly follow Him.  Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus has confronted us with the high calling of 
Christianity (Eph. 4:1).  As a result, those who follow Jesus are necessarily going to be distinct from other 
men and women in the world.  While the men and women of the world reject Jesus, Christians are 
those who have fully embraced Jesus as Savior and King.      
 Last week, we said that from 7:13-29, Jesus is going to give four warnings as he concludes this 
sermon.  As we studied 7:13-14, we saw Jesus warn His hearers that while there is a “narrow gate” and 
a “hard” way that leads to life, there is also “wide” gate and an “easy” (lit. “broad”; “spacious”) way that 
leads to “destruction.”  And Jesus declared that those on that path to “destruction” are “many” (7:13).  

This week, as we look at 7:15-20, we are going to see Jesus give a second warning—a warning 
about “false prophets”.  Those who would enter the narrow gate and follow the hard path to eternal life 
not only have to reject the world and its ways, but they must also beware of certain men and women 
whom Jesus calls “false prophets” (7:15), because it is the goal of “false prophets” to lead people away 
from Jesus and the only Gospel that saves.  These “false prophets” are false teachers (we will use the 
terms interchangeably this morning).  “False prophets” initially seem to be genuine Christians.  But 
overtime, what they truly are becomes apparent by the way they live and speak—what Jesus calls their 
“fruit” (7:16).  In contrast to Christians, who are like good trees which bear good fruit, false prophets are 
like bad trees which produce bad fruit. 
 
Matthew 7:15-20- “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or 
figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”     
 
MIM: Because false prophets are spiritually dangerous, we should be on guard against false prophets.   
 
This morning we will ask three questions of the passage: 
-What is a false prophet? 
-What makes false prophets so dangerous? 
-How can we recognize false prophets? 
 

I. What is a false prophet? (7:15a) 
 
Matthew 7:15a- “Beware of false prophets…” 
 

A. In 7:15a, we see that Jesus commands those who follow him to “beware” or to be 
on guard against “false prophets.”  So what is a false prophet?  Those who 
surrounded Jesus on the mountain were very clear about the identity of false 
prophets because they were steeped in the teaching of the Old Testament.   But 
living as we do nearly 2000 years from when Jesus gave this sermon, it would be 
helpful for us to go a little deeper in defining what Jesus means by “false prophets.”  
I think the simplest way to do that is to look at the Old Testament and contrast 
the true prophets of God from the false prophets who plagued OT Israel. 
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a. In the broadest definition, a prophet is simply someone who speaks for 
God.2  As you study the Old Testament, you will see that God sometimes 
spoke to His people directly (e.g. Moses and Aaron; Num. 16:30; also 
Samuel in 1 Samuel 3), and sometimes God spoke to His people through 
dreams and visions (cf. Num. 12:16).  But most of the time, God spoke to His 
people through His chosen prophets.  These were men like Moses, Samuel, 
Elijah and Isaiah, faithfully spoke God’s word to God’s people in order to 
reveal God’s will and to call God’s people to obey God’s will.  And that is 
what a true prophet of God is:  the true prophet of God is the man of God 
who faithfully speaks the word of God to God’s people. 
   

b. In contrast, then, a false prophet is a person who claims both to be sent by 
God and to speak for God, but is lying.  God did not send them.  Instead of 
speaking God’s word, false prophets speak their own word.  God Himself 
spoke about this a lot in the Old Testament: 

 
Jeremiah 14:14- “And the LORD said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I did not 
send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, 
worthless divination, and the deceit of their own minds.” 
 
Characteristics of false prophets in the OT 
 
 As you study false teachers in the Old Testament a few characteristics of their ministry become 
apparent: 
 

1. False prophets in the OT preached overwhelmingly positive messages.  This was certainly the 
case in Jeremiah’s day.  Jeremiah was given a difficult ministry from the Lord.  He was to preach 
a message of coming judgment and destruction upon the people of Judah and Jerusalem and 
God made it plain upfront that no one would listen to him.  Still, because he was a true prophet, 
Jeremiah was faithful to deliver the message.  But in contrast to Jeremiah, the false prophets of 
his day preached comforting and reassuring messages to the people of Israel.   
 

Jeremiah 6:13-14- “For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain; and 
from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely. 14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly, 
saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace.” 
 
The sins of the people of Judah in Jeremiah’s day was a deep cancer that would destroy the nation, but 
the false prophets calmed the fears of Judah by proclaiming that God intended for the people of Judah 
to experience peace not judgment.  In effect, they put a Band aid over a cancerous lesion.  And 
judgment did come and the city was destroyed in 586 BC by the armies of Babylon.   
 

2. False prophets in the OT were usually very popular.  This is striking as you read the Old 
Testament.  God’s true prophet, Elijah, stood alone against the 850 prophets of Baal and 
Asherah who were popular with King Ahab and his royal court and were given their salary by 
Queen Jezebel herself (1 Kings 18:19).  Likewise, God’s true prophet, Micaiah of Imlah, was 
summoned to the court by King Ahab, but before he spoke, he was warned to give the same 

                                                           
2
 John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7 (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 467. 
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positive message as the 400 false prophets whom Ahab had gathered in his court.  While the 
true prophets of God often stood alone, the false prophets of Israel were popular with the 
kings and people.   

 
Jeremiah 5:30-31-“An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land: 31 the prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests rule at their direction; my people love to have it so…” 
 
But then we also see… 
 

3. False prophets in the OT were very dangerous.  This becomes clear when you look at the 
outcome of the ministry of the false prophets.  400 false prophets told Ahab to go up and fight 
against Syria at Ramoth-Gilead.  Ahab listened to their lying words and was killed in the battle.  
Many false prophets contradicted the words of Jeremiah, saying that Jerusalem would not be 
captured by the Babylonians. But Jerusalem was captured and the temple was destroyed and 
thousands were slain and many others were taken away in captivity. 

 
Illustration: Positive messages, popularity and money, but spiritually dangerous—these OT false 
prophets sound a lot like the “preachers” we see all over TBN today.   

 
A false teacher is someone who claims to be sent by God and to speak for God.  But in reality, he or 
she is lying and preaching their own ideas and leading God’s people into disobedience and judgment.  
 
God’s people in the OT should have been on their guard against false prophets, but they were not.  
Instead, they embraced them and were led away into God’s judgment.  So it makes sense that Jesus in 
this Sermon would command His disciples, “Beware of false prophets.” 
 

II. What makes false prophets so dangerous? (7:15b) 
 

A. In addition to what we learn about false prophets in the OT, in our passage this 
morning in 7:15b, we see Jesus give two more descriptions of false prophets.  
From these descriptions we learn what makes false prophets so dangerous. 

 
Matthew 7:15b- “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves.” 

 
a. First, Jesus teaches that false prophets are active.  When Jesus says, 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you,” it is as if He is saying, “Be 
careful!  False prophets and false teachers are on their way!”  False 
prophets are dangerous because they are aggressive in their hunt for souls.  
They don’t wait for Christians to come to them.  They actively come into 
churches to do harm.     

   
b. Second, Jesus teaches that false prophets are deceptive.  It’s not just that 

they actively come into churches to do harm.  They come in disguise.  Jesus 
says, “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves.”  The picture here is of a man who comes to 
the church and claims to be a Christian.  He claims to be one of the “sheep,” 
a word that Jesus often used to describe of His followers (cf. John 10:14-15).  
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And initially, he fools everyone.  He speaks like a Christian and acts like a 
Christian.  He knows all the right church words and can sing all the great 
hymns of the faith.  But he is not who he seems to be.  He claims to be a 
sheep, but actually he is a wolf.   

 
Illustration: At first, false teachers seem to be harmless as sheep.  And that is what makes them so 
dangerous!  If a man or woman was to stand up and church and say, “Good morning, everyone!  I am 
false prophet who has come to deceive you and lead you away from Jesus so that some of you will 
follow me to Destruction and others among you will be spiritually wounded by my lies and sin,”  he or 
she wouldn’t get very far!  We would immediately remove them from the church.  But false prophets 
are clever and deceptive.  They are not open about their motives. 
 

c. Jesus’s language here reveals that false teachers are not harmless.  They 
are destructive.  The motivation of false prophets is not come and 
fellowship with Christians.  No!  Jesus says, “inwardly [they] are ravenous 
wolves” (7:15b) who have come to devour!  The word translated “ravenous” 
(Gk. harpax) is elsewhere in the NT translated as “swindler” (Luke 18:11; 1 
Cor. 5:10-11, 6:10).3  That is very appropriate because as you read about 
false prophets in the NT, you see that they are often motivated by greed.   

 
2 Peter 2:1-3- “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them 
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their 
condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.” 

 
Just as wolves come into sheep folds to devour sheep, so Jesus 
warned that false prophets would disguise themselves and come 
into churches in order to use Christians for their own advantage.    

 
d. But as we look at this issue of “false prophets” we need to stop and ask 

ourselves what makes them so deceptive?  I think we get help in 
understanding this when we recall what Jesus has just said before this.  In 
7:13-14, Jesus says: 

 
Matthew 7:13-14- “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads 
to life, and those who find it are few.” 
 

i. In Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus is acting as a true Prophet of God.  He is 
teaching God’s truth accurately.  He is warning His hearers about 
the danger that awaits those who reject God and continue on the 
broad path to destruction.  And then Jesus immediately follows 
this by giving a warning against the deceptiveness of false 
teachers?  Why?  Because there are only two ways to live.  And 
Jesus knew that false teachers would come to the church and they 

                                                           
3
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would try to, as it were, stand in front of the narrow gate and direct 
people away from it.  By their teaching, they would lead people 
away from Jesus and the Gospel and onto the broad path that 
leads to destruction.  How would they do that?  They would do it 
the same way the OT false prophets did.  They would proclaim 
“‘Peace, peace’ when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14).   

 
ii. I agree with the many commentators who pointed out that one of 

the distinguishing characteristics of false teachers is that they are so 
positive and affirming.  The false teacher invariably seems nice, 
polished, intelligent, and likeable.  He seems sincere and earnest.  
He has a million dollar smile.  But when you listen to his teaching, 
something is missing.  Listen to how Martyn Lloyd-Jones described 
these false teachers in his sermon this passage: 
     

The false prophet is always a very comforting preacher.  As you listen to him he always gives the 
impression that there is not very much wrong.  He admits, of course, that there is a little; he is 
not fool enough to say that there is nothing wrong.  But he says that all is well and will be well. 
‘Peace, peace,’ he says… 
  

Later in the sermon, Lloyd-Jones notes what is missing from their preaching… 
 
The false prophet very rarely tells you anything about the holiness, the righteousness, the 
justice and the wrath of God.  He always preaches about the love of God, but those other things 
he does not mention.  He never makes anyone tremble as he [speaks] of this holy and august 
Being with whom we all have to do.  He does not say that he does not believe these things.  No; 
that is not the difficulty.  The difficulty with him is that he says nothing about them.  He just 
does not mention them at all.  He generally emphasizes one truth about God only, and that is 
love.  He does not mention the other truths that are equally prominent in the Scriptures; and 
that is where the danger lies.  He does not say things that are obviously wrong, but he refrains 
from saying things that are obviously right and truth.  And that is why he is a false prophet.”4 
  

Illustration: That description sounds just like several Joel Osteen media interviews I have listened to.  
They are full of God’s love, but devoid of Jesus, the Gospel, sin, justice, wrath, or Hell. 
 
The deceptiveness of false teachers lies in the fact that while they say some true things about God, 
they leave many things unsaid.  They sound orthodox at first, but they are not.  They pervert Scripture 
and they do so in order to manipulate Christians into giving them what they want. 
 
Application: I know that many of us listen to sermons online.  We hear about great preachers and want 
to listen to their sermons.  How can we tell if a new preacher is faithful or false?  We need to ask some 
questions.  Does the man preach a clear Gospel of repentance for sin and faith in Christ alone for 
salvation?  Does he warn of the coming judgment of God?  Does he magnify the holiness and greatness 
of God?  If he does, it is likely safe to listen to him.  

                                                           
4
 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 1971 edition), 501-2. 
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But if he only emphasizes the positive and is always cheerful and affirming, if he avoids the 
topics of sin, death, Hell, and God’s judgment, then we need to be careful.  That is how false prophets 
have always preached.  Is he always smiling?  Then we need to remember that: 
 
“One may smile and smile and be a villain.”5     -Hamlet 
  
The Gospel 
 

If you are here this morning and you are not a Christian.  We are glad you took the time to be 
with us.  We want you to understand this morning that we do believe God is a loving God.  But He is also 
a holy and righteous God.  The Bible teaches that God will judge sinners for their sin.  You see, you and I 
were created to love God and serve God, but we have all rebelled against God.  Instead, we have lived 
for ourselves and served ourselves.  That is what the Bible calls sin.  And sin will lead to God’s judgment 
in Hell.  But we have great news this morning as well!  It is the Gospel.  God did something about our sin.  
He sent His Son, Jesus, the Son of God to come to earth as a Man.  Jesus lived a perfect life in the place 
of sinners.  He never sinned.  Then He died on the cross at the hands of sinners.  But He didn’t die for His 
own sins, but for the sins of all who would ever turn from their sin and trust in Him.  Then He rose from 
the dead.  The Good News this morning is that is you turn from your sins and trust in Jesus, you will be 
forgiven for all your sins.  God will save you and you will be with Jesus forever in Heaven.  If you want to 
know more about that, I would love to talk with you after the sermon this morning.   
 
Brothers and sisters, look at 7:15, we see that false prophets are dangerous deceivers.  That leads us 
to our third question… 
 

III. How can we recognize false prophets? (7:16-19) 
 
Matthew 7:16-19- “You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 

A. False prophets are deceptive.  But in 7:16a, Jesus gives us the key to recognizing 
them when they appear among us.  He says, “You will recognize them by their 
fruits.”  Then from 7:16b-18, Jesus uses two illustrations taken from the plant world 
to make His point.  Then in 7:19, He issues a warning against those who do not bear 
good fruit in their life: “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.”  Let’s look at Jesus’ teaching one piece at a time.   
 

a. In 7:16a, Jesus says, “You will recognize them by their fruits.”  What does He 
mean by “fruits” here?  While the word “fruit” in Matthew often refers to 
the moral behavior of individuals,6 I agree with those commentators who 
say that the “fruits” Jesus refers to both the actions and the speech of false 

                                                           
5
 Hamlet, Act I, Scene 5. 

 
6
 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew in NICNT (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 

2007), 291. 
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prophets.7  Here Jesus is teaching us that we ultimately come to know 
people not by what they claim about themselves when we first meet 
them, but by how they live and speak over time.   

 
Illustration: We have all met people who at first blush seemed cold and arrogant, but over time as we 
observed the pattern of their lives we have realized that they are actually quite godly and gracious.  And 
we have all met people who seemed warm and inviting initially, only to discover over time that they are 
actually selfish and mean.   
 

And that is what Jesus is teaching here.  While first impressions are 
important, they are not MOST important.  What is most important is 
observing over time the character and speech of the one who claims to 
represent God and to speak for God.  That is how we are to discern who is a 
true teacher of God and who is a false teacher.   

 
b. This is what Jesus is getting at when He gives these two illustrations in 7:16b 

and 7:17-18.  In 7:16, he asks rhetorically, “Are grapes gathered from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles?”  The expected answer is “No.”  It is the 
NATURE of the thing that dictates the kind of fruit it produces.  Some thorn 
bushes produce tiny dark berries, but they are not edible.  They are not 
grapes.  So the false teacher, because his NATURE is bad, he or she cannot 
produce good fruit.   
 

c. In 7:17-18, Jesus uses a similar illustration, but this time His point is that it 
is the QUALITY of the tree that determines what kind of fruit it produces.  

 
Matthew 7:17-18- “So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.”   
 

i. A healthy tree will produce healthy fruit, but a diseased (Gk. sapros, 
“bad”; “rotten”; “worthless”) will produce bad fruit.  The contrast is 
between a healthy tree and a sickly tree.  From a distance, the two 
trees might look very similar, but when you go up and inspect the 
fruit they produce you will find that one tree is healthy and valuable 
and the other is rotten and worthless. 

 
Application: Now, let’s take a step back from these agricultural pictures and ask the question: “What 
should we expect to find in the life of a one who professes to be a true prophet or teacher of God?  
What “fruits” should his life produce?”  I think Jesus has already given us the answer to that question in 
this Sermon.  Look back at Matthew 5 at the Beatitudes.  What do GENUINE disciples of Christ look 
like?  They look “poor in spirit”.  They “mourn” over sin.  They are “meek,” and possess a noticeable 
“hunger and thirst for righteousness.” They are “merciful,” and “pure in heart.”  They are peace-makers.  
These are the fruit that should be EVIDENT in the life of one who profess to speak for God.  And of 
course, Paul gives the list of the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23- “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”   

                                                           
7
 D.A. Carson,  “Matthew” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. by Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1984), 191. 
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So now, the question when observing anyone who claims to be a teacher of God is to ask, 
“Are these things evident in his life?  Is he producing good fruit?”  Or does the produce of his or her life 
look more like the list that the fruit of the flesh that Paul gives in Galatians 5:19-21? 
 
Galatians 5:19-21- “sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, 
fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.” 
 
Elsewhere Paul describes false teachers this way: 
 
1 Timothy 6:4-5- “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit and 
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which 
produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among people who are 
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.” 
 
Those teachers whose lives produce this kind of fruit are to be rejected! 
 

d. And they will be rejected, not only be discerning Christians, but also by 
God.  If the false prophet does not repent of his or her sin, Jesus says in 
7:19, “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown in to 
the fire.” (cf. Matt 3:10).  This is a warning of judgment, of “destruction”, of 
Hell!  Whether they are lauded by the masses and become rich in this life 
or not, in 7:19, Jesus teaches that eternal Hell awaits false teachers who 
will do repent of their sins.   

 
Conclusion (7:20) 
 
As we conclude, look at Jesus’ words in 7:20: 
 
“Thus, you will recognize them by their fruits.” 
 

Christ Fellowship, we are just at the beginning of our journey as a faith family.  We are just over 
a year into this.  If God sustains and blesses our ministry the day will likely come when there will arise 
among us a false teacher who will try to lead the members of our church away from Christ and the 
Gospel.  Pray, pray for discernment!  Pray for the elders that God will raise up in our church. Pray that 
they will be godly, wise, Spirit-filled men.  Elders in particular have the responsibility of knowing God’s 
word so well that they can refute false teaching (Titus 1:9).   

But brothers and sisters, you must grow in your own discernment as well.  YOU must know 
God’s word well if you are to detect false teachers.  I want to close our time this morning with these 
words by J.C. Ryle: 

 
What is the best safeguard against false teaching?  Beyond all doubt the regular study of the 
Word of God, with prayer for the teaching of the Holy Spirit.  The Bible was given to be a lamp to 
our feet and a light to our path (Psa. 119:105).  The man who reads it aright will never be 
allowed greatly to err.  It is neglect of the Bible which makes so many a [victim of] the first false 
teacher whom they hear.  They would fain have us believe that ‘they are not learned, and do not 
pretend to have decided opinions:’ the plain truth is that they are lazy and idle about reading 
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the Bible, and do not like the trouble of thinking for themselves.  Nothing supplies false 
prophets with followers so much as spiritual sloth under a cloak of humility.8 

           
Brothers and sisters, let’s not be lazy Christians!  May God make us wise, discerning, and faithful so that 
we might withstand the attacks of false prophets and stand firm for the Gospel!   
 
Let’s pray… 
    
 

                                                           
8
 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2012 reprint), 56-57. 


