
1 
 

CFCW- 05/04/2014 
 

“The Blessing of Persecution” 
(Matthew 5:10-12) 

 
Introduction 
 
 In December 2013, Ronnie Smith was gunned down in Libya.  His crime was being a Christian 
who taught chemistry to Libyan students.  In September 2012, Cheryll Harvey was murdered in her 
apartment in Jordan.  Her crime was being a Christian who taught English to Jordanian students.  These 
are just two examples of a tragedy that plays out every day around the world.  By one estimate, 45 
million1 Christians were killed for their faith in the 20th century.  That number represents 65% of all 
martyrs throughout history and it clearly demonstrates that Christians have faced unrelenting 
persecution around the world.  Places like Nigeria, Sudan, Columbia, and China have been hotbeds of 
persecution against Christians in recent years.2  But persecution is found in every country where the 
Gospel is faithfully taught and Christians faithfully obey King Jesus.  The reality that Christians face 
often harrowing persecution should not be surprising to us.  The Lord Jesus Himself promised that His 
followers would be persecuted for their faith. 
 
Matthew 10:16-18- “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 
synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness (Gk. 
μαρτύριον; martyr) before them and the Gentiles.” 
 
 Sheep don’t do very well among wolves. 
 The experience of Americans for more than two hundred years has been an anomaly in this 
regard.  While there was persecution by established churches against Christians who did not conform in 
Colonial times, since the ratification of the Constitution and Bill of Rights organized persecution by civil 
authorities in our country has been minimal.  By-in-large, Christians have been free to worship God in 
peace and safety.  We have been free to share our faith with others and we have been free plant new 
churches.  We have been free to organize ourselves according to the teaching of the Bible.  We still have 
these freedoms today.  We should give thanks to God for them and we should use them.   
 But we should not assume that just because we have enjoyed freedom of religion in the past, 
we are entitled to freedom of religion in the future.  Given the trajectory of our culture and the rejection 
of Christian morality seen most notably in the issue of marriage, it is very likely that Christians will face 
increased persecution from the civil government and even employers in days ahead.   How should we 
prepare ourselves to face persecution?  Our passage for study this morning helps us to see that the 
promise of Romans 8:28 is sure! 
 
Romans 8:28- “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.”    

                                                           
1
 Cited from an article entitled “Persecution of Christians is Still Rife Today” in the Daily Telegraph at 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/opinion/persecution-of-christians-is-still-rife-today/story-fni0cwl5-
1226703406943 accessed on 05/02/2014. 
 

2
 For a complete listing of the 50 worst countries in the world for persecution see “The World Watch List” 

published by Open Doors at http://www.worldwatchlist.us/. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/opinion/persecution-of-christians-is-still-rife-today/story-fni0cwl5-1226703406943%20accessed%20on%2005/02/2014
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/opinion/persecution-of-christians-is-still-rife-today/story-fni0cwl5-1226703406943%20accessed%20on%2005/02/2014
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In the hands of a sovereign God, even the evil of persecution is turned into a blessing for God’s children.   
  
Background 
 
 As a faith family, we have been studying Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount.  The 
Sermon on the Mount is probably Jesus’ most famous sermon.  It is a Messianic Manifesto.  Here King 
Jesus tells us about the citizens of the Kingdom—Christians—those who follow Him.  Jesus tells us what 
the citizens of the Kingdom look like in Matthew 5:1-16.  And Jesus tells us how His followers live in 
the world in Matthew 5:17-7:29. 

Over the past six weeks we have been studying through the beatitudes in the Sermon on the 
Mount.  It has been a good study for us.  The beatitudes are eight concise descriptions of the citizens of 
the Kingdom of Heaven.  They are also statements of blessing.  The word “blessed” repeated throughout 
the beatitudes means “happy, blissful, fortunate.”  Here Jesus tells us about the kind of men and woman 
who are truly happy in this life.  In God’s eyes, the kind of men and women described in the beatitudes 
are the ones who are living the “good life.”  And they are given wonderful promises.   

If these beatitudes have done anything, they have shown us our powerlessness to follow King 
Jesus.  We need God to empower us by His Spirit to live the way these beatitudes describe.  Praise God 
that resurrection power has been given to us in the Holy Spirit (cf. Eph. 1:19)!  These beatitudes describe 
men and women who are utterly distinct from the men and women of this passing world.  The values 
that guide followers of Jesus contrast sharply with the values of the world.  

 
Let us learn how contrary are the principles of Christ to the principles of the world.  It is vain to 
deny it: they are almost diametrically opposed.  The very characters which the Lord Jesus 
praises, the world despises; the very pride, and thoughtlessness, and high tempers, and 
worldliness, and selfishness, and formality, and unlovingness, which abound everywhere, the 
Lord Jesus condemns. 

 
           -J.C. Ryle 

 
The world says we can find happiness by living for and serving SELF.  King Jesus commands us to find our 
happiness in living for God.      

  This morning we come to the final sermon in our series on the Beatitudes. 
 
Matthew 5:1-12- “Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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The Logic of the Beatitudes 
 
 As we have studied through these beatitudes we have noted that the Lord Jesus is not giving 
these descriptions at random.  There is a definite logical progression.  The first three beatitudes are 
what we have called the “beatitudes of need.”  The citizens of the Kingdom realize they are “poor in 
spirit” (5:3).  They are sinful and they have nothing to offer God in order to make themselves acceptable 
to God.  The recognition of their sinfulness before God leads them “mourn” (5:4) over their sinfulness.  
This mourning for sin, in turn, leads them to be “meek” (5:5).  They are done with SELF and living for 
SELF.  Instead, they want to live as God requires.  And that is what it means to “hunger and thirst for 
righteousness” (5:6).  This fourth beatitude of “hunger and thirst” is the pivotal beatitude.  Those who 
“hunger and thirst for righteousness” receive the promise that they shall be “satisfied.”  They will be 
filled to brim with righteousness—stuffed.  And that is what we see in next three beatitudes (5:7-9), 
which we have called the “beatitudes of character.”  The citizens of the Kingdom actually do live as God 
requires (righteousness).  They are “merciful” (5:7), “pure in heart” (5:8), and they are “peacemakers” 
(5:9).  Finally, Jesus says in Matthew 5:10, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness 
sake.”  Here we see how the world responds to the citizens of the Kingdom.  Just as the world hated 
Jesus, so it will hate those who follow Jesus.      
 
MIM:  Those who follow King Jesus will suffer like King Jesus in this life and they will reign with King 
Jesus in the life to come.   
 
Brief Exposition of Matthew 5:10-12 
 
 Before we jump into the sermon this morning, I want us to take a minute and think through 
this 8th beatitude.  Clearly, it is different.  The first seven describe the citizens of the Kingdom directly.  
They are “poor in spirit.”  They “mourn.”  They are “meek,” etc.  But the eighth and final beatitude 
describes the Christian indirectly.  In this final beatitude Jesus focuses on how the world will respond 
to the citizens of the Kingdom—to Christians.  What are the citizens of the Kingdom like?  They are the 
kind of people the world dislikes.  They are not of the world.  They are different and distinct.  That 
difference and distinctiveness flows the fact that they are “righteous” and so they are “persecuted for 
righteousness sake.”  That is what we see in 5:10.  And the promise given to these persecuted followers 
of Jesus is that “theirs IS the kingdom of heaven.”  God is their God already and when they die (or when 
Christ returns) they will enjoy the fullness of what means to be the people of God who dwell in the 
presence of God forever in a new heavens and a new earth. 
 In 5:11-12, Jesus expounds on this 8th beatitude as He transitions to the rest of the sermon.  
He changes his form of address as well.  Before He was using 3rd person pronouns—“they” and “theirs.”  
But now in 5:11-12 he begins to address his disciples directly and to apply this final beatitude to them 
using 2nd person pronouns.  “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely.”  Who are the citizens of the Kingdom Jesus is describing in these eight 
beatitudes?   They are His followers who were sitting around Him on the mountain.  But the blessings 
and promises extend beyond those first followers to all who have followed Jesus throughout the ages.  
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is describing a new people whom He would redeem from their sins 
by dying on the cross in their place.  These are the ones who live like Jesus in the world and these are 
the ones who will suffer persecution in the world.  And in 5:12, we see that these are the ones who are 
commanded to “rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
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This morning I want us to note three things about persecution from this passage: 
-The certainty of persecution 
-The nature of persecution 
-the correct response to persecution 
 

I. The Certainty of Persecution (5:10-11) 
 
Matthew 5:10-11- “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account.” 
 

A. Before we talk about the reality that those who follow King Jesus in this world WILL face 
persecution, we need to take a minute and just let these words of Christ sink in: “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.”  We have noticed how strange these 
beatitudes are as we have gone along.  No one in the world would consider those who are 
“poor in spirit” and those who “mourn” to be “blessed”—happy, blissful, fortunate.  And 
certainly no one in the world would think that the “persecuted” are the ones who are in a 
good position in this world.  But God sees things differently.  And we who have faith in the 
word of God see things differently as well.  Those “persecuted for righteousness sake” are 
“blessed” as we will see later in the sermon.   
 

B. Persecution will come to every faithful follower of Christ.  That is what Jesus says here 
when he says “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account” (5:11).  He doesn’t say, “Blessed are you if.”  He 
says, “Blessed are you when.”  The teaching of the Bible is that Christians are sure to face 
persecution in this life.   

 
Illustration:  Consider the example of Paul.  In 2 Timothy, just before his death at the hands of Nero the 
Emperor of Rome3 told his protégé Timothy about his sufferings for Christ: 
 
2 Timothy 3:10-11- “You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 
patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, 
at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.” 
 
Paul was threatened with violence and finally stoned and left for dead as a result of his ministry at 
Iconium, Lystra, and Antioch (cf. Acts 14).  And then Paul makes this declaration to Timothy in 2 
Timothy 3:12: 
 
2 Timothy 3:12- “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
There is something about living a godly life in this world that will bring out the hostility of the world.  
Those who live a godly life will not escape persecution. 
 

                                                           
3
 Scholars tells us that of the 70 million Christians killed in history, 55 million have been murdered by the 

State.  See “Christian Martyrdom: A Global Demographic Assessment” by Todd M. Johnson accessed online at 
http://www.gordonconwell.edu/resources/documents/TheDemographicsofChristianMartyrdom.pdf on 
05/02/2014. 

http://www.gordonconwell.edu/resources/documents/TheDemographicsofChristianMartyrdom.pdf
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Application:  If that is true, why do we often work so hard to AVOID suffering for Christ?  I recently read 
the book The Insanity of God by missiologist Nik Ripkin.  Ripkin has spent the last twenty years travelling 
the globe and studying the effects of persecution on Christians.  One question he posed in the book is 
haunting to me: 
 
“How is it, I wondered, that so many people are willing to die for financial or humanitarian reasons while 
many Christian groups insist on waiting until it is safe to obey Jesus’ command to “Go” into all the 
world?”4   
 
If we are honest, we often look for ways out of suffering for Jesus.  That is to our shame. 
 

To live like the world, or at least to ‘live and let live,’ will cost us nothing.  To keep quiet about the 
gospel, especially the truth that apart from its saving power men remain in their sins and are 
destined for hell, will cost us nothing.  To go along with the world, to laugh at its jokes, to enjoy its 
entertainment, to smile when it mocks God and takes His name in vain, and to be ashamed to take a 
stand for Christ will not bring persecution.  Those are the habits of sham Christians.5  

   
          -John MacArthur 

 
Application:  Brothers and sisters, I am not calling us to seek out persecution.  The Bible never 
commands us to pursue persecution.  But the Bible does call us to suffer in the path of obedience.  If 
obedience to King Jesus will cause me to suffer, that’s okay.  That is the cost of discipleship—living like 
King Jesus in the world.  King Jesus suffered the hatred and scorn of the world.  It is enough for us to be 
like Him. 
 
John 15:18-20a- “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” 
 
Persecution is certain for followers of Jesus.     
 

II. The Nature of Persecution (5:10-11) 
 
Matthew 5:10-11- “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account.” 
 

A. The word “persecuted” in 5:10, comes from a Greek word which has the idea of “chasing, 
driving away, or pursuing.”6  The “persecuted” are the men and women who suffer at the 

                                                           
4
 Nik Ripkin, The Insanity of God (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2013), 44. 

 
5
 John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary Series (Chicago: Moody 

Press, 1985), 222. 
6
 Ibid., 224. 
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hands of others because they hold beliefs others dislike.7  In 5:10, Jesus uses the general 
term “persecuted.”   But in 5:11, Jesus fills out our understanding of what he means.  
Persecution includes martyrdom and physical suffering, but it is also broader than that.  
““Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account.”  So persecution includes things like slander, malicious 
lying, gossiping and physical suffering as well.  Jesus’ enemies lied about Him and spoke 
evil of Him AND Jesus’ enemies physically beat Him and nailed Him to the cross. 

 
B. But we need to realize that Christians aren’t the only ones who are persecuted in this life.  

Depending on where they live Muslims and Hindus are persecuted for their beliefs as well.  
One of tragedies of history is the way that Jews have been horrifically persecuted 
throughout the centuries.  But Jesus doesn’t say that everyone who is persecuted is 
blessed.  He says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake” (5:10). 

 
C. What does it mean to be “persecuted for righteousness sake”?  We have defined 

righteousness as living the way that God requires.  It is living according to God’s will.  But 
Jesus expands and clarifies our understanding of this in 5:11, when he explains, “Blessed are 
you when others revile you…on my account.”  The Greek literally says, “because of ME.”   It 
is emphatic language.  The ones who are blessed are those who are persecuted because 
they live like Jesus in this world.  In his sermon on this beatitude Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
explained it this way: 

 
“What, then, does this Beatitude mean?  Let me put it like this.  Being righteous, practicing 
righteousness, really means being like the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore they are blessed who are 
persecuted for being like Him.”8  
 
Later in his sermon, he continued… 
 
“To be a Christian, ultimately, is to be like Christ; and one can never be like Christ without being entirely 
changed.  We must get rid of the old nature that hates Christ and hates righteousness; we need a new 
nature that will love these things and love Him and thus become like Him.  If you try to imitate Christ 
the world will praise you; if you become Christlike it will hate you.”9  
 
Application:  If those who are persecuted because they are Christlike are “blessed,” then that helps 
understand what persecution is NOT.  If someone gets angry at you because you are offensive, arrogant, 
and unkind in the way you share the Gospel, you are not being “persecuted for righteousness sake.”  If 
your boss gets angry at you or if you lose your job because you are witnessing to your co-worker when 
you should be doing your job, you are not being “persecuted for righteousness sake.”  If you get an “F” 
because you were attending a Bible study rather than studying hard for your exam, you are not being 
“persecuted for righteousness sake.”  To be “persecuted for righteousness sake” is to suffer for being 

                                                           
7
 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 1992), 101. 
 
8
 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmanns 

Publishing Company, 1971 edition), 115. 
 

9
 Ibid., 118 
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Christlike.  It is Christlike to be gracious and wise in the way we share the Gospel.  It is Christlike to 
give our employer an honest day’s work.  It is Christlike to study hard while we are in school.   
 
“Jesus blesses all who suffer persecution for living by kingdom standards, but he does not bless those 
who are punished for their sin, their tactlessness, or their folly, even if they can somehow connect their 
follies to their faith.”10 
 

-Daniel Doriani  
 

To be “persecuted” is to suffer for being like Jesus.   
 

III. The Right Response to Persecution (5:12) 

Matthew 5:12- “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
 

A. It is important to realize that Jesus is not giving us suggestions here.  They are commands.  
More stunning, in the original language, they are in the present tense, which means Jesus is 
saying “Keep on continually rejoicing and keep on continually being glad.”  This seems 
strange.  Why should the Christian rejoice and be glad when he or she is suffering?  Because 
by faith the follower of Jesus realizes that those who are persecuted for being like Jesus 
have received God’s favor.  They haven’t earned God’s favor by their suffering for being like 
Jesus.  But the fact that they have suffered for righteousness sake demonstrates WHOSE 
they are.  They are the sons and daughters of God.  And as sons and daughters of God they 
receive great promises.  In 5:12, Jesus gives His followers two reasons to rejoice.  
 

a. First, their reward is “great” in heaven.  God promises that those who suffer for 
Him in this life will be more than repaid in the life to come.   

 
Romans 8:18- “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us.” 
 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18- “For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. 
For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.”     
        

1. The clear teaching of the Bible is that heaven is a world of light where there 
are no tears and suffering.  God himself will dry the tears of those who have 
suffered for “righteousness’ sake.”  And that perfect world will last forever!  
Faith enables us to live in light of the promises of God.  If God is going to 
reward us with eternal glory, it is not insane to rejoice when we suffer 
persecution for Christ’s sake.   
 
 
 

                                                           
10

 Daniel Doriani, Matthew Vol. 1 in Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 
2008), 130. 
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The Gospel—Jesus suffered so that we might receive glory 
 
 Friends, let’s stop and consider that here we learn what has been given to us in the Gospel.  The 
Good News of the Gospel is that even though you and I were born sinful and separated from God 
because of our sinfulness, God has made a way for us not only to be forgiven for our sins, but to enjoy 
glory with Him in a world of light forever.   
 If you are not a Christian and you are with us this morning, we want to thank you for taking the 
time to be with us.  We realize you could be somewhere else.  But we don’t want you to leave today 
without hearing clearly that our hope as Christians is found in Jesus alone.  The Bible teaches that God 
is a good and holy God who created Mankind to love and serve Him.  But Man rejected God in the 
Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve, our first parents, chose to live for themselves and not for God.  As a 
result, all of us have been born sinful and separated from God.  God would have been right to punish all 
of us forever for our sins.  But God has made a way for us to be forgiven.  Jesus Christ came to live the 
kind of life we should have lived, but have failed to live.  He perfectly obeyed God.  Then Jesus died on 
the cross the kind of death you and I should have died because of our sins.  But then Jesus rose from the 
dead.  And after appearing to hundreds of His disciples over forty days, Jesus ascended again to glory.  
Now all who turn from their sin and trust in Jesus are saved.  They are forgiven for all theirs sins and 
they receive the promise of eternal life in a renewed heavens and earth.  Because Jesus died for them, 
they receive the reward of His suffering.  Great is our reward in heaven!  If you would like to learn more 
about this, I would love to talk with you after the service this morning.   
 

b. In the second part of 5:12, we a second reason why Christians should “rejoice and 
be glad” when they suffer persecution.  To be persecuted is an honor because the 
prophets also suffered persecution for obeying God.  In the first century, everyone 
agreed that the prophets were righteous men who had suffered wrongly for their 
obedience to God.  It is good to be like the godly.  But it is also fascinating to note 
here that Jesus tells His followers that it is an honor to suffer for Him in the way the 
prophets suffered for God.  Because Jesus is God, it is an honor to suffer for Him! 

 
 
Illustration:  The early Christians in Acts grasped this reality and it led them to rejoicing and boldness in 
sharing their faith in the face of persecution.  Listen to how they responded when they were beaten for 
preaching the Gospel. 
 
Acts 5:40-42- “and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak 
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house 
to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.” 
 
 Application:  The application for us is obvious.  It is an honor to share the Gospel with others.  And if, in 
the path of obedience, God calls us to suffer persecution because we boldly shared Christ with others, 
then bless His name!  He is worthy of our suffering!  So let’s share the Gospel boldly this week.   
 

c. And, from church history, let me give you a third reason why Christians should 
rejoice even in the face of persecution.  The 2nd-century Church Father Tertullian 
observed, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”  God has seen fit to 
use the blood of His saints to further his purposes in the world.   
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Illustration:  Let me give you just one example of this.  In the 16th century, Nicholas Ridley and Hugh 
Latimer were Bishops in the Church of England, but they were sentenced to death for being Protestants 
when Mary, the daughter of Henry VIII, came into power.  They were to be burned at the stake.  At they 
were tied to the pole to be burned, Latimer encouraged Ridley: 
 
“Be of good comfort, Mr. Ridley, and play the man! We shall this day light such a candle by God's grace, 
in England, as I trust never shall be put out."11   
 

And that is what happened.  From their ashes and from the ashes of others martyred 
in England rose a strong Protestant church which produced the Puritans and 
Separatists—a generation of men whose godliness has never been surpassed. Those of 
us who love the doctrines of grace are the heirs of those who died to preserve the 
Faith.     

 
Application: If God should see fit to use our deaths to further His Kingdom on this earth, then once 
again, bless His Name!  He is worthy of our lives and He is worthy of our deaths.   
 
Because we are promised eternal glory with God, the right response to persecution is a faith-filled joy. 
 
Conclusion 
 

Brothers and sisters, because of Jesus, even though we will face persecution in this life, our 
victory is sure!  Samuel Rutherford, a minister in the Church of Scotland in the 17th century, suffered 
persecution for refusing to conform to the Church of England.  Shortly before being thrown into prison, 
we wrote this to a friend:   
 
“It is an old feud that the rulers of the earth and the dragon and his angels have carried to the Lamb and 
His followers; but the followers of the Lamb shall overcome by the Word of God!”12 
 
And that is true!  We shall overcome by the Word of God.  All those who have suffered for Christ will 
receive the great reward of heaven—“theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”   

And it is comforting to consider that those who have given their lives for King Jesus will receive 
His special care forever.   
 
Revelation 6:9-11- “When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 
on the earth?” 11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been.” 
 
Revelation 20:4- “Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge 
was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for 

                                                           
11

 Cited from http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-1600/bishops-ridley-
and-latimer-burned-11629990.html accessed online on 05/02/2014. 
 

12
 Samuel Rutherford, The Letters of Samuel Rutherford (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2012), 128.   

http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-1600/bishops-ridley-and-latimer-burned-11629990.html%20accessed%20online%20on%2005/02/2014
http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-1600/bishops-ridley-and-latimer-burned-11629990.html%20accessed%20online%20on%2005/02/2014
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the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark 
on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” 
 
In the hands of a sovereign God, even the evil of persecution is turned into a blessing for God’s children. 
 
Matthew 5:10- “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs in the kingdom 
of heaven.” 
   
May God enable us to live boldly for Him this week!  Let’s pray… 


