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CFCW- 04/27/2014 
 

“The Blessing of Peace” 
(Matthew 5:9) 

 

Introduction 
 

 It has been said that “Peace is that glorious moment in history when 
everyone stands around reloading.”  And that statement has the ring of truth to 
it.  At the dawn of the 20th century, many in America had almost millennial hopes 
regarding world peace.  They believed mankind had finally evolved to the point 
that there would be no more major wars or conflicts.  But those hopes were 
dashed by World War I.  Then came World War II and then Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, 
and the current “War on Terror.”   
 The 20th century was a bloody century with its World Wars, holocausts, 
gulags, and pogroms.  But the 20th century wasn’t anything new.  Since the Fall of 
Man, the world has been marked by war.  By one estimate, in the last 4,000 years, 
there have been less than 300 years of peace.1  War is in the heart of man.  The 
Psalmist lamented this reality. 
 

Psalm 120: 6-7- “Too long have I had my dwelling among those who hate peace. 7 
I am for peace, but when I speak, they are for war!” 
 

And the desire to war begins early.  All it takes is for two little children to 
want the same toy at the same time.  As men grow up the desire for toys is 
replaced by desires for land, natural resources, position, and power.  The end 
result is war, conflict, and on-going hostility. Think of the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine dominating headlines today.   

 But war doesn’t only happen on a global level.  Individual families are also 
affected by fighting and conflict.  The 20th century witnessed a serious and 
sustained increase in divorce, where homes are torn apart by conflict and fighting.  
And daily we hear news reports of murder and abuse in our own country and 
around the world.   

Is there any hope for peace in a world characterized by war, conflict, and 
turmoil?  The message of Christianity is a resounding “Yes.”  Christianity teaches 
that most essentially, peace is a Person—the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Eph. 2:14).  
Jesus Christ is the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6) and the message about Jesus is 

                                                           
1Billy Graham, The Secret of Happiness (New York, 1955) cited in Leon Morris, The Gospel 

According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 1992), 101. 
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the “gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15).  And as we will see in our passage for study this 
morning, those who follow Jesus are characterized by peace as well.     
 

Background 
 

 Since January we have been studying the Gospel of Matthew.  If you are 
new to the Bible, a gospel is an account of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ.  
Our goal for studying the Gospel of Matthew is to get to know Jesus better.  To 
truly know Jesus is to love Jesus.  Our desire is to love Him more and to 
introduce Him to others who will love Him as well.   

Over the past few weeks, we have been studying the beginning of the 
Sermon on the Mount.  The Sermon on the Mount is probably the most famous 
sermon Jesus ever preached.  Jesus never went to the theological schools of His 
day.  He had no formal religious training.  But the authority Jesus demonstrates in 
this sermon has astounded both learned scholars and common men and women 
ever since it was recorded by Matthew.   Jesus understands Himself to be the 
King and He speaks with royal authority.  The Sermon on the Mount is a 
Messianic Manifesto.  Here the Messiah describes the citizens of His Kingdom—
the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus is the King and in this sermon He describes the 
kind of men and women who follow Him.   

As we have noted, Jesus begins this sermon with eight beatitudes.  These 
beatitudes are eight concise descriptions of the citizens of the Kingdom.  A 
beatitude is also a statement of blessing.  Here Jesus describes the “blessed” man 
or woman.  The word “blessed” means happy, blissful, even fortunate.  In these 
beatitudes we get God’s perspective on the kind of people who are truly happy in 
this life.  These are men and women who are to be congratulated because they 
are in a good position.  The world teaches us that happiness comes from living for 
SELF and promoting SELF.  But in the Beatitudes, we learn that happiness comes 
from dying to SELF and living for God.   
 
Matthew 5:1-9- “Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 
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The Logic of the Beatitudes 
 
 As we have studied through these beatitudes we have seen a definite plan 
in Jesus’ teaching.  He is not giving these descriptions out at random.  There is a 
clear logical progression in His thought as He goes from one beatitude to the next.  
He begins to describe the citizens of the Kingdom by saying that they are “poor in 
spirit” (5:3).  They realize they are spiritually impoverished.  They realize they are 
sinful and they understand that they have no way of commending themselves to 
God.  Naturally, those who grasp their sinfulness before God “mourn” over that 
sinfulness (5:4).  And their mourning for sin leads them to be “meek” (5:5).  They 
are done with self-assertion, self-exaltation, and self-promotion.  They don’t 
want to do their own will.  They want to do what God requires.  And that is what 
it means to “hunger and thirst for righteousness” (5:6).  The one who hungers and 
thirst for righteousness desires to be holy as God is holy.  And so Jesus goes on in 
5:7-9 to describe the citizens of the Kingdom positively in terms of their new 
nature or character.  The citizens of the Kingdom are “merciful” (5:7).  They show 
compassion to those who suffer under the miserable effects of sin in this fallen 
world.  They are “pure in heart” (5:8).  They are morally pure (holy) and they are 
fully committed to God.  Finally, as we will see this morning, they are also 
“peacemakers.”  
 
MIM: Because Christians have peace with God, they promote peace in the world. 

This morning we will be asking four questions as we study Matthew 5:9: 
-What is a peacemaker? 
-What does it mean to make peace? 
-What enables peacemaker’s to make peace? 
-What is promised to peacemakers? 
 

I. What is a peacemaker (5:9a)? 

 

A. We need to remember that in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is 

speaking to His disciples.  “Seeing the crowds, he went up on the 

mountain, and when he sat down his disciples came to him.  And he 

opened his mouth and taught them saying” (5:1-2).  The crowds 

were free to listen in, but Jesus is most especially addressing those 

who are following Him.  What are followers of Jesus like?  They are 
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“peacemakers” (5:9a).  What is a peacemaker?  The Greek word for 

“peacemaker” is only found here in the New Testament.  It is a 

general word that refers to those who make peace—everywhere 

and in any situation whether big or small.  The citizens of the 

Kingdom of Heaven are by nature peaceable.2  They are marked by 

peace themselves.  But, more than that, those who follow Jesus are 

marked by a desire to make peace wherever they go.   Even when it 

is personally costly, followers of Jesus are those who work to bring 

together those who are estranged from one another.3 

Illustration: Here again we see that those who follow Jesus are not like the men 
and women of this world.  Our world admires power and strength.  The heroes of 
this world are generally those who gained power and took what they wanted.  
Think about it.  How many great military leaders and conquerors can you think of?  
Julius Caesar, Charlemagne, William the Conqueror, Napoleon, the Duke of 
Wellington, Lenin, Hitler, Churchill, Eisenhower, Patton, Stalin etc.  Now, how 
many great peacemakers can you think of in history?  If I gave you a moment, you 
might think of two off the top of your head—Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King Jr.—both of whom led massive movements marked by peaceful non-
resistance.  So many warriors and so few peacemakers.  It is telling that both 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. were greatly influenced by the 
teaching of Jesus in the Sermon for the Mount.4         
     

a. “Peacemakers” have peace with God.  It is impossible to make 

peace if there is no peace in your heart.  Where did this peace 

within come from?  The first thing we need to know about this 

                                                           
2 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew in PNTC (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns 

Publishing Company, 1992), 101. 
 
3 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew in NICNT (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmanns Publishing 

Company, 2007), 169 
 
4 See “Mahatma Gandhi and Christianity” at 

http://www.christiantoday.co.in/articledir/print.htm?id=2837 and “Remembering Martin Luther King Jr. 
King’s Vision of Justice: Rooted in the Bible” at http://www.ncccusa.org/newbtu/lullking.html accessed 
online on 04/25/2014.    

http://www.christiantoday.co.in/articledir/print.htm?id=2837
http://www.ncccusa.org/newbtu/lullking.html
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peace is that it doesn't come from us.  It comes from God.  God 

made peace with us through his Son—Jesus Christ.  

The Gospel—How God made peace with men and women 

The teaching of the Bible is that God is the good and holy Creator.  He 
created Mankind to worship and serve Him and live under His good rule.  But 
Adam and Eve rejected God’s good rule and fell into sin.  And as a result of their 
sin, every man and woman is born sinful and separated from God.  We were born 
into this fallen world.  We viewed this world as our home.  We were friends of the 
world.  We shared its ways and its desires (cf. Eph. 2:1-3).   

But to be a friend of the world is to be at “enmity with God” (James 4:4). To 
be at enmity is to be at war.  We were hostile towards God.  We were His 
enemies.  We were made to glorify God with all our lives, but at best we were 
apathetic towards Him and at worst we outright hated Him.  But in a great display 
of love, while we were still His enemies, God sent His Son Jesus to die for us and 
to reconcile us to God.   
 
Romans 5:6-11- “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now 
been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.”   
 
 The Son of God was born into this world as a man.  And as a man, he 
perfectly obeyed God.  He lived the kind of life you and I should have lived, but 
have failed to live.  Then He died on the cross a death He didn’t deserve.  He died 
in place of sinners.  And He rose from the dead.  Now all who turn from their sins 
and trust in Jesus Christ will be saved from their sins and reconciled to God.  That 
is the great news and if you would like learn how you can have peace with God, 
we would love to talk with you about that after the service this morning.     
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i. Brothers and sisters, through the work of Jesus on the 

cross, we have been reconciled to God.  “We have peace 

with God” (cf. Romans 5:1).  And because we have been 

reconciled with God we have peace in our souls. 

  

b. “Peacemakers” make peace in the world.  Before we became 

Christians, we were not only at war with God.  We were at war 

with one another as well.  We desired to have things our way 

and when anyone got in the way of what we wanted war broke 

out. 

1. We were at war with God and so we fought with 
others as well.  We were like planets crashing 
into one another because we refused to orient 
ourselves around the Sun.  But when God saved 
us, He transformed our hearts so that we no 
longer desired to war with others, but instead 
desired to make peace with others.  

 
Illustration: Think of Saul of Tarsus.  Before he met Jesus, here’s how the Bible 
described Saul.  “But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem” (Acts 9:1-2).  But after he was 
saved, Saul changed his name to Paul.  Before he was saved, Paul was 
characterized by threats and murder.  After he was saved, Paul was characterized 
by peace in his own life and by a desire that others would know peace as well.  
Paul characteristically began his letters with the greeting:  “Grace to you and 
peace from God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:2).   

 
Application:  Friends, let me ask you.  What is your life like?  Would you say that 
have you peace with God?  If so, are you someone who strives to make peace 
with others?  Do others think of you and say “There is person committed to living 
peaceably with others and who wants to help others resolve conflict”?  Or do 
people think of you and say, “There is a person who always has to have his own 
way.  He is always causing conflict and division”?    
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Jesus says those who follow him make peace in this world.   
 

II. What does it mean to make peace? 

 

A. To make peace is to bring together those who were formerly 

estranged—those who were at war.  To make peace means more 

than calling for a cease-fire.  It is more than just keeping hostile 

powers apart.  Jesus doesn’t say blessed are the peace-keepers.  He 

says, “Blessed are the peacemakers.”  Peace-making is an active 

thing.  It involves helping two parties move past their differences and 

problems to a place where they are living together in harmony and 

righteousness—the way God requires.   

“The essential fact to comprehend is that the peace about which Jesus speaks is 
more than the absence of conflict and strife; it is the presence of righteousness.  
Only righteousness can produce the relationship that brings two parties 
together.”5 
          -John MacArthur 
 
Illustration:  When Jesus said, “Blessed are the peace-makers,” it must have come 
as quite a shock to the crowds.  The Jews expected the Messiah to be a mighty 
warrior and to crush the Romans and set up His eternal Kingdom where the Jews 
would reign forever.  But Jesus came to make peace.  When He died on the 
cross—He made peace.  Because Jesus was both God and Man, He was uniquely 
qualified to reconcile sinful man to God (cf. 1 Tim. 2:5).  Man’s greatest problem is 
not a lack of evolutionary development.  Man’s greatest problem is not a lack of 
education.  Our greatest problem is that we are sinful.  In-and-of-ourselves, we 
lack the righteousness we need to stand before God.  And that is why Jesus 
came.  By living a perfect life in our place, and by dying in our place, and by rising 
from the dead, Jesus provided us with the righteousness that we needed to stand 
before God.   Because we are in Christ we now have a right relationship with 
God.  
 

                                                           
5 John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7 in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 
1985), 211. 
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2 Corinthians 5:21- “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
Romans 5:1- “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
And Jesus not only reconciled us to God, as Christians we know that Jesus has 
reconciled us to one another as well.  It doesn’t matter if we are Jew or Gentile, 
black, white, Asian, or Latino, rich or poor.  Christ has broken down the natural 
walls of division that formerly separated us and now we all have God as our 
Father.   
  
Ephesians 2:14-“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” 
 
And just as Jesus made peace between us, so He calls us to be peacemakers—
ministers of reconciliation in the lives of others (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).     
 

a. Christians are to reconcile others to God.  That is the task of 
evangelism when we call people to forsake sin and repent so that 
they can have peace with God.  And that is the task of church 
discipline as well, as we call believers who are living in unrepentant 
sin to turn from that sin so that they can experience forgiveness and 
healing from God.   

 
James 5:20- “Let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering 
will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” 

 
b. Christians are to be reconciled to others.  No Christians has the right 

to hold a grudge.  If you are embittered against someone or if you 
are holding a grudge against someone this morning you are in sin.  
Instead, all of us are to work to make sure that we live at peace with 
others in our lives.  We are to actively pursue peace with others. 

 
Ephesians 4:1-3- “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
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gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
 

c. Christians are to help others reconcile as well.  In whatever way we 
can, we are obligated to try to help other people reconcile their 
broken relationships with each other.   

 
Philippians 4:2-3 “I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 
Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by 
side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow 
workers, whose names are in the book of life.” 
 

III. What enables “peacemakers” to make peace?   
 

A.  How are “peacemakers” to make peace?  If we have learned 
anything from these beatitudes it is that in ourselves we are 
powerless to do anything.  Only God can empower our 
peacemaking efforts.  But in the beatitudes we see a principle 
that aids peace-making.  

 
The 3rd Beatitude and the 7th Beatitude 
 
 As we have gone through this study we have noted how the beatitudes 
interact.  One leads to the next.  There is a logical flow.  But two weeks ago we 
also noted that there are other connections as well.  Realizing that we are “poor 
in spirit” (1st beatitude) helps us be “merciful” (5th beatitude) to others who are 
poor in spirit as well.  Our “mourning” (2nd beatitude) over sin leads us to be “pure 
in heart” (6th beatitude)—holy before God.  In the same way, being “meek” (3rd) 
and unconcerned about SELF enables us to be “peacemakers” (7th beatitude).   
Where does conflict come from?  SELF!  Listen to James 4:1-2a 
 
James 4:1-2a- “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so 
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.” 
       
Disunity, disharmony, conflict, and war all spring from the same source—concern 
about SELF.  So if I am committed to self-promotion, self-ambition, and self-
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assertion, if I always have to have my way—I am sure to conflict with others 
who are equally passionate about promoting themselves and their desires.  But 
if I am “meek” and unconcerned about SELF, but instead want to do God’s will, 
then I am in a position to be a peacemaker.  I am freed up to promote the 
Kingdom of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  I am freed to promote peace 
among others.     
 

To be a peacemaker obviously means that one must have an entirely new 
view of self, and here you see how it links up with our definition of the 
meek.  Before one can be a peacemaker one must be entirely delivered 
from self, from self-interest, from self-concern.  Before you can be a 
peacemaker you really must be entirely forgetful of self because as long as 
you are thinking about yourself, and shielding yourself, you cannot be doing 
the work properly.  To be a peacemaker you must be, as it were, absolutely 
neutral so that you can bring the two sides together.  You must not be 
sensitive, you must not be touchy, you must not be on the defensive.  If you 
are, you will not be a very good peacemaker.  Perhaps I can best explain it 
like this.  The peacemaker is one who is not always looking at everything 
in terms of the effect it has upon himself.6     

 
         -Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

Five Scriptural Principles for Peacemaking 
 

a. Be concerned about the Kingdom of God, not the kingdom of SELF.  

As we have already said, this is the way to make peace.  Concern 

about SELF only breeds conflict, but concern about God’s will and 

God’s reputation in the world will keep us from conflict and cause us 

to promote peace.     

Application: Husbands and wives, if you are more concerned to do God’s will in 
your home than you are to get your own way, you will have less fights in your 
home.  
 
Application:  Christ Fellowship, if we want to be this church to be marked by 
peace and unity, we all need to die to our own desires for the church and instead 
                                                           

6 Martin Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: William B. 
Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 1971 Edition), 105. 
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seek God’s word to learn what Gods desires for Christ Fellowship.  God has been 
clear about what He wants the church to be like.  We need to be diligent students 
of His word to learn how He would have us live life together.    
 

b. Control your tongue.  Our words are another powerful source of 
conflict.  We can wound so easily with our words.  We need to be 
careful to guard our tongues so that we do not breed conflict.  
Gossiping about others breeds conflict.  Saying true things, but failing 
to say them in love, also breeds conflict.  Always having to have the 
last word breeds conflict.  It can feel like death to not get the last 
word in a conversation (and it really is a form of death), but it also 
demonstrates that you are more concerned about God’s will than 
about winning an argument. 

 
Application:  You don’t always have to let others know what is on your mind—
particularly if what is on your mind won’t edify others (cf. Eph. 4:29).  Sometimes 
the godliest thing one can do it be quiet. 
 
Psalm 141:3- “Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of 
my lips!” 
 

c. Don’t guess other people’s motives.  Isn’t it interesting to note how 
quick we are to assign bad motives to the things people do?  
Someone walks by without saying “Hi” to us and we assume they are 
either angry with us or simply a hateful person.  When really, they 
might have been preoccupied and didn’t even notice us.  If you don’t 
know why someone did something, the safest thing to do is simply 
to ask them.   

 

“Guessing other people’s motives is a prime way to subvert our peace, especially 
since, by some perverse impulse, we tend to make the most negative, self-
damaging guesses.  Instead, let us remember that if we have peace with God, we 
can free ourselves of worry about lesser things.”7  
 

          -Daniel Doriani 
 
                                                           

7 Daniel Doriani, Matthew, vol. 1 in Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R 
Publishing, 2008), 126. 
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Love assumes the best. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:7- “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.” 
 

d. Pray.  This is a simple thing and I don’t think I need to prove from 
Scripture that we should pray for other people.  If you are in a 
conflict with another person and they are unwilling to resolve the 
conflict or if we know of others who are fighting and neither side is 
willing to compromise, we can always go to God and pray.  

 
Proverbs 21:1- ‘The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he 

turns it wherever he will.” 

e. Remember that peacemaking requires more than one willing party.  
Even among believers there are some relationships that will not be 
mended in this life.  One party is simply unwilling to reconcile.  That 
is a hard thing.  God desires that we would be “peacemakers.”  But 
God has not commanded us to be at peace with everyone.  He 
knows we cannot do that.  
  

Romans 12:18- “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” 
  

IV. What is promised to “peacemakers”? (5:9b)  

A. Why are “peacemakers” blessed?  Why are they happy, blissful, and 
fortunate? –“For they shall be called sons of God.”  Five times in the 
New Testament, God is called the “God of Peace” (Rom. 15:33; 2 Cor. 
13:11; Phil. 4:9; 1 Thes. 5:23; Heb. 13:20).  And Christians, the 
citizens of the Kingdom, are like their Father. 

 
Illustration: You can’t look at my children and not tell that they are my children.  
They look like me.  But you can also tell my children are my children, for better or 
for worse, because they act like me.  So God’s children act like God in this world. 

 
a. According to John MacArthur, the word for “sons” here “expresses 

the dignity and honor of the relationship of a child to his parents.  As 
God’s peacemakers we are promised the glorious blessing of eternal 
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Sonship in His eternal kingdom.”8  It is a high and holy privilege to be 
a son or daughter of God and that is the promise given to those who 
are “peacemakers” in this life.  We are His sons and daughters now 
and God will own us as His sons and daughters throughout eternity.     

 
Conclusion 
 
 “Peacemakers” will live forever in a world of peace.  War and conflict may 
characterize this world, but a better world is coming.  One of the great hopes of 
the OT is the end of warfare (cf. Micah 4:3-4).  Jesus struck the death blow against 
war at the cross (Eph. 2:14).  One day the Prince of People will live with the 
people of peace in a world of peace forever.  May we live and make peace this 
week in light of the fact that we will enjoy peace forever with our Heavenly 
Father!  Let’s pray…   

                                                           
8 John MacArthur, Matthew 1-7, 217. 


