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CFCW- 01/05/2014 
 

“Four Desires for 2014” 
(Selected Scriptures) 

 
Introduction 
 
 Happy New Year!  New Year’s is a wonderful opportunity to stop and take stock of ourselves.  It 
is a great opportunity to think about what God has done in our lives over the last year.  And it is a great 
opportunity to recommit ourselves to serve God in the coming year.  For my family, we had no idea this 
time last year that God would actually bring us to Williamsburg, VA.  It was a possibility, but far from 
certain.  And it has been a great joy to move to Williamsburg and lock arms with you and work to plant 
this church.  Thinking back over the past year, and even the last six months, we can certainly say that 
God has been faithful to us. 

As I think about the things that God has done among Christ Fellowship and dream a little bit 
about what God might do through us, I am both thankful and hopeful.  I am thankful for each of you 
that God has brought to be a part of Christ Fellowship and I am hopeful that the Lord will help us to 
accomplish great things for His Name in this coming year.  We want to serve God well in 2014.  We want 
to bless others in our community and we want to bless others around the world in 2014.  But we can’t 
do this in our own power.  We need God’s power.  We need God to sovereignly move among us and use 
us.  It is a good thing to be used by God!   
 We are still at the beginning of our journey as a faith family.  We have some things figured out, 
but there are a lot of things that we still need to put together.  But even as we think and pray and 
strategize in the coming weeks and months about how we will serve God in 2014, I don’t want us to 
lose sight of what God has clearly called us to BE as a local church.  So this morning I want to share 
with you four desires that I have for Christ Fellowship for 2014. 
 

 In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to be devoted to God’s word. 

 In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to be committed to prayer. 

 In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to love one another. 

 In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to love the lost.    
 

These four things are simple and straightforward.  They aren’t particularly profound.  But if, by God’s 
grace, we do these four things, we will be a healthy church.   
 
Let’s begin our time by reading a description of a healthy church from Acts 2:42-47: 
 
Acts 2:42-47- “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 
 
So we see that in the days immediately following the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the 
early church was characterized by a few things: 
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a. They were devoted to God’s word- “the teaching of the apostles” 
b. They were committed to prayer- “the prayers” of the OT, the Lord’s Prayer, other prayers… 
c. They loved one another- they were devoted to “the fellowship” (Acts 2:42; Gk. koinonia—

enjoying God together) and they loved to spend time together: “day by day attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their received their food 
with glad and generous hearts” (2:46)  

d. They loved the lost—This was an evangelistic church: “And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved” 2:47).  
 

I hope you see the similarities between these activities of the early church and my desires for Christ 
Fellowship for 2014.  
 

I. In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to be devoted to God’s word. 
 

A. As we see in Acts 2:42, the early church was devoted to God’s word and Christ 
Fellowship needs to be devoted to God’s word as well.  Why should we be devoted 
to God’s word? 
 

a. God’s word teaches us about God. If we would know God, we must know 
His word.  The Bible is God’s perfect revelation of who He is.  In the Bible 
we see: 
 

i. God’s power in creation—humans make, but God creates! 
ii. God’s sovereignty in election—Abraham, Israel, and the Church 

iii. God’s holiness—book of Leviticus, judgment on Israel and Judah 
iv. God’s love for sinners and willingness to save—OT prophecies of a 

coming Savior 
v. God’s faithfulness to His promises—Jesus Christ  

 
b. God’s word helps us thrive spiritually. 

 
I Peter 2:2 (NASB)- “like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow 
in respect to salvation.”  
 
Application: Think back over 2013.  Can you see definite ways in which you have grown in your love for 
God?  Are there clear examples of ways you are less selfish?  Less fearful?  Less impatient?  Less sharp 
with your tongue? God has given us his word so that we might grow in Christ-likeness.  If you are a 
Christian, that is a deep desire for you.  God’s word can help you grow in 2014.  Devote yourself to 
reading and knowing it.   
 

c. God’s word helps us endure temptation and trials 
 
Psalm 112:1- “Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in his 
commandments...6 For the righteous will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. 7 He is not 
afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 8 His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until 
he looks in triumph on his adversaries.”  
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1. We need to be a congregation devoted to God’s word because 
those who delight in God’s word have the resources they need to 
patiently endure the trials of this life.  The world will not be 
impressed with our message if only rejoice when things go well 
(getting a promotion at work, or buying a new car, or celebrating 
the birth of a child).  But they will take notice if our church is filled 
with people who rejoice despite a diagnosis of cancer, loss of 
employment, a difficult marriage, or troubled children.   

 
d. God’s word will help us stand in the Day of Judgment 

 
Matthew 7:24-27- “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.”  
 
Application: I can say on the authority of Jesus Christ that the eternal fate of every man and woman 
depends on whether or not they devote themselves to resting in and living upon the word of God.   

 
Application: So, as we begin this New Year, what are some ways that we, as Christ Fellowship, can 
devote ourselves to God’s word? 
 

1. CFCW 
a. The preaching ministry of Christ Fellowship must always be centered on God’s word.  

The best way I know to do that is through expositional preaching.  Expositional 
preaching is preaching that makes the point of the passage the point of the 
message.  It exposes what is in the passage.  As a preacher, I am called to preach the 
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).  The best way I know to do that is to preach 
through entire books of the Bible.  We just completed 1 Timothy two weeks ago.  
We will be beginning to preach through the Gospel Matthew next week.   As we do 
so, may God inflame our love for Jesus Christ! 

 
b. In 2014, we need to develop a children’s ministry that is committed to teaching 

God’s word to our children.  Our nursery and children’s ministry should not merely 
exist to keep children safe.  They are tools we can use to make disciples.  If you 
volunteer to serve in children’s ministry, you need to have that mindset.  You need 
to prayerfully approach your ministry to children each week asking God to help you 
love them and teach them God’s word faithfully.   

 
c. Community groups (small groups)—In 2014, we need to begin small groups that are 

centered on God’s word as well.  So, along with prayer and fellowship, we will be 
going back through the passage of Scripture that had been preached the Sunday 
before, using a part of our small group time to continue applying that passage to our 
lives in concrete ways.   
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2. What about you? 
 

a. If you don’t already do this, the single best thing you can do to grow in your walk 
with God is to commit to spending time with God everyday through Bible reading 
and prayer.     
 

b. Have you ever read through the Bible cover to cover?  2014 is a great year to do 
that.  If you need help in getting a plan in place, there are a lot of plans available and 
I would be happy to help you find one.   
 

c. Consider meeting up with another member of Christ Fellowship to study a book of 
the Bible together.  The accountability of studying the Bible with another person will 
keep you in God’s word.   

 
d. If you find the Bible to be confusing at times and don’t know how it all fits together, 

make it a goal to learn the storyline of the entire Bible.  The Bible is ONE story—
God’s work of redeeming His people through the cross of Christ.   

 
Illustration:  [Recount the story of trying to put Ryle’s 24 piece puzzle together over Christmas]  Just like 
looking at the picture on the puzzle box helps you put the pieces in place, so knowing the storyline of 
the Bible will help you make sense of individual books and passages.   
 

e. Fathers, lead your family in family devotions.  I know life is busy, but taking time 
regularly to read the Bible and pray with your wife and children is an important part 
of your responsibility as leader in your home.   

 
Christ Fellowship, let’s be devoted to God’s word in 2014.   
 

II. In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to be committed to prayer. 
 
Hebrews 4:14-16- “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.” 
 

A. Why is prayer so difficult for us?  I don’t know about you, but I find prayer 
to be one of the hardest disciplines in the Christian life.  It is something I 
just have to keep working at year after year.  I think it is like that for many 
people.  In fact, I don’t think I have met a real Christian who said he or she 
was satisfied with his or her prayer life.  That would be kind of like saying 
you think you are sufficiently humble.  We can never be humble enough 
and we can never pray enough.   But if we realize who God is and who we 
are, we will begin to pray as we ought.  Beggars beg; and when we begin 
to realize our spiritual poverty apart from God, we will cry out to our 
heavenly Father as we ought. 
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B. There are so many things I could say about prayer and my desire that Christ 
Fellowship would be marked by prayer.  I hope you pray.  I hope your family prays 
together.  Christ Fellowship, we are a family of faith.  As such, we need to pray 
together.  Did you know that nearly two-thirds of the references to prayer in the 
book of Acts are accounts of believers praying together?1 

 
Illustration from Spurgeon’s Tabernacle 
 
 A few weeks ago, as an illustration I mentioned that the widow of a British clergyman, Mrs. 
Hillyard gave Charles Spurgeon 20,000 pounds to help Spurgeon’s church, the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
start a home for boys.  Here is the background to that story recorded by a student of Spurgeon’s pastors 
college:  On their Monday evening prayer service, speaking to his congregation… 
 

Mr. Spurgeon said, ‘Dear friends, we are a huge church, and should be doing more for the Lord 
in this great city [London].  I want us, tonight, to ask Him to send us some new work; and if we 
need money to carry it on, let us pray that the means may also be sent.”  Several of the students 
[of Spurgeon’s pastors college] had been called to the platform to join with deacons and elders 
in leading the assembly to the throne of grace, and to plead with God about the matter.  While 
that mighty man of prayer, Mr. William Olney, was wrestling with the Lord, the beloved 
President [Spurgeon] knew that the answer had come.  Had the Holy Spirit told him? It seemed 
so, for, walking lightly across the platform to where I was sitting, he said to me softly, ‘it’s all 
right, Welton; you pray for the conversion of sinners, will you?’ A few days after this Tabernacle 
prayer-meeting, Mrs. Hillyard wrote to the dear pastor offering to entrust him with 20,000 
pounds for the purpose of founding an Orphanage for fatherless children. Here was the new 
work and the money with which to begin it.  It was my conviction thirty years ago, as it is today, 
that the Stockwell orphanage, as well as the money to found it, came from the Lord in answer to 
the petitions offered that Monday night.  Surely, the orphanage was born of prayer.2 

 
Application: Our God is the same God as He was in in Spurgeon’s day.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever (Heb. 13:8).  Why can’t God answer prayers offered in Christ Fellowship the 
same way he answered prayers offered in Spurgeon’s Tabernacle?  Of course, He can!  I pray that in 
2014, we will have times of intentional prayers (maybe Sunday nights instead of Monday nights!) where 
we can come together and ask God to guide us and bless us and use us in Williamsburg.    
 
Christ Fellowship, let’s be committed to prayer. 
 

III. In 2014, I desire the members of Christ Fellowship to love one another. 
 
John 13:34-35- “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
 

                                                           
1
 Vander Griend, Make Your Home a Light-House, 38.  Cited in the R.E.A.C.H. training material by John H. 

Ewart. 
 
2
Quoted in C.H. Spurgeon, C.H. Spurgeon Autobiography: Vol. 2 The Full Harvest 1860-1892, (Edinburgh: 

Banner of Truth Trust, 1995 reprint),162. 



6 
 

B. As we saw in Acts 2, the early Christians loved one another.  They loved 
being together, and it was this love that was so attractive to those outside 
the church.  The love of Christians for one another was something 
completely new in the world and it was provided powerful evidence that 
Christians worshipped the true God.   
 

Illustration: Aristides the Athenian was a Christian apologist of the 2nd century who wrote a defense of 
Christianity to the Emperor Hadrian.  In his defense, The Apology of Aristides, he made this observation 
about Christians, “They love one another.”  He told the emperor of the practical love Christians 
demonstrated.  He noted that Christians would provide for other Christians who had been thrown into 
prison for their faith.  They showed hospitality to strangers.  They cared for widows.  They rescued 
orphans.  If anyone among them didn’t have food, others would fast for two or three days and give their 
food to that brother or sister!3  The love of early Christians wasn’t theoretical, it was down to earth.   
 

C. Christ Fellowship, we are seeking to plant a healthy church in 
Williamsburg, VA.  We want guests to come to our services and see a 
group of people who deeply care for one another.  Christian love is 
attractive to those God is drawing to Himself.  But we know that a few 
hours spent together on Sunday morning is not enough to develop the 
deep relationships we see in Acts 2 and read about in Church history.  
That is why I am so encouraged to hear of the way you are getting 
together outside of church.  I hear of families meeting together and 
spending time together.  That is great!  Keep it up! 
   

1. So, how can Christ Fellowship encourage deep relationships in 
2014? Here’s two key ways: 
 

a. One of the backbones of our ministry must be our 
community groups (small groups).  I am praying that God 
will help us establish community groups that meet regularly 
throughout the area.  These groups should accomplish 
three key functions: teaching, prayer, and fellowship.  We 
have already talked about using some time in community 
groups to apply Scripture to our lives.  And we also want 
community groups to include times of prayer for one 
another.  That is a practical way to love.  But we also want 
community groups to be a time where we build community.  
We need to be intentional in this.  Scripture commands us 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep” (Rom. 12:15).  That means we need to really know 
one another and be open to share our triumphs and 
burdens with one another.  May God make our community 
groups places where we can practically love another!   

 

                                                           
3
 See The Apology of Aristides accessed online at 

http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/aristides_05_trans.htm on 01/03/2014. 
 

http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/aristides_05_trans.htm%20on%2001/03/2014
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b. Accountability relationships (sometimes called “fight 
clubs”)—I am praying that the members of Christ Fellowship 
will be committed to meeting in groups of two or three to 
not only study the Bible or read good books together, but to 
hold one another accountable.  One of the greatest 
blessings in the Christian life is to know that you have a 
brother or sister who is for you; a person that you can bear 
your heart to and confess sin to without fear that they will 
betray your confidence.  If you don’t have that, pursue that.  
Talk to me about it and I will try to connect you with 
another person to meet up with regularly.   

 
Illustration: Why should CFCW establish these kinds of ministries?  Why not just let people get 
together when they feel so inclined?  Trellis and Vine.  A trellis is a structure that supports the weight of 
a vine so that the vine can grow and flourish.  We want to grow in our love for one another in Christ 
Fellowship.  So Christ Fellowship should be committed to providing community groups and to 
encouraging accountability groups so that there is adequate opportunity for people to meet together 
regularly to encourage one another and love on one another.  Small groups and accountability groups 
are trellis structures that promote healthy growth in the body.  Of course, you won’t be required to join 
a small group or be in an accountability group to be a member of Christ Fellowship.   But if you want to 
follow Jesus and love others well, I hope that being a part of community groups and accountability 
groups would be attractive to you.  
 
Christ Fellowship, we must love one another! 
 

IV. In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to love the lost.   
 

A. When we speak of “loving the lost” and “evangelism” in the local church we need to 
be careful.  Just hearing the word “evangelism” often produces one of two emotions 
(or both!) in us.  Sometimes it produces fear, as immediately our minds race to all 
the bad things that could happen if we share the Gospel with someone we know 
and they reject us.  Sometimes it produces guilt, because we know that we should 
evangelize, but often we do not.  The statistics on evangelism in our local churches 
are not good.  According to one recent survey 80% of respondents affirmed that 
they had a personal responsibility to share their faith with others.  But 61% said they 
had not shared their faith with anyone in the last six months.  Only 21% said they 
pray every day for specific non-Christians to come to faith.4   

 
So how are we to motivate ourselves to love the lost?  We could try guilt.  But guilt will never produce 
obedience in a believer.  It might make us share our faith once or twice, but guilt never produces love 
for others.  It only makes us focus on ourselves. We need a better motivation: 
 
 
 

                                                           
4
 From an article entitled “Majority of Churchgoers Never Share Their Faith, Lifeway Study Shows” by 

Melissa Steffan accessed online at http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2012/august/majority-of-
churchgoers-never-share-their-faith-lifeway.html on 01/04/2014. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2012/august/majority-of-churchgoers-never-share-their-faith-lifeway.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2012/august/majority-of-churchgoers-never-share-their-faith-lifeway.html
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Our Motivations—Glory and Gratitude and Love 
 
Revelation 7:9-10- “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
 
Glory:  This glorious vision of a vast, innumerable multitude of worshippers surrounding the throne of 
Jesus in heaven is not religious “pie-in-the-sky.”  It is far more certain that this glorious scene of 
worship will occur than that you or I will be alive tomorrow.  The Lord Jesus will be worshipped for His 
sacrifice on the cross forever and ever.   
Gratitude and love:  Now Christian brother or sister, think about this:  You will be there!  You will 
participate in this glory.  All of this is given to you freely as a gift from God our Father and Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  The Holy Spirit you have received is the guarantee of this future inheritance (2 Cor. 5:5).   
 
Isaiah 33:17- “Your eyes will behold the king in his beauty; they will see a land that stretches afar.” 

As we realize what we have been given in Christ, we will be motivated by gratitude and love to serve 
this Christ, even in hard ways.  More than that, as we grow in love for Jesus, we will grow in love for the 
lost for whom Christ died.  Our gratitude and love will motivate our evangelism among the lost.   
 
Our Message: The Gospel 
 
 So what is our task in evangelism?  Is it to make converts to Christianity?  Do we measure 
success in evangelism by the number of people who pray a prayer or sign a card?  No.  God’s 
responsibility is to save.  Our responsibility is to share the message of the cross—the Gospel—and trust 
God to give the increase: 
 
God-Man-Christ-Response 
 
Our Method:  
 
Simply put our task is to share this message with as many people as we can so that they might become 
disciples (not merely converts) of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20).  This is how we love the lost—we 
share Christ with them.  That is not all we do.  If they are hungry, we feed them.  If they lack clothing, we 
clothe them.  But in all our care for others, we remember that their greatest need is the salvation of 
their never-dying soul.  And we do all of this in a straightforward manner.  We don’t need to manipulate 
people.  Paul never did: 
 
2 Corinthians 4:1-2- “Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we 
have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s 
word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in 
the sight of God.” 
 
“Evangelism is man’s work, but the giving of faith is God’s.”5  -J.I. Packer 
 

                                                           
5
 J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove, IVP Books, 2008 reprint), 44.  
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Our goal as a church is to share the message of the Gospel more and more throughout 2014.  We want 
to see an ever-increasing culture of evangelism in our church.  
 
So, what might it look like for us to love the lost in 2014?   
 

1. We can make a commitment in 2014 to pray specifically for two lost people (family, friends, 
neighbors, co-workers) and ask God to give US the opportunity to share Christ with them and 
invite them to church.   

 
2. We can adopt a local public school and do projects to improve the facility, tutor at-risk students, 

buy supplies for the classrooms in order to share Christ with the administrators, teachers, and 
families.   
 

3. We live within an hour and a half of a major missionary training center.  We can contact this 
center and ask how we can come and serve missionaries being sent out.   

 
4. In Williamsburg, there are over 525 international students studying at William & Mary.  We can 

contact the school and offer to have these students in our homes to experience a bit of 
American culture.  This would be a great opportunity to share the Gospel.   

 
5. College is a pivotal time in a person’s life and there are over 6,000 undergraduate students 

enrolled at Williams & Mary.  As a church, we can work towards engaging the larger student 
body of William & Mary with the Gospel.  College students love free food.  We could provide 
lunch for college students once a month after our morning services. 

 
6. Every summer, thousands of J1 students come to Williamsburg from around the world to work 

and learn English.  Many of them stay at the Pineapple Hotel on Richmond Road.  We could have 
these students into our homes, help them with English, and share the Gospel with them.   

 
7. Over the past two years, I have travelled back to Central Asia twice with a group from Harlan 

Baptist Church.  The first year, we served Christians from the Southeast part of the country by 
cooking and cleaning up at their camp.  The second year, we came as “tourists” and passed out 
New Testaments and DVDS about Christianity to those we got to know.  Christ Fellowship can 
send out a team of its own on a short-term trip.   

 
8. We can adopt missionaries who are currently serving overseas and send cards and gifts on their 

birthdays and holidays.  We could travel to see them and encourage them.  We could raise 
money to help them with evangelistic projects.   

 
I hope you are seeing that the opportunities to love the lost are endless.  We just need to have eyes to 
see them and hearts to engage.    

  
May God add to our number day by day those who are being saved! 
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Conclusion 
 
As we begin 2014, these are my desires for Christ Fellowship:   
 
In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to be devoted to God’s word. 
In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to be committed to prayer. 
In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to love one another. 
In 2014, I want the members of Christ Fellowship to love the lost.    
 
But these aren’t just my desires for 2014.  These four things characterized the early church, and they 
have characterized healthy churches throughout the centuries.  I am praying that these four things will 
be things that always characterize Christ Fellowship.  A church that is devoted to God’s word, committed 
to prayer, whose members love one another and love the lost will be a healthy church that honors God.  
May God help us glorify Him together!  


