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“For Unto Us A Child Is Born” 
(Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 
Introduction 
 
 How would you feel if a man of God came into our midst and made a prophecy about the United 
States of America that you knew was certain to come to pass?  Something like this… 
 

“God is against America.  America has sinned against God and rejected the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  She has murdered her unborn children, desecrated marriage, and worshipped 
continually at the altar of money and possessions.  Because of this, God is raising up the 
enemies of America against her.  The Russians and the Chinese will join together in a pact 
against America and sweep down through Alaska into the Northwest wiping out everything in 
their path.  They will leap over the Rockies and move quickly through the mid-west.  Fields that 
once flowed with amber waves of grain will be empty and burned.  The majority of US citizens 
will be killed on the spot.  The few who are not immediately killed will be chained together, 
transported to California, and put on great ships which will carry them to waiting Gulags and 
prison camps.  They will show mercy to no one, Christian or non-Christian.  Any who avoid 
capture will wander through the land hungry until in despair they curse God and die.  Chinese 
and Russian forces will utterly overwhelm the armed forces of the United State and within a 
month’s time, only Washington, DC will be standing, but just barely—like a man struggling to 
hold his head above water.” 

 
That would be a sobering prophecy, wouldn’t it?  How would you handle the news yourself?  How would 
you seek to encourage others in the face of such a prophecy?   The prophet Isaiah uttered similar 
prophecies to Ahaz, the wicked king of Judah, in Isaiah 8.  In the face of threats from Israel and Syria, 
Ahaz had rejected the help of God (Isaiah 7:3-9) and had put his trust in the King of Assyria (2 Kings 16:7-
9).  God promised that the King of Assyria would not be content to subdue Syria (732 B.C.) and Israel 
(722 B.C.), but would sweep on into Judah and attempt to conquer it as well.  This is how Isaiah 
prophesied the coming destruction: 
 
Isaiah 8:5-8- “The LORD spoke to me again: 6 “Because this people has refused the waters of Shiloah that 
flow gently, and rejoice over Rezin and the son of Remaliah, 7 therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up 
against them the waters of the River, mighty and many, the king of Assyria and all his glory. And it will 
rise over all its channels and go over all its banks, 8 and it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and 
pass on, reaching even to the neck, and its outspread wings will fill the breadth of your land, O 
Immanuel.”  
 
As for the people of Judah:  
 
Isaiah 8:21-22- “They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are 
hungry, they will be enraged and will speak contemptuously against their king and their God, and turn 
their faces upward. 22 And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness.” 
 



2 
 

Isaiah knew that the people of Judah were heading toward “thick darkness.”   This prophecy of “thick 
darkness” became a reality when Sennacharib, King of Assyria, invaded Judah destroyed all the major 
cities and surrounded Jerusalem in 701 B.C. 
 
Background 
 
 In the year that King Uzziah died (around 740 B.C.), Isaiah had seen a vision of the Lord seated 
on the throne in the heavenly Temple (Isaiah 6).  This was the beginning of the long prophetic ministry 
of Isaiah, whose name means, “Yahweh is salvation.”  Isaiah served as a prophet for more than fifty 
years—“in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah” (1:1).  We know very little about Isaiah the 
man.  Jewish tradition tells us that he was a member of the royal family of Judah.  We know that Isaiah 
was married (Isaiah 8:3) and had at least two sons (Isaiah 7:3, 8:3).  Jewish tradition also tells us that he 
was sawn in two by wicked King Manasseh (cf. Hebrews 11:37).  It is clear as you read through Isaiah 
that he lived in difficult and tumultuous times.   
 And yet Isaiah is also commonly known as the “Evangelical” prophet.  The book of Isaiah tells us 
more about the person and ministry of Jesus Christ than any other prophetic book in the Old Testament.  
He was one of the OT prophets who longed to see the days of the Messiah (Luke 10:23-24).  The 
Messiah was the promised deliverer who would defeat Israel’s enemies and lead the people of God 
into an age of endless peace and blessing.  And it this hope of the coming Messiah that strengthened 
Isaiah to fulfill his difficult ministry.  How did Isaiah seek to help those facing “thick darkness”?  The 
prophecies of the coming Messiah enabled him to offer hope to others.  It the prophecy of the coming 
Messiah in Isaiah 9 that answered the gloom of Isaiah 8.   
 
Isaiah 9:1-7- “But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the 
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness  
have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have 
multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,  
as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish 
it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this.” 
 
 Speaking of a day in the future, Isaiah says a day is coming when there would be no more gloom.  
Those parts of the Northern Kingdom of Israel that were first exposed to the Assyrian invasion (“Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali” and the “Galilee of the nations”) would see a “great light.”  That great light is 
clearly the ministry of the Messiah who was to come.  God will multiply the nation and they will 
rejoice.  That is what we see in 9:1-3.    

Then from 9:4-7, Isaiah gives three reasons for the joy and gladness of the people: 
 
1. 9:4—The “staff” and “rod” of the “oppressor” will be broken in an extraordinary way.  This 

probably refers in part to the stunning defeat of Sennacharib, when God sent His angel to slay 
185,000 Assyrian soldiers during the night (Isaiah 37:36).  But it finds it greater fulfillment in the 
victory of the Messiah who was to come.   
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2. 9:5—“every boot” and blood-soaked “garment” of the warrior will be “burned as fuel for the 
fire.”  This is picture of total victory for God’s people.  The Messiah will usher in an era where 
there will no longer be warfare among the nations (cf. Isaiah 2:4)   

 
3. 9:6-7—“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.”  How will the oppressors of God’s 

people be defeated?  Who will put an end to war?  “A child,” “a son is given.”  This is the 
promise of the Messiah himself.  And it clear from the description given in 9:6-7 that the 
Messiah is no mere man.  He is “God with us,” Immanuel (cf. Isaiah 7:14).  A divine Messiah will 
come to rescue His people.  In the words of Charles Wesley’s hymn, “Come, Thou Long Expected 
Jesus.” 

 
Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child, and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 
 

This morning, as followers of Jesus who live on the other side of the cross from Isaiah, we 
know that these words of Isaiah 9:1-7 were fulfilled in the birth and ministry of the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ (cf. Matthew 4:13-16).  For those of us in Christ, the burden of our sin has been lifted from our 
shoulders.  The staff and rod of our oppressors, Sin and Satan and Death, have been broken at the cross 
of Jesus Christ.   As we anticipate Christmas this coming Wednesday, I want us to meditate especially on 
Isaiah 9:6-7.  In these two verses we see the character and reign of King Jesus.  These verses help us see 
the wonder of the incarnation—God becoming a man—which is what Christmas is actually about.  
Perhaps you come here this morning with little hope.  Maybe you feel like you are living in “thick 
darkness.”  Christian, perhaps your physical or spiritual struggles over this past week have you deeply 
burdened.  There is hope in Jesus!  Christmas is a wonderful reminder of that truth—of true Hope!  If 
you are not a Christian, we pray this meditation on Jesus will help you see why Christians love Jesus so 
much and that you will love Him as well.   
 
MIM: The character and kingly reign of Jesus give Christians the hope they need to live in dark days. 
   

I. The Character of Jesus (9:6) 
 
Isaiah 9:6-“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 

A. When the Bible speaks of the names of God, it is referring to His character.  So God is 
Yahweh, the I AM, the eternal God.  God is Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides.  God’s is 
Jehovah Rapha, the God who heals.  In the same way, when we look at these four names 
given to the Messiah in Isaiah 9:6, each name tells us a different aspect of who the Messiah, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, truly is.  It is like looking through the individual facets of a diamond to 
see different aspects of the diamond’s beauty.  So in Isaiah 9:6 we see four aspects of King 
Jesus’ character.   
 

a. Wonderful Counselor” (ֶלא יֹוֵעץ  While some commentators think that these two - (ֶפֶּ֠

names should be separated “wonderful” and “counselor,” most believe that they 
should go together.  It was very common for names in the Old Testament to be a 
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combination of two words.  For instance, Isaiah’s name is taken from two Hebrew 

words (ָ֣הּו ְעי  ַֽׁ  that mean “Yahweh is salvation.”  Jesus Christ is the “Wonderful (ְיש 

Counselor.”  “Wonderful” is a name for God in the OT (Judges 13:18).  God’s ways 
are higher than our ways and He is a worker of wonders.  “Counselor” speak of one 
who imparts the wisdom of God.   
 

i. In His earthly ministry, Jesus was filled with wisdom by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Isaiah 11:2- “And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.” 
 

ii.  At the end of days, Jesus will judge the nations by His wisdom. 
 
Isaiah 11:3-4a- “And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.” 
 

iii.  But Jesus not only possesses wisdom.  He is the wisdom of God! 
 
The Gospel: Jesus Christ is God’s answer to what Mark Dever calls the Riddle of the Old Testament: 
 
Exodus 34:6-7- “The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.”  
 
The greatest problem men and women face is not their own failings, but the character of God.  God is 
holy and because God is holy He must punish our sin forever with eternal Hell.  But in Exodus 34:6-7 
we see that God is a God who forgives “iniquity and transgression and sin.”  And at the same time, we 
see that God “will by no means clear the guilty.”  How can both of these things be true of God?  How 
can God both be holy and also forgive sinners?  The answer is Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God!  Paul 
refers to this wisdom in 1 Corinthians 1:21-25: 
 
1 Corinthians 1:21-25- “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 
What a surprising answer to the riddle!  What a display of wisdom!  God himself became a man, Christ 
Jesus, in order to live a perfect life and then bear the full penalty of God’s judgment for His people on 
the cross.  Jesus did more than just die on the cross.  He drank the full cup of God’s wrath against the 
sins of His people.  Jesus endured all the punishment of eternal hell so that all who turn from their 
sins and trust in God might be forgiven!  Have you done this?  Have you been rescued from your sins by 
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the Wisdom of God?  This is the Gospel!  This is truly Good News!  This is why Christmas is worth 
celebrating—it is “God with us” who came to rescue us from our sins.   
 
Application:   God saved us through His Wisdom and God calls us to live for Him in this life.  Where are 
you looking for wisdom to live well in this life?  The Greeks and Romans looked to nature and natural 
philosophy.  In modern times, our culture has been dominated by the wisdom of man seen in 
philosophies like materialism, pragmatism, modernism, and post-modernism.  Many today look to 
actors and television personalities like Oprah Winfrey for wisdom.  Man’s wisdom was insufficient to 
save and man’s wisdom is insufficient to teach us how to live for God in this life.  But God has given us 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9) to lead us into wisdom in this life.  We are to seek wisdom 
on how to live for God in this dark world in the Bible, God’s word, trusting that the Spirit of Christ will 
guide us into truth.  To us, Jesus promises: 
 
John 14:26-27- “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you 
all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27  Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid.” 
 
This Christmas we rejoice in Jesus Christ, the “Wonderful Counselor.” 
 

b. “Mighty God” (ֹור בּ֔ ל גִּ  This name gives us one of the clearest examples in the New -(ֵאָ֣

Testament that the Messiah who was to come would be God himself.  Some have 
tried to soften this name by translating the Hebrew as “Mighty Hero,” but all such 
efforts are in vain because just a chapter later Isaiah uses this name to speak of 
Yahweh, God himself. 

 
Isaiah 10:20-21- “In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more 
lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21 A remnant 
will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.” 
 

1. What should we take from this?  Believer, you have a divine Savior!  
Jesus Christ is God!  Jesus possesses all the power of God.  We just 
saw that in 1 Corinthians 1, didn’t we? 

 
1 Corinthians 1:24-25 “but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men.” 
 

2.  The power of God at work in Christ was seen clearly in His 
resurrection from the dead.  By the power of God, Jesus defeated 
Death and Hell.  Now here is the staggering part:  Jesus did that for 
you!  More than that, the Bible tells us that the resurrection power 
of Jesus is at work in those who follow Him!  Paul prayed this for 
the Ephesians: 
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Ephesians 1:18b-20- “that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places.” 
 
Application:  The truth that Jesus is the all-powerful God impacts our daily lives: 
 
Believer: 
 

1. Are you tired of the strain of a marriage that hasn’t lived up to your expectations?  God’s power 
is available to you to help you press on and love your spouse and give of yourself continually to 
honor God in your marriage.   
 

2. Are you tired of the incessant grind of illness?  Many of us are!  The resurrection power of God 
that gave life to Jesus’s dead body is available to you to endure.  And not just endure—to grow 
in Christ likeness through the suffering. 
 

3. Are you tired of the struggle to provide for your family and the exhaustion you feel at trying to 
make the ends meet at the ends of the month?  God has saved you through the resurrection 
power of Jesus, called you from death to life, and God’s power is available to help you press on 
in faithfulness to provide for your family. 

 
4. Are you tired of failing to share the Gospel with your lost family members, neighbors or co-

workers because of fear?  God’s power is available to work in you the strength you need to 
speak of Jesus to those who desperately need to hear about Him! 

 
5. Some Christians have wrestled with dark temptations and have despaired that they would one 

day give in to gross and destructive sins.  God’s power is available to you to fight against those 
temptations.  God is able to keep you from stumbling (Jude 24-25).  Seek His power for the fight! 

 
This Christmas, we glory in Jesus Christ, the “Mighty God.” 
 

c. “Everlasting Father” (ד ַ֖ יע   Literally, the name is “Father everlasting” or “father —(ֲאבִּ

of the future age”1  While it is true that Jesus Christ is one with God the Father (cf. 
John 10:3-33, John 14:9-11), that is probably not the primary emphasis of this name.  
This name speaks of the Messiah’s possession of eternity (He is God!).  He is the 
both the possessor of eternity and the One who will provide for His people 
throughout all eternity.2  It speaks of His leadership throughout eternity.  He is the 
king who will sit on David’s throne caring for the people of God forever and ever (2 
Sam. 7:6).  We will see this laid out clearly in Isaiah 9:7. 

                                                           
1
 See John Calvin, Commentary on the Prophet Isaiah. Vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2003 reprint), 

311. 
 
2 Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 7 (Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson, 1996), 164. 
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Application: Christian, what does it mean for you today that Jesus Christ possesses eternity and 
promises to lead your forever as the eternal King?  For one thing, if Jesus has promised to lead you 
throughout eternity, you can trust Him to lead you throughout this life.  If you can trust Jesus for 
eternity, you can trust Him for today, right?  Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd who will bring all His 
people safely home.  This frees us from living in the fear and anxieties of the moment.  As my Granny 
used to say: “This too will pass.”  And it will, because Jesus will safely bring you to heaven where He will 
lead you as King.  So hang on! 
 
Revelation 22:12-13- “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one 
for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.”  
 
This Christmas we are thankful for Jesus Christ, our “Everlasting Father.” 
 

d. “Prince of Peace” (ֹום לַֽׁ ר־ש   The word for “peace” here is shalom.  It speaks not—(ש 

merely of the absence of war, but really of the balance and rhythm of all things.  
When Adam sinned in the Garden, harmony in the universe was broken.  Things no 
longer worked the way they were supposed to work.  Paul spoke of it this way: 

  
Romans 8:20-23- “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.” 
 

1. So not only Nature, but we ourselves have been affected by this lack 
of shalom, of peace.  The older I get, the more clearly I see that 
things do not work the way they should.  But Jesus is the “Prince of 
Peace.”  He is the one who will bring eternal peace, balance, and 
harmony in New Heavens and the New Earth.  Isaiah fills us in on 
what this looks like by giving us a picture of the reign of Christ in 
9:7.   

 
II. The Reign of Jesus (9:7) 

 
Isaiah 9:7- “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” 
 

A.  As we conclude our time, I just want us to look at three brief aspects of this reign of 
the Messiah that will be a forever peace. 
 

a. It will be a kingdom—Our hope is not in an eternal democratic-republic.  I 
think we see this more clearly than ever before.  Our hope is in our good 
King Jesus who will reign with justice and righteousness forever and ever.  
Heaven will be good because the King is good! 
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b. It will be ever-increasing- “Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end.”  Heaven will only get better and better as the citizens 
of Heaven see new vistas and expanses of the glory, wisdom, and power of 
God for all eternity.  There is nothing boring about heaven.  It is a place of 
ever expanding delight and ever increasing peace. 

 
c. It will be forever—“there will be no end.”  You and I have idea what this is 

like.  We all know that we are made for eternity, but to think that the glories 
of heaven will be ever-increasing and never end is indeed good news! 

 
This Christmas, we bless God for Jesus Christ, the “Prince of Peace.” 
 
Conclusion 
 
 So how could Isaiah bear to proclaim the horrible prophecy of the destruction of almost all of 
Judah by the King of Assyria in Isaiah 8?  God gave him the wonderful and amazing and certain prophecy 
of Isaiah 9—a coming King who would sit on the throne of His father David and rule forever and ever.  
God’s people might suffer defeat and darkness and gloom in the near future, but a day was coming 
when those who walked in darkness would see a great light!  Jesus is that light.  Jesus is great David’s 
greater Son! We remember His first coming this Christmas.  And for as long as we live, we will rejoice 
that He is soon to come again to establish His eternal throne.  Amen! Come Lord, Jesus! (Rev. 22:20).   
 


