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CFCW-12/15/2013 
 

“Final Instructions” 
(1 Timothy 6:17-21) 

 
Introduction 
 

There are a lot of mixed financial indicators out there these days.  Checking the Dow Jones this 
week, I saw that the Dow Jones Industrial Average is hovering around 16,000.  Unemployment dropped 
from 7.3 % to 7% in November.1  However, the national debt is 17.2 trillion dollars and growing.  Millions 
of Americans continue to be unemployed or underemployed.  As we near the end of 2013, there is 
widespread disagreement as to what will happen to the US economy in 2014.  Where will you look for 
security in this time of fiscal uncertainty? 

Television commercials for gold give us an option.  Listen to the transcript of one such 
commercial I saw recently: 

 
Hi, I’m [the actor gives his name].  Years ago my father told me to invest in land.  Well, I did.  
And I did very well.  But now it’s time to buy gold.  There’s so much financial craziness in the 
world today.  Governments trying to print their way out of money problems.   I just feel so much 
more secure knowing that I own gold.  And you can’t print gold.  Don’t you just love the feel of 
gold [clinking of coins]?…So protect yourself from the problems of the world.  Invest in 
stability….what’s in your safe? 2 

 
While, in and of itself, there is nothing wrong with buying gold or silver, I find it fascinating to 

see how these companies play on the fears of their target audience and encourage people to seek 
stability in commodities like precious metals.  People often fall into the trap of believing that having 
money and possessions will make them secure.  Money offers the illusion of security, but it never keeps 
its promise.  The only thing certain about money in this life is that we are sure to lose it!  Whether 
through recessions, tragedy, illness, or death, we cannot finally keep our possessions.  We need a more 
secure treasure!  Where should we look for true security?  Our passage this morning helps us with this.   
Background 
 This is our final sermon in 1 Timothy.  Praise God for the good things He has taught us as we 
have studied this book together!  We have seen God’s instructions for how Christians should live life 
together in the local church.  We have been warned about the danger of false teaching.  We have seen 
God’s good plans for women.  We have seen the character qualifications God requires for those who 
lead the church.  We have seen the importance of godliness.  We have been reminded to care for those 
who are needy and vulnerable among us.  We have been reminded to work hard so that the Gospel will 
not be brought into reproach.  We have been warned about the love of money.  We have been 
commanded to pursue eternal life.   
 It is these two final emphases—money and eternal life—that Paul is going to address again in 
our passage this morning.  When you look at how Paul closes out this letter to his young associate, 
Timothy, it seems a bit odd.  In the other two pastoral epistles (2 Timothy 4:19-22 and Titus 3:12-15), 
Paul concludes the letter with personal instructions for Timothy and final greetings for others.  But that 

                                                           
1
 Figures from http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf accessed online on 12/11/2013. 

 
2
 This commercial script is from a Rosland Capital commercial featuring William Devane.  Accessed online 

at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCJCcnhbmr0 on 12/11/2013. 

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf%20accessed%20online%20on%2012/11/2013
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCJCcnhbmr0
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is not how Paul ends 1 Timothy.  Instead, it is as though Paul rereads the last part of this letter and 
senses that he needs to add some instructions to make the letter complete.  Commentators note that 
had Paul not included these instructions, the Ephesians might have been left thinking that it is wrong to 
be rich in this life.  Ephesus was a wealthy Roman city and some in the Ephesian church were rich (cf. 1 
Timothy 6:2).  But being rich is not a sin.  In fact, it is clearly meant to be a blessing from God.  But like 
many good things in life (health, food, sex, work), money can be misused.  In the words of Mark 
Driscoll, men and women tend to “take good things and make them god-things.”  Because of our 
sinfulness, money very easily takes the place of God, and we look to it for security and peace.  Paul 
wants to point the rich towards God as the source of both true wealth and true security.     
 As we study this passage, we need to hear these words as particularly directed towards us.  
Americans by-and-large are very rich in comparison with much of the rest of the world.  We like to 
compare ourselves to the richest people we know and conclude that we are not wealthy.  But compared 
with much of the rest of the world, Americans are very wealthy.  If you make $25,000 a year, you are in 
the top 10% of the world in terms of income.  What then does God have to say to us this morning?     
 
MIM: Wealthy Christians are to set their hope on God and serve others generously. 
 

I. Set your hope on God (v.17) 
 
1 Timothy 6:17- “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes 
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” 
 

A. In this passage, Paul calls Christians to live in light of eternal realities.  The call for 
every believer is to live the life of the Kingdom of God here and now.  So a Christian 
is to live his or her life as if he or she has already gone to heaven, seen the glory that 
will be ours in Christ, and returned to earth to live for God here and now.  We are to 
live in this present age in light of the reality of heaven—the age to come. 
 

B. It is the reality that this present age will give way to the age to come that makes 
Paul say what he does in 6:17, “As for the rich in this present age.”  The rich 
needed to be reminded that earthly riches are temporary.  And according to the 
Bible, having money in this life is no guarantee of being wealthy in the next life.  
This was the error of the ancient Egyptians, who built extravagant pyramids as 
tombs for their kings and then surrounded the lifeless body of the king with gold 
and treasure that they assumed the king would be able to carry into the next life.  
But the kings could not use their riches in the afterlife.  Now our museums are filled 
with their treasures.  It is very possible to be rich in this life and poor in the next.  
Jesus tells the story one of such rich man in Luke 16:   

 
Luke 16:19-25- “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 
who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died 
and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and 
Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip 
the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham 
said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.” 
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In fact, according to our Lord, the way to be poor in the next age is to live for riches in this world: 
 
Luke 12:16-21- “And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and 
he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do 
this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God.”  
 

C. Because being rich in this life is ultimately insufficient to make one rich towards 
God, it makes sense that Paul commands the rich, “not to be haughty, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches” (6:17).  Paul is pointing to two particular 
temptations that wealthy Christians experience. 
   

a. Temptation #1 “haughty”-speaks of arrogance, or thinking more of yourself 
than you should.  It isn’t hard to see why the rich are tempted to pride.  The 
wealthy are often tempted to look around and compare themselves (what 
they have and what they have achieved) to others, and wrongly assume 
they possess those things because they are better than others.  What might 
this look like? 

 
“Of course, I have more than others.  I am more intelligent than they are.” 
“Of course, I have more than others.  I work harder than they do.” 
“Of course, I have more than others.  I have made better life decisions than they have.” 
“Of course, I have more than others.  I am more ambitious than they are.” 
 
Answer: There is some truth to these statements.  Those who are intelligent, work hard, and make good 
life decisions tend to do better financially than those who are less intelligent, lazy, and unwise.  But 
these statements also overlook a major spiritual reality that Paul points us to at the end of this verse: It 
is “God who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.”  You might be intelligent, but who gave you 
your IQ.  You might work hard, but who gives you the strength to work.  You might have made better life 
decisions, but who caused you to be born in a context where you have the possibility of making better 
life decisions.  Had you been born a low-caste Hindu in the slums of Calcutta, your options for 
education and work would have been VASTLY diminished.  You might be ambitious.  But are you sure 
that your ambition is an unqualified good?  Has your ambition caused you to seek your glory or God’s?  
The reality that everything we have comes from God should humble us.  We have what we have 
because a sovereign God has granted it to us.  This should cause us to be thankful, not “haughty.”   
 
1 Corinthians 4:7- “For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If 
then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” 
 

b. Temptation #2 “nor to set their hope on the uncertainty of riches.”—Money 
is false god.  It promises security to those who live for it.  Think about the 
gold commercial transcript I read to you at the beginning of the sermon: “I 
just feel so much more secure knowing that I own gold.  And you can’t print 
gold.  Don’t you just love the feel of gold?…So protect yourself from the 
problems of the world.  Invest in stability….what’s in your safe?  The 
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promise is that if you have a lot of gold you will be safe from the insecurity 
of the world. So buy gold!  Live for gold!  Worship at the altar of gold which 
protects you!  But really, can gold protect you?  Can gold protect you from 
war?  Can gold protect you from cancer?  Can gold protect you have broken 
relationships or broken wedding vows?  Can gold protect you from the 
death of those you love?  Can gold protect you from hell?  Money promises 
far more than it can actually provide.   
 

Proverbs 23:4-5- “Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. 5 When your eyes light 

on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven.” 

Illustration:  Even a vast fortune can be quickly lost.  A famous illustration is this is the stock market 

crash of 1929.  In a time of frenzied speculation, 2 out of every 5 dollars invested in the market had been 

borrowed from banks.3  When the stock market began to tumble, people sold off their stocks in a panic 

and many who had been rich were suddenly impoverished.  We have seen this play out in recent history 

with the dot.com bubble of the late 90’s and the housing market bubble of 2008.  We need to learn the 

lesson of these “bubbles.”  Money does not keep its promises.     

Answer: The answer to this temptation is the same.  Set your hope on “God, who richly provides us with 

everything to enjoy” (6:17).  God is the only source of security in this unstable world.  Trust in Him!  Set 

your hope on Him!  Christian, your Heavenly Father has promised to work all things together for your 

eternal good (Rom. 8:28).  God’s promise is the basis of our security, not our money. 

God is a God worth setting your hope on! 
 
 Did you notice Paul said that God “richly provides us with everything to enjoy”?  What is our God 
like?  He is a good and generous God!  We have already seen this reality in 1 Timothy 4:3.  The false 
teachers told their followers to abstain from certain foods and from marriage, but Paul reminded the 
Ephesians that God created food and marriage “to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe 
and know the truth” (4:3).  When Paul instructs Timothy to command the wealthy Ephesian Christians 
not to “set their hope” on riches, he puts the command in the perfect tense which speaks of a settled 
resolution to keep on trusting in riches.  It is to live for money.  Ultimately, it is to treat money like a 
god.  But in Matthew 6:24 Jesus says “You cannot serve God and Money.”   Money can’t be trusted.  But 
God is totally trustworthy. 
 
James 1:17- “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 
 
That is why Paul wanted the Ephesians Christians to “set their hope…on God.”   
 
The Gospel—Setting our hope! 
 
 Ultimately, when Paul urges the Ephesians to set their hope on God, he is urging them to trust 
in God for their greatest need—salvation.  The riches of this world cannot save your never-dying soul.  

                                                           
3
 From an article entitled “The Crash of 1929” accessed online at 

http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1854569,00.html on 12/12/2013. 

http://content.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1854569,00.html
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The message of the Bible is that all of us are sinners—we have rejected God our Creator and King and 
we have instead lived for ourselves.  We need to be perfectly holy to stand in the presence of a holy 
God.  But in terms of righteousness, we are bankrupt!  In and of ourselves we have nothing to offer to 
God to make Him accept us.  That is why the Gospel is such good news!  We need to be rich in 
righteousness towards God.  And God has made a way for us to rich towards Him in Christ!   
 
2 Corinthians 8:9- “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 
 
Jesus, the King of Glory, stooped way down and became a man.  As a man, He lived a perfectly righteous 
life, fulfilling the Law of God.  Then Jesus died on the cross, bearing the sin of His people. Jesus rose from 
the dead demonstrating that God had accepted His sacrifice.  So now, all who turn from their sin and 
trust in Him are made rich towards God!  God looks at them as if they lived Jesus’s perfect life and God 
has punished all their sin in Christ on the cross!  This is what Isaiah prophesied would happen 700 years 
before Christ came to save His people. 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3- “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give 
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of 
praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, 
that he may be glorified.” 
 
Christ’s beautiful righteousness for our sinful ashes!  What an exchange!  Has God made you rich in 
Christ?  Has God saved your never-dying soul?  If you can trust God for heaven, you can trust Him for 
earth as well.  Look to God for security in this life and live for Him!  If you don’t know God as your Savior 
this morning, the invitation is for you to trust in Him!  Set your hope on God! 
 

II. Serve others generously (vv.18-19) 
 
1 Timothy 6:18-19- “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 
thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold 
of that which is truly life.” 
 

A.  In these verses, Paul continues to give instructions for the rich members of the church of 
Ephesus.  Because God is a sure foundation for this life and the next, the rich of Ephesus can 
set their hope on Him.  And having set their hope on God alone, they are freed up to be 
generous to others.  Generosity is how we demonstrate that our hope is in God.  That is 
what we see in 6:18.  “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share.”  All of these verbs are in the present tense in the Greek indicating that the 
rich are to be characterized by a lifestyle of good works and generosity. 
   

a. “They are to do good, to be rich in good works”- Here Paul points out the 
responsibility of the rich to be actively involved in doing good works in behalf of 
others.  Did you notice that it does not say “They are to hire others to do good 
works in their behalf.”  As Philip Ryken noted: 
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[I]t is not enough for the wealthy to give money to charity, although of course there is a place 
for that.  What God demands first is active service.  It is one thing to pay for someone else to 
feed the hungry or care for the sick; it is another thing to feed the hungry yourself, or to dress a 
sick man’s wounds.  Rich Christians are called to do both, and not just to try to solve 
everything—including God’s demand for mercy—by spending more money.4 
 

Application:  As American Christians, we need to be honest enough to admit that often giving money 
isn’t very costly to us.  If you have a lot of money, it doesn’t hurt to give a little away.  But one thing that 
is costly for many Americans is investing time in others.  “Time is money,” is a saying that resonates 
with many of us.  But actively ministering to others takes time and effort.  It takes time to weep with a 
grieving widow who has lost her husband or a wounded sister who is battling depression.  It takes time 
and effort to get to know a younger man in the church and develop a relationship with him where you 
can disciple him and teach how to follow Jesus.  But being “rich in good works” is a product of giving in 
ways that are costly to us!   
 

A. “to be generous and ready to share”- But so that these wealthy Christian wouldn’t think that 
if they are willing to actively minister to others in the church, then they were under no 
obligation to give financially to help others, Paul also says that wealthy Christians are to be 
“generous” and “ready to share.”  The word for “ready to share” here is closely related to 
the Greek word koinonia, which is the NT word for “fellowship.”  It implies more than just 
sharing possessions or money.  It implies a sharing of the heart.  Our generosity and 
willingness to share should spring from a heart of love and a desire for a deep relationship 
with the other person.   Commentator Ralph Earle noted, “It is easier to give money than to 
give ourselves, but love requires both.”5  God has given us money for the express purpose 
of enabling us to generously bless others!  Possessing wealthy is more than an opportunity 
for blessing others.  It is an obligation to bless others. 

 
B. Why should wealthy Christians be “generous and ready to share” (6:18)?  Paul tells us that in 

verse 19a, “thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future.” so 
that they may take hold of that which is truly life.”   Along with practically serving others, 
generosity is the pathway to eternal treasure!  Paul’s words here echo the teaching of 
Jesus in Matthew 6:19-21: 

 
Matthew 6:19-21- “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 
 
Illustration: Mrs. Hillyard, a British clergyman’s widow, gave 20,000 pounds to help Charles Spurgeon 
start an orphanage for boys.  Her dying words were “My boys! My boys!”  Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also!  Is your heart set on heaven?  Your check book will tell you. 
 

a. According to the Bible, one way to lay up treasure in heaven is to give generously 
for the good of others in this life.  God will reward you in heaven for your generosity 

                                                           
4
Philip Ryken, 1 Timothy in Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 2007), 283. 

 
5
 Ralph Earle, 1&2 Timothy in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), 388. 
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towards others in this life.  As Randy Alcorn says in his book The Treasure Principle, 
“You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead.”6 
 

b. Ultimately, what is Paul driving at?  We see that in 6:19b- “so that they may take 
hold of that which is truly life.”  What should wealthy Christians be living for?  Not 
their best life now.  They should be living for that which is “truly life.”  If you have 
the KJV, it translates 6:19b with “eternal life.”  That is what Paul is driving at.  This 
world promises us “life” here and now.  But what it offers is a counterfeit.   

 
Illustration: The movies use fictional (made-up!) stories to teach that you will be happier if you divorce 
your husband or wife so that you can marry the “one” who “completes” you.  This is the offer of life 
through a perfect relationship.  Advertisers use commercials to picture exotic locations and beautiful 
people alongside their product (car, credit card, soap) to teach that you can have true life if you just buy 
their product.  Politicians promise you a wonderful life if you will just elect them and their party into 
office.  But we learn by experience that these are lies.  Movies lie: There is not perfect relationship in 
this life.  Divorce is hard and ugly.  It is a nuclear bomb that blows apart a family.  Commercials lie: You 
can’t buy enough toys and trinkets to be happy.  You will always have to have more.  Politicians lie: 
Politician and liar are sadly almost synonymous these days.  You cannot find ultimate happiness in this 
world.  If you live long enough, the day will come when you say “I take no joy in living any longer.”  Don’t 
look for life in this world! 

 
c. Friend, if you live for this passing world, you will be lose your never-dying soul.  

But God has promised us something better--“eternal life” in Christ.  We do not earn 
“eternal life” by giving away our money.  Salvation is a free gift (Eph. 2:8-9).  But 
when we freely give away our money in this life, we demonstrate that our hope is 
in a better life which is to come.  And through good works done to glorify God and 
bless others, we experience that eternal life even now.  God has saved us so that 
we would do these good works! 

 
Ephesians 2:8-10- “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”    
 
Final instructions to Timothy 
  
1 Timothy 6:20-21- “O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and 

contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” 21 for by professing it some have swerved from the 

faith.” 

As he finishes this letter, Paul gives Timothy one final bit of instruction: “Guard the deposit entrusted to 
you.”  Really this has been Paul’s burden all throughout this letter.  The “deposit” is the apostolic 
teaching that Paul had “entrusted” to Timothy.  In short, it is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  As pastor of 
the church of Ephesus, Timothy was to guard the apostolic doctrine.  He was to teach the Gospel 
faithfully.  He was to confront and rebuke the false teachers who were leading others astray.  Timothy 
was to “avoid” their false “knowledge” which was nothing more than “irreverent babble and 

                                                           
6
 Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle: Unlocking the Secret of Joyful Giving (Sisters, OR: Multnomah, 

2001), 18. 
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contradictions” of false teachers who had “swerved from the faith.”  But Paul wanted better things for 
Timothy.  He wanted him to be faithful to the stewardship of the Gospel that had been entrusted to him 
(1 Cor. 4:1-2).  For by so doing he would save both himself and his hearers (1 Timothy 4:16).     
 
Conclusion 
 

Finally, Paul concludes this letter with a prayer: “Grace be with you” (6:21).  What is interesting 
about this prayer is that the “you” here in the Greek is plural—you all.  Paul began this letter by 
addressing Timothy, but he ended the letter by addressing the whole church of Ephesus.  The 
instructions of 1 Timothy were not just for Timothy.  They were for the entire church of Ephesus.  And 
really, they were not just for the church of Ephesus.  The instructions and commands that Paul gives in 1 
Timothy are for all churches of all time.  They are God’s inspired word to Christ Fellowship Church of 
Williamsburg. 

Christ Fellowship, we want to be family of faith that lives out the commands of God in Gospel 
community.  How are we to accomplish that?  By the grace of God as we obey His word!  May God help 
us plant a healthy, God-honoring church in Willliamsburg, VA!  To Him alone be the glory!  
 
Let’s pray…  


