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“Be Content” 
(1 Timothy 6:3-10) 

 
Introduction 
 
What is wrong with this story? 
 
 “I heard a story about a man on vacation in Hawaii with his wife. He was a good man who had 
achieved a modest measure of success, but he was coasting along, thinking that he’d already reached his 
limits in life. One day, a friend was driving the couple around the island, showing them the sights. They 
stopped to admire a gorgeous house set high on a hill. The property was replete with beautiful palm 
trees and lush green gardens in a picturesque, peaceful setting with a panoramic view overlooking the 
ocean. 
 As the man gazed at the magnificent home, he commented to his wife and friend, “I can’t even 
imagine living in a place like that.”  
 Right there, something inside him said, Don’t worry. You won’t. You will never live in a great 
place like that. 
 Startled at his own thoughts, he asked himself, What do you mean? 
 As long as you can’t imagine it, as long as you can’t see it, then it is not going to happen for you. 
The man correctly realized that his own thoughts and attitudes were condemning him to mediocrity. He 
determined then and there to start believing better of himself, and believing better of God.  
 It’s the same way with us. We have to conceive it on the inside before we’re ever going to 
receive it on the outside. If you don’t think you can have something good, then you never will. The 
barrier is in your mind. It’s not God’s lack of resources or your lack of talent that prevents you from 
prospering. Your own wrong thinking can keep you from God’s best.”1 
 

If you have read Your Best Life Now by Joel Osteen (And I hope you haven’t), then you will 
recognize this as the way Osteen begins his book.  What is wrong with what Osteen is saying here? It 
isn’t that owning a nice house in Hawaii is a bad thing. It isn’t the idea that having a negative attitude 
can hold you back from achieving goals in this life.2  The error is theological.  What’s wrong with this 
story is that it assumes that God’s best for you is that you would have plenty and prosperity in THIS 
life—your best life now.  

But God’s word never teaches that God’s BEST for His children is that they would prosper 
materially and physically in this life.  Often, in the Bible, we see just the opposite.  Still the teaching of 
Osteen (and other false teachers like him) is nothing new.  We will see in our passage this morning that 
the Apostle Paul had to deal with men just like Osteen—men who mistakenly thought selling religion 
was a great way to turn a profit.   
 
 
 

                                                           
1
 Joel Osteen, Your Best Life Now: Seven Steps to Living Life at Your Full Potential (New York: Warner Faith, 

2004), 3. 
 
2
 Though I think Osteen is actually saying that we somehow have (god-like) power in ourselves to change 

our own destiny through words of blessing and positive thinking. 
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Background 
 
 As a new church plant, we have been studying through the book of 1 Timothy because it 
teaches us how we should live life-together in the local church.  A local church is a part of the body of 
Christ.  It is a gathering of saints who love Jesus and want to follow Him.  But no local church is perfect.  
Even though they have been redeemed through the cross-work of Jesus Christ, Christians still wrestle 
with sin and selfishness.   Sadly, even in the best of churches, there is conflict.  But churches especially 
experience conflict when false teaching is allowed to flourish in the church.  This was happening in 
Ephesus.  Paul spends a lot of time in 1 Timothy giving instructions on how the church is to function.  But 
he has also spends a lot of time discussing the false teachers who were stirring up trouble in Ephesus.  
Paul wanted Timothy to take on these false teachers and restore proper order to the church of Ephesus.   
 In our passage this morning, Paul again addresses these false teachers and paints a picture of 
the kind of men they were.  As we study this passage we will see clearly that these men were motivated 
by a love of money.  They wanted their best life now.  If we are honest, we are tempted in the affluent 
West to want to live for this life as well.  What about you?  What are you living for? 
 
MIM: Christians should be content with a pure gospel and a simple life.   
 
Two exhortations this morning:  
 

I. Christian, be content with a pure gospel (vv.3-5). 
 
a. The pure gospel produces spiritual health (v.3). 

 
1 Timothy 6:3- “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness…” 
 

i. When Paul says, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine” he isn’t referring to 
a hypothetical situation.  As we have seen, the False teachers were active in 
Ephesus teaching “different doctrine”—a false gospel.  Paul wanted them 
stopped.  
 

ii. In 6:3, we see that the teaching of the false teachers did not agree with the 
“sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with 
godliness.”  The word for “sound” here means “healthy” or “health-
producing” (cf. 1 Timothy 1:10).3  Paul’s gospel was centered on the Person 
and work of Jesus Christ.  Wherever he went, Paul preached a pure 
Gospel—“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2).  Paul preached this 
gospel because it is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16).  The pure 
Gospel gives spiritual life and spiritual health.  Paul’s doctrine was “the 
teaching that accords with godliness” (6:3).  It was the very word of God 
that guides his children into godly living—true reverence and holiness.  And 
the effects of Paul’s preaching and teaching in Ephesus had been 
astounding.  Acts 19 tells us that multitudes came to faith in Christ.  Many 
of these new believers had been involved in magic and the occult, but after 
trusting in Jesus they gathered their magic books together (worth 50,000 

                                                           
3
 Philip Towner, 1 Timothy in NICNT (Grand Rapids: William B Eerdmanns Publishing Company, 2006), 130. 
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pieces of silver; about $6 million in today’s money; see Acts 19:19)) and 
burned them.  
 

The pure Gospel had produced life and health in the church of Ephesus. 
 
Now, contrast that with the effects of the false teaching of the false teachers we see in 6:4-5.   
 

b. The false teaching of false teachers produces spiritual disease (vv.4-5) 
 
1 Timothy 6:4-5a- “he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing.  He has an unhealthy craving 
for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 
and constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that 
godliness is a mean of gain.” 
 

i. Paul here begins to describe these false teachers who had rejected the pure 
Gospel.  In contrast to the godliness produced by the Gospel, these false 
teachers were marked by three things: pride, conflict, and greed.   
 

1. They were marked by pride (6:4a).  Their teaching didn’t promote 
humility before God and others.  They wanted to be the cleverest 
and the best and so they were not content with the Gospel.  They 
emphasized “myths and endless genealogies which promote 
speculations” (1:4).  But they were full of hot air.  Paul says such a 
one “understands nothing.”  In their pride, they didn’t understand 
even the simplest realities about God and salvation.   
 

2. They were marked by conflict (6:4b-5a). Paul also says they had an 
“unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words.”  
Paul is saying that these false teachers were spiritually sick and that 
part of their sickness included a strong desire for fights and 
meaningless “word battles.”  These false teachers literally wanted 
there to be arguments in the church, even about things that really 
didn’t matter, because they wanted the focus off the Gospel and on 
their teaching. 

     
a. And the disease of these false teachers led to break-down 

in relationships in the church, producing “envy, dissension, 
slander (lit. “blasphemy”), evil suspicions, and constant 
friction among people depraved in mind and deprived of 
the truth.”  There were apparently several false teachers in 
the church and they were warring with one-another—
envying, slandering, and opposing one another.  The false 
teaching of these false teachers was empowered by demons 
(4:1), and these false teachers and those who followed 
them acted like demons. 
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3. They were marked by greed (6:5b).  “[I]magining that godliness is a 
means of gain.”  Here Paul gets to the root motive behind these 
false teachers—what they were after.  Paul says these arrogant 
false teachers were stirring controversy and warring with one 
another in the church because they thought that by gaining a 
following they could make money.  Paul is using the word 
“godliness” here as a generic word for religion.  These false teachers 
were not content to preach the pure Gospel-“Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.”  They were teaching their own brand of religion and 
seeking to gather a crowd who would follow them and support 
them financially.  They wanted to preach religion for material 
“gain.”   

 
Illustration: In preaching religion for money, these false teachers in Ephesus were very similar to the 
“Prosperity Gospel” preachers, such as Joel Osteen, Creflo Dollar, Paula White, and Kenneth Copeland 
who you can see on television on channels like TBN (Trinity Broadcasting Network).  These false teachers 
teach that God’s best for you is to experience perfect health and great wealth in this life.  And these 
false teachers practice what they preach.  They urge their listeners to send them money as a way to 
show God that they have faith.  Apparently, the followers of these false teachers have a lot of faith 
because many of these Prosperity preachers are very, very wealthy.   
 
Your Best Life Now? 
 
Imagine how the false teaching of these false teachers in Ephesus must have sounded to the Apostle 
Paul.  These men were in the business of teaching religion because they wanted money.  They wanted 
their best life now.  But Paul knew that preaching a pure Gospel in a fallen world is costly.  Listen to how 
much it cost Paul in this life to preach Christ.  Addressing the false teachers in Corinth, Paul says: 
 
2 Corinthians 11:22-28- “Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of 
Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with 
far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24 Five times 
I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once 
I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent 
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, 
danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and 
hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and 
exposure.” 
 
Paul was faithful to preach the Gospel, even though it cost him much to do so.  He was like his master, 
the Lord Jesus, who was crucified for preaching the pure Gospel.   
 
Application: As we seek to plant a healthy church in Williamsburg, let me ask you which kind of church 
you would like to be a part of: a healthy, loving congregation marked by repentance, reconciliation, 
unity and faith (i.e., “godliness”) or a sickly congregation marked by pride, conflict, and greed.  False 
teaching produces pride, conflict, and greed, but the Gospel produces “godliness.”  If we want Christ 
Fellowship to be godly, then we must preach a pure Gospel—“the sound words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (6:3). 
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So in our passage we see that churches should be content with the pure Gospel because it produces 
spiritual health (“godliness”), but we also see that Christians should be content with a simple life 
because “godliness with contentment is great gain.”   
 

II. Christian, be content with a simple life (vv.6-10). 
 

a. The false teachers of Ephesus were focused on money.  They taught “godliness” 
(religion) because they thought it would help them make money (6:5).  To them, 
money was an unqualified good in this life.  And if you watch any television, you 
know that every commercial tells you the same thing—“Stuff is good, so get as 
much as you can in this life.”  Pepsi Cola has an ad campaign out right now.  It’s 
theme: “Live for now.”  Are the advertisers right?  Should we live for now?  Paul 
didn’t think so.  In this section, Paul points us away from the riches of this world to 
that which is truly valuable—“godliness with contentment.”  To show how valuable 
“godliness” really is (v.6), Paul contrasts it with two realities about money in this life:  
(1) The riches of this world do not last (vv.7-8) and (2) the riches of this world are 
spiritually dangerous (vv.9-10).  As we study these realities, we will see why it is 
good to be content with a simple life.  Two realities about money: 

 
i. The riches of this world do not last (vv.7-8) 

 
1 Timothy 6:7-8- “for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 
8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.” 
 

1. Verse 7 really needs no explanation.  You have heard the saying, 
“There are no u-haul’s behind hearses.”  You should not live for the 
things of this world because you can’t keep them.  Therefore, what 
matters is eternal.  The Lord Jesus made this point when he said: 
 

Matthew 6:19-21-“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 
    

a. Because what matters is the eternal, Paul says what he does 
in 6:8, “If we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content.”  Paul is saying that if the basic necessities of life 
are met (“food and clothing” (lit. “shelter”)), then 
Christians, because they have Jesus, have everything they 
really need.  They can be content with what God has given 
them.  Paul is not calling for a vow of poverty.  He is calling 
for Christians to be content with a simple life.   

 
Application: We have to admit that is very counter to our culture.  Many people seek happiness through 
purchasing the latest clothing or electronic gadgets.  Sadly, the church is not filled with this kind of 
materialism as well.  The statistics slightly vary on this, but studies show that most Evangelicals give 
3.5% or less of their income to the church.  What difference would it make for Christians if they 
embraced the reality that this world is not their home, and not only lived within their means, but below 
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their means so that they could have more money to give advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  We have 
been highlighting the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering that supports nearly 5000 Southern Baptist 
missionaries around the world.  The goal is $175 million.  I want to challenge us to be a church plant that 
gives generously to the work of missions around the world.     
 
“A materialistic world will not be won by a materialistic church…[W]e will not show the world that Christ 
is all satisfying as long as we are on the path of materialism. How will we lead people to abandon the 
things of this world if we in the church are attached to the same things? We will be communicating that 
Christ plus our stuff equals satisfaction, but that is not the gospel.”4 
 
          -David Platt   
 
Because the riches of this world do not last, Christians should be content with a simple life that seeks 
to magnify Jesus. 
 

ii. The riches of this world are spiritually dangerous (vv.9-10) 
 
1 Timothy 6:9-10- “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evils. 
 

1. In verses 9-10, Paul gives another reason why Christians should be 
content with a simple life.  Money is spiritually dangerous.  In verse 
9, you see a picture of destruction in the life of those who want to 
be rich.  The word for “desire” here is a word that indicates the 
person has thought about it and chosen money as the pathway to 
happiness.  But if you think you can find lasting happiness in money, 
you are deceived.  Listen to the words of Jesus: 

 
Luke 12:15-21- “And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, 
“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays 
up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  
 

a. The progress of temptation in the life of one who wants to 
be rich is pictured in 6:9.  Commentator Philip Ryken puts it 
well: 

 

                                                           
4
 David Platt, Daniel L Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in 1&2 Timothy 

(Nashville: B&H Academic, 2013), 119. 
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“First, there is a desire to get rich, which seems harmless enough. Then there is some temptation to get 
rich by immoral means. But that is actually a snare of the devil which leads to more and more evil 
desires. Eventually, the greedy man plunges into ruin and destruction.”5 

 
Illustration: Many commentators pointed out that the desire to be rich is like drinking salt water.  A 
shipwrecked sailor, desperate for water, drinks from the sea, but the salt water actually dehydrates him 
more and more.  Eventually, he falls into the sea unconscious and drowns.  That is the picture in verse 9.  
When Paul says, “harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction,” it is a picture of 
drowning.  Desiring to be rich will kill your never-dying soul. 
 

2. In verse 10, Paul explains why the love of money is so dangerous: 
“for the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.”  The love of 
money doesn’t just stop with a love for money.  It leads to other 
sins as well.  How many arguments, fights, murders, robberies, 
betrayals, and even wars have been started because of the love of 
money?  People are willing to commit all kinds of sins to get their 
hands on more money.  Paul says, “It is through this craving that 
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many pangs.”  This speaks of apostasy—falling away from the 
faith.  The picture in “pierced themselves with many pangs” is one 
of a man impaling himself with a stake.  The end result of the love 
of money is spiritual destruction.  Paul could point to the false 
teachers of Ephesus who were “imagining that godliness is a means 
of gain.”  They had abandoned the true Gospel and were in danger 
of spiritual ruin.  But Paul could point to other examples as well.  He 
could point to Achan in the Old Testament who stole some gold 
from Jericho and was stoned along with his family for his sin.  He 
could point to Ananias and Sapphira who lied and kept back a 
portion of money from the field they sold.  The Holy Spirit struck 
them both dead.  And most famously, he could point to Judas, who 
betrayed Christ for 30 pieces of silver, only to go out later and hang 
himself.   

 
So, if the love of money is so dangerous, why does it have such power in our lives? 
People love money for different reasons.  Some love money because of the power it gives them over 
others.  Some love money because when they have a lot of money, they have a sense of security.  If 
trouble befalls them, they think money will help them out of the trouble.  Some love money because it 
allows them to satisfy their lusts for pleasure, food, new gadgets and toys.  But at the root of all of this, 
money is so dangerous because we think it gives us the ability to be like God.  Ever since the first sin in 
the Garden of Eden, the human heart has been tempted act like god.  Money promises us power, 
security, and pleasure in this life.  But the promise is deceitful.  It is a trap that leads to destruction. 
 
 
 

                                                           
5
 Philip Ryken, 1 Timothy in Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing Company, 

2007), 260. 
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Application: How about you?  How do you know if you are falling prey to the deceitfulness of the love 
of money?  Let me ask you some diagnostic questions: 
 

1. When your bank account is full are you arrogant or are you thankful to God and quick to be 
generous? 

2. When your bank account is empty are you fearful or do you trust in God to provide? 
3. How are you doing with your credit cards?  Are you careful or do you keep buying more and 

more stuff to try to fill up the feeling of emptiness in your life with the quickly fading happiness 
of a new possession? 

4. How do you think about others who have less than you?  Are you condescending towards them? 
5. How do you think about others who have more than you?  Do you envy them and secretly wish 

they would experience misfortune? 
6. Do you hoard money? 
7. Do you lie awake at night afraid the money you have is going to somehow go away? 

 
Brothers and sisters, I am asking these direct questions because one thing this passage clearly shows us 
is that is possible to appear “religious” and “godly” on the outside, and yet be consumed with the love 
of money on the inside.  The false teachers of Ephesus appeared religious, but they loved money 
rather than God.   
 
So, what is the antidote to the love of money?  Better treasure--the true riches of “godliness with 
contentment.”  Look with me at verse 6. 
 

iii. Godliness with contentment (v.6). 
 
1 Timothy 6:6- “But godliness with contentment is great gain…”  
 

1. While Paul used the word “godliness” in verse 5 to refer to the 
“religion” of the false teachers, here in verse 6, he uses the word 
“godliness” to refer to real holiness and Christ-likeness.  “Godliness” 
is what characterizes the genuine believer who realizes Christ is his 
Savior, God is his Father, and heaven is his eternal inheritance!  
Paul says this “great gain.”   

 
“Godliness is very great gain to us, because, by means of it, we obtain the benefit, not only of being 
heirs of the world, but also of enjoying Christ and all his riches.”6 
  
          -John Calvin 
 
The Gospel 
 
 Friends, this is why we love the Gospel at Christ Fellowship!  Before we were saved, all of us 
were spiritual debtors.  We had a massive debt of sin before God.  Our sins were stacked up to the sky 
and we were going to have to pay for every one of them forever in hell.  But Jesus, the King of Glory, 

                                                           
6
 John Calvin, Commentaries On The Epistles To Timothy, Titus, and Philemon (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 

2003 reprint),157. [Modernization mine] 
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who was rich beyond all measure, became poor, coming to earth as a man.  He perfectly fulfilled the 
requirements of God’s Law in behalf of His people and then He died on the cross in behalf of His people.  
By living for us, Jesus provided the righteousness we need to stand before God.  By dying for us, Jesus 
paid our sin debt.  And Jesus’ resurrection proves that God accepted His work on our behalf.   
 
Colossians 2:13-14- “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of 
debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
 
But that’s not all!  When we turned from our sins and put our faith in Christ, we were united with Christ.  
Now, what is Christ’s is ours.  Christ reigns in glory and one day, we will reign with him forever!   
 
Matthew 13:43- “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 

 
This is why Charles Wesley sang: 
 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.7 
 
And that is why Paul says in verse 6, “Godliness…is great gain.”  If you are with us this morning, and you 
haven’t experienced the great gain of knowing Jesus Christ as Savior and King, I pray you will turn from 
your sin and trust in Him today.   
 

2. But did you notice that Paul said, “godliness with contentment is 
great gain.”  What is contentment?  The word for “contentment” 
Paul uses here was a word that the Greek philosophers used to 
refer to a man’s ability to respond with peace and calm no matter 
what he faced (e.g. Socrates’ in death).  They thought of 
“contentment” as self-sufficiency.  But that is not how Paul viewed 
“contentment.”  When he wrote the book of Philippians, Paul had 
this to say about “contentment.” 

 
Philippians 4:11-13- “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I 
am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me.” 
 
Paul understood that contentment was the power Jesus gives a Christians to endure any situation in 
life.  What is contentment? 
 

                                                           
7
 From Charles Wesley’s hymn, “And Can It Be.” 
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“Christian contentment is that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious [attitude of the heart], which freely 
submits to and delights in God’s wise and fatherly arrangement of all things.”8   
 
         -Jeremiah Burroughs 
 

3. Why is it important to have “godliness with contentment”?  Because 
Christians are not promised to have their best life now.  Most of 
these Ephesians Christians were probably poor.  In fact, most 
Christians who are alive today are poor.  It has always been this 
way. But instead of focusing on what they were lacking and trying 
to get rich in this life, Paul wanted the Ephesians to be content 
with the “great gain” they have received in Christ. 

 
Christian, how about you this morning?  Are you focused on what you don’t possess in this life?  Or 
are your eyes opened to the reality that, in Christ, God has promised that you will have all you truly 
need for this life and never-ending bliss forever in the next life.  Be content with God’s good promises!   
 
Conclusion 
 
 The thing that the false teachers of Ephesus have in common with the false teachers of our day 
is that they were not content with a pure gospel and a simple life.  They made up a new gospel, a form 
of “godliness,” because they thought it was a way to make money.  They were not content with a 
simple, contented life making much of Jesus.  Instead, they exalted themselves in order to enrich 
themselves.  In short, false teachers are those who want their best life now.   But as one Christian 
rapper put it, “If you’re living your best life now, then you’re headed for hell.” 
 How can we escape the trap of the love of money?  Paul showed us that clearly in 6:6, 
“godliness with contentment is great gain.”  In Christ, God has given us all we need for this life.  If we 
have food and clothing, we can be content.  Ultimately, as Christians, our hope is not that we can have 
our best life now.  Our hope is that when this life ends, our best life will just be beginning.  Let’s pray…  

                                                           
8
 Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment (Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 

2002), 19. [modernization mine] 


