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  CFCW-10/20/2013 
 

“Relating to Others in God’s Household” 
(1 Timothy 5:1-2) 

 
Introduction 
 
 While Missy and I were living in Washington, DC, I worked for Deer Park Water Company.  My 
job was to develop Deer Park’s larger accounts in the Washington DC metro area.  As part of the job, I 
got to go behind the scenes at some fun places like the Library of Congress, the Supreme Court, the 
Senate and House Office buildings, and the Capitol building.  One of my customers was an exclusive 
club for retired politicians and DC business executives.   These retired politicians and business 
executives would pay tens of thousands of dollars to become members of this club.  In return, when 
they were at the club, they could sit in their favorite chair and smoke a cigar, have a drink, and be 
waited on hand-and-foot by the club staff.  And, of course, being a member of this club gave you status 
in Washington DC. 
 Sadly, many churches operate something like this club.  The members of these churches give 
their money to the church.  In return, they expect a comfortable chair, great music with appropriate 
lights and smoke, an interesting and uplifting sermon, and the status of being a “good church member.       
For too many people, the church is a place where one goes to have their spiritual needs met.  This is 
church for the consumer.  This is church as social club. 
 In the New Testament, you find the Church described in many different ways.  It is a called “a 
holy temple” (Eph. 2:20-22).  It is called “a royal priesthood and a holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9).  It is called 
“the body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27).  It is called the “bride” (Rev. 21:22).  But there is one 
description of the Church given in the NT that I want us to focus on this morning.  Three times in the 
New Testament, the Church is called the “household of God” (Eph. 2:19, 1 Tim. 3:15, 1 Pet. 4:17; see 
also Gal. 6:10).  The word “household” in the Greek literally means “family.” The New Testament 
pictures the Church as a family—God’s family.   
 This is important because how we view the church determines how we behave in the church.  
If I look at the local church with a consumer’s mindset, I will say, “This is my church.  I give my money to 
this church.  They need to take care of my needs.”  But if I look at the church as God’s family, I will say, 
“This is God’s family.  I am a part of God’s family too.  I need to take care of my family.” The New 
Testament never pictures church as a social club.  Instead, the local church is a place where the family 
of God gathers to worship God and build up one another in the Faith. 
 
Background 
 
 It is our desire to plant a God-honoring, gospel-centered church in Williamsburg.  We have been 
studying 1 Timothy for the last several months to help us do that.  Paul wrote 1 Timothy to instruct 
Timothy, his spiritual son in the Faith, on how Christians should live life together in the local church.  “I 
hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know how one 
ought to behave in the household of God” (1 Tim. 3:14-15).  The fact that the local church is God’s family 
determines how Christians are to behave in the church.  But what does that look like in concrete 
terms?   
 This morning we are going to be looking at 1 Timothy 5:1-2.  In this passage, we have an 
opportunity to see this dynamic of family life played out specifically as it relates to dealing with sin in the 
lives of others.  When others are caught in sin, it is our responsibility to confront them (cf. Gal. 6:1).  But 



 

2 
 

the way we do this is important.  Our passage addresses this issue of how we are to relate to one 
another in the local church—the family of God.    
 
MIM: Because the church is a family, Christians need to relate to one another with love, honor, and 
respect. 
 
1 Timothy 5:1-2- “Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as 
brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity.” 
 

I. An Explanation of the Passage 
 

A. Paul had just instructed Timothy not to let anyone “despise” him or look down on him 
because of his youth (4:12).  Timothy was a minister of the Gospel and a faithful 
minister deserves respect.  But it is possible for a minister to begin to think too highly 
of himself and flaunt his authority and treat the other members of the church harshly 
(Diotrephes-3 John 9).  The Lord Jesus warned of this danger in Mark 10:42-44: 

Mark 10:42-44- “And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 
But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.” 
 

B. The role of the Gospel minister is one of service.  Sometimes that service is difficult.  
We can see this in our passage—confrontation of sin is difficult.  As we have studied 1 
Timothy, we have seen that there were problems in the church of Ephesus.  There were 
false teachers teaching false doctrine (1:3-7; 4:1-5).  It is likely some of these false 
teachers were older than Timothy.  There were likely divisions and arguments among 
the men of the church (1 Tim. 2:8).  Some women in the church were apparently 
exercising illegitimate spiritual authority over men (1 Tim. 2:11-14).  We will see in a few 
weeks that the church was also facing issues in caring for widows (5:5-15).  This side of 
heaven, there will always be problems in the church because the church is made up of 
sinful men and women.  It has been well said that the church is more a hospital for the 
spiritually sick than it is a museum for saints.  The question is: how should we deal with 
the sins of those in the church? 

 
C. Our passage gives us insight into biblical confrontation.  Here Paul lists four groups of 

people that Timothy might need to confront about their sin—Older men, younger men, 
older women, and younger women.  Then he gives the command, “Do not rebuke an 
older man.”  The word for “rebuke” here is only used one time in the New Testament.  It 
means to “rebuke harshly or severely.”  Literally, the Greek word means “to strike at.”1  
The picture is of the minister harshly rebuking another for their sin, grabbing them by 
the ear so to speak.  Sadly, it is not a picture that is hard to imagine.  Many ministers fail 
here. 

 
 

                                                           
1
 Ralph Earle, 1&2 Timothy in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), 375. 
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D. Instead of harshly rebuking, Paul says, “but encourage him” (5:1).  The word for 
“encourage” (parakaleo) can also mean “to urge” or “to comfort.”  It comes from the 
same word Jesus used when He called the Holy Spirit the “Helper” (parakletos) in the 
Gospel of John (14:16, 15:26, 16:7).  Timothy was supposed to help the older man.   

 
a. At the same, the word “encourage” is in the present tense in the original which 

speaks of a continual action. So now the picture is clear: In biblical 
confrontation of sin, the minister is not to harshly rebuke an older man.  
Rather he is to exhort, encourage, and help him over and over to do what is 
right.  He is to help, not harm.   

 
E. Then Paul tells Timothy how to encourage him: “as you would a father” (5:1).  In both 

Roman and Jewish culture, the father was the supreme figure in the home.  A father 
deserved honor.  God also made it clear that he wanted children to honor their fathers 
and he attached blessing for the one who did so. 

 
Exodus 20:12- “Honor your father and mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you.” 
 

At the same time, the OT teaches that honor is due to those who are older.  Timothy 
had been raised by a godly grandmother and mother (2 Tim. 1:5).  They would have 
taught him verses like Leviticus 19:32: 

 
Leviticus 19:32- “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of the old man, and you 
shall fear your God: I am the LORD.” 
 

By using this picture of family relationships, Paul is reminding Timothy that even 
though he needs to be faithful to confront sin, he needed to do so gently, patiently, 
showing the honor that is due to the person being confronted.   

 
F. Then Paul continues the analogy saying, “younger men as brothers, older women as 

mothers, younger women as sisters in all purity” (5:1b-2).  Timothy would need to show 
“younger men” respect, treating them as peers, “as brothers.”  Timothy’s confrontation 
of older women needed to both demonstrate honor and gentleness--treating them “as 
mothers.”  Finally, Timothy needed to be sure that his confrontation of younger women 
included both respect and purity.  As a minister of the Gospel, his dealings with younger 
women needed to be absolutely “above reproach” (1 Timothy 3:2).    

 
From 1 Timothy 5:1-2, we see that Paul uses the picture of a family to teach us that honor, respect, 
gentleness and purity are necessary for the godly confrontation of sin in the local church.   
 

II. Two Implications from the Passage 
 
Illustration: So why does Paul use this picture of a family here?  Right after we moved here, I called 
AT&T to talk about quitting their cellphone service because of poor reception in Williamsburg.  The 
AT&T representative ended the call by saying, “Thanks for being a part the AT&T family.”  But there is 
no real AT&T “family.”  That was a psychological ploy to accomplish a result—my staying with AT&T.  Is 
that what Paul is doing in this passage?  Is he using the picture of family just as a helpful analogy?  No, 
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what Paul is doing in 1 Timothy 5:1-2 is categorically different.  Paul’s picture of family relationships is 
not merely a tool to teach Timothy how he is supposed to treat the different categories of people—
older men, younger men, older women, and younger women—in the church.   It is a picture, but behind 
the picture stands the reality that the church really is a family.  The church is the “household of God” 
(1 Tim. 3:15).  
 
From this reality, we will draw two implications this morning: 
 

A. Implication #1: God is our Father and He loves us. 
 

a. This is the truth that stands behind Paul instructions to Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:1-2. The 
Lord Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “Our Father in heaven” (Matt. 6:9).  God is our 
Father.  We are part of His family.  Few things are sweeter in the life of a believer than 
realizing that God—the eternal, all-knowing, all-powerful God is our Father.  It seems 
too good to be true, but that is the reality.  Listen to how the Apostle Paul puts this in 
the book of Galatians: 
 
 

Galatians 4:4-7-  “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 
So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” 
 
The Gospel  

 
The message of Christianity is that Mankind created to have a perfect relationship with God our Father.  
But Man rebelled against God.   We have all sinned and as a result our relationship with God was 
severed.  But the Gospel is good news!  Jesus, God the Son, came to live a perfect life.  He fulfilled the 
Law of God in every way.  Then he died on the cross to bear the penalty of the sins of His people.  He 
took their law-breaking upon himself.  He redeemed (“bought them back”) from their slavery to sin.  He 
rose from the dead showing that God had accepted his sacrifice in behalf of His people.  Now all who 
turn from their sins and trust in Him will be saved from the penalty their sins deserve—death and 
separation from God forever in Hell.   If you have never turned from you sins, I pray you will do so this 
morning. 
 
Even Better News! 
 
But the news gets even better!  Jesus didn’t just redeem His people so that they would no longer be 
slaves of sin.  He redeemed them so that they might “receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:5).  When a 
person puts his or her trust in Christ they are united with Christ.  They receive the Holy Spirit, who is the 
Spirit of adoption.  Those who trust in Christ become the children of God!  Those who trust in Christ are 
restored to a right relationship with God the Father!   
 
John 1:12-13- “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” 
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Romans 8:15- “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  

 
“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the 
thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and 
controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand 
Christianity very well at all.  For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament 
new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is 
summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God.  “Father is the Christian name for God.” 2 
     

-J.I. Packer 
 
God loves us like He loves Jesus! 

 
Believer, God is your Father.  He loves you!  Do you see what an amazing reality this is?  But we need to 
realize how much God loves us.  The unbelievable, but true, message of the Bible is that God loves us 
like He loves Jesus.  He loves us for Jesus’ sake: 
 
Just before He died on the cross, Jesus prayed the following prayer to His Father in behalf of those who 
would become His followers: 
 
John 17:20-23-““I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.” 
 
Christian, have you ever realized that God loves you with the very love He has for His Son!   
 
1 John 3:1a- “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God!” (NKJV) 
 
(This leads us to implication #2.) 
          

B. Implication #2: God’s love for us shows us how we are to love one another in the church. 
 

a. It is the reality of God’s love for us in Christ (Vertical love—our relationship to God) that 
drives what we see in 1 Timothy 5:1-2.  Paul wants Timothy to confront those in sin in 
the church of Ephesus, but he wants him to confront them in love because they are a 
part of God’s family.  Paul wants Timothy to love the older men, younger men, older 
women, and younger women of his church.  The vertical (God’s love for us) drives the 
horizontal (our love for one another).   
 

1 John 4:10-11- “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 

                                                           
2
 J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Downer’s Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1993 edition), 201. 
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b. How are Christians in the church supposed to love one another?  In 1 John 4:11, John 
says “If God so loved us, we also out to love one another.”  The focus is not on how 
much God loved us.  The focus is on HOW God loved us.  How did God love us?  The 
idea flowing from 1 John 4:10 is that God loved us sacrificially by sending Jesus.  John is 
making an argument here: “If God loved us in this way…” The word for love here in the 
Greek is agape.  It is the word used throughout the New Testament for the love of 
God.  It is a self-sacrificial commitment to do good to others.  So John continues, “we 
also ought to love (agape) one another” (1 John 4:11). 
 

i. This is profound and we need to consider it.  God wants us to love our brothers 
and sisters in the church with the very same love with which He has loved us!  
We are to love one another with God’s love—agape love.  And where are we to 
get this love?  Is this something we can stir up in our own hearts through effort 
and determination?  No, it must come from God. 
 

ii. The good news is that this is the love (agape) that God has put into our hearts 
so that we might love others: 

Romans 5:1-5- “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 

and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 

hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit who has been given to us.” 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts so that we can love others!  And what does this love look 

like?   

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a- “Love (agape) is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 

or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 8 Love never ends.”  

Application: If you are not a Christian, you cannot love in this way.  You don’t have the resources to love 

in this way because God’s love has not been shed abroad in your heart.  But Christians, you need to 

realize that if you are obey God’s commandments to love others in the church with the love of God, 

you need to seek God by prayer and ask Him to give you this agape love on a moment by moment 

basis.  Love is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). 

But what might this love look like for Christ Fellowship in more concrete terms?   

Here are some thoughts on what it means for us right now: 

1. We need to view one another as family.  You may not always like the members of your family, 
but you are committed to your family.  You bear with their failings and help them in their needs.  
We want Christ Fellowship to feel like a family because it is a faith family (Ephesians 2:19)! 



 

7 
 

 
2. We need to be committed to spending time together, meeting together regularly for worship, 

prayer, accountability, and encouragement (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
3. We need to forgive one another as God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32). 

 
4. We need to work together as a family towards the goal of making much of Jesus Christ and God 

our Father in Williamsburg and among the nations (“Let your light so shine before others so 
that…Matthew 5:16). 
 

5. We need to rejoice with one another when we experience joy and we need to weep together 
when we experience sorrow (Romans 12:15). 
 

6. We need to accept one another because God has accepted us in Christ (Romans 14:1-4).  We 
will have differences of opinions.  For example, one of the things Satan uses to tear churches 
part is differing tastes in music.  What songs should we sing?  Should we sing hymns?  Should we 
sing new praise songs?  Should we have drums and an electric guitar?  As a new church plant, 
we will have to face these issues.  But wouldn’t it be sweet if we faced these issues together 
with the love of God in our hearts and a commitment to put others first? Wouldn’t it be great 
to have younger members of our congregation ask to sing more hymns to bless the older 
members and to have older members ask to sing more praise choruses to bless the younger 
members?  God is honored by this kind of loving deference.   
 

7. Young people, this is a good time to remind you that God cares how you treat those who are 
older than you.  You are to show honor and respect to your elders.  The passage in Leviticus 
19:32 is a good one for you to memorize and live by.  God has not changed.   

Leviticus 19:32- “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of the old man, and you 
shall fear your God: I am the LORD.” 

8. We need purity in our body.  It is a tragedy that so many churches are filled with men (and 
increasingly women) who are addicted to pornography.  Paul says Timothy is to minister in “all 
purity” to younger women.  Men, how can you minister in purity to your sisters in Christ if you 
are filling your mind with pornographic images of women?  Pray that God would grant us 
purity in our relationships.  Avoid even a hint of sin in this area. 
 
 

9. We need to confront one another.  Sometimes, love looks like confrontation: 
 

a. So again, we are brought back to 1 Timothy 5:1-2.  In our passage, Paul was urging 
Timothy to confront the sins of others in the church.  Why?  Because sin is deadly! 
 

i. Sin hardens the heart. 

Hebrews 3:12-13- “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that 
none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 
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Application: Think about it for a minute.  How many people can you name that used to go to church and 
used to seem to want to follow Jesus, but now no longer do because they chose some sin over God and 
His people?  Sin is deadly! 
 

ii. Sin spreads.  Sin is a cancer that spreads and destroys the health of the body of 
Christ.   

 
Hebrews 12:15- “See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” 
springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled.” 
 

iii. Sin hinders the church. There is no such thing as a private sin.  In Joshua 7, 
Achan stole a piece of gold and a cloak from Shinar even they all the possessions 
of Jericho were to be destroyed.   But the entire people of Israel were held 
accountable for his sin.  The people of Ai killed 36 Israelites at the next battle.  
When Joshua went to the Lord to ask why, this is how God answered him: 

 
Joshua 7:10-12a- “The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has 
sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the 
devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the 
people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies.” 
 
God held the whole people of Israel accountable for the sin of one man.  Is it possible that so many of 
our churches have been so powerless to reach people with the Gospel and impact the nations because 
they allow their members to live in unrepentant sins like illegitimate divorce, adultery, pornography, 
and gossip? 
 

b. Because sin is deadly, it is loving to confront people who are trapped in their sin so 
that they might be rescued from their sin.  For the good of the members of our faith 
family, for the protection of the body of Christ, and for our own effectiveness at making 
much of Jesus Christ in Williamsburg, VA, Christ Fellowship, we need to realize that it is 
loving to confront people who are involved in sin. 
   

c. We don’t have a lot of time to go into the “what’s” the “when’s” and “how to’s” of 
church discipline this morning.  We will address this in the future, Lord willing 

 
Conclusion 
 
 Christ Fellowship, as we are seeking to plant a God-honoring church in Williamsburg, VA, we 
need to realize that we will always have sin in our church.  As your pastor, I have the responsibility 
before God to speak into your life if I see you struggling with sin.  Only, I must do so with love, honor, 
and respect because you are my family.  And every member of Christ Fellowship will have the same 
responsibility (see Galatians 6:1, Matthew 18:15). 
 The wider application from our passage this morning is that we want the relationships in Christ 
Fellowship to be marked by that same love, honor, and respect at all times.  Christ Fellowship is not a 
social club.  It is a not a place for consumers to come and have their spiritual needs met.  Christ 
Fellowship is a family of faith. God is calling us to live life together in a community marked by love.  God 
wants us to love one another with the very love of God.  May God help us be such a church!  Let’s pray…   


