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          CFCW-07/14/2013 
 

The Divine Greeting 
(1 Timothy 1:1-2) 

 
Introduction 
 
 What a joy it is to gather together this morning!  A lot of work and a lot of prayer have gone into 
making this happen, and all of us who have been involved in the process have seen the hand of God 
moving on our behalf in amazing ways already.  Let’s pray and ask that He would continue to clearly 
guide us as we become a local expression of the body of Christ in Williamsburg. 
 So what does it mean to start a church?  Some of you have already been a part of a church plant 
in the past and have seen first-hand the difficulties that go along with the task.  Some of us are brand 
new to church planting and do not yet know enough to be concerned!  All of us are aware of our need 
for wisdom as we come together to do this great work.  And it is a great work!  Seeking, by God’s grace, 
to establish a faithful local church and to do “life-together” is a big undertaking.  But it is also a God-
glorifying task.  As we covenant together and grow in faithfulness to Christ and in love for one another, 
God’s character will be put on display to a watching world.  A healthy church is a display of the glory of 
God.  That is what we want for Christ Fellowship Church of Williamsburg: 
 

1. We want to proclaim with authority the Gospel so that God will be glorified in the conversion of 
sinners and the spiritual growth of believers. 
 

2. We want our relationships within the church to have such a depth of love that those outside the 
church will have to say, “These are disciples of Jesus.”  The Lord told us the world would know 
we are His disciples by the love we have for one another (John 13:35).  The Lord is glorified by 
deep and healthy relationships in the church 

 
3. We want to receive the blessing of God in our lives and, in turn, bless others so that God might 

be glorified in us.   
 
And that is what our passage for this morning demonstrates so clearly: authority, relationships, and 
God’s blessing are essential if the church is going to be healthy.  Our passage for this morning is 1 
Timothy 1:1-2. 
 
1 Timothy 1:1-2-“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our 
hope, 2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Background 
 
 So, the Bible contains 66 books.  Why 1 Timothy?  Why start here?  Take your bibles and turn to 
1 Timothy 3:14-15.  I believe we need to start with 1 Timothy because we are planting a new church, 
and 1 Timothy was specifically written to give believers instructions on how to live life together in the 
church.  
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1 Timothy 3:14-15- “I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I 
delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living 
God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.” 
 

The background of 1 Timothy is important to understand.  Most conservative commentators 
believe 1 Timothy was written in the mid-60’s AD.  Paul had been released from his first Roman 
imprisonment (cf. Acts 28) and was travelling back through Asia Minor with Timothy visiting the 
churches.  Ephesus was an important church and it was also facing serious challenges from false 
teachers.  It is difficult to pinpoint exactly what these false teachers were teaching, but from the letter 
we can see that this heresy was Jewish in nature.  They were focused on myths, genealogies, and their 
own interpretation of the Law (1:3-7).  They had embraced a certain form of woman’s liberation that 
blurred the lines between the roles of men and women (2:8-15). They had perhaps promoted a form of 
asceticism that forbade certain foods and marriage (4:1-5).  All of these elements were probably tied to 
these teachers’ view that that the resurrection had already occurred (2 Timothy 2:18).  In theological 
terms, these false teachers had an over-realized eschatology.  They thought heaven had already come 
and so they were free to do what they thought was truly spiritual.   
 Before proceeding to Macedonia, Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to deal with these false teachers 
(1:3), and later wrote this letter to Timothy to strengthen him and instruct him on how to lead the 
church.  Timothy was now the pastor of the Ephesian church, which Paul himself had planted and 
pastored for almost three years (cf. Acts 19).  The church of Ephesus was in trouble, but God had a good 
word for this church.  And 1 Timothy is a good word for Christ Fellowship as well.  This morning we are 
going to see how Paul greets Timothy.   
 
In this greeting we see that authority, relationships, and God’s blessing are essential to the health of a 
local church.  May God teach us through His word! 
 

I. Authority is essential to the health of a local church (v.1) 
 

A. The issue of authority is so crucial in the local church.  Timothy was dealing with a 
difficult situation having to combat false teaching.  The church was hearing two different 
voices: Timothy’s and the voices of these other teachers’.  Who were they to listen to?  
Paul wants to settle that issue at the very beginning of the letter: “Paul, an apostle of 
Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope.”   
 

a. Paul was an apostle of Christ.  He bore unique authority along with the other 
apostles for leadership in the Church and was given a special ministry as the 
Apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:8).  He had been commanded by the risen 
Lord to take up this mantle of leadership.  Acts 9 gives the account of Saul of 
Tarsus being knocked from his horse by the blinding glory of Christ and being 
commanded to follow Him (cf. Acts 9:6).  This is why Paul says that he was an 
apostle, “by command of God our Savior and Christ Jesus our hope.”   

 
b. When Paul spoke, he spoke as the representative of Christ and bore the 

authority of Christ.  God’s authoritative command established Paul’s authority. 
Paul was exercising his authority as an apostle under King Jesus. Paul wanted 
Timothy to know that the message he was going to give was the message of God 
for the Ephesian church.  More importantly, he wanted the church of Ephesus 
to know who they should listen to.  Paul was Christ’s apostle, and he had 
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delegated authority to Timothy as pastor of the church to lead them and teach 
them the true Faith. Paul wanted the church of Ephesus to know that if they 
rejected Timothy’s teaching and leadership, they would be rejecting not only 
Timothy, but Paul, the apostle.  Ultimately, in rejecting Paul, they would be 
rejecting Christ.   

 
Application  
 
 As we work together to plant Christ Fellowship Church, we need to begin the work 
understanding this issue of authority.   
 

1. First, we need to understand that Jesus is King in Christ Fellowship!  Paul was an apostle by 
“command of God our Savior and Christ Jesus our hope.” As long as I am pastor, I will labor along 
with the other leaders to insure that we understand that I will never be the ultimate authority in 
this church.  Some churches are little more than petty dictatorships where the pastor’s will is the 
final authority.  It cannot be so in Christ Fellowship.  Just as Paul’s authority came from the 
command of God, and Timothy’s authority came from the command of Paul, so my authority 
as pastor is a derived authority.  As long as I faithfully preach God’s word and call us as a body 
to follow God’s standards and commandments, then my words have authority.  The second I 
cease to do that and begin to share my own opinions as if they are inspired, I am off-track and I 
will need others to come alongside me and point me back to the source of my authority—the 
Word of God.  And if I refuse, I will need you to fire me.  The same thing goes for the other 
leaders and future elders of this church.  The church is not a democracy or a republic, it part of a 
Kingdom, and Jesus is King.  
  

2. Second, we need to understand that because Jesus is King, His word is authoritative in your 
lives.  When you hear God’s word faithfully preached, you are hearing from God himself.  He 
speaks His authoritative word through his ministers and your responsibility is to trust and obey!  
But this means that you need to be discerning and study the Scriptures for yourselves to make 
sure that what you are hearing is indeed the word of God (see the Bereans in Acts 17).  But if 
what you hear preached is the word of God, then it is binding on your lives.  You will give an 
account to God for how you respond to His word.  Children and young people, let me speak to 
you especially here.  If you are not a Christian, the command of God for you is to repent and 
trust in Christ.  God so loved us that He sent His Son, Jesus, to live the kind of life that you and I 
should have lived, but we have failed to live.  He died on the cross bearing the penalty of the 
sins of all who would ever trust in Him.  God raised him from the dead showing that He had 
accepted Christ’s sacrifice.  So now, if you will turn from your sins and rest in Christ alone for 
salvation—God will save you!  He will save you this morning.     
 

a. But brothers and sisters, God’s word doesn’t just contain commands for children.  His 
commands are for all His followers.  He commands us to sacrificially love one another in 
the church (John 13:35).  He commands us to forgive those who sin against us (Matthew 
6:12).  He commands us to make disciples of our lost family members, neighbors, and 
friends and to make disciples of the nations (Matthew 28:18-20).  If you have been a 
Christian for any length of time, you realize that following these commands can be hard, 
but we have a resource in God’s Holy Spirit, who empowers us to obey. 
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3. Third, we need to remember Who it is that commands us:  God our Savior and Christ Jesus our 
hope!  This is what makes obedience such a beautiful thing for followers of Christ.  We are not 
forced into slavery under the thumb of a petty and violent deity.  We are given the privilege of 
following “God our Savior.”  Obedience to God is a privilege and it leads the believer into true 
joy!  Who commands us to follow Him?  God our Savior!  Who rules as a gentle King?  Jesus our 
hope!  The same God who commanded Paul to become an apostle, calls us to follow Him and 
His purposes for us in submitting to His authority is our good.   

 
God our Savior 
 
 The fact that Paul calls God “our Savior” here leads us to think about an important aspect of our 
Faith.  One of Satan’s temptations is to make us think wrong thoughts about God.  He did so in the 
Garden with Eve by suggesting that God was trying to keep the best from her.  He does so today by 
suggesting that God is not good and that He doesn’t care about our hurts and needs.  “If God is so good, 
why am I hurting so much right now?”  Those kinds of thoughts.  But, God is good!  We see it here 
clearly.  God is a Savior.  We don’t hold to a doctrine that says that God the Father was an angry 
offended Judge who just wanted to punish us, but Christ stepped in and rescued us from the Father.  We 
hold that from the very beginning God the Father was intimately involved in our salvation.  God 
ordained (declared beforehand what would happen) that His Son would come and accomplish our 
salvation on the cross.  It was His plan and purpose from eternity past.  God the Son submitted himself 
to the Father’s plan and died for us on the cross.  God the Holy Spirit takes that finished work and 
applies it to our hearts through regeneration, uniting us to Christ.  This is one we are privileged to obey 
is the Father who is a Savior.  Paul will speak more of God the Father in a bit.  
 
Christ Fellowship, the health of our church is tied to our obedience to this God.  Our God is good!  Let’s 
covenant together to follow Him wherever He leads us. 
   

II. Relationships are essential to the health of a local church (v.2a) 
 
1 Timothy 1:2a- “To Timothy, my true child in the faith.” 
 

A. The next thing we see in this passage is just how crucial relationships are to the live of a 
local church.  Christians have a shared hope.  We are a people with a shared experience of 
salvation from God.  We have a common hope—Jesus Christ.  Look at the end of verse 1 
again and see how Paul crafts his words.  Who is God?  The Savior of us all!  What is our 
hope?  Jesus Christ!  The entire hope of my life is that one day I will see King Jesus in His 
glory and dwell with Him forever in a renewed heaven and earth.  My hope is that one day 
Christ will come to reign in the fullness of His kingdom.  Jesus is King already, but we have 
not yet seen the fullness of His authority.  But one day, “the kingdom of the world [will] 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ” (Revelation 12:15). If you are a Christian, 
than that is your hope as well.  We have a shared hope in Christ and that hope ties us 
together more strongly than anything else in this world. 

 
Is that your hope this morning?  Politics can’t deliver. Every great society has collapsed under the 
weight of its own corruption.  Money can’t save your never dying soul.  You will never have enough 
possessions to calm your troubled conscience when you come to die.  But in Christ we have a perfect 
hope! 
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B. Further, Christians have been adopted into the same family of God.  You have been 
studying Ephesians together over the past few months.  Listen to how Paul put this in 
Ephesians 2: 19, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God.”  This was Paul’s experience with 
Timothy.  It is possible that Paul was the one who led Timothy to Christ, but that is not clear 
from the account in Acts 13 and 16.  But what is clear is that Paul and Timothy had spent 
years upon years ministering together in the Gospel.  Paul had discipled Timothy 
personally—teaching him how to be more like Jesus.  Together, Paul and Timothy had 
written portions of Scripture (For example, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians…).   In 
verse 2, Paul calls Timothy his “true” son.  The Greek word for “true” here means “legitimate 
or proven.” Paul viewed Timothy as his own son in the faith.  Paul had seen Timothy’s 
proven worth first hand, and he addresses Timothy in this way to remind the Ephesians that 
Timothy was trustworthy and should be listened to and obeyed.   

 
Application 
 

1. Christ Fellowship, the power of our ministry will be in proportion to the depth of our 
relationships.  We must live close to God and we must live close to one another.  Again, the lost 
will know we belong to Jesus by the love we have for one another.  The Spirit of God is the spirit 
of love among believers.  When Satan wants to destroy a new church plant, one of his greatest 
weapons is to sow disunity.  He wants to break the church into factions and divide the 
leadership against one another. If he can do that, the church is sure to fail.  That is why we 
need to pray fervently that God would unite our hearts.  We need a shared goal: the glory of 
God seen in Williamsburg, VA through Christ Fellowship Church.  We need a shared passion: to 
make much of Jesus Christ in our lives and in the lives of non-believers.  And we need to realize 
that at the heart, Christ Fellowship is a family.  We are part of the family of God together.  We 
have a common Father—God.  We have the same Lord—Jesus Christ.  We have the same 
Spirit—the Spirit of adoption (Romans 8:15).  No family is perfect and we will experience 
difficulty in relationships, but remembering that we are a family will help us get through hard 
times. 
 

2. I can imagine that one possible temptation would be to sit back and watch a while and see if 
this church plant is going to get off the ground.  I can imagine Satan whispering in your ear 
something like, “Hey, you seen things like this fail in the past.  Don’t invest yourself too deeply 
with these people until it looks like it will survive.  Then you will be safe to really love these 
people.”  But that is a trap.  We need everyone to be an integral part of this pre-launch family.  
We need all of you to invest yourselves in each other’s lives.  None of us have it all together.  
All of us need others to speak into our lives and help us and encourage us.  Non-believers are 
hurting and lonely and looking for real people who have deep relationships with one another.  
Through the Gospel that is precisely what we have to offer. 

 
Illustration:  You have already done this so well for my family in the week that we have been here.  
You have helped us get our home in order and bought food for us and cool trashcans that scare us 
when we walk by them and they open up on their own!  You have mowed our grass and landscaped 
our yard.  More importantly, you have prayed for us during the transition here.  Thank you for doing 
that!  We need it.  All of us need the kind of love and care you have demonstrated towards us this 
week.  Thank you and keep on loving one another the same way!   
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3. Remember the fruit of these kinds of relationships.  It was precisely because Paul and Timothy 
had such a close relationship that they were able to accomplish the Gospel ministry they did. 
Paul could trust Timothy to go to Ephesus and fight against the false teachers and help the 
church he loved.  Timothy could rely on Paul for prayer and encouragement and direction.  The 
church of Ephesus and churches around the world throughout history, including Christ 
Fellowship, have been and will be blessed because of the work these two men accomplished 
together. 

 
What about us?  Who will our relationships impact in our work place and neighborhoods?  How will 
we affect the next generation of believers.  Time will tell, but let’s pray and ask God to give us such 
deep relationships here that we transform our community and reach the lost for Christ.  Deep 
relationships are essential to the health of a local church. 
  
 

III. God’s blessing is essential to the health of a local church (v.2b) 
 
1 Timothy 1:2b- “grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

A. The last thing I want us to see this morning is that God’s blessing is essential for the health 
of the local church.  This is how Paul concludes his greeting to Timothy.  Paul’s customary 
greetings to the churches is “grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ” or a variant of that.  But here, writing to Timothy, the pastor of this troubled 
church, he adds something else: mercy. 
   

a. Grace is God’s favor and kindness that has saved us from our sins and is making us 
more and more like Jesus each day (Titus 2:11-12).  It is God’s commitment to do 
eternal good to His people.  As pastor of a troubled church, Timothy would need 
God’s grace to deal with the struggles he would face. 
 

b. Peace is deep rest of the soul.  It is balance and tranquility in a troubled world.  The 
Greek word for peace used here is also used to translate the Hebrew word 
“Shalom,” which refers to wholeness, prosperity, and wellness.  Timothy would 
need peace in the midst of the conflict and strife he was experiencing with these 
false teachers.   

 
c. Mercy-this is God’s goodness extended towards us in our need.  Like all of us, 

Timothy was affected by his own sins and the sins of others. He was living life in a 
fallen world where things do not work the way they are supposed to.  Pastors are in 
need of God’s mercy because we bear the weight and care of the never-dying souls 
of others.  And we make mistakes and we sin and we need God’s mercy to carry on. 

 
One commentator1 gave a helpful distinction between grace and mercy.  He noted that in the New 
Testament God’s grace (charis) is always direct towards dealing with our sin and guilt through Christ’s 
work on the cross.  Mercy (eleos) in the New Testament is always directed towards helping us as we deal 

                                                           
1
 R.C. H. Lenski, cited in George W. Knight, The Pastoral Epistles: a Commentary on the Greek Text, New 

International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1992), 66. 
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with the effects of our sin and weakness while we we live in a fallen world.   Both grace and mercy are 
necessary for us as Christians who are not yet in heaven. 
 

B. Notice with me the source of these blessings in verse 2: “From God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  Paul was the great Apostle to the Gentiles, but he could not give grace, 
mercy, and peace.  Those blessings come from God alone, and they are essential to the life 
of a local church.  But God is a good Father and the Lord Jesus is a good King.  They shower 
grace and mercy and peace on their children.   

 
Application 
 
How you ever meditated on what a privilege it is to have God as our Father?  What an amazing privilege 
to be brought into His family and to receive blessing from His hand.  One of the major emphases of the 
ministry here will be to unpack for us the reality that all blessings come from God who is a good Father. 
 
“You sum up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the knowledge of God as one’s 
holy Father. If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he 
makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that 
prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not 
understand Christianity very well at all.”2 
  

C. This is why Paul prays for Timothy the way he does.  Brothers and sisters, our theology 
teaches us that God alone is the source of grace, mercy, and peace.  Only God can deal with 
our sins by His grace.  Only God can help us in our weakness and misery as we live in a sin-
cursed world.  Only God can give us true rest and prosperity of soul.  So Paul prays and asks 
God to do what only God can do. 

 
 
 
 
Application 
 
 This is the great application point I want you to take away from this sermon.  We are utterly 
dependent upon God, aren’t we?  We can’t build a faithful church.  Only God can do that.  So, let’s pray 
and ask Him to do what only He can do.  We can’t minister to one another in a way that will produce 
spiritual life and growth.  Only God can do that.  So, let’s pray and ask Him to do what only He can do.  
We can’t save the lost and give them spiritual life and sight.  Only God can do that. So, Let’s pray and ask 
Him to do what only He can do.  All of these things happen when God blesses a church with grace, 
mercy, and peace.  So Christ Fellowship, let’s commit ourselves to pray that God would richly bless our 
church.  Pray that He would give us all grace, mercy, and peace.  God is a good Father who delights to do 
good to his children.  We only have to ask Him!   
 
Conclusion 
 
Christ Fellowship, even though it is a short two verses, this greeting from Paul to Timothy is filled with 
instruction for the church.  This is how we begin the work.  (1) We rest on the authoritative word of 

                                                           
2
 J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1973/1993), 201-202 

http://www.wtsbooks.com/product-exec/product_id/6238/nm/Knowing+God+(Hardcover)_?utm_source=nroark&utm_medium=blogpartners
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God to give us spiritual life and direction.  (2) We build deep relationships based on our shared hope 
in Jesus Christ.  (3) We pray down the blessings of God on each other and on our community.  And we 
realize that ultimately it wasn’t just Paul greeting Timothy.  The doctrine of inspiration (God’s word is 
breathed out by God) teaches us that a hand greater than Paul’s was also penning these words. The Holy 
Spirit was guiding Paul to write and pray for Timothy the very things that God knew Timothy needed.  
And 1 Timothy has been preserved as a part of God’s word since that time.  It wasn’t just a message for 
Timothy.  It is a message for all churches of all times.  That means, it contains God’s word for Christ 
Fellowship as well.  As we begin this study of 1 Timothy together, let’s be expectant that God will speak 
to us and guide us through His word so that we might glorify Him together as a local expression of the 
body of Christ here in Williamsburg. 
 
Let’s pray…   
 


