BRIEFLY SPEAKING
Volume 15, Issue 3

November 2017

November General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, November 14, 2017

Canfield Library
43 W. Main St.
Canfield, OH 44406

2017-2018
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

Paige
Rassega

PRESIDENTELECT

Vacant

RECORDING Sara Wenger
SECRETARY

6:00 pm Social, 6:30 pm Meeting

Speaker: Deb Liptak, Sustainer

TREASURER

Liz Kijowski

SUSTAINER
REPS

Suzanne
Fleming
Kathryn Orr
Scheel

2017-2018
Management Team

Mission Statement

Inside this issue:
President’s Message……..Pg 2
Marketing Update………..Pg 3
JLY JEM Awards
Holiday Social…..…...…….Pg 4
Inspiring Lives…..……….....Pg 5
Oct. GMM Minutes.…..…..Pg 6
GMMs and DIADs…………Pg 7
Save the Dates
Membership Status .....…..Pg 8

The Junior League of Youngstown is an organization
of women committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women and improving
communities through the effective action and
leadership of training volunteers. Its purpose is
exclusively educational and charitable.
Briefly Speaking is published ten times per year for
members of JLY. The deadline for each edition is
the third Tuesday of the month.
Information should be submitted via email, as a
Microsoft Word document, to Liz Kijowski at
stev2099@hotmail.com

www.jlyoungstown.org

MARKETING

Anna Masi

PROVISIONAL

Board and
Management
Team

MEMBERSHIP
FUND
DEVELOPMENT

Carisa
Sechrist
Amy Banks

NOMINATING Heather Elder
TRAINING &
Kelly
EDUCATION Frammartino

Page 2

BRI EFLY SPEAKI NG

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings!
I cannot believe there are only a couple of months left in 2017!? As we
begin the month of November, remember to reflect on who and what
you are thankful for. This may even include being a member of the
Junior League of Youngstown with all of the wonderful women in the
Valley!

Paige Rassega
2017-2018 President
with President-Elect,
Julie Miller, from the JL
of Akron at the Fall
Leadership Conference
in Salt Lake City, Utah.

I am most recently grateful for the opportunity to attend the 2017 Fall
AJLI Leadership Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah where I learned ways
to develop our potential. I had the chance to meet extraordinary
women from all over the world to discuss successes and challenges of
all size Leagues. Workshop materials, including handouts and
PowerPoint presentations, are available on the AJLI website under 2017
FL Conference Materials page for those of you who may be interested.
The training resources available on the AJLI website are very
advantageous, no matter your time or level of involvement in the
League.
Have you ever had the chance to view one of the AJLI Wednesday
webinars? These can be found on the AJLI website under Training &
Meetings. AJLI’s webinar series is one of many methods to help women
develop as community and civic leaders. These take place on the
second and fourth Wednesday of the month at 1 PM EST. If you are
unable to catch them during the scheduled time, they are also
archived for future viewing. The topics range from ‘Leading a Nonprofit
Organization’ to ‘Social Media Strategy’ and everything in between. If
there is a topic you don’t see but would like to see, you can share your
topic idea with AJLI.
I am very thankful for each of you who have helped shape our League
into what it is today. I hope to see many of you at the November GMM!
Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving,

Paige Rassega
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Marketing Committee Update
As Marketing Chairman, I would like to say thank you to President Paige Rassega and our Office
Assistant, Tricia, for helping with the mailing of The Briefly this month and Elizabeth Kijowski for
putting our newsletters together. Here are some photos of the process.

JLY JEM Awards
We were thrilled to recognize two League members for our "JLY JEMS" awards
at the October meeting. Our goal is to award 29 JLY JEMS and we have
awarded five JLY JEMS this League year.
To suggest an active
or sustainer member to receive a "JLY JEM" award please send an email to our
gmail account juniorleagueofyoungstown@gmail.com with "JLY JEM" in the
subject line or call/text Anna Masi at 330-559-9378.
Beth Drennen - for her willingness to help with
improving the JLY website, helping on two additional
committees and for her support and help during our
recent transition.
Deb Hartig - for helping Anna Masi with painting all of our glitter letters
that are used as props in our photos and her assistance in setting up the
Annual Dinner.

JLY Scholarship
Our JLY scholarship deadline is February 1, 2018. Scholarship is for a female, undergraduate or
graduate student, attending full or part-time and must reside in the tri-county area. Preference is to
a student who is making a difference in the community. Applicant must provide an essay
explaining the importance of making a difference in your community. Scholarship is maintained by
the YSU Foundation. Our scholarship will be uploaded to our website and Facebook page, and
was also included in the October briefly. Please share the scholarship application with your
contacts.
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Holiday Social

Ad Hoc Committee
Anna Masi is interested in creating an Ad Hoc committee to better share and tell our
League history. If you are interested, please contact her by call/text 330-559-9378.
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Inspiring Lives

Nancy Kearns Morris (Mrs. John M.) was the JLY President from 19651967 during the celebration of the League’s 35th Anniversary. It was
during her tenure that the league voted to support the development
of a children’s zoo in Mill Creek Park which was thwarted by animal
protection, neighborhood, media and park naturalist pressure. She
handled a difficult issue with grace and the league moved on to
support the Steel Valley Home for Girls the following year. An
accomplished artist and writer, she was a longtime member of the
JLY Scribblers and co-founded the Women’s Art Show at the YWCA
in 1982 with Eileen Scragg. Nancy co-founded the soup kitchen at St.
John’s Episcopal Church where she served as the first female Senior Warden. She was a
lifelong supporter of racial equity, inclusion and social justice.

Mrs. F.W. Knecht III, known to us as Connie, was a proud and active
member of the Junior League of Youngstown for nearly 50 years.
Connie served in many capacities as a League member including
as an officer on the board of directors, co-chair of the 60th
anniversary celebration and as a sustainer representative to many
committees. Connie was a volunteer leader serving in various
capacities with the Boardman PTA including President of the PTA
Council. She believed in serving her community giving her time and
talent to many organizations including Hospice of the Valley,
Beatitude House, Paisley House, the Mahoning County Facilities Review Board and the
Boardman Township Zoning Board. Connie was active in Republican Party politics
serving in many positions within the GOP yet never running for office herself. She
worked for candidates she believed would make positive changes in the community.
Connie Knecht will always be remembered as an exceptional woman who was a
devoted friend and mentor to many in the Junior League of Youngstown and beyond.
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The Junior League of Youngstown September GMM Minutes 10/10/17
Agenda Item

Discussion

Welcome

Ms. Rassega called the meeting to order at 6:29 pm.

Call for a Quorum

A quorum was present.

Approval of September 2017
Membership
Meeting Minutes

Ms. Wenger presented a motion to pass the September 2017
GMM minutes, Ms. Sechrist carried the motion and Ms. Kijowski
seconded.

Guest Speaker

Ms. Frammartino introduced Lachelle Goldson and NaJeebah
Butler from Alta. The women are case workers in the Infant Mortality Program. They reviewed the work that Alta conducts through
the Pathways Hub and provided materials, including a list of donations.
Ms. Rassega asked each member to fill out a form with three
questions.
Ms. Kijowski announced that next month the first quarter will be
available. There was a short discussion on Quickbooks.

JLY Takeaways
Treasurer’s Report

Marketing

Ms. Masi provided members with this year’s hashtags, that include
#JLY2017 #JUNIORLEAGUE #AJLI #LADIESWHOLEAGUE. She reminded members to submit anything for the Briefly by the third
Tuesday of the month. The recent press release on the September
GMM was covered by Boardman News, the Vindicator, and Tribune Chronicle. This month’s press release will include an announcement that the scholarship is now available. Ms. Masi announced that this month’s gems are Susan Stewart, Michelle Merkel, Jessica Foster, Deb Hartig, and Beth Drennen

Membership

Ms. Sechrist is working on a recruitment event in November. All
feedback is appreciated.
Ms. Banks relayed to Ms. Rassega that the League will likely sponsor a bus to NYC in March or April.
Ms. Frammartino announced that the meeting schedule for the
year is coming together and will include a tour of the library, the
holiday social, neighborhood meetings, and other events. Volunteers were requested for the Peace Race and meeting refreshments.
Ms. Elder wasn’t present but informed the League that the Committee is seeking candidates for president elect and secretary.

Fund Development
Training & Education

Nominating

Old Business/New
Business
Member Announcements
Adjournment

Ms. Rassega reminded members to sign up for committees. The
President will be participating in the fashion show at Stambaugh
Auditorium on November 1st.
None
A motion was made by Ms. Frammartino and seconded by Ms.
Masi to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 pm.

Action/FollowUp

Page 7

Volume 15, I ssue 3
2017-2018 General Membership Meetings & Done in a Days
LOCATION

TOPIC

DONE IN A DAY

November 14, 2017

Canfield Library

Library Resources/Tour

TBD

December 12, 2017

Holiday Social at Selah’s in
Struthers, OH

Season’s Greetings Social

New Lease on Life Rescue-

DATE

Donations for Doggies or Canned
Food for Cats

January 9, 2018

Neighborhood Meetings

Group Discussion

Hosted by Sustainers

Red Door Cafe @ St. John’s
Episcopal Church

February 13, 2018

EXCITING DETAILS

COMING

SOON!

March 13, 2017

SHARE YOUR

IDEAS WITH

US TOO!

April 10, 2018

WHAT DO

YOU WANT

TO SEE?

May 15, 2018

Annual Dinner

Wrap Up- 2017-2018 Year,

MAY/JUNE- Volunteer-

Awards, Introduction of New

Youngstown CityScape on a

Officers

Saturday TBA

*Bring A Friend*

#JLYtoNY - Save the Date

Fund Development wanted to put the FUN back in fundraising! Get your friends together for a
FUN filled day in New York City! For twelve hours you can fill as much FUN as you can do in the
Big Apple! Mark your calendars for April 14, 2018! Please be advised that our bus will depart at
11:00 PM on April 13th from Boardman, OH. More FUN details to come!
JLY Membership Recruitment Event

We are hosting our first membership recruitment event of the year in November. We are inviting
interested women from the Mahoning Valley to meet local members and learn how they can
“Develop their Leadership Spirit with JLY” on Thursday, November 30, 2017 at Vintage Estates
located at 7317 South Ave, Boardman, OH 44512 from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM. Light appetizers and
spirits will be provided.
Please submit contact information of potential members to our Membership Chairman, Carisa
Sechrist by email carisa.sechrist@gmail.com We are looking to grow our membership and continue
our long tradition of being one of the most effective women’s volunteer organizations in the world.
We hope you will be able to join us and share in the spirit of helping JLY grow. Please RSVP by
Saturday, November 18, 2017 to Carisa by email carisa.sechrist@gmail.com or phone 330-271-1652

The Junior League of Youngstown
The Commerce Building
201 E. Commerce Street, Suite 320
Youngstown, OH 44503

Place
Postage
Here

Membership Status Reminder
As a reminder, we can all serve the Junior League of Youngstown in different
membership capacities:
Provisional, Active, Preferred Active, Sustainer,
Emeritus, and Honorary. For anyone wishing to make a status change please
reach
out
to
our
Membership
chair,
Carisa
Sechrist
at
carisa.sechrist@gmail.com or call the league office by March 15, 2018 so we
can vote in the change for the next league year.
Any member who has been in the league 50 yrs, or who is at least 80 yrs.
young can request Emeritus status, which comes with the benefit of dues
exemption.
Any member who has completed 8 Active years can request Sustainer status.
Any member who has completed 6 Active years can request Preferred Active
status.

