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The Junior League of Youngstown is an organization
of women committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women and improving
communities through the effective action and
leadership of training volunteers. Its purpose is
exclusively educational and charitable.
Briefly Speaking is published ten times per year for
members of JLY. The deadline for each edition is
the fourth Tuesday of the month.
Information should be submitted via email, as a
Microsoft Word document, to Liz Kijowski at
elizabeth.c.kijowski@us.pwc.com

www.jlyoungstown.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we head into February, I want everyone to ask themselves a
question. Who do you know? Do you know a woman that would
be interested in limitless possibilities, unique volunteer experiences,
new friendships, or a path to improve their personal or professional
skills? If so, then The Junior League is what they need.

This month we are celebrating recruitment. Our February GMM is a
night where you can bring a friend and they can learn a little
more about our League. There is also our recruitment event on
February 23rd at One Hot Cookie in Boardman. Current members
are welcome to attend and encouraged to bring anyone that
would be interested in membership.

With so many things left to plan this year, we are still hoping we
can expand on our membership. Our League is looking forward to
hosting a second provisional class this winter and we are looking
for help from our current members. For me, part of the unique
experience of being in the League is having an opportunity to try
out new things without the possibility of failing. I have learned a
great deal in the time I have been a member and I take great
pride in sharing these experiences with other women. I hope there
are many other members that feel the same as I and are willing to
share their experiences as well. Looking forward to a great month
and I can't wait to meet our new members.

Heather Elder
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Red Door Café Volunteer Opportunity—Update
Junior League members volunteered at the Red Door Cafe at St. John’s Episcopal Church on
January 29, 2017. League members Anna Masi, Maggie Matune, Paige Rassega and sustainer
Suzanne Fleming helped prepare and serve meals, and clean the kitchen. League members
made a pasta and meatball meal, served with bread, corn, and desserts and served seventy one
meals.

Photos by Anna Masi.

2016-2017 General Membership Meetings & Done in a Days
DATE

LOCATION

TOPIC

DONE IN A DAY

February 14, 2017

Youngstown Playhouse

TBD

Sojourner House - Hygiene

*Bring A Friend*
March 14, 2017

Products
TBD

TBD

School Supplies for Success
After Six

April 11, 2017

Canfield Library

Social Media

TBD

May 16, 2017

Annual Dinner

TBD

Beatitude House
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January Neighborhood Meeting Minutes
The Junior League of Youngstown Neighborhood Meeting Minutes: Tuesday, January 10 th, 2017
6:00 Social; 6:30 Meeting Location: Poland Location
Present: Barbara Banks (Sustainer), Amy Banks, Heather Elder, Marcia Stevens, Danielle Surko, Laura Rumble, Debbie
Hartig, Amanda Frost, Carisa Sechrist

Agenda Item

Discussion

Welcome & Call
for a Quorum
Discussion

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM. Barbara and Amy Banks, hostesses,
were introduced
The Pink Ribbon Tea is planned for August 21st, 2017 at Stambaugh. Last year over
400 women attended and there was entertainment by Brian Palumbo. Saratoga
catered. If interested in being more involved, contact Susan Stewart. It was
presented that the Tea may be the Community Impact focus area for the League
and this would allow us to partner with other nonprofits to have functions throughout
the years. Activities were Actives can be involved include the raffle, food
committee, seating charts, marketing, set up the day of, and good bags. Potentially
the Tea could be handed off to the Actives over a 3-year process. It was expressed
that the Tea should remain a "Party" and include new features like Mercy Health's
mammography van. It could build recognition for the League and WFMJ could be a
good partner. Concerns expressed include people that work the day of.
The group discussed the League year. Comments included the need for more
marketing, a banner, and to be involved in Relay for Life. The group also discussed
the plusses and minuses of the "non-meeting" requirement. Heather was
acknowledged for her leadership.

Closing Remarks &
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:18

The Junior League of Youngstown Neighborhood Meeting Minutes: Tuesday, January 10 th, 2017
6:00 Social; 6:30 Meeting Location: Canfield Location
Present: Kelley Schuler (Sustainer), Kristen Miller, Susan Stewart

Agenda Item

Discussion

Welcome & Call
for a Quorum

Kristen Miller called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM. Spotlight on Hostess Kelley Schuler
spoke about her time in the League from 1998 to 2007, the different committees she
served on, and the various fundraisers that she participated in.
Discussion Susan Stewart spoke about the Pink Ribbon Tea and the process the
committee takes to create a successful event each year. There was talk of the
Provisional Class joining the committee this year. We all agreed that it would be a great
training experience to see how a well-run League committee works together. Other
active members could be utilized by helping with goody bags, donating baskets, or
volunteering the day of the event, either at set-up or during the Tea. Some ideas going
forward would be to expand corporate partnerships throughout the year, and to set up
a table with League information at the Tea.
Future League Suggestions Kelly and Susan both moved to the area, and found that the
League was a great way to learn about the community and meet people. We talked
about a way to somehow market this. Maybe see if the Welcome Wagon is still around
and if we could have league info passed on to new residents. Kelly had an interesting
idea of reaching out to Sustainers and encouraging them to be “active” for one year.
The thought would be that they could give guidance and education to the committees
Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM by Kristen Miller.

Discussion

Adjournment
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The Junior League of Youngstown Neighborhood Meeting Minutes: Tuesday, January 10 th, 2017
6:00 Social; 6:30 Meeting Location: Liberty Location
Present: Karen Abrams (Sustainer), Paige Rassega, Sara Wenger, Paula Gilliam, Anna Masi, Jessica Foster

Agenda Item

Discussion

Welcome & Call for a
Quorum

The meeting was called to order at 6:32. Karen Abrams, Hostess and
Sustainer, was introduced. She informed the group on her experience with
the Junior League.
The Committee discussed the history of the Pink Ribbon Tea that is 22-years
strong. Over the years over 6,000 people have participated. Actives can
assist with donation letters, seeking sponsorships, helping with escorting, etc.
The group discussed the timing of the meetings and if participating may
become a "Done in a Day". The group was concerned that the venue may
not be big enough if we want it to grow. Potential partnerships include
local foundations, Business & Professional Women, and fundraising
professionals.

Discussion

Closing Remarks &
Adjournment

The group discussed needs of the League, such as more mentorship for
new members. League members should take more advantage of League
services such as Wednesday webinars. Ideas discussed include having a
strategic plan, more stable leadership, two-year commitments in order to
learn positions, and having members commit to attending meetings.
Members are interested in more training as part of our mission.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 by Sara Wenger. Paige Rassega seconded.

Marketing Update
Junior League in the News! - The Junior League has articles in The Vindicator and The Tribune. In case you
missed the article, here are the links to for our past 4 articles.

http://www.vindy.com/news/2016/dec/29/junior-league-youngstown-donates-abdu-center/
http://www.vindy.com/news/2016/dec/20/junior-league-hosts-november-events/
http://www.vindy.com/news/2017/jan/06/junior-league-of-youngstown-hosts-pink-r/?newswatch

https://issuu.com/thevindy/docs/121716_canfield
We are now up to 382 LIKES on our Facebook page. Thank you for sharing and liking our posts.
We have several events coming up soon and would love for you to spread the word! If you have received
an invite to LIKE our Facebook page, please accept.
291 Photo Project
We have approximately 190 photos to date that show the spirit and what our League does in the
community. Only 101 pictures to reach our goal!

The Junior League of Youngstown
The Commerce Building
201 E. Commerce Street, Suite 320
Youngstown, OH 44503

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! - Note
Date Change
For our spring fundraiser!
Friday, April 7, 2017
More details to follow.
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