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The Junior League of Youngstown is accepting new members.

2015-2016
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The JL of Youngstown is open to women of all ages and backgrounds who are looking
for opportunities to network, volunteer and make a positive impact in the community. We
are an organization that offers leadership training and have been volunteering in our
community for the past 85 years!

PRESIDENT

Beth Drennen

PRESIDENTELECT

Heather Elder

Please direct new members to jlyoungstown.org for more information
or contact Cheryl McArthur at cherylmcarthur@att.net

RECORDING
SECRETARY

Jennifer
Soloman

Please mark your calendar for the next
General Membership meeting

TREASURER

Kristen Frank

SUSTAINER
REPS

Pam Griffith
Nock

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 6pm
at the Newport Library, 3730 Market St, Youngstown
Speaker:
Cheryl Tarantino, Executive Director
of Northeastern Ohio Adoption Services
Topic: Foster Care
_____________________________________________________________________
Please welcome Brenda Binion as our new Office Specialist. Her hours are from 10am to
3pm on Monday’s, Wednesday’s and Friday’s. Call Brenda at 330-743-3200 or email her
at juniorleagueofyoungstown@gmail.com to update your yearbook information.
Mission Statement
The Junior League of Youngstown is an organization of women committed to promoting volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving communities
through the effective action and leadership of training volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.
Briefly Speaking is published ten times per year for members of JLY. The deadline for
each edition is the third Tuesday of the month.
Information should be submitted via email, as a Microsoft Word document, to
Liz Stevens Kijowski at elizabeth.c.kijowski@pwc.com

www.jlyoungstown.org
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PAST PRESIDENT Kelly Kiraly
Continuing our work with childhood nutrition and school readiness, The Junior League of Youngstown worked with
several community partners this year. We continued our work with OH WOW! The Roger & Gloria Jones Children’s
Museum for Science and Technology as they completed the design and installation of the Kids in the Kitchen Exhibit in
May 2015. As part of our 85th Anniversary giving, the League donated five thousand dollars as a sponsor.
As part of The Healthy Kids Coalition, our contribution was providing at least one JLY volunteer to each of the 144
parent/child workshops that were conducted from January to June. Our volunteer was responsible for registering
attendees, teaching one of six Eat Play Grow lessons, and demonstrating and sharing a healthy snack. The third
session was cancelled due to lack of publicity and poor attendance.
The Sustainer Reunion was held on July 17th at The Lake Club with nearly fifty women in attendance. Current
Sustainers as well as women who were once affiliated were invited to catch up with old friends. A photographer was on
hand to take updated pictures for the Yearbook.
On September 27, 2014 at the Tyler History Center, we hosted Junior League members from six of the other Ohio
Leagues (Akron, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Dayton, Stark County, and Toledo) as part of CODE day (Connect Ohio Develop
Educate). Thirty one attendees, heard from two energizing speakers (JuWon Choi, Director of Learning for AJLI and
Jessica Saunders, past president of JLY Dayton and Dayton Children’s Hospital Community Relations Manager).
Guests were treated to a Youngstown-style lunch provided by Saratoga Catering as well as a tour of OH WOW!.
Our Fund Development Committee surpassed our goal of $25,000 by holding a Quarter Auction in the fall, requesting
donations through an Annual Appeal in the winter, and hosting a Kentucky Derby Party in the spring.
To wrap up our 85th Anniversary Year, we distributed donations totaling $8,500 to selected community partners. Past
JLY project, the Hope House Visitation Center received $1,000. SMARTS (Students Motivated by the Arts) accepted
$2,500 to further their efforts. As mentioned above, OH WOW! was the recipient of a $5,000 donation.
OTHER LEAGUE STRIDES, WORDS OF NOTE
Other positive outcomes of our volunteer commitment:
We volunteered in the community through our monthly Done-In-A-Day Activities.
We participated in the Junior Leagues of Ohio State Public Affairs Committee.
We sent our President Kelly Kiraly and President-Elect Beth Drennen to Fall Conference (Nashville, TN) and our President Elect-Elect
Heather Elder and Fund Development Chair Maggie Matune to Annual Conference (Los Angeles, CA).
We recognized four 25 Under 35 Awards Honorees as League Members- Maggie Adams, Carla Baldwin-Fields, Jennifer Gonda, and
Maggie Matune. Maggie Adams was recognized as one of the top three MVPs out of the group.
At our Annual Dinner, Amy Banks received the JLY Service Award and Janice Tattrie Fagert and Kathryn Orr Scheel each received a
JLY Milestone Award.
We said good-bye to our dedicated Office Specialist, Barbara Schuller, as she contributed much to the League in her 8 years with us.
We wished her well on her new adventure in New Braunfels, TX.

AS A WRAP-UP TO OUR 2014-2015 LEAGUE YEAR, WE THOUGHT YOU’D ENJOY READING OUR
COMMITTEE CHAIRS ANNUAL REPORTS. WE’LL BE BACK IN SEPTEMBER WITH THE 1ST EDITION FOR 2015-16.
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SUSTAINER REPS/COUNCIL Janice Tattrie Fagert & Kathy Scheel
The Sustainers started the 2014-2015 year with the return of the Pink Ribbon Tea. Its success gave many
women a day of good cheer and companionship. In the fall, the Sustainer Reps surveyed the Sustainers on
the areas of involvement, Angel Ball, Mother-Daughter Brunch and communication. The response was
overwhelming and detailed. Based on feedback, it was recommended that Angel Ball be removed from the
bylaws, and that the Mother-Daughter Brunch be re-worked. During the winter we twice hosted informal
after-work cocktails at the English Pub, and held a sip-and-paint party at the pARTy Gallery. Both businesses
are Sustainer-owned. January neighborhood meetings were hosted in four Sustainer homes. We held a
Sustainer Tea at Piccadilly Parlor and enjoyed an afternoon of delightful conversation. In honor of the 85 th
Anniversary we presented a brief History of the League at Annual Dinner, capping a delightful year.
SUSTAINER COUNCIL
Nominating: Pat Greene

Provisional: Renee Battafarano & Karin Swegan

Training & Education: Karen Abrams

Membership Placement: Phyllis Ricchiuti

Membership Recruitment: Lynee Aiad-Toss

Research & Development: Pam Griffith Nock

Fund Development: Carolyn Korenic

Marketing: Sharon Velasquez

Sustainers at
Annual Dinner

Sustainer Corner
As your sustainer representatives on the JLY Board for 2015-2016, Leah Wilson and I would like JLY sustainers’
input on the following ideas:
1. Ad hoc committee to explore a re-design of the Mother-Daughter Brunch; rather than abandon this event
we can look at giving it a new look/ purpose– this committee already met once and is awaiting approval
from Exec on a couple ideas, let us know if you’d like to join them!
2. Ad hoc committee to explore how to organize our vast wealth of JLY archives
3. Social outings for this year …we have had a tea, dinners and a sip and paint party in the past years, but
we need to hear what works for you
4. Times that we can spend with our active members, such as Done in a Day projects
5. Contributions for the Pink Ribbon Tea to be held August 17 th – we’ll need items for the raffle baskets by
AUGUST 1, 2015 in the League office
We would like to hear from you about these ideas; you can reach us in the following ways:
Pam Nock

Phones: 330-797-9045 (home) 330-480-7852 (work)

Email: jack729pam@peoplepc.com

Leah Wilson

Phones: 330-953-1215 (home) 330-429-1568 (cell)

Email: leahwilson1122@gmail.com
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PROVISIONAL Amy Banks & Danielle Surko
Committee Members: Beth Drennen, Cathy Campana, Renee Battafarano, Cheryl McArthur
Class Meeting Dates: Third Tuesday of each Month September-April and Annual meeting in May
Final Provisional Class Roster (pending completion of requirements): Bergen Giordani, Jennifer Gonda, JoAnn Sicafuse, Elizabeth Tencza and
Sara Wenger

The class participated in eight provisional class meetings that focused on league history, policy, procedures, structure and service. The meetings were
held at the Hope House Visitation Center, Newport Library, Beautitude House Potter’s Wheel location, Neil Kennedy and Mahoning County Juvenile
Justice Center. Due to class size and attendance we were unable to meet in March and class members were given a quiz online dealing with bylaws
and policies and were given a deadline to complete. Considering class size attendance was not an issue any other month. We did have some class
members come late but checked with chairs to make sure it was ok.
Class Project: The group will implement a “clothing closet” at The Rich Center for Autism. This clothing closet is a collection of clothing items that the
Center can use when children have accidents at school or are otherwise dressed inappropriately for the day (i.e, dirty clothes, seasonally inappropriate, etc…)
About The Rich Center for Autism
The Rich Center provides year round education, therapy, and support at no cost to approximately 70 students annually. Students range in age from
2.5 – 18 years old. The Rich Center for Autism is an externally funded unit of Youngstown State University. The Center is funded through state funds,
private grants, fundraisers, and donations. They receive no financial support from Youngstown State and do not charge tuition. Over 60% of The Rich
Center students live at or below the poverty line. The school has no geographic boundary and serves students from Ashtabula, Trumbull, Columbiana,
and Mahoning Counties in Ohio and Lawrence and Mercer Counties in Pennyslvania. The majority of the students are from Mahoning County.

Implementation Steps / Timeline:
January 2015
Initial contact was made with Melanie Carfolo, Executive Director of The Rich Center for Autism for approval of the project. Melanie provided insight as
to why the project was needed and what particular items and sizes are most needed. She encouraged the group to speak with Rich Center Nurse,
Theresa Peck, who will be our point of contact on the project.
The group will also purchase training aids, with the hopes of helping The Rich Center staff enact behavior change. The training aids that will facilitate
the potty training process are a wetting alarm and waterproof underwear that can be worn over underwear. The potty training process can become
more complicated for students with autism and these aids will dually help the staff help the students as well as allow the students to wear age
appropriate underpants. With both training aids, the students will be able to wear underwear and be protected from being in wet clothing.
February 2015
The class will solicit funds internally through their respective networks and employers with the goal to raise $250 for the project. The group will not
solicit on behalf of the JLY that would interfere with other fundraising and sponsorship asks that JLY may have in process or planned for future contact.
The group members will individually donate or request a donation from their employer or family members. It will not be a public or community
fund drive.
March 2015
The group will purchase the clothing items, working with Nurse Peck, on drop off date and where the items will be stored within the Center.
Program Management: While it is understood that The Rich Center will take over management of the program on a daily basis (I.e, washing the
clothes, restocking as needed.) The 2014-2015 JLY Provisional Class hopes to be able to sustain the project, purchasing new items either seasonally
or annually through donations sustained at the JLY Annual Meeting and through “Done in a Day” requirements.
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FUND DEVELOPMENT Maggie Matune
The Fund Development Committee structured their approach to fundraising by highlighting three main fund development
events for the 2014-2015 league year. The Committee was chaired by Maggie Matune and consisted of Doris Bullock,
Charlotte Diss, Tifinie Haber, Kristen Rock, and Kristina Ross. Carolyn Korenic served as the Sustainer Representative to the
committee.
The first event, held in October, was a Quarter Auction. The Quarter Auction was held at Zion Lutheran Church and was
attended by approximately 120 guests. Guests brought their own food and drink to the auction and a donation by Suzie’s
Dogs and Drafts was made in the form of a hot dog bar. Volunteers from Ursuline and Canfield High Schools were
instrumental in the success of the event.
The second major event was the Annual Appeal.

The Annual Appeal letters were sent to all Sustaining and Active

members of the Junior League of Youngstown in January. Forty-four donors contributed a total of $5,471.22. A Donor
Honor Roll sign, donors who committed above $85, was created to recognize donors to this campaign. The sign was displayed at the Annual Dinner. The campaign saw an increase from the 2013-2014 league year.
The third event of the year was the Annual Kentucky Derby Party.

Once again, this event served as our signature

fundraiser. The event was co-chaired by Sable Beshara-Kyle, Maggie Matune, and Mallory Naffah. It was held on Saturday, May 2 at the Davis Center at Fellows Riverside Gardens. Eighty-five were in attendance for the party that featured
horse betting, a live and silent auction, a ticket auction, 50/50 drawing, catering by The Embassy and a chocolate table
by Giannios Candy.

Kentucky Derby co-chairs
Mallory Naffah and
Maggie Matune
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT Kim Urig
The Junior League of Youngstown has made significant strides in our community impact focus area for the League Year
of 2014-2015. We have been able to work with several community organizations to help prepare children ages six and
under for school with better nutrition.
To recap the progress, our participation in the Healthy Kids Coalition in partnership with Akron Children’s Hospital,
Mahoning County & Trumbull County Libraries, Mahoning County & Trumbull County Health Departments resulted in
bringing the nationally developed Eat Play Grow curriculum to preschool aged children in the county. Our members
taught classes at the libraries and prepared healthy snacks for parents and children. We also made a presentation to the
Mahoning County Preschools during their in-service day in the fall that resulted in Eat Play Grow being adopted
countywide into the preschool curriculum.
The OH WOW! “Kids in the Kitchen” exhibit which focuses on healthy eating for children under age six, will be opening
this month. Based on our partnership with OH WOW! we were able to donate a $5K towards the building of the exhibit as
well as have input and research into the planning process.
With successful impact in our focus area coming to fruition, R&D’s mission this year was to begin the process of finding a
new area to impact. We started the process by meeting with our community advisors and getting input. After outlining
several areas of potential need, we did some storyboarding as a committee and found three key areas to research for
the future.
*Non-profit incubator space where several local non-profits (that focus on women & children) can share
resources
*Self-esteem/image of females/healthy behavior
*Economic development in the region
At the neighborhood meetings in January 2015, several detailed discussions were held to determine where our
membership most wants to focus. After compiling the notes and input, we found an additional area of interest, which
included services for the elderly.
Based on membership interest, research and community resources, our League will be holding meetings for the
2015-2016 League Year at community venues that focus on these particular areas of interest, including the Youngstown
Business Incubator and Girard Multigenerational Center. Coupled with continued Needs Assessment surveys of the
community, we will move towards a new community impact focus area.
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TRAINING & EDUCATION Heather Elder
The 2014-2015 Training & Education Committee was comprised of Heather Elder (chair), Lois Koval, Mercia L. Stevens, Katie Fleming, Susan
Stewart, Kera Thompson, Karen Abrams (Sustainer Rep)
JLY Board Liaison: Beth Drennen
The calendar for the Junior League of Youngstown year included meetings located in Mahoning and Trumbull County. Junior League members
participated in a variety of activities in which to receive training and insight into other community organizations.

September 9, 2014: Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning Valley--Main Library, 305 Wick Ave, Youngstown, OH 44503; Welcome back and
refresher
October 14, 2014: Iron Roots Farm 820 Canfield Rd, Youngstown Urban Farming - Liberty Merrill from YNDC, Youngstown Neighborhood
Development Corp.
November 11, 2014: OH WOW! Children’s Museum, Youngstown, OH 44503 Update on project – Suzanne Barbati Executive Director
January 13, 2015- Neighborhood Meeting - Sustainers graciously hosted neighborhood meetings in their homes. Representatives of the Research
and Development Committee led the discussion. Membership in attendance participated in discussions to determine the next direction the Junior
League of Youngstown will be focusing their community impact.
February 10, 2015: Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning Valley--Main Library, 305 Wick Ave, Youngstown, OH 44503; Becky Keck SMARTS, Students Motivated by the Arts
March 10, 2015: Public Library of Austintown-- Austintown, OH 44503; Coordinated Action for School Health Coalition CASH – Danielle Dillon
April 14, 2015: Home for Kids in Niles – Danette Palmer spoke on Foster care
May 19, 2015
The Annual Dinner was held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Youngstown. The evening’s events included a presentation of the JLY Service Award and
Milestone Awards. The new JLY President was introduced as well as the active member and incoming board for 2015-2016.

MARKETING Tara Mady
The 2014-2015 Marketing Committee was comprised of Sable Beshara Kyle, Tara Mady (chair), Anna Masi, Jennifer
Sanek, and Sharon Velasquez serving as Sustainer Representative.
The committee handled marketing and awareness for the League including promotion of the League’s two
fundraisers, the Quarter Auction and Kentucky Derby, and the League’s 85 th anniversary.
The Briefly Speaking newsletter was published eight times during the League year.
In December, the committee organized the JLY Holiday Social, held on Tuesday, December 9 at Cheddar’s in
Boardman. There were thirteen members and provisional members in attendance and donations of toys were
collected for the Northeast Ohio Adoption Services.

The Junior League of Youngstown
The Commerce Building
201 E. Commerce Street, Suite 320
Youngstown, OH 44503

Place
Postage
Here

Please mark your calendar for the upcoming General Membership Meetings:
Tuesday, September 8, 2015
Speaker: Cheryl Tarantino, Executive Director , Northeastern Ohio Adoption services
Topic: Foster Care
Tuesday, October 13, 2015
Speaker: Deryck Toles, Executive Director, Inspiring Minds
Topic: After school Program
Tuesday, November 10, 2015
Speaker: Coleen Kelly, Director of Development, Youngstown Business Incubator
Topic: Grant writing/Fund development
Tuesday, January 12, 2016
Neighborhood Meeting
Tuesday, February 9, 2016
Speaker: Jenny Kennedy , Program Founder , Making Kids Count
Tuesday, March 8, 2016
Speaker: Laura Carey, Administrative Director , Girard Multigenerational Center

The 2015– 2016
Board Members

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 , TBD
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 , Annual Dinner, TBD

Visit The Junior League of
Youngstown Facebook Page for
more pictures and updates!

