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Mission Statement 
The Junior League of Youngstown is an organization of women committed to promoting 
volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the 
effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is exclusively educational and 
charitable. 
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November General Membership Meeting 
 

 Tuesday, November 13, 2012 
6:00 Social,  6:30 Meeting,  7:00 Speaker 

 

Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County 
305 Wick Avenue, Youngstown, OH 44503 

 
 

Speakers:  
YSU students of the Family and 

Consumer Studies Program 
 
 

Members will learn about the 
negative effects marketing can have 
on childhood obesity. Members will 

also participate in a discussion about 
why we are implementing Issue-

Based Community Impact and how it 
can strengthen our League’s efforts. 
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Over the past two years we have been on a journey to implement AJLI’s issue based community impact 

model. This is a long and challenging feat, but as women of the Junior League, I know we will get to a 

place of full implementation and provide maximum impact to the community.  “Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.‖ 

~Margaret Mead 

 

I want to update you on the progress of our Community Impact Focus Area. Following the taxonomy 

below, we identified children and youth as our topic and school readiness as our issue in 2010 under the 

leadership of President Anna Aey. In 2011, President Susan Stewart announced our focus as childhood 

nutrition and obesity. This year, we announced our focus to the community and are working to identify the 

impact area. The Research and Development committee is currently meeting with community organizations 

to identify what gaps exist in the Mahoning Valley. From this information JLY will define what we want 

our desired outcome to be from our future efforts regarding childhood obesity and nutrition. 

 

This is a lot to take in, which is why myself and Leah as President and President-Elect have been attending C.I.F.A trainings at 

AJLI conferences. The board and the Research & Development committee have both held conference calls with AJLI Education 

and Training Director, Janine Le Sueur to discuss how we will effectively implement this model. This is a crucial time in the 

development process, which is why we will discuss it more at our November General Membership Meeting. I want to hear from 

you, as members, what your thoughts are about this as we move forward. 

The most important thing to know and remember about the issue based community impact model is that it is structured to develop 

the potential of each JLY member. This process is about you and how you will be impact this community as a trained volunteer.  

Kera  
Kera A. Thompson, President 

President’s Message 

I think I’ve reached the limit of my patience with all the negative political ads.  Today is 

the first day of early voting and we have 36 more days to endure the incessant barrage of 

reciprocal denigration that is heaped upon those of us who are unfortunate enough to live 

in a ―swing‖ state. 

 

And, if it’s not bad enough that our radio stations, TV channels, newspapers, circulars, 

mailers, billboards, email accounts and voicemail boxes are replete with this relentless 

slander, just think about the huge amount of money that is being spent! 

 

Not all states are subjected equally to this, however.  Swing states like Ohio, Nevada and Florida are getting way more than their fair 

share of attention. If you are lucky enough to live in a solidly red or blue state, the political strategists don’t want to waste as much of 

their millions on you.  So what’s the solution?  I want to be an informed citizen, so I’ll tune in to the debates and Meet the Press and 

shows of a similar ilk, but change the channel, turn the page, hit delete, glance away or hang up, when politicians, or their proxies, 

try to demean one another. But, I’m not willing to move to Alabama or West Virginia, or any other solid red or blue state to escape. 

 

  I am a savvy Scribbler from a purple state and I approved this message. 

Swing State by Suzanne Fleming 
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Done in a Day 2012-2013 Project Calendar 

Thank You! November DIAD Reminder! 

Saturday, November 3, 2012 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank of the Mahoning Valley 
2805 Salt Springs Road 

Youngstown, OH 44509 

 

Please join us as we help with packing food for distribution to 

Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull county hunger relief agencies.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Kelly Kiraly. 

Thank you to everyone for their support in 

collecting change for Bella Women’s Center 

as well as volunteering for the  

Youngstown Peace Race. 

DATE LOCATION D.I.A.D. 

November 3, 2012 Second Harvest Food Bank Second Harvest Collaboration with Campbell 

schools backpack program 

January 8, 2013 

GMM 

Neighborhood Meetings Collect supplies for Akron Children’s Craft Cart 

January 2013 Eastwood Mall Art Outreach Gallery 

February 2013 Akron Children’s Hospital/Beeghly 

Campus 

Volunteer Opportunity/Proposed: 

Kids Crew/ Craft Cart BookCart/ Donations/

Donation sorting 

February 9, 2013 Williamson Elementary Bridges Out of Poverty Simulation with Jr. Civic 

League and the YWCA 

February 28 and 

March  28, 2013 

The Way Station Columbiana 

769 Springfield Road 

Columbiana, OH 44408 

8:00 am—12pm 

The Way Station Community Lunch 

April 9, 2013 

GMM 

First Book Trumbull County Collect  Children’s Book Drive for First Book 

Trumbull County 

April 20, 2013 YSU Kilcawley 300 Sisters in Red Health Fair 

April 27, 2013 Youngstown CityScape Spring Clean-up Day 

The Research & Development committee will distribute a short questionnaire to the potential community partners in order to gauge 

partnership interest as well as their current projects and ongoing needs. We will reach out to all the organizations identified in last 

January's neighborhood meetings. We also will continue to work closely with Janine Le Sueur from AJLI. Her expertise has been 

invaluable in guiding us through the process of moving forward with an issue based community impact project. As a League, we will 

be sharing more about this process as it pertains to JLY at the November GMM.  

Research & Development Committee Update 
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  With Deepest Sympathy… 

 
We would like to extend our condolences to Jane Edwards on the passing of her 

husband, John. Many thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family.  
 

2012-2013 General Membership Meetings 

DATE LOCATION TOPIC 

November 13, 2012 Youngstown Main Library 

  

―Negative Marketing Leading to 

Childhood Obesity‖ presentation  

January 8, 2013 Neighborhood Meetings TBA 
 

February 12, 2013 

  

Akron Children’s Hospital, 

Beeghly Campus 

  

Impact of poverty on health needs of 

children 

March  12,  2013 The Way Station Columbiana Barriers to healthy lifestyles 

April 9,  2013 Cortland Public Library First Book Trumbull County  

Program 

May 21,  2013 Annual Dinner TBA 

Congratulations to… 

...Julia Schnurrenberger on 

the recent birth of her son. 

...Carolyn Serenko on her            

recent wedding. 

...Michele Grant on becoming a Sustainer member.   

Michele was recognized for her service to the League at the 

October General Membership Meeting. 
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The Junior League of Youngstown 
General Membership Meeting Minutes 10/09/12, D.D. and Velma Davis Family YMCA 

Respectively submitted: 

Tara 
Tara Mady, Secretary, 10/10/12  

Agenda Item Discussion 

Welcome 

Call for Quorum 

Kera Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:29 p.m.  She welcomed everyone to the 

Bring a Friend/Sustainer meeting.  Kera reported that the strategic plan will soon be avail-

able on the JLY website and that she attended the AJLI fall conference.   Kera also updated 

everyone that Sustainer member Suzyn Schwebel-Epstein will be honored at the AFP event 

on November 15.  If any member wants to attend and sit at her table, they can call the 

League office. 

Welcome from the YMCA Tamara, a YMCA staff member, gave a brief overview of the facility. 

Spotlight on Sustainers Fran Curd introduced the Sustainer Council, many of whom were in attendance.  She gave 

special recognition to Michele Grant, a two-time President who stabilized the League during 

her term, and welcomed her as the newest Sustainer member.  Michele was presented with a 

gift and gave a few remarks. 

Introduction of “Bring a Friend” Kera introduced the two friends in attendance, Jenita Howell and Deidre Windom. 

Approval of September Minutes The minutes of the September meeting were reviewed.  Tara Mady moved that the minutes 

be approved.   Danielle Surko 2nd the motion and the motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report Lisa Metzinger explained that the financials will appear in Briefly on a quarterly basis. 

Pink Ribbon Tea Kera reported the event was powerful with 400 people in attendance.  She gave accolades to 

Annette Camacci, Susan Berny and the committee. 

Marketing and Recruitment Amy Banks invited everyone to Caffe Capri following the meeting.  She also shared that a 

social will be held on October 29 at Springfield Grille from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Members 

interested in attending the social on October 29 can RSVP to Amy Banks by October 27. 

Research and Development Kim Urig reported that the committee has been teleconferencing with Janine le Sueur from 

AJLI regarding the issue-based community impact process.  The committee is compiling a 

questionnaire for partners in the community. 

Fall Fundraiser Lois Koval reminded everyone that the event will be held on October 25 from 6 p.m. to 8 

p.m. at the Holiday Inn Boardman.  Tickets are $30 each and the deadline to RSVP is Octo-

ber 15.  Volunteers are needed to set-up and clean-up.  If anyone is interested in donating a 

basket, they can let Lois know.  Lois also shared that the League’s participation in the li-

brary’s grant writing class scheduled for October 16 has been canceled since it conflicts with 

One-on-Ones. 

Done in a Day Kelly Kiraly shared a thank you that the students from Harding Elementary made.  She also 

thanked everyone for returning the Bella baby bottles.  There are sign-up sheets for the 

Peace Race and Second Harvest Food Bank.  Kelly also reported that a Bridges Out of Pov-

erty simulation will be held on February 9 with more details to come. 

One-on-One Advisor Meetings Marion Dunham reported that the One-on-Ones will be held on October 16 at Tracy Pri-

zant’s home with advisors Cathy Campana and Sharon Schroeder and on October 22 at 

Nazim Jaffer’s home with advisors Michele Merkel and Susan Stewart.  The information is 

in Briefly.  Paperwork will be emailed out for members to complete and bring with them. 

Introduction of Speaker Laura Rumble played a brief video and then introduced Ellen McWhinnie, President of JL of 

Ontario.  Ellen discussed Community, League and Personal Leadership along with the True 

Colors assessment. 

Nominating Susan Stewart introduced the committee members in attendance.  She shared that the Nomi-

nating Packet will be emailed out and encouraged members to apply for the open positions: 

Secretary (one-year term), President-Elect, Treasurer, and two Nominating Committee mem-

bers.  Applications are due November 30.  If any members have questions, they can contact 

the committee members whose contact information is listed in the nominating packet. 

Basket Raffle Drawing The winner of the basket raffle was Heather Elder. 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m.  Next meeting is November 13th at 6:00 p.m. at Youngs-

town Main Library. 
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Sustainer Corner 

Special thanks to all the Sustainers who helped to provide refreshments for the October 9th General Membership Meeting 

at the Boardman YMCA.  Kathie Ameduri, Kathy Wolsonovich, Kathy Scheel, Carol Gubany, Connie Knecht and Fran 

Curd all contributed and I may have missed a few others since I was unable to be there.  Fran reports that the meeting 

went well and that past president, Michele Grant, was officially welcomed into the rank of Sustainer. 

 

Much appreciation goes out to Tracy Prizant and Tazim Jaffer for hosting the Placement Committee one-on-one            

meetings at their homes this month.  Hosting these meetings, or the January neighborhood meetings, is an excellent way 

for sustainers to get to know some of the actives in a comfortable setting and to demonstrate our continued support for 

the League. 

 

There are any number of roles for interested Sustainers to play as evidenced by Margaret Person’s involvement in the 

October 25th Fall Fashion Show Fundraiser at the Boardman Holiday Inn.  Margaret is the CAbi (Carolyn Anderson by 

invitation) representative and has enlisted a number of sustainers and actives to model for the event. 

 

Just looking for a chance to connect with other league members occasionally?  The quarterly Sustainer Luncheon may be 

just the ticket. On October 16th, a luncheon was held at noon at the Youngstown Club.  President-elect, Leah Wilson, 

joined a table full of sustainers this quarter and assisted them in welcoming Ruth King who is transferring in from           

Pittsburgh.  The next quarterly luncheon will be on January 15th at noon at the Youngstown Club. 

 

The beautiful invitations are out for the Mother 

Daughter Brunch on Saturday, November 10th at      

Michael Alberini’s Restaurant in Boardman.  Joan 

Gallitto and her committee have planned a lovely 

event which starts with a Social hour at 10:00 am,    

followed by brunch at 11:30.  They have chosen 

―Instilling the Importance of Voluntarism into the Next 

Generation‖ as the theme. Consider inviting some of 

the important women in your life – mother, mother-in-

law, aunts, sisters, daughters, cousins, nieces, 

neighbors and friends - to join you for an enjoyable 

outing – good food, photos, prizes, and speaker.  It’s a 

great opportunity to build lasting memories. 

 

Fran will be making calls soon to confirm sustainer 

hostesses for the January 8, 2013 Neighborhood         

Meetings.  I know you will all help her out and say yes 

if you possibly can.  As we move into the                        

Thanksgiving season, I am grateful for all the                     

opportunities to get to know and work with the             

capable, committed women that my league               

membership has afforded me. 

- Suzanne Fleming 

Sustainer Representative 
 

SCRIBBLERS 
 

This monthly gathering of writers will be starting a 

little later on the first Monday of the month beginning 

with the December 3, 2012 meeting at the home of 

Suzanne Fleming.  The start time is now 12:30 pm. 

Please call Suzanne (330.519.7758) by Friday,          

November 30th if you would like to attend. 
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The Nominating Committee is looking for potential leaders for 2013 – 2015.  Have you held a leadership position at 

work, in the League or with another nonprofit organization?  Are you excited about the strategic direction of the League?  

If so, the League wants you! 

 

The following positions need to be filled for the next League year: 

 

Officers: 

President Elect (2013 – 2014 and automatically serves as President in 2014 – 2015) 

Secretary (2013 – 2014; normally a two-year term, this is a one-year term for next League year only) 

Treasurer (2013 – 2014 and 2014 – 2015) 

 

Nominating Committee: 

Member (2013 – 2014 and 2014 – 2015) 

Member (2013 – 2014 and 2014 – 2015) 

 

Please review the JLY Nominating Packet on the website  

in the Members Only section and consider submitting your  

application by November 30th.  If you have any questions,  

please contact any member of the Nominating Committee  

(see list on page 10 of the packet). 

JLY T-Shirts are Here! 
 

Be prepared to order your JLY T-shirt 
at the November GMM 

 

Available Sizes: 
S-XL: $15 

2XL:  $16 

3XL:  $18 
 

 

 

Cash and checks payable to 

Junior League of Youngstown will be accepted 

 
T-shirts can also be ordered on the JLY website  

via Paypal! 
 

For more information call the JLY Office at  
330-743-3200 

If you have not met with your Placement Advisor, please make arrangements to do so no later than  
November 15th. This is mandatory for all Active members and necessary so the League can plan leadership 
development tracks for next year. 

Placement Update 

Susan Stewart  Cathy Campana 
Margaret Adams  Kathleen Houck 

Amy Banks   Lois Koval 

Marion Dunham  Lisa Metzinger 

Kristen Frank   Kristina Ross 

Kelly Kiraly   Susan Stewart 

Tara Mady   Mercia L. Stevens 

Keisha Robinson  Marcia M. Stevens 

Laura Rumble   Kera Thompson 

Elizabeth Stevens  Roklyn DePerro-Turner 

Joanne Wagner   Kimberly Urig 

Jessie Wright 

Sharon Schroeder 
Anna Aey 

Adrian Anderson 

Catherine Campana 

Heather Elder 

Amanda Frost 

Paula Jakubek 

Leanna Kemble 

Stephanie Lambert 

Michele Merkel 

Jennifer Sanek-Valentine 

Leah Wilson 

Michele Merkel 
Christine Bugno 

Doris Bullock 

Beth Drennen 

Debbie Hartig 

Starr McClure 

Julia Schnurrenberger 

Sharon Schroeder 

Stephanie Smith 

Jennifer Soloman 

Danielle Surko 

Marion’s Pretzels  
is making Holiday candy pretzels,  

apples, nuts and much more! 
 

Call Marion Dunham 330-507-5286 to  
place your order today! 

 
OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, December 13th 
from 11 a.m.—6 p.m.  

Leaders Sought for 2013-2015 
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The JLY 2012-2015 Strategic Plan 
is now available on the secure 

members only section of the JLY 
website.  Please review it in  

preparation for discussion at the  
January Neighborhood meetings. 

 

www.jlyoungstown.org 


