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Continuing Our Journey

There is nothing like doing something over and over to get good at it. But there has to
be a bit of stretch each time—even if, simply doing it today is the stretch. To master
something, you’ll have to experiment, just as the Wright Brothers did, time and again,
before getting that first flight.
Researchers say that if something is important to us, make a commitment to repeatedly
spend time on it—every day, every week. Robert Greene in Mastery says, “When it
comes to forming a new behavior, time is the magic ingredient. Assuming your practice
proceeds at a steady level, over days and weeks certain elements of the behavior become hardwired. Slowly, the behavior becomes internalized, part of your nervous system. The mind is no longer mired in the details, but can see the larger picture. It is a miraculous sensation and practice will lead you to that point.”
Yet as human beings it is also easy to make the same mistakes over and over again. We
say the wrong thing, neglect the right thing, hurt someone, fail to show hopefulness or
kindness or peace.
Peter denied knowing Jesus three times during the hours of Jesus’ greatest need of
friendship. What a fear-filled, disappointing, unfaithful response to the dangerous situation Jesus and the disciples were experiencing. Then Jesus was gone, with no way for
Peter to apologize, try to right the wrong, reconstitute the relationship.
Except Jesus returned to them at the shore, helped them fish, cooked them breakfast on
the beach. Again Jesus calls Peter out and requires an answer: Do you love me?
We fall short of our perfect ideals and intentions, and we repeat those fallings, no
matter how hard we try and how much progress we make. Even so, we back up and
make another go at it. In the same way that our shortcomings are often repetitive, so
our steps toward growth are also repetitive. We’re called to remember whom and what
we love; we’re called to follow Christ’s Way. We’re called to feed and tend all the people of the earth. And we learn that by repeating the spiritual practices that bring us
growth:
*Gratitude
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*Sharing the grace we’ve received;
*Receiving forgiveness;
*Offering forgiveness;
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605-697-2882

*Preparing our hearts to be open to new ideas, to new ways of loving and understanding. With Peter may we hear Christ’s call for loving and caring for others.

BUCC INCOME & EXPENSE APRIL 2019

BUCC CHOIR
A very big Thank You to the choir for all of
their hard work and beautiful music they provided us with during Easter!

TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

A special Thank You to Jim Cochrane for organizing the choir!

49500 · Tithes/Offerings
Total Income
Gross Profit

6,405.00
6,405.00
6,405.00

Expense
19100 - Building Loan

695.26

61400 · Charitable Contributions

300.00

61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses
62700 · Evangelism and Special Events

63900 · Snow Removal

319.50

64800 · Copier Lease

188.76

66000 · Payroll Expenses

1,721.35

66700 · Professional Fees

710.00

66800 · Janitorial Expense-Cleaning

213.00

68600 · Utilities

Congratulations to those from our church family on their graduations!
Tiana Holmes: South Dakota State University and Nathan Holmes: South Dakota State University
Hailey Stuart: Dakota State University and Hannah Stuart: Dakota State University
Torie Dokken Brookings High School
Please watch next month for pictures and more information about our graduates! We are very proud of all of you!

28.77
180.13

68100 · Telephone Expense

Congratulations Maryam from your friends at BUCC!

30.95

63400 · Interest Expense

67200 · Repairs and Maintenance

Just to let you know what some of our members
and friends have been busy with!
Maryam Enteshari, Kristi Prunty and Pratibha
Chaudhary (picture taken by Ahmed Hammam) attending the Dairy and Food Science Department
Award Ceremony and dinner. Maryam, Dairy Manufacturing, Ph.D. student, was awarded the 2018-2019
John Brandt Memorial Fund Scholarship, Land O’
Lakes Foundation, 2019-2020 Graduate Scholarship
Award IFT (Institute of Food Technologists) Minnesota Section, and IFT Feeding Tomorrow by Scholarship America.

1,338.84

60900 · Building and Property Tax

Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income

42.60
42.16
349.75
6,161.07
243.93
243.93

Current HyVee Receipt
Total $61,826.88
Did you know that you can pay your tithes/offering by Electronic
Transfer? If you are interested in that convenience, please see Jennifer for the forms.
We would also like to thank everyone who was able to throw in a little
extra last month to help cover our shortfall.
This month we paid the annual drainage tax of $695 as well as the
quarterly payroll tax and hopefully a final snow removal bill and we
stayed in the black!

May
Birthdays &
Anniversaries
1
2
3
5
5
7
7
8
18

Jihong Cole-Dai
Dennis Dokken
Mary Ward
Justin Wiemer
Nefeli Moutsoglou
Kim Dokken
Linnae Huebner
Darlene Dokken
Nancy Marshall

18 Christina Wiemer
20 Trevor Gloege
24 Marty Johnson
Anniversaries
12 Wayne & Darlene Ward
17 Jim & Ruby Wilson
21 Jihong & Phyllis Cole-Dai
31 Gerald & Carol Swanson

Ministry Teams 2019
January May Sept.
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Dave Huebner
Don & Nancy Marshall
Helen Andersen
Jihong Cole-Dai
Adele Buum
Sheila Helms
February June October
Leonard & Norita
Henneman
Loye, Nathan, Tiana
Holmes
Christie Delfanian
Jean Lellelid
Raul & Marisol Galvan
Gerry & Jane Asmus
Mason Wheeler
Claudia Benson

March July November
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Jacob Holden
Dennis & Darlene Dokken
Kathy Apland
Christie Prussman
Ben & Shawna Asmus
Robert Marrabell (usher only)
April August December
Kristi Prunty
Linda Langner
Chad & Laura Gloege
Susan Helvig
Justin & Christina Wiemer
John & Kyleigh Cramer
Gary & Connie Englund

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at buccfinsec@brookings.net. Thank You!

Minutes from the April Council Meeting
Shawna Asmus, Ben Asmus, Teri Johnson, Adele Buum, Jennifer Kemper, Sheila Helms, Linda Langner, Kathy Apland and Christie
Delfanian
Call to order, 5:35 p.m.
Motion by Jennifer, second by Sheila to approve the March minutes. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report. Balance looks better than what was reported in the newsletter due to deposit of funds from last Sunday in
March, which was done on April 1. Letting the congregation know about the shortfall made a huge difference. Motion by Adele, second by Ben to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
Old Business
SDState Gives Back – Ben reported instead of scheduling another data, students who still wish to volunteer will be assigned
jobs on a list. Chances of getting the mesh pulled up are slim to none.
Rekeying Church – rescheduled for April 25. Discussion regarding those people who will need keys. Each council member, Shasta who cleans the church, Darlene Dokken, Leonard Henneman, Marilyn Hildreth with Bueno Brookings, Dave Huebner,
Don Marshall and Kathy Waddell will get keys. Each key will be numbered so each person will have to sign for the key. Any
other requests for keys will need to be brought to the council for approval.
New Business
Update on Landscape Mesh – Ben volunteered to get price estimates on having the work done. Sheils said Todd is willing to
bring in his tractor to pull up the mesh. Decision made that it is worth a try – tentative date is May 11. If that is possible,
then will see how much Landmark would charge to seed the grass.
Update on prices to replace sign on 8th St. So. – Ben checked with Daktronics and found it is best to go through a sign company
– recommendation was to get estimate from Stein’s Signs in Watertown. Ben asked just to get an idea – one like the high
school has at the corner of Medary and 8th St. So would cost $16,000 without installation. Least expensive one would be in
$11,500-$12,000 range. Decision made to table the discussion.
Thank you to Dave Dykhouse for repainting the sign; Ben will look at figuring out why the letters will not stay on the west side
and we will make due until we are in a position to get the type of sign we want.
BATA bus – Due to lack of funding, the BATA bus will no longer operate on weekends. May will be the last month for weekend
service. Each church will have to decide how to get their members who need this service to church.
Standing Committees
Church Home –
Ben will obtain two estimates for the gutter work and repairing the water damaged trim on the northwest side of the church.
City tore up grass on the curb along 8th St. So – Jennifer will call and see if city will repair it.
Linda and Adele cleaned out the freezer in the sanctuary store room. Decision made to leave it unplugged and prop it open for
now. There are instances in which we might need it.
Sheila, Linda, Adele and Christie will work on redoing the flowerbeds by the sign (tentatively on Fri., April 26)
Church Outreach –
Connie has already made a bunch of cards and given them to Teri. Adele will take the cards and Jennifer will get her a list of
birthdays and anniversaries along with the addresses. There are also more boxes of cards in the file drawers. Teri will let
Adele know when get well and sympathy cards should be sent and to whom.
Church Life
Christie has 3 sizes for candle lighter vests done, needs to try on kids before sewing on Velcro and then she will have the No. 1
design the kids chose sewn onto them.
Discussion regarding there not being treats to go with coffee at Easter. In future, we will make sure there are a few things available to go with coffee at Easter.
Church Connections
Church Women United spring meeting is May 3 at the Catholic Church. We need to furnish 3 salads. Jennifer will put it in the
bulletin and newsletter.
Next meeting, May 8 at 5:30 p.m.

MAY 2019

CONGREGATION MEETING
At the special meeting last month the congregation voted and approved to move
forward with the council’s recommendation for filling the Pastoral Position. Thank
you to everyone who participated in planning for the future of our faith family. In
the UCC the members of the congregation are responsible for the decisions and
direction of the church so it is up to us to decide where we want our family to go!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Sunday Morning Adult Study
The adult Sunday school class is beginning a new book study, Sunday May 5 th. The class will be reading
Robin Meyers book, The Underground Church. The book proposes a radical idea: we need to recapture
the spirit of the early church with its emphasis on what Christians do rather than what they believe. Instead of endless theological and political arguments, the church must be more concerned with being loving
than with being right. Meyers suggests that until being a follower of Jesus is dangerous again we will continue to bless the status quo instead of transforming it. Robin Meyers is a nationally known UCC minister
and peace activist. Everyone is welcome to join the study each Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the education wing.

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

Something to
Chew On 6pm

5

6

7

8

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am

Children’s Sunday School
The last Sunday of children’s Sunday school will be Sunday, May 19th. A huge thank you goes out to
the volunteers who taught this year. Be looking for announcements later this summer for our kickoff Sunday as we begin a new year with new and exciting curriculum.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED MAY FRIENDSHIP DAY 2019
Church Women United will celebrate May Friendship Day on May 3, 2019 at St. Thomas More Catholic Parish,
1700 9th St. S., Brookings, SD. The celebration will be at 12:00 pm with a salad luncheon, and a program to
follow. The theme for this Celebration is “The Time Is Now! Agree to Differ.” May Friendship Day focuses on
uniting us in the Spirit to do God’s work despite our differences and based on the scripture of Ephesians 4: 23. “Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together
with peace.”
The Fellowship of the Least Coin will be collected at this celebration. A regular offering will also be taken to
support local organizations in our Community. All Christian women and men are invited to this gathering. St.
Thomas More is handicapped accessible.

9

Sunday School
10:30 am

12

13

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Bienvenidos a
Brookings
mtg.

Worship 10 am
CommunionSunday School
10:30 am

20

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Brookings
Quilt Guild
Mtg. 7 pm

26

27

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am

15

16
Something to
Chew On 6pm

7—9 pm

19
Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

14

21

22

23
Something to
Chew On 6pm

28

29

30
Something to
Chew On 6pm

31

