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Continuing Our Journey

Pastor John Buchanan writes: In one of the journals I was reading to prepare for Lent,
the editor began with this provocative suggestion: “In an age of quick fixes, fast food,
instant gratification, and speedy internet communication, the Lenten tradition seems
like an ancient practice that is out of step with the age. Lent promises no immediate
result, no instant answer, no dazzling communication from on high. Rather Lent is a call
to disciplined inquiry and patient searching after the presence of God.”

Brookings, SD 57006
828 8th Street South

Lent is a time of intentional introspection and self-examination, a time to take a look at
the lives we are living and gain some self-awareness about where we are, where we are
going, about where we may be compromising, or not living up to our best selves, or taking the easy way out. Lent is a time to change---repent is the church word for it---and to
allow the gift of God’s forgiveness and grace to recreate us. Lent is the 40 days leading
up to Easter and Easter requires some preparation, some homework.
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Lent is a personal walk in our own wilderness. A powerful walk with both ambiguity and
uncertainty. As we look at the world, we want things to be simple, black and white,
good and evil, right and wrong. Who doesn’t know what it is to experience uncertainty
and doubt? Who doesn’t know the longing for clarity and certainty? Who hasn’t experienced the appeal of a religion, for instance, that has ready answers to every question,
the comfort of a faith without the wilderness of ambiguity?

Brookingsucc.org

The Lenten road through the wilderness will be confusing and dangerous and will require us to open up, to listen to neighbors, to live with looser boundaries, to know what
is absolutely essential in life, to live more loosely with all the rest, to ponder a God bigger than either our questions or answers, to do what Jesus did, in that forty days—
namely reduce our faith to its essential core---to take our stand there and to live it out
with everything we have and everything we are.

605.697.2882
828 8th St. South

Brookings, SD

Lent is hard work but just as the Spirit of God leads us into these forty days of personal
struggle, it is the same God who walks with us and who comes to us at the end of the
wilderness time with new birth and transformation.
Email:
buccfinsec@brookings.net
Office Phone:
605-697-2882

This month we begin a new Lenten journey. God bless us each on our way.

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

BUCC INCOME & EXPENSE FEBRUARY 2019

Buried Treasure
TOTAL

An old man buried a large amount of gold in a secret spot in his garden. Every day he
went to the spot, dug up his treasure, and counted every piece to make sure it was all still
there. One day a thief was passing by and noticed the old man secretly burying something
in his garden. He waited until nightfall and quietly dug up the treasure and left with it.
The next day when the man discovered his loss, he was overcome with grief and despair.
He cried and screamed until his neighbor came over to check on him and asked what had
happened. “My gold! My gold!” cried the old man wildly. “Someone has robbed me!”

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
49500 · Tithes/Offerings
Total Income
Gross Profit

4,813.00
4,813.00
4,813.00

Expense
60000 · Advertising and Promotion

0.00

“Your gold was buried in your garden? Why didn’t you keep it in the house where you
could easily access it when you wanted to buy things?”

61000 - Building Payment

“Buy things?!” the old man asked in disbelief. “Why, I would never buy things with the gold.
I couldn’t think of spending any of it.” The stranger picked up a few large rocks and threw it
into the hole. “If that is the case,” he said, “cover up those stones. They are worth just as
much to you as the treasure you lost!”

63400 · Interest Expense

192.22

63900 · Snow Removal

479.26

64800 · Copier Lease

178.32

64900 · Office Supplies

200.70

Here’s the way I see it: Sometimes the things you own end up owning you. A possession
is worth no more than the use we make of it.

66000 · Payroll Expenses

915.55

61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses

66500 · Postage and Delivery
66700 · Professional Fees
66800 · Janitorial Expense-Cleaning
68100 · Telephone Expense
68600 · Utilities

It takes each of us to make a difference for all of us.
If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.
If the world seems cold to you, kindle fires to warm it.
If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the present, touch a flower. If you want to touch the
future, touch a life.
We can do no great things – only small things with great love.
Never get tired of doing little things for others. Sometimes, those little things occupy the biggest part of their hearts.
The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that outlasts it.
I feel that the greatest reward for doing is the opportunity to do more.
Live today the way you want to be remembered tomorrow.
The best things in life aren’t things.
Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.
The best way to find yourself, is to lose yourself in the service of others.
I wondered why somebody didn’t do something. Then I realized, I am somebody.
It’s good to be blessed. It’s better to be a blessing.
We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.

Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income

1,020.00
30.95

50.00
1,230.00
213.00
42.16
380.80
4,932.96
-119.96
-119.96

March
Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2 Teri Johnson
2 Dave Huebner
3 Neemah Delfanian
3 Tracy Chapman
4 Gerald Swanson
9 Adalyn Laufmann
10 Jacob Holden
12 Gary Kessler
13 Deb Aalderks
15
18
19
23
24
26
29
30

Winnie Johnson
Charlie Marshall
Emerson Cramer
Mason Wheeler
Fred Dalfanian
Phyllis Cole-Dai
Jim Satterlee
JoAnn Satterlee

Minutes from the February Council Meeting

Ministry Teams 2019

Shawn Asmus, Linda Langner, Adele Buum, Sheila Helms, Kathy Apland, Jennifer Kemper and Christie Delfanian

January May Sept.
March July November
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Dave Huebner
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Don & Nancy Marshall
Jacob Holden
Helen Andersen
Dennis & Darlene Dokken
Jihong Cole-Dai
Kathy Apland
Adele Buum
Christie Prussman
Sheila Helms
Ben & Shawna Asmus
February June October
Robert Marrabell (usher only)
Leonard & Norita
April August December
Henneman
Kristi Prunty
Loye, Nathan, Tiana
Linda Langner
Holmes
Chad & Laura Gloege
Christie Delfanian
Susan Helvig
Jean Lellelid
Justin & Christina Wiemer
Raul & Marisol Galvan
John & Kyleigh Cramer
Gerry & Jane Asmus
Gary & Connie Englund
Mason Wheeler
Claudia Benson
If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at buccfinsec@brookings.net. Thank You!

Call to order, 5:32 p.m.
Dec. Minutes - Motion by Jennifer, second by Sheila to approve minutes. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report - no treasurer’s report in print form, but Jennifer said expenses in January were low because all major expenses
were paid by end of 2018. Received $22,000 donation from benefactor this year. Snow removal budget is $1500 per year with services from L&J Lawn Care. Utilities costs run relatively even and tend to fluctuate by around $50 per month. Motion by Sheila to
approve verbal treasurer’s report, second by Kathy. Motion carried.
Old Business
Pastor search committee – discussion about possible committee members. The chairperson should be someone who has participated in a pastoral search before. Council will put together list and share via email to prioritize and then will make personal contact to
find a chairperson (Goal to have list assembled by first week of March). Shawn, Adele and Sheila would be willing to serve as committee members. Jennifer will get a copy of the profile used when Pastor Wade was hired. That will then have to be edited and submitted to conference. Jennifer will ask Karen at UCC office about the steps in the process.
New Business
Change in financial secretary – Don Marshall would like to step down as financial officer. Jennifer explained that since that last
treasurer was not comfortable doing payroll, Don was asked to be the financial officer. Jennifer is willing to do this for new,
since we have only one official employee. Once we have more than that, then we might once again need a financial officer.
Motion by Adele, second by Kathy to have Jennifer take care of payroll. Motion carried.
Facebook/website – Discussion regarding updating of website and Facebook pages. Shawna and Ben both have experience in
this area and are willing to work on improving the UCC pages. Christie will contact Nancy Marshall so she can give them the
login info for both accounts.
Standing committees
Church Home - stumps in front have been removed and decision about whether to seed grass in the entire cleared area or to
put some mulch closer to the building and plants will be made this spring. Goal to have a more welcoming entrance that is
also low maintenance. Ben will also look into water issues on side of church when weather improves.
Church Outreach – nothing to report.

2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Moderator
Shawna Asmus
Treasurer
Jennifer Kemper (returning)
Secretary
Christine Dalfanian (returning
Church Home
Ben Asmust & Linda Langner
Church Life
Adele Buum
Church Outreach Sheila Helms (returning)
Church Connection Kathy Apland & Norita Henneman
If you are interested in serving on the church council please contact Jennifer, in the office, because we still have space open. The
only requirement is you must be a member of BUCC.

Church Life – Adele will get together with Teri regarding the Lent Adventure
Church Connection – World Day of Prayer information will be in next newsletter.
Next meeting will be March 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Meeting adjourned, 6:20 p.m.

MARCH 2019

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
There will be an Ash Wednesday service, Wednesday evening, March 6th, at 7:00 pm. The
service will offer scripture, song and time for personal reflection.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

LOVE LIFE! LIVE LENT! BE THE CHANGE!
All elementary aged children are invited to Love Life-Live Lent each Wednesday during Lent where we will
look at and discuss questions like: Do you ever wish the world could be a better place? Do you think that if
only people could be more caring, more generous, less selfish, more loving, that the world we live in would
be different? We will also enjoy treats and play games!
Mahatma Gandhi once said, ‘Be the change you want to see in the world.’ So if we want the world to be a
better place, each one of us has to change it ourselves, one action at a time. Why not start this Lent?
Each child will receive a LOVE LIFE- LIVE LENT booklet which contains an action to do each day of the
week for the 40 days of Lent. The actions are quite simple. What makes them challenging is how you do
them and, if we all do them, then the world really could become the place that God wants it to be: one
person at a time, one action at a time.
Love Life-Live Lent begins Wednesday, March 13 and will be held every Wednesday in Lent with our last
Wednesday being Wednesday, April 17. Our time begins at 2:30 and concludes at 4:00!
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Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

10

4

5

Bienvenidos a
Brookings
mtg.

12

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am
Communion
No Sunday
School

PALM SUNDAY & EASTER CHOIR
We would like to have a special choir for both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday worship services.
Please consider being a part of the choir for these special Sundays and listen for announcements in
church regarding practice times.

17
Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am
Sunday School

18

7

ASH
WEDNESDAY

Something to
Chew On 6pm

19

Brookings
Quilt Guild
Mtg. 7 pm

13

14

Kids Live
Lent Begins
2:30—4:00

Something to
Chew On 6pm

20

21

Live Lent
2:30-4:00

Brookings
Interfaith
Council 6:30
mtg @ Brookings Public
Library

27

28

10:30 am

24
HELP ME KEEP UP TO DATE
If you see incorrect birthday and anniversary dates or if I am missing dates, please let me know! I
don’t want to miss anyone!

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am
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Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

Service
7 pm

7—9 pm

11

6

Fri

26

Live Lent
2:30-4:00

Something to
Chew On 6pm

