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Continuing Our Journey
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“Three days later there was a wedding in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there. Jesus
and his disciples were guests also. When they started running low on wine at the wedding banquet, Jesus’
mother told him, “They’re just about out of wine.”
Jesus said, “Is that any of our business, Mother—yours or mine? This isn’t my time. Don’t push
me.” (John 2: 1-4)
Even in Jesus’ day it seems one could find stress at a wedding. We don’t know who was getting married
in this story from John but when the wine ran out Jesus’ mother wanted something done and she let him
know! I can picture the interaction between Jesus and his mother while the rest of the wedding guests
are mingling and enjoying themselves. Were the wedding guests even aware of the small kerfuffle? Isn’t
that how stress usually works? It starts small and then in no time it has grown often resulting in an argument or harsh words. And for what?
Pastors often joke that we could quit our day jobs, write a bestselling book on weddings and take it on the
road! Oh the wedding stories! The fainting best man; the flower girl without petals to drop so the bride
literally left the processional line-up and her father to run to the local florist to buy some; the soloist who
forgot the words and hummed the song instead; the outdoor weddings where the blowing wind prevented even the strongest unity candle from being lit; the threat of rain on all the garden weddings. I once
knew a bride who discovered just hours before her wedding pictures that she had 2 left shoes! Seems
that when she had purchased the shoes months prior, the salesperson had given her 2 left ones.
Oh the stress of a wedding! Jesus’ reply to his mother implies there is no need to worry. Everything will
work out in due time. The majority of guests won’t even know the wine ran out. Relax. Appreciate the
moment; enjoy the company; savor the day… don’t get bogged down in the details.
I recently officiated at an outdoor wedding and thanks to the weather app everyone could check to see
what the rain projection was for each hour of that day. Of course the projections changed by the minute
but the chance of precipitation for the exact time of the ceremony never dipped below 50%. As the
guests were being seated, the sky grew darker and soon raindrops began to fall….although very light. The
groom and I were discussing the predicament when all-of-a-sudden he looked at me and said, “I think
we’re going to be OK.”
My oldest son is getting married this weekend and my middle son is getting married in October. As the
details get finalized I know a little stress and anxiety will be a part of their special days. But I also know
that everything has a way of working out. The best man who fainted drank some water and stood proud,
the bride returned with flower petals for the flower girl after the organist played the processional music
for fifteen minutes, the soloist had such a beautiful voice that even her humming sounded exquisite, and
the meaning behind the unity candle wasn’t lost despite the prairie wind’s joke of not allowing it to stay
lit.
And what about the bride with the two left shoes? That bride has been happily married for almost thirty
two years and as the mother of the groom this coming weekend she has double checked to make sure she
has both a right and left shoe!
I think we’re going to be OK. Jesus said basically the same thing to his mother at a wedding and as usual
he was right because the water turned to wine!
Relax. Appreciate the moment. Enjoy the company. Savor the day.

Thanks for reading,
Email:
buccfinsec@brookings.net

Teri

National Leadership of the United Church of Christ on Immigration

BUCC INCOME & EXPENSES — JUNE 2018

“When the alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with
you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19: 33-34)

TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense

“In a world becoming increasingly globalized, more people are leaving their homelands to seek better lives and
opportunities in new countries. Their reasons for leaving are diverse and complex: economic necessity, war, or
persecution. The U.S. has long been a nation of immigrants and we have consistently been conflicted about
this. We gratefully welcome immigrants and their contributions, and we exclude them, discriminate against

them and, at times, inflict grave harm upon them.

Income
49500 · Tithes/Offerings
Total Income
Gross Profit

5,957.00
5,957.00
5,957.00

Expense
61000 - Building Payment

1,066.57

61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses

30.95

62700 · Evangelism and Special Events

36.61

As Christians, we are called to love our neighbors. The Bible is unambiguous in calling us to welcome aliens and

63400 · Interest Expense

220.32

strangers in our land, and to love them as we love ourselves. In these times, let us listen to the voice of the still-

64800 · Copier Lease

173.20

speaking God. We will learn how to respond to these new sisters and brothers residing among us.
Furthermore, the UCC condemns the dismantling of families, the criminalization of the quest for freedom, and
the caging of those whose only crime is to seek shelter from harm. The practices of separating families, increasing immigrant detention, and redefining access to asylum are abhorrent and undermine our values. In the past
three month more than 2,200 children were forcibly and cruelly taken from their parents. This dehumanizing
process puts children at risk and sets our country up to willingly participate in human rights violations on a mass
scale. The Executive Order signed by President Trump does not alleviate the problem. The Administration has

66000 · Payroll Expenses

1,719.00

66700 · Professional Fees

1,155.00

66800 · Janitorial Expense-Cleaning

213.00

67200 · Repairs and Maintenance

100.00

68100 · Telephone Expense
68600 · Utilities
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

49530 · Lawncare Fund

42.61
286.30
5,043.56
913.44

3,680.00

no plan for reuniting separated families and the zero-tolerance policy remains firmly in place, meaning as more
parents are deported more families will be broken apart.”

Sunday School Teachers

*Act—Tell your representatives that, as a person of faith, you oppose the forcible detention and separation of
families and want them to support policies that protect and unite immigrant and refugee families.

Although we have two more months of summer to enjoy, we ask that you begin thinking about Sunday
school as we will soon be looking for volunteers to teach our two children’s classes. One class is for chil-

For additional immigration updates please go online to the UCC Keep Families Together page

dren 3 years old through kindergarten and our second class is for elementary aged children 1 st through 5th
grade. We are hoping to recruit enough volunteers so that a rotating schedule can be put in place thereby

HARVEST TABLE

requiring a teacher to only teach on certain Sundays. Our Sunday school time runs from approximately
th

Our congregation is serving the Harvest Table meal on Monday, September 24 , and because this will be the
last Monday of the month there will be a larger group! Please put this important date on your calendars as we
will need everyone to help prepare, serve and clean up that day. Be watching for further details as the date
gets closer.

10:15 until 10:45 each Sunday. Our first Sunday of Sunday school will be September 9 th. Please consider
volunteering for this important ministry! So many young families inquire about our children/youth programming but if we have nothing to offer we will not see these families in church. If you are interested or
would like to learn more please visit with Kristi Prunty.

July
Birthdays &
Anniversaries
3
8
9
14
18
27
28

Leonard Henneman
Tiana Holmes
Jody Satterlee
John Cramer
Emily Johnson
Elliot Johnson
Kaylee Starling
Brian Dokken
Clarence Bauer
Adele Buum
Loye Holmes

Anniversaries
10 Leonard and Norita
Henneman

Minutes from the June Council Meeting

Ministry Teams 2018

Minutes from June 21 Council Meeting

January May Sept.
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Dave Huebner
Don & Nancy Marshall
Helen Andersen
Jihong Cole-Dai
Adele Buum
Sheila Ness
February June October
Leonard & Norita
Henneman
Loye, Nathan, Tiana
Holmes
Christie Delfanian
Jean Lellelid
Raul & Marisol Galvan
Gerry & Jane Asmus
Mason Wheeler
Claudia Benson

March July November
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Jacob Holden
Dennis & Darlene Dokken
Kathy Apland
Christie Prussman
Ben & Shawna Asmus
Robert Marrabell (usher only)
April August December
Kristi Prunty
Linda Langner
Chad & Laura Gloege
Susan Helvig
Justin & Christina Wiemer
John & Kyleigh Cramer
Gary & Connie Englund

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at buccfinsec@brookings.net. Thank You!

Kristi Prunty, Dave Huebner, Sheila Ness, Rev. Teri Johnson, Jennifer Kemper, Kathy Apland and Christie Delfanian
Call to order, 5:15 p.m.
May minutes approved (Motion by Dave, second by Jennifer. Motion carried)
Treasurer’s report filed. Midwest Glass fixed the door to the education wing. Lawncare fund at $3379.
Old Business
VBS –July 29 through Aug. 2, 6 to 8 p.m. at Ascension Lutheran Church. Rev. Teri will announce and Jennifer will add info
to bulletin.
Planting grass in areas on either side of church entry – a work in progress. Flower, bushes and plants are free to whomever
wishes to dig them out. Jennifer will put this in the bulletins and newsletter.
New Business
Providing assistance to parishioners using BATA – Marge is most comfortable being accompanied by Darlene, so she prefers to attend only when Darlene is available.
Ad in SDSU Life section of Register – As was done last year, the council voted unanimously NOT to place an ad.
Weedeater – Dave will price them at Lowe’s. Motion by Jennifer, second by Dave to buy weedeater. Motion carried.
Policy to Reserve Church for Event – Kristi reminded the council of the policy passed in May 2016 regarding the use of the
church for an event. Members can schedule an event at the church for free by filling out the form, which is available in the
church office. Scheduling is on first-come basis; however, funerals take priority over all other events. Separate policies were
established for members and nonmembers and will be posted on the church website. They are available in the church office
for all those interested in scheduling events or reviewing the policy.
Standing Committees
Church home –
Dave is keeping up with conversation on Peace Garden. Once plans begin coming together, he will update the congregation.
Dave will visit with Jim Wilson re: where to position a new shed. Possible need to expand the parking lot should be part of the
consideration. Dave found a shed big enough for the mower for $800 at Lowe’s

Service of Prayer & Reflection
There will be a service of prayer, meditation and reflection in support of
immigrant and refugee families on Monday evening, July 2 at 7:00 pm at
the United Church of Christ, 828 8th St. S.
As we prepare to observe our nation’s independence and all of its freedoms and liberties, let us remember all those who are seeking a better
life and the same opportunities for themselves and their families. As
Christians, we are called to love our neighbors. The Bible is unambiguous in calling us to welcome aliens and strangers in our land, and to love
them as we love ourselves. In these times, let us listen to the voice of
the still-speaking God. Our time of worship together will focus on how
to respond in love and care.

Church Outreach –
Koinonia Rummage Sale scheduled for Friday, July 27, 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturday, July 28, 8 a.m. to noon in the education wing. Those dates/times are available. Kristi will get a reservation form to Marlene for the group to fill out.
Harvest Table - Sheila will get instruction from Darlene and Vonda at the Harvest Table to begin planning menu for Harvest Table
on Sept 24. The last Monday of the month typically draws more people.
Church life – We are in need to Sunday School teachers. Kristi will ask Marisol if she is interested in teaching next fall, but we will
need other volunteers to teach and substitute.
Church connections – Kathy will work on cards for birthdays and anniversaries. Christie will send email notifications re: council
meetings to Stuart for Kathy.
Next council meeting will be July 12 at 5:15 p.m.
Meeting adjourned, 6:03 p.m.

July 2018

New Member Class
If you missed the new member class in May, another one will be offered Wednesday night, July 18 at
7:00 pm at the church! We will share a light dessert as we learn more about the UCC denomination
and our local church.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

are partnering with them and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church to bring fun for children ages 4 through those en-

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

tering 6th grade this fall! All children are welcome and encouraged to attend and bring friends!

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

13

14

20

21

Summer Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School will be held July 29-August 2 from 6:00-8:00 pm at Ascension Lutheran Church as we

Lawn Care Offering

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Solidarity
Worship 10 am
Service
7 pm

A huge thank you to everyone who has given to our lawn care fund! To date we have approximately $3,680
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raised which has allowed us to buy a new mower and a trimmer and leaf blower!

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

9

10

11

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am

Council Mtg
5:15 pm

Flowers for the Taking
The Church Council has voted to remove the growth in front of the south side of the church by the main
entrance which means all of the flowers will be dug up. So if anyone would like to take some for your own
gardens please help yourself! After everything has been removed grass will be planted.

Koinonia Group Recognized
The Koinonia group was recently recognized for all the effort, love and service they provide for foster care
children in our community and surrounding counties.

15

16

17

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am

22

23

24

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

18

19

New Member
Class 7 pm

Something to
Chew On 6pm

25

26

27

28

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Koinonia
Group
Rummage
Sale
11 am—7 pm

Koinonia
Group
Rummage
Sale
8 am—1 pm

Rummage
sale set-up
1—6 pm

Worship 10 am

The Group is planning a Rummage Sale July 27 and July 28 with the funds raised going toward the purchase
of under garments for Foster Children for the coming school year!
The Rummage Sale will be Friday, July 27 from 11 am to 7 pm and Saturday July 28 from 8 am to 1 pm. The
Group will be accepting free will donations, kids and adult clothing, toys, games, books, jewelry, small tools
and miscellaneous items.
If you have any questions please call Marlene 693-6657 or 690-0360. The group will be at the church July 25
and July 26 from 1 pm to 6 pm to accept donations as well as Sunday July 22 after church!

12

29
Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am

VBS Starts
6—8 pm

30

31

VBS
6—8 pm

VBS
6—8 pm

Rummage sale
set-up
1—6 pm

Aug. 1

Aug 2

VBS
6—8 pm

VBS
6—8 pm

