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Continuing Our Journey
Dear Friends:
In all my years of ministry I never remember Lent starting on Valentine’s Day but I rather like
the idea for what better way to begin our forty days of self-examination than by starting on the
day focused on love? I believe people are hungry to hear and absorb the fact that God loves
everyone with no exceptions. In the adult study we will be starting on February 18th, the author
writes that “many people are frustrated in looking for a church home for when they check out
church websites all they see are detailed “statements of faith”, which are actually just statements of beliefs. Or they read “All are welcome,” but when they visit, they find that only those
who hold the same beliefs really fit. People are searching for a church that is focused on the
way of love and then practiced in reality what is posted online.

Brookings, SD 57006
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EastLake Community Church in Bothell, Washington described themselves on their website
like this: “It’s probably important to start by making it clear that we’re not the ones who ‘finally
got the Bible right.’ Neither do we possess the secret to life, exclusive access to God or “Seven
Steps to Satisfaction.” We are, however, powerfully drawn to the person of Jesus, his teaching
and even more so, his life and how he lived. So we are experimenting, and failing, and building a
community that collectively follows his Way; hoping, trusting and even doubting that it might
seed something beautiful in the world. Namely, full and abundant life for all creation. We think
the TRUTH about LIFE may just be LOVE and LOVE may just be the WAY.” This is a congregation
who realizes their future is open and full of possibilities and understand the role they are invited
to play in it.

605 697 2882
buccfinsec@brookings.net
WWW.BROOKINGSUCC.ORG

My prayer and dream is that as a congregation we will begin our Lenten experience grounded
in God’s love for each of us as we affirm God’s love for everyone. In these forty days as we look
inward, both individually and as a congregation, let us boldly proclaim that God is indeed doing a
new thing in our midst and each of us is invited to play a role in our future together!
Affirming Love as the Way,
Teri
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PLEASE JOIN US IN WELCOMING TERI AT AN OPEN
HOUSE FEBRUARY 17, 2018 FROM 5:30—7:30
Please Welcome Rev. Teri Johnson
At our Brookings UCC Annual meeting, Jan. 21, 2018, our congregation unanimously voted to call Rev. Teri
Johnson as our 40% time settled pastor. Thanks to the work of Dave Huebner and the Church council,, Teri
has been leading our services since July. Since that time our average attendance has more than doubled,
an active Sunday school program continues to grow, special programs for the youth have been conducted,
a choir is being formed, and many other positive things are happening.
Teri is fully employed at SDSU, so every minute that she gives us is a blessing. She likely will not be keeping
regular office hours, but she wants to be available for church members as much as possible. Please remember that her available time is limited. If you need to visit with her or otherwise need her time, please
give her as much notice as you can.
As founding moderator of our church, I have seen a lot of ups and downs in our church’s life. It has been a
long, long time since I have seen such enthusiasm and optimism. Please welcome Teri and thank her for
her dedication and commitment to our church. Thanks Teri!

Annual Meeting of Brookings UCC, Jan. 21, 2018
In attendance: Sheila Ness, Helen Anderson, Linda Langner, Norita and Leonard Henneman, Jennifer Kemper, Mar-

lene and Randy DeBoer, Jean Lellelid, Rev. Teri Johnson, Tami Stuart, Kristi Prunty, Marisol and Raul GalvanMurillo; Kathy Apland, Dave Huebner and Christie Delfanian

New Nursery
We are excited to announce that beginning Sunday, February 4th, there will a
nursery available during worship for infants/children. The nursery will be located in
the education unit and will be staffed by volunteers.

Meeting called to order, 10:54 a.m.

Sunday School Growth

Opening Prayer by Rev. Teri
2017 Annual Meeting Minutes approved (Motion by Jennifer and second by Norita)
Treasurer’s report/proposed 2018 budget –
Jennifer explained that finances look better than last year. Since July, have only been in the red in December because both quarterly insurance payment and the $2600 Our Church’s Wider Mission annual payment (based on
our membership and an offerings taken in; a percentage goes to UCC to do their programs nationwide. Otherwise
we have not been “in the red” since July 1.
Loan refinance – payment has now been reduced from $1200 to $498 per month. Refinance eliminated the balloon payment, which would have been due in 2 years, and extended loan to 15 years. Total loan refinance is
$65,000 at an interest rate of 4.45 percent. Church building and loan sent a $7200, which could be used to further
reduce loan principal. Discussion regarding whether to put this money down on principal or to use it to make
needed repairs to the church. Intent has been to keep paying the original $1200 payment. On top of that, each
month a church member pays an additional $250 per month toward the principal.

Discussion regarding those needs. The two furnaces need maintenance, as condensation tanks are not draining.
Randy talked to Langland and was advised that a Lennox repairman would need to do the work. Also have some
issues with moisture in two areas of the church. Marshalls are using their lawn mower to do the mowing and the
shed needs replacing.
The SDSU group will no longer be renting the two rooms that are going to be converted into a Sunday School
room and nursery; that was generating $285/month in rent. The church has been getting a $20,000 donation from
a benefactor each year, but continuing that is a decision the benefactor makes each year. A cash management account has a $20,000 balance; the general checking account has $30,000.

With so many children participating in Sunday school we will be splitting the age groups with
children ages 3-5 meeting in one room and children ages 6-11 meeting in another room.

Choir to Start!
Thanks to a gracious volunteer, there will be a choir starting this month! There will be
no weekly rehearsals but rather the choir will meet shortly before worship to rehearse.
If you are interested in joining please talk with Pastor Teri.

BUCC INCOME & EXPENSES — JANUARY 2018
TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
41800 · Building Fund
49500 · Tithes/Offerings
49710 · Sunday School
Total Income
Gross Profit

7,231.00
24,499.00
3.00
31,733.00
31,733.00

Expense
60000 · Advertising and Promotion

234.00

61000 · Building Payment

253.08

61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses

30.95

62700 · Evangelism and Special Events

52.97

Christie made motion to keep the $7200, but continue making the $1200 monthly loan payment, while finding out
what’s needed in terms of repairs and whether the $7200 will cover them. Second Kristi Prunty Amendment added at Jim’s suggestion that if the repairs are less than $7200, then the remainder will be applied to the loan principle.

63400 - Interest Expense

244.83

63900 · Snow Removal

223.66

64800 · Copier Lease

178.72

Motion carried with one member abstaining.

66500 · Postage and Delivery

Moderator’s report – Dave referred to short letter in the Annual Meeting program.
Vote to call Rev. Teri Johnson as our pastor. Motion by Kristy Prunty, second by Marlene DeBoer. Motion
carried unanimously.
(continued on next page)

64900 · Office Supplies
66000 · Payroll Expenses
66700 · Professional Fees
68100 · Telephone Expense
68600 · Utilities
69710 · Sunday School Expense
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

68.21
3,021.00
58.00
780.00
44.31
260.26
30.24
5,480.23
26,252.77

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
1

Robert Marrabell

2

Kristi Prunty

10 Tami Stuart
13 Kyleigh Cramer
18 Stuart Apland

24 Marjorie Kessler

Current HyVee Receipt
Total $101743.00

Ministry Teams 2018
January May Sept.
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Dave Huebner
Don & Nancy Marshall
Helen Andersen
Jihong Cole-Dai
February June October
Leonard & Norita
Henneman
Loye, Nathan, Tiana
Holmes
Christie Delfanian
Jean Lellelid
Raul & Marisol Galvan

March July November
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Jacob Holden
Dennis & Darlene Dokken
Christie Prussman
April August December
Kristi Prunty
Linda Langner
Chad & Laura Gloege
Susan Helvig
Justin & Christina Wiemer

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at buccfinsec@brookings.net. Thank You!

Minutes from the 2018 Annual Meeting (continued)
Rev. Teri addressed the meeting, saying this is an exciting time. She thanked everyone for their commitment to
the church. As was discussed in adult Sunday School, this is not about worships a set of belief but living the
way Jesus lived. She reminded the congregation that she does teach flltime at SDSU, but she’s available via
email and Jennifer passes telephone messages on to her. Jennifer will continue to man the office Tues-Friday
11-1.
Jim clarified that the contract designates the position as “40 percent with a tremendous amount of flexibility.
When we have a need, Teri will be there.”
New officers and commission chairs:

Moderator – Kristi Prunty
Returning officers – Treasurer Jennifer Kemper, Secretary Christie Delfanian
Church Commissions
Church Connection Report –Kathy Apland; Norita Henneman – noted has not been much activity
in regard to this lately.
Church Life Report – need volunteer; Marlene will work with ministry teams
Church Outreach Report –Sheila Ness
Marlene has arranged for UCC to serve at Harvest Table on June 11.
Church Home Report – Dave Huebner, working with Nathan Holmes

4th Annual Koinonia Craft & Bake Sale

Jim made a motion to accept the slate of officers and commission chairs, second by Jennifer. Motion carried.
Moving forward - suggestions regarding the role that we as a church want to play in our community.

Did you know there is a group in our church called the Koinonia
group? Koinonia is a Greek word that occurs 20 times in the Bible.
Koinonia’s primary meaning is “fellowship, sharing in common with
God and with others in community.” The Koinonia group meets on
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 2:00 pm at the church for
fellowship while working on different projects which go towards helping children in our community who are in the foster care system.
On Saturday, March 17, the Koinonia group will hold their 4th annual
craft and bake sale at the church from 9:00 am until 2:30 pm with all
proceeds going to help children in the foster care system. Along with
baked items and crafts, there will be a silent auction and a raffle for a
small quilted wall hanging. Be watching Sunday bulletins and next
month’s newsletter for more details.
For questions or info contact Marlene DeBoer at 693-6657 or 6900360.

Peace garden – during an Interfaith Council Meeting, the idea of a peace garden involved people of all faiths
within the community was suggested. We already have a beginning in the memorial garden. At this point, it is
simply an idea and Dave would like to know whether this is something that the congregation would like him to
explore. Linda asked about who would do the work of making the garden. Dave said those logistics have not
yet been discussed; likely the different groups involved would be responsible for developing their areas. Rev.
Teri said, “We are living in a time and world where having something like this at our church would really capture who we are as a congregation, something no other church in town is doing.” It opens up the possibilities
of collaboration with the university and students, possibly seminars. Kristy said she likes the idea but there will
need to be some guidelines and meetings to keep the congregation informed. Ruby suggested that the responsibility for this may be shared by several of the church commissions. Kristy made a motion to give Dave authority to pursue this idea, seconded by Randy. Motion carried.
Closing prayer by Rev. Teri.
Meeting adjourned 11:45 a.m.

FEBRUARY 2018

Lenten Opportunities for Growth
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means “spring”. The forty days represents the
time Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing to begin his ministry.
Lent is a time of repentance and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. It is a time to focus on our relationship with God with persons often choosing to give something up or
to volunteer and give of themselves for others.
The following opportunities will be offered in our church during Lent:

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

16

17

Ash Wednesday Worship: February 14 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary.
Lenten Adult Study: On Sunday, February 18 the adult class will begin the study, Way of Life. This study is
based on Brian McLaren’s book, The Great Spiritual Migration. The study examines how the world’s largest religion is seeking a better way to be Christian. “The Christian story, from Genesis until now, is fundamentally
about people on the move---outgrowing old, broken religious systems and embracing new, more redemptive
ways of life. It’s time to move again.” The adult class meets every Sunday at 9:00 am in the education unit and
everyone is welcome! Great discussions and fellowship occur!
Lenten Adventure: This program is for grade school children. Lenten Adventure will begin Wednesday, February 21 from 2:30 pm until 4:00 at the church and run through Wednesday, March 28. Each week children will
learn more about Lent through drama, games and other activities.
Be watching Sunday bulletins and the March newsletter for our Holy Week schedule.
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Council Mtg.
9 am

Worship 10 am

FROM THE MODERATOR
It is an exciting time for the Sunday school children and teachers; we have divided the children into three different classrooms.
We will have a nursery that is for 0-2 years that starts at 9:45 AM and is taught by Rachelle Starling. The young children’s room for
3-5 years taught by Marisol Galvan and the older children’s room for 6- up taught by Kristi Prunty, which starts after the pastor’s
childrens moment. The new classrooms will start February 4th.
I want to take this time to thank Dave Huebner and Marlene DeBoer for all their time and dedication to the church and the church
council. Dave took over as the moderator when no one else (including me) wanted the position during a bleak time for the church.
Dave and the search committee have given the church a bright future in finding Pastor Teri for our church. For succeeding in giving our church a renewed life, I am sincerely grateful.
Marlene will continue to head up the Koinonia group even though she stepped down from the council. The group has made an
impact with the Foster children in showing them that there are people who care for them even if they do not know them. The
children need unconditional love and support; Marlene and the group have the gentleness and sincerity the children need.
We welcome Shelia Ness onto the church council, she is taking over Marlene’s position.
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For Lent
2:30—4:00

Welcome
Open House
For Pastor
Teri
5:30—7:30

Koinonia 2pm

23

24

