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Continuing Our Journey

Happy New Year, Friends!

Brookings, SD 57006

For many of us Christmas is now a past memory and we are back to routine as usual. Even with
the Christmas decorations still illuminating our homes and neighborhoods it is tempting to fall
back into the old ways of hopelessness and self-interest, and ‘reduce our scope of interest to
those who share our lifestyle, belief systems, and neighborhoods.’ We need to be reminded
that God is with us and in us. We can encounter God in ordinary life as much as in “sacred”
times and spaces. We need an epiphany, a revealing and an inspiring.
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We will soon enter the season of Epiphany! It is the season of magi, baptism, and God’s presence in unexpected places. Epiphany reminds us that the Christ child is born anew each moment and each moment can be an Epiphany, an unveiling of the holy in everyday life.
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The Epiphany story found in the gospel of Matthew tells us that the magi “left for their own
country by another road.” When you think about it that happens to us quite frequently as we
make plans and have to adjust to new insights and intuitions. God’s Spirit intervenes in our
dreams or hunches and our plans must be reconstructed for another possibility. As Rev. Bruce
Epperly writes: “Sometimes, we get to choose the other road. Other times, it is thrust upon us
by unexpected election results, job loss, illness, divorce, national upheaval, or natural disaster.
We have to re-write our life-scripts, plan alternative futures, and go forward not fully knowing
where our path will lead.” All of us at some point along this journey we call life may have to turn
around, letting go of one future to embrace another.
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In this New Year uncertainty hangs over our country, as many wonder what road our leaders will
take. What does the future hold with regards to climate change, human rights and equality,
health-care, and immigration? What does the future hold for our individual lives? Our family’s
lives?
Epiphany reminds us that we are on another road and we have to find ‘our own stars to guide
us’. The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that we must not allow our fears of darkness to dampen our
lights. Our light has come and it is for everyone. Epperly writes: “Paul proclaims the mystery of
God that reaches out to the Gentile world. Today’s Gentiles are immigrants, Muslims,
transgendered persons, and the forgotten working poor.
Epiphany calls us to chart another course! Will we take another path to bring the Christ-child
into our daily lives in 2018?
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In Peace,
Teri

The BUCC kids were busy during the month of December. During Advent Adventure the kids were busy
not only having fun with Pastor Teri, but also preparing a skit for the December 17 service. They completed their adventure on December 19 with a pizza party at Pizza Ranch!
The Sunday School practiced and prepared special music for Christmas. They sang Christmas Songs in
both English and Spanish. Thanks to all of our kids for a great program!
The kids have also had homemade doggy treats available for a free will donation, with all donations going to the Brookings Regional Humane Society. They have raised approximately $40.
A very big thank you to our Sunday School Teachers: Kristi Prunty, Marisol Galvan, and Rachelle Starling

Annual Meeting
The congregational Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 21st immediately following our worship service. This is a very important
meeting and everyone is encouraged to attend as we look ahead to future ministries in the life of our congregation! All Member & Friends of
the church are welcome and encouraged to attend!

BUCC INCOME & EXPENSES — DECEMBER 2017
TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
41800 · Building Fund

485.00

49460 · Christmas Fund

175.00

49500 · Tithes/Offerings

6,585.00

Total Income
Gross Profit

7,070.00
7,070.00

Expense
61000 · Building Payment

1,044.43

61410 · OCWM

2,600.00

61420 · Christmas Fund

175.00

61430 · One Great Hour of Sharing

150.00

61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses
63300 · Insurance Expense

30.95
1,681.25

63400 · Interest Expense

223.25

64800 · Copier Lease

183.85

66000 · Payroll Expenses

1,719.00

66700 · Professional Fees

920.00

68100 · Telephone Expense
68600 · Utilities
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income

42.43
234.60
9,004.76
-1,934.76
-1,934.76

NOTE: In December we had some annual expenses that are paid
as well as our quarterly insurance payment. The annual expenses include our $2600 OCWM that is part of our 5 for 5 UCC contributions.

January
BIRTHDAYS
1

Jackson Holden

3

Elecsia Dokken

12 Christie Delfanian
13 Helen Andersen
18 Don Marshall

23 Katie Marshall

Minutes from the December Council Meeting

Ministry Teams 2018

Minutes for Council Meeting Dec. 6, 7 p.m. at Teri’s house, 1331 Forest Street

January May Sept.
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Dave Huebner
Don & Nancy Marshall
Helen Andersen
Jihong Cole-Dai
February June October
Leonard & Norita
Henneman
Loye, Nathan, Tiana
Holmes
Christie Delfanian
Jean Lellelid
Raul & Marisol Galvan

March July November
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Jacob Holden
Dennis & Darlene Dokken
Christie Prussman
April August December
Kristi Prunty
Linda Langner
Chad & Laura Gloege
Susan Helvig
Justin & Christina Wiemer

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at buccfinsec@brookings.net. Thank You!

How Would You Feel
If God gave us the same amount of time and attention we devote to him?
If God put as many things ahead of us as we put
ahead of him?
If God offered as many excuses as we do and if
the excuses were not more justifiable than
ours?

Dave Huebner, Jennifer Kemper, Rev. Teri Johnson and Christie Delfanian
Call to order, 7:13 p.m.
Minutes approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Jennifer signed paper for building refinance. Loan will be for $65,000, based on payments
over the last months, the principal is $56,300 approx., so Church Building and Loan will send us a check for
$7,300, which we will deposit and then send them a check to pay the same amount on the principal. That will
get us to the correct principal amount. Treasurer’s report approved.
Waterline and hydrant have been installed, per memorial donation from Holmes in honor of Larry. Just need to
drill a hole in east bathroom and run pipes to complete this.
Former pastor’s fund to which pastors donated honorariums contained approx. $300 and was moved into the
general fund.
Our church has traditionally given $2600 to OCWM as part of the five-for-five commitment. Motion carried to
do so this year – check must be dated before end of 2017.
No standing commission reports – Nominees to fill vacancies on these commissions for 2018 have come forward and will be voted on at Annual Meeting Jan. 21.
Old Business

Thanksgiving meal fed 131-140 people. Jennifer received bill form Shopper, not Register yet. Dave will take
care of Register bill
Social media-website – The Marshalls have the log-in for the website, but will need Facebook login. Dave will
post Christmas event on FB; info on Christmas services needs to be put on main web page. We need someone
to take photos for Advent Kids drama on Dec. 17.
New Business
Christmas service – 3 special music performances are scheduled.
Annual Meeting is January 21. We will have a potluck after the service and then the meeting. An agenda will be
put together and notification will go out in the Jan. newsletter, as well as in bulletins in Jan.
Next council meeting will be Jan. 14 at 9 a.m. at the church.
Meeting adjourned 8 p.m.

If God’s promises were no more certain than
ours?
If God withheld his blessing from us as we
withhold our offering to Him?

JANUARY 2018

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
If you missed the Christmas Eve candlelight service you missed a Service that was
so very spiritually moving it brought tears to more than a few eyes.
For anyone who has lost a loved one during the Christmas season you know how
very difficult it can be to celebrate and be joyful. I promised myself, that no matter what, I was going to find the hope, joy and love this season is all about. It only
takes a small spark for the fire of hope to ignite. That spark was lit for me as a result of the love and support of friendships that have started and grown with members of our church family.
As we started 2017 and even before, our fire of hope was burning very low. Again
God was right on time in giving us a spark of hope by sending us Pastor Teri. She
has definitely ignited our fire of hope as a church family. Once again, because of
her spark, we again know the joy of welcoming and making new friends in our
church family.
She has lit the fire, but it will take all of us to keep it going and growing!
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