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Continuing Our Journey

Dear Friends

Brookings, SD 57006

Most people have heard the joke about the two men who were stranded on a desert island.
One seemed cheerful and upbeat. The other was nervous and dispirited. The second man
spoke first: “Why are you so happy? Don’t you know we’ll never be found? We’ll both surely
die on this forsaken island.”

828 8th Street South

“Cheer up,” replied the first man. “We’ll be just fine. My church pledge is due next week, I
know the finance committee will find me!”
It is that time of the year when we pause to take stock of our lives, to think deeply about our
priorities, to reflect on our relationships with others and with our church, to discern how the
Holy Spirit is moving in our lives. Some ministers shy away from this time of the year…from the
annual stewardship drive…but I actually look forward to it! Let me say up front that Consecration Sunday will be November 19th and an invitation to pledge along with an estimate of giving
card…giving of your time, your resources and your talent… will be mailed out soon! Let me also
be up front and say there are circumstances where I invite you to tear up your pledge card!
Here are a few of those circumstances:

605 697 2882
buccfinsec@brookings.net
WWW.BROOKINGSUCC.ORG

First, it is time to tear up your pledge card if you believe the church is no longer making a
difference, isn’t saying anything fresh and challenging. If the church is simply a fine, upstanding
institution in our community; if the church is simply a place where you hold your membership,
rarely visit and fits in the same category as the Red Cross or the United Way, then you should
probably tear up your pledge card.
Second, you should probably tear up your pledge card if giving is a chore and not a joy. That
is if giving your time, talent and money are laborious and met with grumbling.
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Third, you should probably tear up your pledge card when the reality of God no longer has a
claim upon your life.
So, there you have it….three signs, three reasons NOT to fill out a pledge card!
What we are finally about at pledge time is discipleship. The bottom line is not about the
budget’s bottom line, but about discipleship. The church must not be budget-driven, but rather
Spirit-driven. This time of the year reminds us to ask ourselves if we are living the way God is
calling us to live. That’s what needs to happen to us at least once a year. We think more deeply
about our priorities. This is a time to center ourselves anew upon kingdom living, and upon God.
Stewardship is about our faith long before it’s about our money.
We shall not just skim the surface! We will not simply go through the motions of signing a
little card, dropping it in an offering plate and going on our way! We will discern, we will pray,
and we will ask: “God, what is my role as your disciple right now at this time in my life?”
I look forward to our shared stewardship journey!
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buccfinsec@brookings.net

Teri

Thanks to some of our BUCC four legged family for
coming to the Pet Blessing ! All of the pets were very
good and enjoyed the fellowship with their BUCC family. Treats were served and enjoyed by all of the pets!

Our congregation will again be hosting a community
Thanksgiving meal. There is no charge for the meal, however free will donations are accepted with this year’s proceeds going to our church administrator, Jennifer Kemper,
who recently lost her home to Hurricane Harvey in Port Arthur, Texas.

1.
2.

Bowzer & Daisy Johnson

4.
5.

Please join us for good food and fun, and help Jennifer rebuild in South Dakota!
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: One must be poor to know the luxury of giving!

6.

7.
Jackson Kemper

8.
9.

FEEDING BROOKINGS
We are collecting turkey gravy packets for the Thanksgiving Dinners
that Feeding Brookings distributes. We need to collect 200 packets.
You can put them in the pan on the table in the back of the church!

Help Fill Our Baskets
During this time of Thanksgiving, please remember those who need a helping hand at times. We have 3 baskets that we need to fill for the groups in
our community who regularly distribute food items to those in need. Please
help fill our baskets for Feeding Brookings, The Food Pantry, and The Harvest Table. After you have gone shopping to help fill the baskets don’t forget to turn in your HyVee receipts. Our current total is $79,144.56!

3.

Nine Words Women Use—A Lesson for Men
Fine: This is the word women use to end an argument when
they are right and you need to shut up!
Five Minutes: If she is getting dressed, this means a half an
hour. Five minutes is only 5 minutes if you have just been given 5 more minutes to watch the game before helping around
the house.
Nothing: This is the calm before the storm. This means
something, and you should be on your toes. Arguments that
begin with nothing usually end in fine.
Go Ahead: This is a dare, not permission. Don’t Do It!
Loud Sigh: This is actually a word, but is a non-verbal statement often misunderstood by men. A loud sigh means she
thinks you are an idiot and wonders why she is wasting her
time standing here and arguing with you about nothing. (refer
back to #3 for the meaning of nothing)
That’s Okay: This is one of most dangerous statements a
women can make to a man. That’s ok means she wants to
think long and hard before deciding how and when you will pay
for your mistake.
Thanks: A woman is thanking you, do not question, or faint.
Just say you’re welcome.(I want to add in a clause here—This
is true, unless she says ’Thanks a lot’ - that is PURE sarcasm
and she is not thanking you al all. DO NOT say ’you’re welcome’..that will bring on a ’whatever’)
Whatever: Is a woman’s way of saying...Go to H#*$!
Don’t worry about it, I got it; Another dangerous statement,
meaning this is something that a woman has told a man to do
several times, but is now doing it herself. This will later result
in a man asking ’What’s wrong?’ For the woman’s response
refer to #3.

Thanks to Dave Huebner for putting our sign back up!

Avalon St. James & Angie Dokken

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
8 Kali Ward
9 Torie Dokken
21 Lilly May Chang
23 Alyssa Laufman

25 Jean Lellelid
28 Doug Ward
30 Myrna Huebner

Ministry Teams 2017
January July
Kathy Apland
Steve & Kristi Prunty
Darlene Dokken (2)
February
August
Don & Nancy Marshall
Loye Holmes
March September
Susan Helvig
Dave Huebner
Jean Lellelid
Linda Langner
Helen Andersen

April October
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Leonard &
Norita Henneman
Jihong Cole-Dai
May
November
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Christine Prussman
Christina & Justin Weimer
June December
Jacob Holden
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Chad & Laura Gloege
Christine Delfanian

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at brookingsucc@brookings.net. Thank You!

Minutes from the October Council Meeting
Treasurer’s Report—Even with the quarterly insurance payment, we are ahead
by about $46 this month. Savings account money has been transferred to the
MMDA account, which has a higher interest rate, and the savings account was
closed.
Dave Huebner and crew took out the other cedar tree by the front door and
gave the hedges a haircut. Still have some repairs to do.
The Sunday School room has been painted and cleared out so space is more
workable for the children.
Underwear items are being sorted for the foster children.
We will be getting a new copier/printer that will better serve our needs for the
same monthly fee as the one we have. The new one will have more features!
November 5th is “clean the closets” day. There will be potluck after service so
we will all have the strength needed for cleaning and reorganizing the closets!
Plans are being made for the Thanksgiving dinner we will serve.
BUCC Octorber Income & Expense

TOTAL

Ordinary Income/Expense

Remember to “Fall Back” and set your
clocks back one hour before retiring on
Saturday, November 4. Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November
5!!! YIPPEE!!!

We will be starting our annual stewardship drive so
watch your mail for information and pledge cards!
Communion will be on November 19th in conjunction
with Consecration Sunday!

Income
41800 · Building Fund
49500 · Tithes/Offerings
Total Income
Gross Profit
61000 · Building Payment
63300 Insurance Expense
62500 Dues and Subscriptions



Brother Lamar has gone on to be the Lord.

66500 Postage and Delivery



If you choose to heave during the Postlude, please do so quietly.

67100—Rent Expense

64900 Office Supplies
66000 Payroll Expenses
66700 · Professional Fees
67200· Repairs and Maintenance



Our next song is “Angels We Have Heard Get High”

88.50
149.89

Applications are now being accepted for 2 year-old nursery workers.

Hymn: I am Thin, O Lord.

30.95
1,610.50

64800 Copier Lease





1,038.63

229.05

If you would like to make a donation, fill out a form, enclose a chick and drip in the collection basket.

A song fest was hell at the Methodist church Wednesday.

6,116.00

63400 Interest Expense





6,116.00

Expense
61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses

From Actual Church Bulletins….We All Make Mistakes So Laugh With Us Not At Us!

285.00
5,831.00

68100 · Telephone Expense
68600 · Utilities
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Net Income

107.55
2,587.00
49.00
750.00
20.00
156.98
44.03
248.78
5,500.36
615.64
615.64

Events and Activities

NOVEMBER 2017

World Community Day ~ 2017
Church Women United will celebrate World Community Day on November 3rd, 2017 at the
Brookings United Church of Christ, 828 8th St., S., Brookings, SD at 2:00 pm. Our 2017 theme
focus is “Kindling New Fires For Peace.” All Christian men and women are invited to come to
this celebration!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Update from the SD Conference Special Meeting
The search committee’s recommendation to extend a call to Rev. Brigit Stevens was affirmed at the special UCC SD conference meeting on Oct. 14 in Chamberlain.
Rev. Stevens will lead the transition to a Tri-State Conference composed of SD, IA, and NE.
She is currently associate conference minister for IA. She will officially begin her duties
Jan. 1, 2018; however, the SD office will remain open until Oct. 2018. Rev. Gordon Rankin
will be serving the SD Conference through Dec. 31.
Rev. Steven’s says she is both gratified and terrified! She sees the enormous responsibility
she will have but notes that she cannot do it alone, and will need support from all congregations and all 3 conferences. She characterizes the formation of the Tri-State Conference
as being open to “what if” as we move forward together when many churches are struggling.
She emphasized that we are breaking new ground as we build the Tri-State Conference.
We need to thank Christie Delfanian for attending and giving us this report. Thank you also to Kathy Apland and Norita Henneman for attending the meeting in Chamberlain.
We also owe and very big THANK YOU to Rev. Gordon Rankin for all of his guidance
through a difficult transition at the beginning of this year. I am sure he would appreciate a
note via mail or email (grankin@sodakucc.org) thanking him for all of his help!

A Historical Note From Our Moderator
We will have a modern Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner...but the original was quite different. When I went to Plymouth Village a few years ago they said that eel, duck & venison were the main dishes for the original Thanksgiving meal, along with corn meal mush,
corn bread & sukatash. I do not think that would go over well today… Lincoln introduced
the turkey & potatoes during the Civil War. Martha Washington is credited with inventing
Fruit Pies...before that, pie was a form of preserving soups & stews with meat in a heavy
lard crust. The Pilgrims had no wheat flour or white sugar, but possibly maple sugar.
They had duck eggs & pumpkin to make a custard without milk. Cows & Bees came years later. Some spices like cinnamon & nutmeg may have gone with them in their voyage to the
new world. So give Thanks everyone for we have truly been blessed.
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Potluck and
Inside cleanup
After church on
November 5

5

Something to
Chew On 6pm

6

7
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Adult Sunday
School 9 am

9

10

11

17

18

24

25

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

12

Set Your
Clocks
Back Daylight Savings Ends

Koinonia
Group 2 pm
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16

Council Mtg
9 am

Koinonia
Group 2 pm

Sunday School
10:30 am

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am
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Adult Sunday
School 9 am

*Communion

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

26
Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am
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Thanksgiving
Dinner Served
11—1

will be the
19th
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Something to
Chew On 6pm

