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Continuing Our Journey
Dear Friends,
Church growth consultants, Paul Nickerson and Jim Griffiths back in 2005 stated that in
20 years all the unhealthy churches would be dead. They will have run out of money
and out of people, and only the churches that had figured out relevancy and authenticity and healthy communication would be left. Another way to look at it would be to say
something like 80% of our mainline Christian churches will be dead, and they don’t even
know it yet! There is something ineffably sad about this idea. It’s like staring at a sky
full of stars, only some of those stars don’t know the truth; though we can still see their
light, they’re already gone.

Brookings, SD 57006
828 8th Street South

Nickerson and Griffiths said this means time is short. A pastor shares how a parishioner
gave her a Beany Baby snail, symbolic of how slow the church moves when it has life
changing decisions to make. Please hear this is not a fear tactic but rather to communicate a sense of urgency around renewal and change!
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We are an inviting, accepting and authentic congregation! We are human and we function like all humans. We are humans who believe in God, or want to believe in God
more. We want to be a real church where we can bring our whole selves. A church
where when we worship together we leave it all on the field. A church where we can
laugh all of our laughter and cry all our tears and ask the hardest questions and feel that
the Holy Spirit shows up with great regularity. A church where when we show up we get
the courage or wisdom we need to make healthy changes in our lives.
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We have much to celebrate! Sunday school for children began last month and the first
Sunday ten children attended! An adult book study has started and a children’s sermon
during worship has taken off! We continue to have new faces each Sunday and as the
new pastor I look forward to meeting congregational members who have either left the
church or taken a long vacation! I welcome your feedback and would love to hear your
dreams and visions for our church! We can’t do everything at once but we must look for
the next opening God is giving us, and move into it! I hope you will join me!
Teri

Email:
buccfinsec@brookings.net

Just a reminder if you are going to be away for a period of time don’t forget
your pledges/tithes. They can be mailed to the church or you can setup automatic withdrawals. See Jennifer in the church office for the forms. It takes all
of us to keep moving forward on our new journey.

BUCC September Income & Expense
TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense

HARVEST TABLE:
A warm-no-cost meal served every Monday night from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the
First United Methodist Community Life
Center, The meal is offered for anyone in
the community looking for good food and
fellowship! If you have questions, contact Vonda
Kirkham, Harvest Table Director, 692 4345.

Income
41800 · Building Fund
49500 · Tithes/Offerings
Total Income
Gross Profit

570.00
5,133.00
5,703.00
5,703.00

Expense
61000 · Building Payment
61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses
63300 · Insurance Expense

1,033.79
30.95
1,610.50

63400 · Interest Expense

233.89

64800 · Copier Lease

143.63

64900 · Office Supplies

124.42

66000 · Payroll Expenses

1,438.00

66700 · Professional Fees

700.00

67800 · Small Tools and Equipment

61.82

68100 · Telephone Expense

42.62

68600 · Utilities
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

236.15
5,655.77
47.23
47.23

Net Income

A Few Things to Think About


When you start to think you are important—try ordering someone else’s
dog around.
 When you give lessons in meanness to people or animals, don’t be surprised if they learn them.
 When you start to throw your weight around, be prepared to have it
thrown by someone else.
 It’s a mistake to drive black cattle in the dark.

Current HyVee Receipt Total $51756.69

If you have participated in the weekly Harvest Table, you know that it is more than a
hot meal for those in need. They also distribute food stuffs and supplies for families
to get through the week, such as soap,
toothpaste, diapers and baby wipes to name
a few. The number of people being served
each week has grown significantly over the
last few years. In July 285 people were
served a hot meal, grocery items were distributed to 145 households, 110 packages of
diapers and baby wipes were handed out to
families all at no cost to the families. The
cupboards are BARE!! The Harvest Table is
desperately in need of supplies. Nonperishable foods, (canned goods, pasta, rice,
peanut butter, beans, cereal, baby food, formula, fruits and juice, canned meat and
other pantry staples), personal care items
(soap, toothpaste and brushes, shampoo,
mouthwash), baby supplies (diapers and baby wipes are especially needed), paper goods
(paper towels, toilet paper). The needs run
the gamut. If you need it for your house, the
Harvest Table probably needs it as well. If
you aren’t sure what is most needed, money
is always “the right size and color.” With
your tax-deductible donations, the Harvest
Table staff can shop for what is needed the
most.

FEEDING
BROOKINGS
Bags of food are distributed
every Thursday from 4:00—5:00 p.m. at the
Ascension Lutheran Church
2030 3rd Street

692-6565

August food items:
Pasta/Rice, Helpers--Hamburger,
Chicken, Tuna, Instant Oatmeal

217 4TH Street
BROOKINGS, SD 57006
605.692.5007
IMMEDIATE NEEDS:

Breakfast Cold Cereal
Beef Stew
Chili with Beans
Spaghetti Sauce/Pasta
Rice or Pasta sides
Hamburger Helper
Chicken & Tuna Helper
Quick Oatmeal
Pantry is open:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
1:00 - 4:30pm

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
10 Darlene Ward
15 Marah Dobrenski
24 JoAnn Brodersen-Lee
30 Josh Ward

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARY
28 Randy & Marlene
DeBoer

Ministry Teams 2017
January July
Kathy Apland
Steve & Kristi Prunty
Darlene Dokken (2)
February
August
Don & Nancy Marshall
Loye Holmes
March September
Susan Helvig
Dave Huebner
Jean Lellelid
Linda Langner
Helen Andersen

April October
Jim & Joanne Satterlee
Leonard &
Norita Henneman
Jihong Cole-Dai
May
November
Jim & Ruby Wilson
Christine Prussman
Christina & Justin Weimer
June December
Jacob Holden
Randy & Marlene DeBoer
Chad & Laura Gloege
Christine Delfanian

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts,
Please contact the church office 605.697.2882
Or at brookingsucc@brookings.net. Thank You!

Minutes from the September Council Meeting
Treasurer reported that we are in the black this month...income was
greater than expenses for the month. Council voted to transfer
funds in the savings account to our MMDA account because the interest rate is higher on the MMDA.
Some maintenance is needed on the church exterior where the siding
meets the brick and we have a section by the west door that has
mold due to moisture. Jennifer will contact one of the “Chew” attendees who has helped out in the past.
Craft group is working on scarves for the foster kids; they will be
purchasing any remaining underwear needed to complete “Undie
Sunday” orders.
Decision was made not to have Empty Bowls this year.
The brick fundraiser was discussed further—more information will
be gathered before any plan can be formulated.

Special dedication of food items~
During each month we collect food for three special ministries that distribute
food to those in need. These include “Feeding Brookings” “The Food Pantry” and “The Harvest Table”. There are receptacles and carts to receive each
of these offerings. That food will be dedicated each 3rd Sunday and will be
distributed shortly after that. Help us to have nice full bins to share and dedicate.

Jennifer found the cost of leasing the copier is less than we would
spend on toner and maintenance if we owned one. She will price
machines that use a memory stick and scan documents, as well as a
color option with Century in Brookings and A & B in Sioux Falls and
bring estimates to next meeting.
Adult Sunday school at 9 am and Children’s Sunday school after the
children’s sermon began on Sept. 17. “Speaking Christian” books for
adult Sunday school are available for $10. No adult Sunday School
on Oct. 1 due to 9 am council meeting.

Events and Activities

OCTOBER 2017

From The Moderator
Things are looking good at BUCC. It is nice to see and meet new people every Sunday. On Saturday
we took out the Cedar Tree west of the front door as it was rubbing on the roof and the foundation.
We also cut back the hedges in the front, however, there is still a lot of work to do on the flower beds.
The Sunday school classroom was painted and we would like to give a big THANK YOU to Dave Dykhouse for all of his help with that. We are planning an “inside the church” cleanup day/potluck after
church on November 5th.
We will not be having Empty Bowls this year, but we will still serve Thanksgiving Dinner. We will definitely need help with that. We have done a new lease to upgrade our copier/printer. We also did a
refinance on our building loan to lower the monthly payment and eliminate the balloon payment. We
all need to thank Jennifer for all of the work she did to make that happen and keep us all up to date
on our finances.

The New Tri-State Conference
As you may or may not be aware, there have been a changes in the State UCC Conference
that were voted on at the State Conference BUCC hosted in June. Rather than individual
State Conferences we now have a Tri-State Conference consisting of South Dakota, Iowa and
Nebraska.
On October 14 there will be a meeting in Chamberlain to provide information on the new Tri
-State Conference and to introduce the ECM Candidate for Executive Conference Minister of
the Tri Conference. There will also be a vote for confirmation of the candidate that has been
selected. The candidate is Rev. Brigit Stevens. We have received a biography for Rev. Stevens and you can contact the church office if you would like more information.

Sunday School
Sunday School has begun and the children are having a great time learning about
Samuel and their new church friends. We have had 9 children attend the last 3 weeks
and would encourage all children to come and check out the classes. The teachers
read some to the children, do arts and crafts that reflects on the reading and the children have snack time to talk to each other. If anyone wants to look up what material
we are using, it is called “The Deep Blue”. The Sunday School teachers include Marisol Galvan Murillo, Rachelle Starling and Kristi Prunty.
Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School meets at 9 am, except on Council Mtg. Sunday. We are
reading and discussing Marcus Borg’s book “Christian Speak”. We will be
covering chapters 3, 4 and 5 when we resume on October 8th! So come join
us on Sunday morning in the Education Wing. Check with the church office
for a book!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

29

30

Koinonia
Group 2 pm

Council Mtg
9 am

Worship 10 am
Something to
Chew On 6pm

Sunday School
10:30 am

8

9

10

11

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

15

12

16

17

18

19

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Koinonia
Group 2 pm

Sunday School
10:30 am

Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am

22

23

24

Adult Sunday
School 9 am

25

26
Something to
Chew On 6pm

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

29
Adult Sunday
School 9 am

Worship 10 am
Sunday School
10:30 am

30

31

28
Something to
Chew On 6pm

