
TOTAL OCCUPATION WITH HIS LOVELY SON 

              His Son, Jesus, is to be the very center and source of our living. In His own way, as we are rightly 
occupied with Him, God is at liberty to operate on our problems. “Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:6-
7). 
              I can almost hear someone asking, “Does this mean if we ignore our problems, they will go 
away?” On occasion that may happen, but that is not God’s solution. In turning our heart to gaze upon 
the Lord, we are – so to speak – granting Him permission to adjust and correct whatever He sees to be 
out of line with His purpose. 
 
DR. A.W. TOZER TELLS OF HIS PURSUIT 
 Those who knew him and enjoyed his unique ministry will recall how he insisted that, “Faith is 
our gaze upon a saving God. It is not a once-done act, but the continuous gaze of the heart at the triune 
God. 
 “While we are looking at God, we do not see ourselves – blessed riddance. The man who has 
struggled to purify himself and has had nothing but repeated failures will experience real relief when he 
stops tinkering with his soul and looks away to the Perfect One. While he looks at Christ, the very things 
he has to long been trying to do will be getting done within him. It will be God working in him to will and 
to do. 
              “When the habit of inwardly gazing Godward becomes fixed within us, we shall be ushered into 
a new level of spiritual life more in keeping with promises of God and the mood of the New Testament. 
The triune God will be our dwelling place even while our feet walk the low road of simple duty here 
among men. We will have found life’s summum bonum indeed.” 
 
EVEN JACOB FOUND THE WAY 
 After Jacob’s memorable encounter with God he built an altar which he called Beth-el, meaning 
the house of God (Gen 35:1). 
 Sometime later, having discovered the emptiness of all earthly things, and having been 
conquered and blessed by God – in an hour of spiritual agony –be renamed the place El-beth-el, which 
means “the God of the house of God” (Gen 35:7). Historically the place was always known as Beth-el, 
but in Jacob’s awakened heart it was not to be El-beth-el. 
 The change is significant. Jacob had shifted his emphasis from the house, to the One whom he 
met there. God Himself now took the center of his interest. He had at last been “converted” from a 
place to God Himself. A most blessed conversion! 
 Many Christians never get beyond serving the cause, the project, the “things” they are 
developing for God. God is in their thoughts, but He is not first. Somehow their building the house of 
God (Bethel) has become first. There has been no intention for this to happen, yet unwittingly that good 
thing they are building for God has come to eclipse Him. 
 Perhaps there is someone reading this who has unknowingly allowed some good “cause” to take 



center stage. I know! For years, I labored to produce a spiritual house for God: Bethel was my goal. Yet 
instead of a house I saw only scattered piles of living stones here and there. What frustration to “see” 
and yet not produce! The more determined I was to produce a Bethel for God, the more elusive it 
became. Then…one day He showed me the altar at El-beth-el. That day I returned to my TRUE 
OCCUPATION, putting God first, and His house second. For the first time those words of Jesus took on 
new meaning: “I will build my church….” I knew Him as my Life and as the Truth, but He was also to 
become THE WAY. 
 
TOZER EXPLAINS THE BALANCE 
 “Faithfulness to the local church is a good thing. The true Christian will, by a kind of spiritual 
instinct, find a body of believers somewhere, identify him/herself with it and try by every proper means 
to promote its growth and prosperity. And that, we repeat, is good. But when the church becomes so 
large and important that it hides God from our very eyes, it is no longer a good thing. Or better say that 
it is a good thing wrongly used. For the church was never intended to substitute  for God. Let us 
understand that as every local church embraces El-beth-el, the right balance will be found and 
maintained: God first and His house second.” 
 Finally, we must see that all things – problems, pressures, people, circumstances, conditions, 
even worthwhile causes – all must be evicted from center-stage, or we will develop a soul-fixation. We 
can judge our spiritual growth pretty accurately by observing the total emphasis of our heart-gaze. 
Where is my primary interest? It is Beth-el or El-beth-el? Is it the Church or my Lord? Is it my ministry or 
my God? My creed or my Christ? My healing or my Healer? My blessed experience or my Blesser? We 
are spiritual or carnal just as we are pre-occupied with the “house” or with our TRUE OCCUPATION: the 
God of the house. 
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