
  

2013 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE NEWSLETTER 

Dear Dance Enthusiast, 

Our 2013-2014 season is upon us already and the Dance Alliance needs you. Why? To ensure that we 

can continue our work to support local dancers. After reading highlights of our past season, I know you 

will feel compelled to help us fulfill our mission. 

The Dance Alliance is a local 501-C (3) nonprofit organization formed in 1999. The Dance Alliance 

supports Montana dancers by: 

 Providing monetary support for dancers to attend professional dance programs 

 Sponsoring dance productions and performance opportunities 

 Educating dance students through workshops and master classes 

We awarded 11 summer intensive scholarships this year representing three dance studios, including 

Montana Ballet Company, The Dance Center, and Yellowstone Ballet Company. Particularly unique is 

the story of Jurnee Armstrong, an Irish dancer who no longer has a teacher in town. With our help, she 

attended summer camp at the Rince na Chroi School of Irish Dance in St. Paul, Minnesota. While 

Jurnee’s case was certainly atypical, a common thread for promising young dancers is the prohibitive 

cost of training outside the borders of Montana. In every case, our scholarships gave local dancers the 

opportunity to further their training by attending programs offered by internationally recognized dance 

companies.  

Our sponsorship of Tutu Cool at The Ellen once again provided the funds to pay choreographers for 

their inspiring work. Tutu Cool presents the community with dance forms rarely seen in Bozeman. This 

year’s performance showcased two contemporary companies—Terpsicore from Billings and 

Headwaters Dance Co. from Missoula. Lyrical and classical ballet pieces were also choreographed and 

staged by local dancers. Your gift will help us continue to bring these performances to the Bozeman 

stage. 

We provided an extraordinary opportunity for dance education by organizing a modern dance 

workshop by Repertory Dance Theatre (RDT) from Salt Lake City. Sixteen local dancers attended the 

two-day workshop and, for many of them, it was their first exposure to modern dance. Four dancers 

were so inspired that they travelled to Salt Lake in July for RDT’s five-day summer intensive program. 

We are thrilled to announce our first business sponsor, Schnee’s Boots and Shoes. Schnee’s is now 

selling ballet shoes and dance wear. They have generously offered to donate 5% of all dance gear sales 

to the Dance Alliance. The next time you visit Schnee’s, please thank them for their support. 

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING DREAMS 

Please join or renew your Dance Alliance membership or for the 2013-2014 season. The Dance 

Alliance is a 100% volunteer-run organization with proceeds of your donations going directly to local 

dancers. Memberships begin at $25 per year. A $50 membership includes a stainless steel Dance 

Alliance water bottle. Please visit our website, dancealliancebozeman.org and click the Donate button 

or mail us your check today. 

                                                                                       On behalf of the Dance Alliance, 

 

 

           11 summer scholarships 

3 fall merit scholarships 

1 need-based award 

4 sponsored performances 

1 modern dance workshop 

SUCCESS 

Congratulations to former 

Dance Alliance scholarship 

recipient, 17 year-old Jennifer 

(Bummer) Grace. Jennifer has 

signed on to dance with Tulsa 

Ballet II, the pre-professional 

ensemble of Tulsa Ballet 

Theatre. 

Jennifer received her first 

Dance Alliance scholarship in 

2010 to study at the Bolshoi 

in Moscow. Since then, she 

has studied at Dimitri Kulev 

Classical Ballet Academy and 

twice,  

has placed in the top-12 at  

Youth America Grand Prix, 

the world’s largest ballet 

competition.  

For the last 3 years, Jennifer 

has thrilled Bozeman 

audiences  

as well as the young dancers 

who watch from the wings by 

performing as a guest artist in 

The Dance Center’s 

production of Nutcracker in a 

Nutshell. 



 

2013 SCHOLARSHIPS 

 11 summer program scholarships 

o Jurnee Armstrong—Rince na Chroi, St. Paul 

o Annie Augustine—RDT, Salt Lake City 

o Fiona Lee—American Ballet Theatre, NYC 

o Irène McShea—MBC, Bozeman 

o Emma Rose Mills— RDT, Salt Lake City 

o Meryl Pawlick— RDT, Salt Lake City & MBC, Bozeman 

o Nancy Rich—Kirov, Washington DC 

o Haley Roe—Interlochen Center for the Arts, MI 

o Samantha Stabler— RDT, Salt Lake City 

o Malia Ludin—Milwaukee Ballet, WI (unable to attend due 

to injury) 

 3 fall merit scholarships 

o Annie Augustine 

o Julia Huffmaster 

o Rebecca Stevenson 

 1 need-based award toward tuition and equipment costs  

SPONSORED PERFORMANCES 

 Nutcracker in a Nutshell (since 2005) 

 Dance Center Spring Recital (since 2005) 

 Tutu Cool—multi-studio performance (since 2010) 

  ‘Tis the Season—collaborative, multi-studio performance 

presented free to the public during Christmas Stoll (since 

2010) 

 

WORKSHOPS & MASTER CLASSES 

 Repertory Dance Theatre (RDT) of Salt Lake City 

 

 

 

 

DANCER ESSAYS  

Dance Alliance scholarship recipients are encouraged to write about their learning experiences. Excerpts follow. 

One of my favorite things about Interlochen was the collaboration with other artists. For example, my wonderful repertory piece 

was watched by a pianist/composer (he was also one of the accompanists that played for us during class). After watching our 

movement, he created a piece which he played live during our performance. I love how Interlochen encourages artists from every 

form of art to collaborate with each other, to discuss the similarities and differences between their mediums, and to create beautiful 

art with and enriched view toward art as a whole. 

—Haley Roe, age 16 (The Dance Center) 

Haley attended Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan. 

A favorite adage of the teachers at the Kirov was, “technique comes from music.” This means that the dynamics that constitute 

technique are directly derived from the accents in the music. This was a very important realization to make, and has changed the 

way I approach movement and its relation to music. 

—Nancy Rich age 16 (Montana Ballet Company) 

Nancy attended the Kirov Academy of Ballet in Washington DC. 

I learned so much in that week about modern dance and how to move freely. My favorite class was Repertory, because we got to 

dance alongside company members as they taught us choreography that they had performed. 

—Meryl Pawlick, age 12 (The Dance Center) 

Meryl attended Repertory Dance Theatre (RDT) in Salt Lake City and Montana Ballet Co. in Bozeman. 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SUSAN SHEARD, PRESIDENT • ROSEMARY BURTON, VICE-PRESIDENT • DEBORAH YARINGTON, TREASURER 

• ANNA HALL, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR • PATTIE HICKO • MARILYN TRACZ RAFFENSPERGER • LAURA ROE • JULIE SCHUMACHER 

The Dance Alliance is a 501 (c) (3) organization, therefore, your gift is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law. 


