
Dear Ashley Families, 

As I write my article for the first PTA newsletter, I have been reflect-
ing on the opening of our 2013-14 school year. What a wonderful and 
fast start we have had… We have grown to 866 students strong! I 
want to welcome back all of the families who were at Ashley last year, 
and extend a warm welcome to our new families who are now part of 
our big Ashley Family! It is my hope that you and your children will 
find Ashley a caring and nurturing environment where our staff 
members absolutely LOVE to come to work each day. 

We hold academics in highest regard, and do our very best to protect 
instructional time in the classroom. Frisco ISD teachers and staff 
members work tirelessly during the school year and throughout the 
summer to ensure that we are on the cutting edge of new standards 
provided to us from the State of Texas. Frisco’s curriculum is second 
to none, and our teachers will challenge your children to ‘think about 
their thinking’ as they model this for their students. You should be 
hearing your students telling you that they have the opportunity to 
work with partners on a regular basis. We are strong advocates for 
cooperative learning. This is a skill that will help your child, not only 
today, but throughout their entire lives. 

Safety is definitely a priority at Ashley. This year, our PTA has a Traf-
fic Committee that has reviewed our procedures, made suggestions 
and recommendations, and most importantly, they greet your kiddos 
and help students out of their vehicles in the morning. The Traffic 
Committee has submitted the Traffic Tips on the following page, 
which have been completely endorsed by me. I ask that you please 
take the time to read through these tips, and adhere to what we are 
asking, as safety is our number one concern. 

Thank you for helping to make this an amazing start to the year! 

Respectfully, 

Laurie Weeks, Principal 
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Morning Carpool:  
1. Drive single file in right lane 
of carpool drop-off  

2. NO passing or cutting in line 
please  

3. Students, parent volunteers, 
or teachers will open the right 
passenger door.  

4. Please try to have student’s 
backpack & lunch ready for 
getting out of the car effi-
ciently. This is not the time to 
finish breakfast and tie shoes! 
Please try to get those things 
done prior to delivery 
(although we know that morn-
ings are sometimes tough).  

5. Children can enter at the 
gate of the playground or at 
the entrance to the building 
between the gym and the play-
ground.  

6. Watch for the person direct-
ing/stopping traffic at the end 
of the driveway/in the street.  

7. Please do not let your 
child(ren) out on Christopher 
Lane in the middle of traffic – 
this is dangerous!  

8. Please Do NOT get out of 
your car or let children out on 
the driver’s side for any rea-
son.  

9. Please use patience and 
courtesy at all times. We are 
setting an example for our 
children!  

Afternoon Carpool:  
1. Parking, to wait for your 
child, is allowed in the right & 
center carpool lanes ONLY  

2. You can park near where 
your child will be picked up, 
but pull forward to decrease 
any spaces, the teacher will 
walk your child to the car  

3. Far left lane is for through 
traffic only – no parking  

4. Speed limit in carpool lanes 
is 10mph  

5. Please use patience and 
courtesy at all times. We are 
setting an example for our 
children!  

 

 

 

 

 

**Important Things 
to Remember:  
1. Observe all “NO PARKING” 
signs on the streets around the 
school – even if someone else 
parks there, it does not make it 
ok  

2. Please use designated cross-
walks for crossing children – 
observe “no crossing” signs on 
Christopher Lane  

3. Please observe speed limits 
and stop signs in the neighbor-
hood surrounding Ashley  

4. Watch for children & adults 
crossing from the parking 
spaces/park  

5. NO CELL PHONE USE 
(either talking or texting) 
WHILE IN SCHOOL ZONES  

6. No one will be allowed to 
pick up their children in the 
front loop (except for struc-
tured learning class students, 
buses, daycare vans and walk-
ers)  

7. PLEASE BE PATIENT. OUR 
CHILDREN ARE WORTH IT.  

please contact Don Ingram at 

ingramd@autonation.com 

WATCH D.O.G.S. (“Dads Of 
Great Students”) will host a 
Pizza Party on Thursday, Oct 
3 at 6:30pm in the Café.  

Dads bring your students for 
free pizza and find out how 
you can make a difference at 
the school!   

For more information, 

Traffic Tips 

Courtesy of the Ashley PTA 

WATCH D.O.G.S. Event 
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PTA to sponsor Mr. Blue 
Shoes Program for all 

grades on Oct 25 

Mr. Blue Shoes is a 
one hour, highly in-
teractive and engag-
ing, multisensory live 
music experience 
that combines Blues 
music, oral history 
and life lessons, designed to in-
spire children of all ages about 

music and learning.  

mailto::ingramd@autonation.com
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Dear Ashley families: 

We are so grateful for your support of PTA over the last month.  You’ve joined the PTA!  You’ve bought spirit shirts!  
Many of you have signed up to volunteer.  We are so appreciative of all that you do to support our Ashley commu-

nity. 

The PTA mission is “to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to 
advocate for all children”.  I love that word “ALL”!  We as an Ashley PTA Board are continuously evaluating our prac-
tices and procedures to make sure they are in line with this mission.  We hope you feel engaged and empowered as 

you participate in the PTA.  Here are a few more specific goals that we have this year: 

•Plan with a purpose consistent with the goals and mission of PTA 

•Follow the by-laws and standing rules, as well as PTA and FISD policies 

•Try to avoid “drama” as much as it is possible (be procedural, not personal) 

•Recognize and celebrate differences (be inclusive not exclusive) 

•Transparency (members should always feel that we are open and honest about our practices) 

•Use Social Media 

•Marketing/Branding (help families know what things are PTA-sponsored) 

We’re excited about our upcoming Ashley Dash fundraiser, and hope that you will participate by donating funds or 

time.  We hope to raise money to support our PTA Budget (which includes programs, teacher appreciation events, 

school support, and much more).  We also hope to raise additional funds to help provide Ipads for your child’s class-

room, and guided reading books.  Please help us make this year’s Dash a huge success. 

 
We hope you will take the time to read this newsletter and feel free to reach out to us with any questions or con-

cerns you might have.  We’re looking forward to working with you to make this a memorable year! 

With gratitude, 

Meredith Smith 

president@ashleyelementarypta.org 

www.ashleyelementarypta.org 

FB: ashleyelementarypta                Twitter: ashleyelempta 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to our Room Parents 
for your willingness to volunteer in your 
child’s classroom.  We still have opportuni-
ties available to be a Room Parent in 1st 
and 5th grade.  If you would like to volun-
teer for one of these please email me at 
maroneyangela@yahoo.com!  Thanks 
again for volunteering your time. Together 
we will make our kids' Ashley experience a 
special one! 

Also, it’s not too late to return your class 
party money if you haven’t yet.  

Thanks! 

Angela Maroney,  

Room Parent Coordinator 

 

 

This year’s Ashley Dash will be held on 

Thurs, Oct. 31.  

 The Ashley Dash is the annual PTA fundraiser that 
helps to raise money for programs, teacher appre-
ciation, school support and many other important 
budget items.  Students get pledges from friends 
and family in the weeks leading up the event.  Addi-
tional information regarding pledge collection and 
event details will go home in Thursday folders on 

October 17. 

Prizes will be awarded and each participant receives 

a t-shirt the day of the event. 

If you are interested in helping with the Ashley 

Dash or if you have a business interested in being 

an event sponsor, please contact Christa Richard-

son at fundraising@ashleyelementarypta.org  

mailto:president@ashleyelementarypta.org
http://www.ashleyelementarypta.org
mailto:maroneyangela@yahoo.com


Being a part of the Ashley PTA helps keep you informed 
of all the great things going on at our school. Make sure 
your friends and neighbors are members too so they 
can be in the know!  Are you aware your child's grand-
parents can also join?!?! Near or far, it's always good to 

know what's going on!!!!!  

Please contact Lori Bettencourt with any membership 

questions: loribethdavis@yahoo.com  

Have you joined PTA? 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

International Walk to School Day is Wed. Oct. 9 

 
This is a global event that involves communities from more than 40 
countries walking to school on the 

same day.  It began in 1997 as a one-day event.  Over time, this 
event has become part of a movement for year-round safe routes as 
well as a celebration! Kids around the world will be walking to 
school and Ashley Elementary will be joining them.  

 

Healthy Habits: Walking to school enables children to incorporate the regular physical activity they 
need each day while forming the healthy habits that last a lifetime.  Exercise, such as walking, helps 
children build strong bones, muscles and joints, and decreases the risk of obesity.  Research sug-
gests that physically active kids are more likely to become healthy, active adults, underscoring the 
importance of developing the habit of regular physical activity.  So WALK TO SCHOOL October 

9th and make it a healthy habit each day afterward!   

 

Environmental:  Walking to school instead of riding in 
a car will help reduce the amount of air pollutants 
emitted by automobiles.  Automobiles emit pollutants 
increasing ground-level ozone and particulate matter such as dust, soot and smoke, so the more 
people that WALK TO SCHOOL on October 9th and thereafter, the better our air quality will 
become.  Let's CLEAN the air by reducing air pollution. Let's GREEN our community by setting an 

example! 

For more information, visit www.walkbiketoschool.org  

 

 

mailto:loribethdavis@yahoo.com
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org
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Reading Under the Stars &  

Art Night 

Sponsored by Ashley PTA  

 Thursday, October 10th  

  6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

 

K-2:  6:00-6:30 (Reading Under the Stars-in front of school) 

 6:30-7:00 (Art Night in the Café)   

3-5:  6:00-6:30 (Art Night in Café) 

 6:30-7:00 (Reading Under the Stars-in front of school) 

 

 Visit the Ashley Book Fair 

 Bring your Own Blanket 

 Listen to the Ashley teachers read books from the book fair 

 Enjoy cookies and milk! 

 Earn an extra Reading Bag Tag 

 Enter the drawing to win YOUR GRADE LEVEL books that are read that 

night!! 

Scholastic Book Fair  - Oct 7-14 
Our Book Fair theme – Reading Oasis: A Cool Place to Dis-

cover Hot Books! – takes students on a journey back to Ancient 

Egypt to an oasis overflowing with fun, engaging, and affordable 

books kids want to read. This gives kids access to good books 

and the opportunity to choose books that will motivate them to 

read more. And like most acquired skills, the more kids practice 

reading, the better they’ll get.  Plan to join us at the Book Fair! 

 

 Book Fair Dates: October 7th – 14th  

 Shopping Hours: 7:30 am – 3:30 pm 

 Special Event: Reading Under the Stars – October 10
th
   6–7pm 

 
If you’re all “booked up” during Book Fair week be sure to visit the Book Fair 
online at www.scholastic.com/fair. Our Online Fair is available for an extended 
time from October 7th to October 25th. 
 

We look forward to having you participate in our Fair and remember, all purchases benefit our 
school! 

http://www.scholastic.com/fair


SEPT/OCT 

The 5th grade class and parents are sponsoring a “Snack 
Shack” in front of the school after every Friday Live.  Pro-
ceeds will go toward the 5th grade End of Year Party!   

Upcoming dates are:   Fri. Oct.18th & Fri. Nov 1st. 

Reflections Contest 

Believe, Dream, Inspire 

5th Grade Snack Shack 
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The theme for the 2013-2014 Reflections contest is “Believe, Dream, Inspire.” 

Students may create and submit works of art in six categories: dance choreog-
raphy, film production, literature, musical composition, photography, and visual 

arts.  

For forms and guidelines, please visit http://www.txpta.org/programs/reflections/ 

Submit your entries to the Ashley Art Room by November 5 

For additional details, contact Vidisha Bajpai (ishabajpai@yahoo.com)  

 

Oct 3   Watch D.O.G.S. Event 

  6:30pm in the Cafe 

  Dads and students invited 

 

Oct 7-14   Fall Book Fair 

 

Oct 9   International Walk to School 

  Day! 

 

Oct 10  Reading Under the Stars and  

  Art Night 6-7 pm 

 

Oct 14  NO SCHOOL 

  Parent Teacher Conferences 

  Book Fair OPEN 

 
Oct 18  Friday Live and Snack Shack  
   

Oct 24  Science Night 6-7 pm 

 

Oct 25  Teacher Breakfast sponsored 

  by PTA Hospitality 

  Mr Blue Shoes performance  

   8:15am(K-2) 9:15 am(3-5th) 

 

Oct 31  Ashley Dash! 

 

Nov 1  Friday Live and Snack Shack 

 

http://www.txpta.org/programs/reflections/
http://www.txpta.org/programs/reflections/
mailto:ishabajpai@yahoo.com


SEPT/OCT 

SHOP! SWIPE! EARN! x 2! 

1) You can earn even more Labels for Education points just by shopping at 
Kroger. Log on to www.elabelsforeducation.com and enroll your Kroger 
shopper’s card. Select Ashley Elementary as your nonprofit organization and 
you’ll earn additional Labels for Education points on all qualifying purchases! 

2) Log on to www.krogercommunityrewards.com to register your shoppers card. Once you 
select Ashley Elementary as your nonprofit organization, a portion of your grocery bill will 
go to Ashley Elementary PTA every time you shop! Look for a note on your receipt 7-10 
business days after you register.  

 

Don’t forget to clip! 

Keep clipping those “Box Tops for Education” and “Labels 
for Education.” Log on to www.btfe.com and www.labelsforeducation.com for a list of par-
ticipating products. 

The Fall collection drive will be October 7-11!  

The class with the most Box Tops and Labels collected will be recognized and earn a re-
ward for their classroom! 

Box Tops Online Marketplace 
Shop online at your favorite stores and earn eBoxTops for Ashley with 
every purchase at participating stores. No clipping required!  

Start at www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace then continue to 
over 300 online stores to shop. 

Some participating stores include Walmart, Target, Expedia, Lands’ End, Best Buy, Toys R 
Us, Nordstrom, and SO many more. 

More ways YOU can Support Ashley! 
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Directory Ads 
If you are interested 
in advertising in the 

"yellow pages" of the 
PTA Student Direc-
tory, please contact 

Stacie Bressler 

sbressler@tx.rr.com  

 

Wanting to purchase one of 
those fantastic Spirit Wear 

shirts everyone is wearing?   

Contact Rhonda Rickett at 

ashleyptaspirit@gmail.com 

or 

972-896-5206  

http://www.elabelsforeducation.com/
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://btfe.com/
http://labelsforeducation.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace
mailto:sbressler@tx.rr.com
tel:972-896-5206
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The Ashley PTA relies on volunteers to help throughout the school 

year. Times available will include both during school hours and after 

so no matter what your schedule, you can help out!  In order to volun-

teer in the school, a new background check must be filled out EVERY 

year.  The background check can be completed at  https://

forms.friscoisd.org/backgroundcheck/.   

Volunteers can sign up on our new PTAvenue website found 

here https://www.ptavenue.com/calendarR.asp?sc=AshleyPTA  By 

clicking on the colored hands found on the calendar you can sign up 

to volunteer.   

Volunteer opportunities for the October book fair are already 

posted.  Check back often for Teacher Breakfast and Ashley Dash 

sign ups!  If you have any questions about volunteering you can con-

tact Dianna Jordan at dianna.jordan@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook  

“ashleyelementarypta” 

Follow us on Twitter 

“ashleyelempta” 

We are on the Web……. 

http://www.ashleyelementarypta.org 

 

Ashley 

Elementary PTA 

Tricks and Treats Reuse 

Pet Items Collection 

Oct 14-25 
Please bring gently used pet 
items to school as donations for the Frisco Humane 

Society's cats and dogs.   

Most needed items are: 

 Unopened/unexpired cat and dog food 

 Unopened clumping cat litter 

 Clean litter boxes 

 Old towels and baby blankets 

 Clean crates and carriers 

 Cat and dog beds 

 Grooming supplies 

 Leashes, collars and Toys 

A reminder from your PTA Environmental Chair…... 
 

Grass clippings, leaves and cut limbs do not belong in your 

garbage cans. There is a special kind of recycling just for 

plant parts. Place yard waste in special paper yard waste 

bags (purchases at home and garden stores). Please NO dirt, 

rocks or trash in yard waste bags!  Yard waste is collected 

on your trash and recycling service days.  

Did you know yard waste from your home becomes recy-

cled compost and mulch every week?  As a Frisco resident, 

you may purchase these products at a discounted rate from 

Texas Pure Products at the Custer Transfer Center (9901 

Custer Road). 
Aimee Hinshaw, Environmental Chair 

Harvest of the Month 

Did you know your Frisco ISD Café offers 
“Harvest of the Month” samples once a month to 
promote healthy eating? The first one for this 
year will be on Oct. 16th and they will be sam-
pling Texas grown yellow squash.  This is a free 
sample for any student that 
is interested, whether they buy 
lunch or not.  Encourage your 

student to try it! 

Melissa Walker,  

Healthy Lifestyles Chair 

https://forms.friscoisd.org/backgroundcheck/
https://forms.friscoisd.org/backgroundcheck/
https://www.ptavenue.com/calendarR.asp?sc=AshleyPTA
mailto:dianna.jordan@gmail.com
http://www.ashleyelementarypta.org/


2013-2014 Ashley Elementary PTA Board  

Principal Laurie Weeks weeksla@friscoisd.org 

Assistant Principal Lauren Cypert cypertl@friscoisd.org 

President Meredith Smith mersmith1028@gmail.com 

1st VP - Ways and Means Christa Richardson christa.richardson@hotmail.com 

2nd VP - Programs Melissa Stafford stafform@friscoisd.org 

3rd VP - Membership Lori Bettencourt loribethdavis@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  Pam Rowe taprowe@flash.net 

Secretary Laura Hairston laura_hairston@hotmail.com 

Historian Colleen Dachowicz cjdach@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian Bobbi Ann Burch bawagnerburch@gmail.com 

Council Delegate Jennifer Tenbrink jenniwood@yahoo.com 

Room Parent Coordinator Angela Maroney maroneyangela@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Coordinator Dianna Jordan dianna.jordan@gmail.com 

Hospitality Holly Blackstar blackstarfamily@sbcglobal.net 

Book Fair Jennifer Betz betzgb@isoc.net 

Spirit Store Rhonda Rickett rickett13@gmail.com 

Arts in Education Vidisha Bajpai ishabajpai@yahoo.com 

Environmental Aimee Hinshaw ahinshaw326@sbcglobal.net 

Watch Dogs Don Ingram ingramd@autonation.com 

Healthy Lifestyles Melissa Walker melissalynnewalker@yahoo.com 

Library Programs Lonna McGarrh lonnamcgarrh@gmail.com 

Directory Stacie Bressler sbressler@tx.rr.com 

Concessions Shelly Landavazo eswlando@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Danna Shult dshult@gmail.com 

Thursday Folders Anna Fitts annafitts@gmail.com 

Bulletin Board Ronna Terpstra ronna@triplecportraits.com 

Comm Partners - Box Tops/Kroger Ashlea Waters ashleawaters@gmail.com 

Comm Partners - Labels for Education/Kohls Jamie Jones thejonesfamily07@gmail.com 

RoughRiders Night Christy Montgomery mont5gomery@gmail.com 

Website/Social Media Amy Dougherty adougherty72@yahoo.com 

Multi-Cultural Night Helianna Orr helianna31@hotmail.com 

Teacher Appreciation Melissa Weyer melissa.weyer@yahoo.com 
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