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Dear Ashley Families, 

It is hard to believe the 2012-13 school year is winding down! Our kiddos have 

grown up quickly, and they have learned so much from not only their teachers, but 

from one another! It has been an absolute pleasure to work with so many students, 

staff members, and parents who have given of themselves every day to ensure suc-

cess at Ashley Elementary daily. This principal has enjoyed every minute of it! 

This is the time of year when parents start to ask what can be done over the summer 
to ensure students don’t lose skills they have worked on so hard over the course of 
the past year.  Did you know that students experience losses in learning when they 
do not participate in educational experiences over the summer? Students can lose 
over two months of academic gains during the summer months if they do not prac-
tice their skills. 
 
So what do you do to engage your kids over the summer, and give them opportuni-
ties to use their skills? Think about your summer vacation. Perhaps you can help 
your students research your travels, finding interesting facts about the area, or al-
lowing them to help plan an excursion to a museum, park, or landmark in the area.  
If you are planning on staying in town, a trip to the zoo, arboretum, or one of the 
several museums in Dallas can offer an educational experience! Have you visited the 
Dallas World Aquarium lately? Wow! Talk about an educational experience, and 
there’s something new to see each and every time you go! My own kids still love to 
go there, and they are 18 and 19 years old.  When you talk to your children after vis-
iting these wonderful places, be sure to ask lots of how and why questions so kiddos 
can explain their thinking to you. 
 
Don’t forget the writing! Have your kiddos keep a writing journal of all the activities 
they participate in this summer, including play dates with friends, precious mo-
ments spent with grandparents and other family members, as well as any vacations 
or day trips they may take. 
 
Most importantly, allow your students to read, Read, and READ!  Let them read to 
you, you read to them, and let them see you reading! You are a great role model for 
your children. So let them see you read for informational purposes, as well as for 
entertainment. 
 
Make lots of memories, and we look forward to seeing you in August! 
 
Respectfully, 
Laurie Weeks, Principal 
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The Ashley Variety show (aka—

The A Factor) was held on April 

19th.  There were a total of 35 

acts ranging from piano, violin, 

dancing, singing, pom poms and 

jump rope.  Congratulations to 

all who performed! 

A BIG thank you to all of the 

volunteers who helped make the 

Variety Show a success again 

this year …… 

A special thank you to Mrs. 

Trimble for coordinating, 

Vidisha Bajpai for 

ribbons, Aimee 

Hinshaw for 

decorations and 

Melissa Meyer for 

concessions.  

 

 

 

Ashley Variety Show  

Hi Tech Hi Touch Program 

 

 

April/May 2013 Ashley Elementary 

I would like to extend a very heart felt "THANK YOU" to our PTA.  Our 5th grade 

classes got to experience the "Hi Tech Hi Touch" program, Cosmic Capers. It was 

such a wonderful experience and it tied into our curriculum so well. We just finished 

the unit on Earth and Space and were ramping up for our STAAR Science test the 

next week. The kids were excited to be able to use their prior knowledge and investi-

gate new things. They got to put their lab safety skills to the test while they created 

"Alien Sneeze" (aka slime). Thank you for everything that you do throughout the 

year for our students and our staff. You are creating unique learning opportunities 

and memories that will last. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Bedell  

Alien Sneeze—           

using Boric Acid and 

Polyvinyl alcohol 
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     As we head in to the final days of 

school, I would just like to say what 

a privilege and honor it has been to 

serve as your PTA President.  I have 

had the opportunity to work with so 

many amazing teachers, parents 

and staff members.  This year has 

been a huge success and none of it 

would have been possible without 

the support and teamwork of such a 

great community. 

     I would also like to take a mo-

ment to say thank you to the won-

derful people who have served as 

part of our PTA Board this year.  No 

matter how big or small the role, 

each person that makes up our 

board is an integral part of what we 

do. 

     And thank you so much to all of 

the volunteers that have served 

countless hours throughout the 

year.  The PTA depends so much on 

our volunteers to help carry out our 

plans and we are so appreciative of 

you taking time out of your day to 

serve. 

     Congratulations to the fantastic 

ladies that will serve as your PTA 

Officers next year!  In case you were 

unable to attend the election meet-

ing on April 13, here is the list of 

2013-2014 Ashley PTA Officers – 

 President – Meredith Smith 

 1st VP Ways and Means –       

Stacie Bressler 

 2nd VP Programs – Vacant  

 3rd VP Membership –                     

Lori Bettencourt 

 Secretary – Laura Hairston 

 Treasurer – Pam Rowe 

     If you are interested in serving on the 

board next year, please reach out to us 

at president@ashleyelementarypta.org 

     Thank you again for allowing me to 

serve as your PTA President and have a 

fabulous summer! 

Christa Richardson    

End of Year Dates ….. 
 

 May 3—Friday Live 2:15 pm 

 May 10—Friends and Family Night at Roach Middle School 6:30 pm 

 May 17—Field Day and General PTA Meeting (meeting at 11:15 am) 

 May 21—4th Grade Living History Museum 

 May 22—Popsicles in the Park 6:00 pm 

 May 23—Friday Live (on Thurs!) 2:15 pm 

 May 24—No school (Bad weather make-

up day) 

 May 27—No school (Memorial Day) 

 Jun 7—LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!!! 

 

 

A message from your PTA President…….. 
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FISD Night at the  

Rough Riders 

On April 11th, over 3000 FISD 

students and family members 

enjoyed a baseball game in 

Dr. Pepper Ballpark.  It was a 

cold evening but many Ashley 

families braved the weather 

with their rally towels and 

spirit posters to support their 

Frisco Rough Riders.   It was a 

great time for all who at-

tended! 
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The 5th annual Ashley Carnival of Reading was a HUGE success!  We 

had well over 700 people attend the carnival on Saturday, April 13.  

The carnival featured sixteen games centered on reading and books.  

Families enjoyed a book walk, played like the traditional cake walk but 

are awarded with books, instead! Football Genius returned this year, 

challenging players to throw the football through the target.  An obsta-

cle course, a slide, a bounce house, and a bungee pull were also big 

attractions.  

We’d like to give an extra shout out to Stonebridge Orthodontics for 

not only sponsoring the carnival games at the platinum level, but also 

donating and making all the cotton candy and snow cones.   Many stu-

dents ran around with a green halo, after visiting The children’s Pedi-

atric Dentistry booth.  Many families also learned about the services 

available at E-Care Emergency Center. 

After all the games and food, families sat back and enjoyed the stories 

of Dan Gibson, a storyteller from the Dallas area.  Singing and laugh-

ing, the audience was completely entertained!  In addition, the raffles 

were a huge hit.  Thank you to all the parents that donated items to 

create such impressive raffle boxes.  You rock! 

In addition to our business and family sponsors, we would also like to 

thank all the Heritage High School Students for coming out and run-

ning all the games and doing a great job with the face painting! 

The event was also enhanced with a visit from the Frisco Fire depart-

ment, free samples from Quaker Steak and Lube, and concessions 

sponsored by the Ashley Watch DOGS program. 

We raised over $360 during our All4Books campaign to buy books for 

the Children’s Hospital.  We look forward to the Silly String experi-

ment at Friday Live on May 3.  

The collaboration between the PTA, the library, all our parents, and 

our community partners made the book fair and carnival a huge suc-

cess! 

Dan Gibson, Storyteller 

Platinum Sponsors:  Stonebridge Orthodontics,  Texas Pediatric Dentistry, E-Care Emergency Center 

Gold Sponsors:  Acute Kids Urgent Care,  The Hicks Family 

Blue Sponsors: Philip and Melissa Soliz, The Roubique Family 

Red Sponsors:  Carol Meyer (Gigi), Justin and Ingrid Good, Preethi Raj, Tilahun Mitiku, Tim and Ashley Waters 

Other Sponsors:  The Boarding Bungalow 

Ashley PTA wants to thank the following sponsors for sup-

porting Ashley Elementary and our Carnival of Reading!    
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Caught having a great time at the Reading Carnival!!! 

April 13, 2013 
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Library News and Book Fair 

 

The library would like to thank all the parents for supporting our 2 

scholastic book fairs this year.  The money raised during the book fair 
was able to support the school in several ways.  Not only were we able 

to buy many wonderful books for the students and staff to enjoy in 
the library, but we were also able to buy books and two shelves for the 

guided reading room.  We also purchased 4 double-sided bookshelves 

for the library to help make room for our Fiction collection, and 
we were able to replace missing furniture for the 7th kindergarten class 

when it was added at the beginning of the school year.   

The book fair was also very successful raising money for the Children's 

Medical Center.  We raised over $360 to purchase new books for the 
hospital library at Children’s Medical Center in Plano.  Thank you for all 

your support.  The children look forward to the book fair, and it 
truly benefits the entire school population. 

Your loving Librarian,  

Michelle Mayo 

A BIG thank you to Jennifer Betz for serving 

as our Book Fair Chairman this year!  She 

has put in countless hours to make both of 

our book fairs fantastic!  Thank you Jenni-

fer!!! 

Field Day is almost here! 
Ashley Field Day is coming up on Friday, May 17th.  Volunteers are needed 
to help run the activity stations, water station and the carnival area that is 
being added this year.  We also need to borrow large coolers with spouts 
(and preferably wheels) and need donations of Dixie cups.  If you can help 
with any of these items or can volunteer that day, please contact Diana 
Jordan at volunteer@ashleyelementarypta.org 

We will also have a PTA General Membership meeting during Field Day.  The meeting is at 
11:15 am on May 17.  Please join us for our last meeting of the year! 
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PTA on the Web… 

 

 

 

 

 

  www.txpta.org 

  www.ashleyelementarypta.org 

We're looking for a VP of Programs 

for 2013-2014.  If you're interested 

in this position or any other PTA 

Board positions please contact 

Meredith Smith at 

mersmith1028@gmail.com  

Do You want to be 

more  involved in 

Pta?   

Your PTA Dollars at 

Work……. 

Through your support of Ashley Elementary PTA we 

have been fortunate this year to fund many student programs and pur-

chase needed supplies for our school.  Be sure to check out the new art 

bulletin boards that were recently installed.  Other purchases included 

Speech Therapy Reading kits, Ipad/Ipod touches and charging equip-

ment, art supplies, prizes for the token towers, class party supplies, 

field day equipment and much more.   

PTA is also proud to fund programs for the students such as Hi Tech Hi 

Touch, 4th grade Raptor program, Reading under the Stars and Aim for 

Success.  We also finance many events such as Watch DOGS Sundaes 

with Dad, Parenting workshops, Author visit, Variety Show, Reflections 

contest and staff appreciation meals.   

Thanks to each of you for helping to support Ashley Elementary by be-

ing a part of PTA!  You do make a difference in the lives of our Ashley 

kids! 

http://www.txpta.org/
http://www.ashleyelementarypta.org
mailto:mersmith1028@gmail.com
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President Christa Richardson president@ashleyelementarypta.org 

1st VP Ways and  Means Stacie Bressler fundraising@ashleyelementarypta.org 

2nd VP Programs Aimee Hinshaw programs@ashleyelementarypta.org 

3rd VP Membership Mandy Worthington membership@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Secretary Melissa Walker secretary@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Treasurer Pam Rowe treasurer@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Parliamentarian Meredith Smith parliamentarian@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Historian Lori Bettencourt historian@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Principal Laurie Weeks weeksla@friscoisd.org 

Assistant Principal Lauren Cypert cypertl@friscoisd.org 

Healthy Lifestyles Rebecca Thomas healthylifestyles@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Rough Riders Coordinator Christy Montgomery rrcoordinator@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Hospitality/Teacher  Appreciation Holly Blackstar hospitality@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Newsletter Danna Shult newsletter@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Volunteer Coordinator Dianna Jordan volunteer@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Book Fair  Jennifer Betz bookfair@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Directory Tracy Romero directory@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Council Delegate Jennifer TenBrink councildelegate@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Room Parent Coordinator Angela Maroney roomparentcoordina-

tor@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Thursday Folders Veronica Schmich thursdayfolders@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Concessions Melissa Weyer concessions@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Bulletin Board Tami Kossowski bulletinboard@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Spirit Store Rhonda Richett spiritstore@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Holiday Store Lonna McGarrh holidaystore@ashleyelementarypta.org 

 

  

Arts in Education Vidisha Bajpai artsineducation@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Watch DOGS Kirk Lazar watchdogs@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Box Tops Kelly Coppinger boxtops@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Labels for Education Jennifer Ward labels@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Environmental Jeffrey Powell environmental@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Carnival Michelle Mayo readingcarnival@ashleyelementarypta.org 

Ashley PTA Board Members 

2012-2013 

 


