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Most of us think an adopted shelter pet is lucky
to have gotten a second chance, but in this instance it’s the adopting FAMILY that is truly
lucky! In 2005, Jean and Ralph Culbreth adopted
2 pit bulls from our shelter who had been removed from a home where they were being neglected. Bishop (male) and Cujo (female) were
very malnourished; Bishop (an adult) weighed a
mere 24 pounds at the time. They had already
adopted a boxer named Jake, and Cujo and
Bishop fit right in.
On November 2, 2009, Ralph was awakened by
the sound of Cujo and Bishop’s urgent barking
and found that their home was on fire. Ralph and
Jean promptly called the fire department, and
their boxer, Jake, ran down to the end of their
street and guided the fire trucks to their home.
Jean writes, “They saved our lives. Another 5
minutes and we would not be alive today.”
Pit Bulls, the street name for several breeds of
bull terriers, are often victims of neglect and
abuse in Lenoir County. Sadly, the only thing
most of these dogs are fighting is a bad reputation, usually caused by irresponsible breeders,
criminals, and irresponsible owners. A responsible breeder will not allow an aggressive dog to
breed. Responsible owners will properly train
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and socialize their dogs to curb aggressive behaviors, and they spay/neuter. Accrording to Dr. Kim
Blindauer, veterinarian and epidemiologist at the
CDC in Atlanta, “The most common dogs that bite
usually reflect the popularity of the breed in that
community. It doesn't mean that that breed has a
propensity to bite.” During research for a documentary on pit bulls, Mark Nelson, vice president
and executive producer of National Geographic
Today stated, "Our investigation into pit bulls finds
that breed is as much maligned, abused and misunderstood as any breed in society today. It's sad
because pit bulls are certainly one of the most
euthanized dogs in America."
Ralph and Jean Culbreth had no idea when they
saved Bishop and Cujo that the 2 dogs would one
day return the favor. Jean states, “It is rare when
you look back at your life and are able to say that
something was the best thing you ever did. Adopting Jake, then fostering and later adopting Bishop
and Cujo were some of the best decisions we ever
made.”
For more information and to read the entire reference article:
http://www.pitbullsontheweb.com/petbull/articles/
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Did you notice our new slogan?
We had a contest on Facebook to see who was
creative enough to help us with a slogan, and
were blown away by the response! We’re thrilled
with our new slogan “Giving Pets A Second
Chance”, and we love that the slogan includes
the name of our Second Chances Thrift Store!
Now why didn’t WE think of that?

Cujo

Friend us on Facebook!

Rescue News
For those who don’t know, the Lenoir County SPCA
facilitates and coordinates a weekend rescue operation which transports our community’s homeless
pets to other pet rescue organizations. Our shelter
has developed a network of rescues as far north as
New Jersey, who foster our homeless pets and help
them find their forever homes. The shelter recently
had it’s BEST EVER rescue month, and we are so
proud of our rescue coordinator Kris Petrusch, the
shelter staff, the compassionate rescues who’ve
opened their arms to us, and all the volunteers who
transport the pets and make it happen. You guys
ROCK!

Second Chances Thrift Store
We’d like to give a special thank you to Cross Kelley, our
founding Second Chances Thrift Store manager. Cross
and her staff & volunteers helped get the thrift store up and
running, and have ensured it’s success over the last 2
years. Cross has recently chosen to further her education
and we wish her the best of luck (not that she’ll need it!).
We are thrilled to announce our new Second Chances
manager, Ginny Lowe! Ginny’s skills, sunny disposition
and smile are sure to be an asset to the SPCA and to the
thrift store.

Did you know we have adoptable cats/kittens at the store every
Friday & Saturday? Come on out and meet a few felines while
you shop!
Aluminum cans can be donated at the store, and the money
earned goes to the shelter pets!
Got a bunch of plastic grocery bags cluttering up your home?
The store would love to have them!
We’re ALWAYS needing donations of furniture, household
items, & children’s stuff. About the only things we don’t accept
are used mattresses and encyclopedia sets:)

Training Tip: Chewing
One reason pets end up at county animal
shelters is because they develop unpleasant behaviors unless properly
trained and socialized. Do your pet a
favor and invest the time needed to help
your pet be a good citizen!

2. Puppy-proof your home. Removing
toxic items, electrical cords, and items of
curiosity such as toys, shoes, etc. will
keep your dog from mischief. Consider
crate training your pet when he/she
can’t be supervised.

Four Steps to Correct Improper Chewing

3. Encourage proper chewing. Provide
appropriately-sized chew toys (to prevent choking). When you find your pet
chewing on the wrong item, correct the
behavior and then redirect them to the

1. Rule out medical problems. Nutritional deficiencies or GI problems can trigger
chewing.
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appropriate chew toy.
4. Engage in playtime with your pet. A
tired pet is a good pet!

Complete article:
http://www.cesarsway.com/tips/
dogcare/5-Steps-to-CorrectInappropriate-Dog-Chewing
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Shelter News
Just imagine people dropping 9 new
dogs/cats on your doorstep, EVERY
day. That’s what happens at the Lenoir
County SPCA. There’s so much we can
do, as a community, to decrease the
number of homeless pets arriving at
our shelter. To be continued in our
next newsletter......

out a pet, and we’ll help you
spend some quality time getting
acquainted. It’s important that
the pet matches your lifestyle so
the adoption will be a success!

We’d like to thank past board member, Mike Picard, for volunteering to
be our interim shelter manager! It’s
not an easy job, and we appreciate
Mike and all the shelter staff for the
hard work they do.
Did you know we’ve got a gazebo out
front where you can quietly meet our
pets? We do! Just come in and pick

Shelter Wish List
Canned pet food
Pine Sol
Dawn dish detergent
Heavy-duty 30-40 gallon
trash bags
Liquid laundry detergent
Blankets and towels

Photo courtesy of Beth Wooten French

We Are So Thankful For YOU!
We’d like to take a moment to sincerely
offer our heartfelt thanks to every special person (near and far!) who donates, advocates, volunteers, adopts,
fosters, rescues, and prevents unwanted litters through spay/neuter. We are
proud to consider you part of our Lenoir
County SPCA team! We’d like to offer

a very special thank you to our shelter
staff for their kindness and compassion
when caring for the homeless pets, and
also to the staff at Second Chances Thrift
Store and our board of directors! We wish
all of you a blessed holiday season and a
very Happy New Year!

Contact Info
Lenoir County SPCA

Second Chances Thrift Store

2455 Rouse Road Extension

2900 W. Vernon Avenue

PO Box 1481

Kinston, NC 28504

Kinston, NC 28503

252-522-0787

252-520-0003

Monday-Friday, 10 am-5 pm

Monday-Saturday, noon-4 pm

Saturday, 10 am-3 pm

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

To Report Suspected
Abuse or Neglect
Lenoir County Animal Control
252-526-4200
For emergency or after-hours,
call 911 or Lenoir County Sheriff's Office: 252-559-6110
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Memorial Donations are a wonderful way to honor the life of
a loved one, friend or beloved pet. We thank our donors for
entrusting us with the following memorials through August 2012.
Bailey Abernethy by:

Sandra Eason by:

Esther Martin

Jean Kraft Graves

Earle & Theresa Abernethy

Jerry & Donna Henderson

Alma Mather

Debbie Hudock

Donna Meschke

Lenoir Memorial Hospital

Allen Aldridge by:

Gerald Hardman by:

Rudolph Mintz

Carol McHale

Angela Wilson

Phil & Lynn Crawford

Laura Rawl

Richard & Patricia Meyers
Dan and Sue Myers

Bobby Bhotiwihok by:

Rascal Henderson by:

Charles Kienast by:

Yvonne

Steve & Lydia Love

Linda Clark

Dan & Anne Webb

William Barnet & Son, LLC

Ray & Kris Petrusch

Mr. & Mrs. Everette Gobble

Dr. & Mrs. Jasper & Deborah Phillips

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Walker

Graham Mallard by:

Tom Sanford by:

Jerry & Donna Henderson

Mrs. E.M. Sanford

Lou & Ursula Rusmisell

Owen

Albert Hill, Jr. by:
Emma Brooks by:

Donna Adams

Mutt Miller by:

Gene Smith by:

Michael & Sue Bain

Frank & Anne Marie Bartlett

Jack Wilson

James Johnson

Coco Monroe by:

Roger Taylor by:

Marilynn Bowen

Angela Wilson

Frankie Montagna by:

Daniel Boone Vause by:

Everything Fits LLC

Claud Bright

Mr. & Mrs. Gene & Betty Messick
Maggie Canup by:
Jerry & Donna Henderson

Anne Hodge by:

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Hengel

Jerry & Donna Henderson

Haley Flowers Capps by:

Barbara Holland by:

Kendal & Kim Williams

Robert Holland

Charles William “Bill” Cauley by:

L.B. and Ida Whitfield

Sandra Taylor

Smokey Pollock by:

Chris Wessels & Family

Jerry & Donna Henderson

Bonny Waller by:

David & Elaine Dudley

Emmette & Karen Taylor

Donna Meschke

Martha Brothers Holland by:

Bessie Irene Powell by:

Frank & Jane Schlier

Barbara Brown

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Adkins

H. Stadiem, Inc.

Junius Rose

William & Lois Bird

George H. Webb by:

Christine Browning, Julie Kuebler,
Cynthia Johndrow, Meghan Higgins,
& Lindo Gharib

Mrs. E.M. Sanford

Gwen Cevils by:

Camilla DuBose Johnson by:

Jerry & Donna Henderson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brafford

Bill Waller

McDuff by:

James and Maria Cockrum

Business & Computer Technology
faculty at Wayne Community College

Ernest Colvin by:

H. Stadiem, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Chused

Dorothy Harper

Linda Hodges

Gene & Rita Clark

Wink by:

William and Shella Hollowell

Paul & Janice Floyd

Frederick Evert

Evelyn Deane by:

Kelly Jones

Robert & Suzanne Gallaher

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Adkins

Claude Kennedy

Michael & Cinda Gilmore
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Frank & Jane Schlier
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Honorary Donations through August 2012
Hannah Henderson by:

Alban Barrus by:
Dr. & Mrs. Charles & Eleanor Beasley
Mr. & Mrs. David & Laura Brody
Dr. Preecha Bhotiwihok by:
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Carpenter

“Men do not really live for honors
or for pay; their happiness is not in
the taking and holding, but in the
doing, the striving, the building,
the serving.” ~Harry Marsh

Cameron & Jill Thigpen
Mary Pate by:
Dr. & Mrs. Preecha Bhotiwihok
Dr. Jimmy Shaver by:
Robert & Suzanne Gallaher

Alice Cohen by:
James Baker

SPCA Staff & Volunteers by:
Linda Hodges

Jerry & Donna Henderson by:
Earle & Theresa Abernethy
Harvey and Betty Anderson

Marybeth Terry by:

Dr. & Mrs. A. Jack Harrell, III

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Watson

Megan Henderson

A Life Well-Lived
Heaven has a new angel.
We celebrate and honor the life of our
dear friend, Lou Rusmisell. Lou and his
wife, Ursula, have been incredible supporters of the Lenoir County SPCA for
many years. Through Lou’s compassionate efforts and leadership, countless homeless pets have found food,
warmth, and comfort within the walls
of our shelter, and the organization
has benefited from many improve-

ments. It would take an eternity to
share the many wonderful ways Lou
made the shelter a better place.
Words fail in describing how important
Lou’s life was, and still is. His memory
and wisdom will continue to guide us
as we continue our mission to home
the homeless and give our shelter pets
a second chance. Until we meet again,
Lou.

Calling All Volunteers….

Caption describing picture or
graphic.

Henry with his new family!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Our volunteers are AMAZING!
It would be impossible for the
SPCA to succeed without great
volunteers helping give Lenoir
County’s homeless pets a second chance. Volunteers help
with virtually every aspect of
the SPCA, from the shelter to

the thrift store to adoption
events and more! For more information on how you can become part of our special SPCA
Volunteer Team, please email
us at
lenoircountyspca@live.com.
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