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Task force targets
racial, religious
bias in Waterbury
Head alderman forms panel
BY MICHAEL PUFFER
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WATERBURY — A city
Sensitivity Task-Force has
been formed to explore
whether race- and religionbased intimidation is taking
place and how the city might
respond.
Board of Aldermen President Paul K. Pernerewski Jr.
has formed the task force under his authority and announced its creation Monday.
Pernerewski doesn’t anticipate hate-related crime and
bullying are issues for the
city, but feels it is worth exploring concerns recently
raised by local activists.
Pernerewski said the group
will first meet with school and
police administration to see if
they’ve registered concerns,
and possibly recommend new
resources, ordinances or procedures if needed.
“I don’t foresee that at this
point, but I won’t close it off,”
Pernerewski said.
The task-force is an outgrowth of an anti-Islamophobia rally on Jan. 18 that drew
hundreds to St. John’s Episcopal Church. Muslims, Jews
and Christians joined together to voice support for Muslims. Many organizers and
participants felt threatened
by the rhetoric of then-President Elect Donald Trump.
Organizers asked city officials to form a group to review the city’s response to religious and racial based problems.
Fahd Syed, an administrator with the United Muslim
Mosque, has heard of local
Muslims being abused with
anti-Muslim language and of
students being bullied in
schools.
“I am tired of members of
my community being told
racial comments and it seems
like there is no justice for
them,” Syed said. “I need to
bring this to light.”
Syed said he is grateful for
the support of local officials
participating in the new effort.
Alderman Jetlir Kulla, another member of the task
force, is an ethnic Albanian.
Like most of thousands of ethnic-Albanians in and around
the city, Kulla is a white Muslim who dresses in western
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“I AM TIRED OF MEMBERS OF MY COMMUNITY BEING TOLD
RACIAL COMMENTS
AND IT SEEMS LIKE
THERE IS NO JUSTICE
FOR THEM.”

KILLING: Suspect ch
Detectives tracked down
several witnesses in the
case, learning that BosticAponte had bought a car earlier in the night and was seen
hanging out with several
men near a liquor store. Witnesses helped lead police to
Tijuan “Fly” Gibson, 38, who
was charged with felony
murder last month.
After he was detained for
unrelated drug charges,
Snow initially told police he
didn’t know anything about
Bostic-Aponte’s
murder,
saying he had hung out with
Bostic-Aponte earlier in the
night. He only learned of his
friend’s death when police
set up a crime scene on
Chestnut Avenue, he told police. But detectives later confronted him with evidence
that contradicted his claims.
Snow’s eyes watered, then
he admitted to being with
Bostic-Aponte on the night of
his murder, telling police he
was afraid of becoming the
“next body.”
A witness told police that
two men, including Gibson,
38, were aiming to rob
Bostic-Aponte and pulled
him into the yard of the
abandoned home following
an argument.
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clothing. He hasn’t experienced any religious or ethnicbased intimidation. But that
doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen, Kulla said.
“The idea of the committee
is to engage the community
and see if there’s anything
that’s occurring, whether it’s
with religion or race,” Kulla
said. “Basically, to give people a voice.”
Pernerewski called together the task force under his authority.
Additional members of the
task force include: Mayoral
Aide Monroe Webster, Assistant Deputy Police Chief Edward Appicella, Board of Education member Felix M. Rodriguez, Board of Education
President Elizabeth C. Brown,
Waterbury schools security
chief John Herman, schools
interim Administrator of
Pupil Personnel Services
Wendy Owens, Naugatuck
Valley Project Vice President
Bonnie Odiorne and Yitz Rabinowitz from the city’s Orthodox Jewish community.
“My sense right now is
there is not a widespread
problem in the community,”
Brown said. “But I think what
the interfaith group is saying
is we just want to know that
people are prepared — if
these things happen there is a
plan or protocol in place.”

CITY: Search began
lilacs.”
McNamara and Michael
Salvio, vice president of the
conservancy, first discovered the existence of the
long-lost planting plans by
researching the RepublicanAmerican archives.
“We sat down looking at a
bunch of articles and it referenced a gentleman by the
name of Mark Kane, who was
an Overlook resident back in
the late 1990s,” she said.
“And, it mentioned that he
had the plan for Fulton Park,
and I nearly fell out of my
chair, because we had been
looking for these planting
plans and we had been led to
believe that none existed.”
Using Google, McNamara
said, she tracked down Kane
in Iowa, “and out of the blue
called him.” It turned out
that while Kane, now elderly, believed he still had the
plans, he could no longer lo-
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cate them, McNamara said.
He suggested to her, she
said, that she might find
them in the archives of the
Olmsted Historical Site in
Brookline, Mass.
McNamara said she had
already tried that and was
told the plans no longer existed. But at Kane’s urging,
she said, archivists there
performed another search
and the plans turned up. Th
plans, which include sketch
es of the park with notations
on what to plant and where,
include only the southern
end of the park. The only
records that remain of the
northern end are photographic.
“The southern part was al
ways designed to be the

Don’t Overspend at the Dentist

Don’t have insurance? Don’t let that stop you from getting a b
healthy smile! Our Connecticut Family Dental Plan helps mak
dental health care that you and your family deserve a ﬁnancial

With our Connecticut Family Dental Plan, you can save m
of your family’s comprehensive dental treatments. Plus, you

FREE exams, FREE cleanings, and ALL necessary X-

Only $199 with Savings of 53% for 2 Cleanings!

RAILS: 80% of train

Powered by TECNAVIA

Dental Insurance

