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County benefits from $15,000 in RC&D grants

By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

L

ast Wednesday, grant recipients
and elected officials joined
with members of the Coosa
Valley Resource Conservation and
Development Council to celebrate the
completed projects done in 2017 thanks
to grants totaling $15,000.
The grants were used on a variety of
projects throughout the county and
were provided through the RC&D
Council. To celebrate these completed
projects, guests met at Central High
School Coosa County to present and
speak on the projects and have a “check
presentation” with a large mock check
reflecting the total amount of grant
funds received for 2017.
Elected officials in attendance
for the event were Coosa County
Superintendent of Education Andi

Wilson, Rep. Ron Johnson and Sen.
Clyde Chambliss.
Delynn Bouldin, high school principal,
welcomed everyone to the event and
recognized the elected officials in
attendance. Shaurice Carr, representing
the Government Relations Agency with
the RC&D Council, said that they like to
keep legislators informed of how money
is being spent. She mentioned events
such as this help elected officials learn
more about the grants and how they help
benefit communities.
Heidi Richards, who became the
executive director of the Coosa Valley
RC&D Council following Eddie May’s
resignation earlier this year, thanked
May for his initial work with the 2017
grant projects.
She reviewed information on the
RC&D and its councils throughout the
state. She also spoke of how humans
are the greatest natural resource and that

Grant recipients stand along with RC&D Council members, Rep. Ron Johnson and Sen.
Clyde Chambliss in front of a mural painted by community members during the Family
Festival held earlier this year. 				
Photo by Christa Jennings

without people they cannot do anything.
Grant recipients then had the
opportunity to speak on their 2017
projects and benefits to the community.
Sally Holland, representing the

Rockford Public Library and speaking
on behalf of librarian Glenda Cardwell,
reported that the library received a
$1,000 grant.
See RC&D Grants, Page 2

CES students learn fire safety Sheriff’s Office finishes 2017
C.O.A.C.H. fundraisers

Boats launch at safe daylight for the annual “Fish for a Cure” C.O.A.C.H. fundraiser event,
hosted by the Coosa County Sheriff’s Office. Photo submitted
From left, Craig Dunham, Brad Dunham and Chief Jerry Sewell with Kellyton Fire and
Rescue help teach students about fire safety and demonstrate a firefighter’s turnout gear.
Photo by Christa Jennings

By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

K

indergartners and first graders
at Central Elementary School
Coosa County learned more
about fire safety Tuesday thanks to
special guests with Kellyton Fire &
Rescue and the Stewartville Volunteer
Fire Department.
This is the twelfth year for Kellyton’s
volunteer fire department to offer this fire
safety class to the elementary students.
This year, a group of special education
students also had the opportunity to
see the Stewartville fire engine and the
Kellyton ambulance.
In addition to seeing the fire engine

By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

T

he Coosa County Sheriff’s Office
has finished its 2017 fundraiser
events for Cancer Outreach
and Community Hope, ending with
the annual “Fish for a Cure” fishing
tournament that was held last Saturday.
A total of 70 boats participated in
this year’s tournament, raising $7,000
for C.O.A.C.H., before expenses were
deducted. The Sheriff’s Office reported
that this was the most participation and
best tournament it has had so far.
Money that was raised from this and
other fundraisers held this year will go
to C.O.A.C.H. to be used to help cancer
patients and their families right here in
Coosa County.
See Fire Safety, Page 10 The Sheriff’s Office gave payouts to

and ambulance, kindergartners and first
graders also watched and reviewed a fire
safety video. Kellyton Fire Chief Jerry
Sewell paused the video at different times
to review information the students were
learning from the video presentation.
The video reviewed such things as fire
gear or turnout gear; details of smoke;
if a child is in a fire to always go to
the firefighter, even if he or she looks
funny or scary; stop, drop and roll; to
keep away from things that can make
fire; to crawl low under smoke; smoke
detectors; lighted exit signs; items that
are safe for play and items they should
avoid; tools for children and tools for
adults; and more.

those who placed in the top 15 spots of
the 70 participants.
The 15 payout winners were Rachael
Fondren and Jeremy Miller (first place,
17.93 pounds - $1,000), Heath Howell
and Tim Lawrence (second place, 15.53
pounds - $800), Butch Buttram and
Chance Buttram (third place, 15.27
See Fishing Tournament, Page 4

DeLoach family wins Yard of the Month Georgia woman arrested for vehicle theft
By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

A
Congratulations to Shannon and Laura DeLoach, Rockford’s October Yard of the Month
winners! Seasonal mums and pumpkins, along with delightful front porch decorations, make
for a wonderful fall and Halloween season theme. Pictured above are Laura DeLoach and
daughter, Jefflyn. The town wanted to go ahead and announce the winners rather than wait
until the end of the month. As this month’s winners, they will also be highlighted with a photo
and acknowledgement at the Rockford Fall Festival Tuesday evening. They will be awarded
a free dinner-for-two from Triple R Café in Rockford. Congratulations!
Photo submitted

Rockford hires new librarian, billing clerk
By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

F

ollowing a handful of interviews
at a special called meeting
Tuesday evening, the Rockford
Town Council has hired a new librarian
and billing clerk.
During last Tuesday evening’s regular
monthly council meeting, it was mentioned
that they had received 36 applications for
the position at that time. There were still
two days remaining for people to apply
for the position at that time.
It was also mentioned at last week’s
meeting that Mayor Randall Lewis and
Utilities Board Chairman Ronnie Brown
would review the received applications
to cull them. Lewis said they would

narrow it down to approximately the
top five applicants to be interviewed
Tuesday, October 24.
Following those interviews, during
the special called meeting Tuesday, by
a majority vote the council approved
hiring Christy Barrett of Sylacauga as
the new billing clerk/librarian.
Barrett will start her new job at
Rockford Town Hall on Monday,
November 6. She will be coming to
the town from Coosa Valley Academy,
where she is currently employed as
an instructor in computer science and
serves as librarian.
Barrett’s background also includes
banking experience and customer
service. She will be filling an upcoming

Georgia woman was arrested
recently for allegedly stealing
a vehicle in Coosa County
approximately three months ago.
In July, the Sheriff’s Office took a report
for the theft of a motor vehicle from
County Road 19 in the Richville area.
After following up with the victim, the
investigation led to identifying 23-yearold Laken Breanna Free of Dallas, Ga.,
as a suspect. During the investigation,
they also discovered that she was
somewhere in Georgia.
Local law enforcement officials spoke
with investigators in Georgia. The
allegedly-stolen vehicle was located
and impounded soon after.
Investigators learned that Free had

been living at the residence where the
vehicle was found.
Coosa County then
obtained warrants
for her arrest.
A traffic stop was
recently performed
on Free in Dallas,
Ga. She was held Laken Breanna Free
in custody there on the warrants from
Coosa County. She was extradited back
to Coosa County and arrested on October
19 for first-degree theft of property. Her
bond was set at $10,000, and as of press
time she remained in custody at the Coosa
County Jail.
Anyone who suspects or observes illegal
activity is encouraged to report it to the
Coosa County Sheriff’s Office at 256-3774922 or online at www.coosacountyso.
org. Anonymous tips are also welcome.

Rockford Fall Festival Tuesday

By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

T

he Rockford Events Committee
has been busy finalizing plans for
Tuesday’s Fall Festival, holding
meetings Monday and again yesterday,
as well as beginning plans for events for
the next two months.
A couple of actors who volunteered to
participate in the haunted hayride were
in attendance for Monday evening’s
meeting and discussed plans with the
committee for their part in the ride.
It was also mentioned that actors
participating in the hayride are welcome
to decorate their own area where they
will be stationed along the route if they
choose. They can also play spooky
See Rockford Council, Page 5

music along the route.
Actors are still needed, and they will
need to be “spooky and ghoulish” to
scare passersby. However, the actors
will not be touching or grabbing people
on the trailer or jumping onto it for
safety reasons.
Anyone who is interested in
volunteering as an actor for Tuesday’s
event is asked to contact Town Clerk
Kris Rambo at 256-377-4911.
The costume and pumpkin contests
will both begin at 6 p.m., and winners
of both contests will be announced at
7 p.m. There will be a table set up for
each contest with signs designating that
is what they are for.
The pumpkin contest is open to all
See Rockford Festival, Page 5

